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Mercurii, 21° die Afartii, 1838,

MEMBERS PRESENT.

Mr. Chalmers, Mr. Villiers.

Mr. Parker, Mr. Walluce.
Mr. Pease, Mr. Wood.

Mr. Thoraely.

ROBERT WALLACE, Esq., 1¥ TR CHAIR.

Henry Desborough, Esq., called in; and Examined.

3086. Chairman.] YOU are Becretary to the Atlas Insurance Company #— Heury Desborongh,
1 am.
3087, The correspondence of your office is very large ?—Very considerable; —————ro
the E:;:.mmn:m!: of our postage is about 700l a year; we pay something under a1 Blarch 1838,
7001, a year for our general-post letters.

3088. Do you keep a-separate account of your twopenny-post letters ?—Yes ;
that bears a proportion only of about 20 L. to 7001

3080. Are the letters you allude to as general-post letters those which you
receive t—Those that come through my own hands.

3000. They are letters inwards ; you do not inclnde any letters you send post-

dg ?——-Inwurﬂs and outwards; we pay all postage of letters to our agents; we
'E:re 400 agents, and those agents return their accounts quarterly; we have
therefore 1,600 accounts every yeer, and with those remittances the vouchers
that ought to accompany those accounts do not come, because of the expense
of the postage; they are told not to send them, unless they had an opportunity
of sending them free of postage.

3001. Would the insurance companies, and the company esimmﬂg to which
you belong, considerably increase their correspondence through the Post-office, -
by letters and prospectuses and general circulars, if the present rate of postage
were reduced !—Immensely ; because there are many cases where we might write
where we (o not now write; we have, at least, 200 proprietors residing in the
country, and every policy-holder we might address, but we never do address
them separately, lenving it to the agents in the country to communicate with
them in the different country places. I consider that if we had a cheaper mode
of communication, we should do it to a very considerable extent.

3992. Have you turned in your mind at all the probable extent of correspond-
ence which you might be inclined to adopt ot a lower rate of postage ’—My
impression is that it would be immense, probably six, seven or eight times as
much as it is ; six times I think would be a moderate computation, from what
I kmow 1 could do if I were not deterred by the heavy expense, which pre-
vents our adopting it.

3093. With a view to a better and more profitable management of the insu-
rance company of which you are secretary, you would recommend and adopt an
additional expense of perhaps six or eightfold of that which at present takes
place 7—I would recommend an extension of correspondence through the Post-
office sixfold, provided the expense were not inereased.

3004. Do you speak to any specific amount of reduction, or to a considerable
amount of reduction ?—I speak to a considerable amount of reduction, and also
to the difficulty I feel in writing to individuals connected with our office, which
I do not think it proper to do on account of the expense; we have about 4,000
life and about 30,000 or 40,000 fire insurances ; those persons who ave on our '
books are fire insurers ; we have never pressed upon the subject of life insurance,
and those on our books as life insurers we have never pressed on the subject of
fire insurance, leaving it to our agents to follow up the communication.

0.21, 00 3005. Independent

Esy.
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H ;Juhm . 3005, Ind tof i , the Committee are to understand
m?Eiq- o that ; would find it aﬂ%&ﬁuﬂm a considerable increase of indi-
— nduﬁ correspondence 1—Precisely so.

2t Masch 1838, 5006, With regard to joint-stock vompanies, guardian societies, saving bauks,
" provident institutions, and similar institutions, bave you any opinion to state to
is Committee what would be the congequence of a considerable reduction of
postage on their communications ?—I should sey, as a company, we have shout
400 proprietors; of those 400 proprietors, 1560 or 200 live in the country, those
we never do address as shareholders to announce any meeting, becanse we do
not wish to put them to the expense of postage; but we should do it if we
could do it at a reasonable charge, and send them a statement of the situation
of the office and of the pature of the business, and show them the advantage
- they would receive by recommending the office to their friends; I speak here
only as a joint-stock company.

3007. Would that also increase the individual cor=espondence to the pro-
prietors f—Yes, certainly, _

3908. Are you restrniied from making such communications by the present
rates of postage #—We are. With respect to domestic correspondence I have &
strong opinion upon the ‘subject; I think the intercourse, by letter, of families
would be considerably increased, and I would advert to different charitahle
institutions which many gentlemen are always attached to. It would be for
the advantage of particular children to be brought into the institution; the
Deaf and Dumb Institution, the Blind Institution, and so on. I am obliged to
keep a list of governors [ am acquainted with, from the constant applications
I have to favour one candidate or another ; I address only those in London, or
within my own immediate vicinity ; but if the postage were lower I should be
glad to put my hand into my pocket and purchase a set of envelopes, and
address applications to persons in the country, which would 1{:!;&1;@5 Proxy
votes in return, and enable persons to carry into effert their plans for those
elections.

5999. It is your ofduiun that the present rates of postage stand very much
in the way of benevolent societies being so useful and, perhaps, so extensive as
they otherwise would be ?~-I think so particularly ; as it respects the benefit to
particular candidates, that more exertions would be made ; there might be more
trouble to the governors, but there would be more correspondence, and more
revenue brought in.

4000. To what societies do you chiefly allude?—The societies for female
orphans, of which there are three; the Deaf and Dumb Institution, the Blind
Asylum, and the Orphan Asylum at Clapton, receiving objects of rather a
higher class in life. There are more endeavours made from respectable persons
to procure the introduction of children into that particelar asylum at Clapton.

4001. The Committee are to understand, then, even in obtaining sufficient
anawers for the admission of such persons the present rate of postage is o re-
straint ?—It is a bar to such an extensive canvass as is requisite to serve a par-
ticular object when the governors live in the country ; for a letter to be written
in the country to agk for a vote, at an expense of 14., where there are o great
many subseribers, is a bar, I never wrote but once in my life, and that was &o
our agent at Manchester, where there are a grent many subscribers, requesting
him to procure for me the votes of the individuals residing there,

4002, You have stated that ns may purchase a few shillings’ worth of
envelopes; do you allude to the proposal which has been made of paymg
postage by means of stamped covers —I do.

4003, Have you formed any opinion as to the convenience and advantages
of such a system ?—It would be advantageous; the working of that it s nof
necessary. for me to enter into ; as to the envelopes being sent to different places,
thet is a matter of regulation. I consider, however, that the clergymen and
respectable persons in parishes would be always likely to have & e%lmd stock of
those envelopes by them, and that they would be sure to be applied to for them
by their poor neizhbours.

4004. Being secretary to a very extensive society, with a very considerable
correspondence, would you recommend, as far as your own expericnco 5ots
the use of such envelopes which would oceasion the payment of postage in

advance ?—I am inclined to recommend it; but it reguires considerable ﬁﬂ
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~ to bring it to perfection. I do not think it could be adopted instantly; but it arough
is a thin which might be done. d Henry Beborotghy
4005. You would recommend the principle?—I think the principle is
gﬂfmﬁ. Mr. ﬂmeﬁ;ﬂaﬁu find no difficulty in supplying yourselves from
the Stamp-office with stamps necessary for your insurahces '—None at all,

4007, Mr. Parker.] Have you any objection to state what amount of
you now pay i—It is within a fraction of 700Z a year; on general-post latters
in and ont, about 6507, probably, and 201 for the twopenny postage; 65607, is

. within the mark for our general-post letters within the Un.iteﬂ.PK.ln om.

4008, What proportion do your country letters bear of that ?~—I think there
were 47 twpm;iﬂ-pnstlettemin the course of the week ; we send out & second
notice of fire policies, but in London a great many letters are delivered by our
OWD. messengers,

4007, Supposing the general postage of all letters were reduced to 1d,, have
you made a caleulation what annual sum you should pay in postage I—We
should be very glad to engage to liajr the same amount of postage per annum
which we now pay; in my mind, I should contemplate with pleasure having
the possibility of sending six times our present number of letters, having a
number of persons holding policies on our books whom we have never ad-
dressed direct from London, giving them mnotice of the expiration of their poli-
cies ; we should be glad to address them, keeping before them ourlife insurance,
which is a favourite scheme with the publie.

4010. Would not many of those be circulars ?—Certainly, & great number of
them are circulars, signed by myself; without Eignuturﬁr they are not much
attended to; every circular we send of consequence has my signature attached
to it. .

4011. Have you ever formed any estimate of the avernge amount of your
ﬁfnernl-pust letters 7—I have formed a calculation from what we pay what

e number must be as an average; we cannot give it specifically, for we do
not a register of all the letters we send out; many are fﬂrmnflﬁttﬁrﬂ; we
probably out 100 letfers to our agents in a quarter.

4012. Can you give the Committee any idea of the average Eﬂmtage per letter
of the letters you send #—No, I cannot ; I should think it is about 94. a letter;
lsume of them are to Ireland and Scotland, and perhaps double letters and heavy
etters.

4012%, Then the multiplication gix on your ent payment would not
do?—At 6 jd. the uumhgr of lat:;::s would ]l:; E:ﬁ&gﬂ 3 11:3}:3111-:1111& be wery
glad to compromise with the Post-office to pay the same amount we pay now,
which I take to be about 6501, for our future postage, and bave the advantage
of a reduced scale for inereased circulation.

4013, Would it not answer your purpose, for the circulation of prospectuses, if
this low reduction to 1d. were confined to them }—No, because our office has
been established 28 years, and the agents ave in full operation ; I think some of
the new offices would be glad of that; [ have reason to believe that a new in-
surance company has been deterred from doing all they would wish to do, from
the immense expense the present rate of postage wuyt]g lead them into.

4014, If that was the case, the reduction would not be of so much advantage
to them >—Yes, it would, because they would do it with the prospect of an equi-
valent advan

4015. Bo far as respected them, would it not satisfy your object if it was confined
to printed prospectuses?—I do not wish to inundate any set of people with
prospectuses of the Atlas Company, unless 1 had some other objeet to write on;
I'should take the advantage of having to write on one subject to introduce
anothey ; it would be rather infra diznitatem in'an office like ours, established so
long, to send circulars alone.

4016. Would it not answer the purpose of the insurance offices if they were
Permitted to send cireulars at a small rate of postage?—It would be a great
object if we were enabled to send circulars on any particular improvement,
benefiting the parties; for instance, the extension of sen risks; we began
by allowing parties to cross between Dover and Calais, or the ports in the
Channel ; in ‘the course of time we extended from Hamburgh to Brest. That
15 an advantage we should have taken an immediate opportunity of inform-

0.21. 002 ing

21 March 1898.
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Henry Desboroug, ing the public of, if we could hiave done sowithout a considerable expense, and
. should have been glad to promulgate that to persons already on our books, and

probably we should do that at a reduced rate of postage.

4017. With regard to the compulsory pre-payment, are you not upon the
whole of opinion, that, if it be determined to adopt the use of stamped co
the use of them shall be voluntary on the part of the ﬁhﬁe ?—1I feel a difficulty
with regard to that question. 1 cannot conceive a difference of system would
work well; T think it must be either compulsory or not; there might be half
a dozen sheets of thin paper put into an envelope ; there could be no uniformity
in the system of the Post-office.

4018. Even 51.1plpm:lsir|.§1 the envelope were adopted, must not the letter he
weighed >—That would hardly be necessary; a penny for half an ounce I have
seen sugmested.

40.:0. How can that be ascertained without weighing ?—1I should think the
elerk of the Post-office could ascertain it by his hand without weighing.

4o2zn. Are you to be understood to recommend that, if this plan is adopted,
the use of the stamped covers shall be compulsory =1 think so ; they being of
uniform size would not want much examination.

4021. Mr. Thornely.| You do not ohject to the payment being compulsory in
advance, provided you have this great reduction in the postage '—No. [ should
thi::‘:i that the envelopes would be useful, a supply being always readily pro-
cured.

4022, Mr. Parker.] In recommending the reduction of postage to a penny,
have you gone into calculations in respect of the real expense of the conveyance
of letters>—XNo : [ have taken that for granted. 1 have read the
and the papers generally distributed among the public establishments of the cost
of transmitting letters, which was certainly matter of surprise, but I suppose it
15 well founded, knowing as I do from my own husiness what correspondence is
going on ; and having a meneral connexion, and knowing how much the corre:
spondence is limited in fmnilies, and particularly among poor people.

4023. You have not yourself gone into any ealculations of the expense of
the Post-office commumnication —No ; I know nothing of the expense of con-
tracting for the mail-coaches, &e. I do not kmow that I ever saw such m
account.

4024. You have taken for granted the statement you have seen :—Yes.

aoas. If you were informed, on competent evidence, that that was an erro-
neous statement, should you persevere in recommending so great a reduction?
—Not 50 very great a reduction ; I should be very sorry to put in peril a large
item of revenue, being desirous of upholding the revenue, but I think the
charge is very badly arranged now, as o comparison of the list of postage will
show. If you compare Bristol and Barnstaple, any one will see how unequal it
is ; one 10 d., the other 114d. for 100 miles further.

4026, Are you disposed to approve of an uniform rate 7—7Yes, I think that is
not objectionable.

27. Stating what you have now done, as to your not having yourself gone
into uny ealculations as to the cost of transit, you eannot probably give any opi-
nion as to what the expense would be of conveying letters to Ireland 2—I do
not think the expenses can be much greater than to Edinburgh; anything
water-horne of course can be sent cheaper than by land. I presume the Go-
vernment have confidence in the steam-vessels, or they would not send letters
hy them.

}4r-iﬂ. Does not the carriage to Ireland partake of both characters, land and
water *—Yes.

402g9. Are you aware whether the steam communication is attended with
greater expense —J am not.

4030. Where letters are sent to places not in a direct line of road, but towns
lying at =ome distance from the great roads, have they not to undergo several
3 of adjusting and sorting 7—I ecannot be supposed to know much about
the system of the Post-office letters for the bye-parts or the rural distriets, fur-
ther than as I have scen the ; dropped at particular places ; they must be of
course taken up and distributed by other means.

4031, Your evidence amounts to this, that you know that yourself and per-
sois

21 Mareh 1838,
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sons engaged in similar undertakings would be exceedingly glad to have the Hewry Destorough,
postage reduced to the lowest possible amount }—Exactly so. Esq.

4o32. But you have not taken such means to ascertain the expense of the ———————
fransmission of letters, as to be able te say whether that great reduction ean be et blarck 1838,
effected without great loss to the revenue :—=No, certainly; I eannot test it by
any examination [ have given or should be disposed to give to it, being other-
wise fully occupied.

4033 Mr. Thornely.] So far as the eompany with which you are connected
are concerned, you would be willing to guarantee the revenue from loss, by
compounding for the revenue you now pay :—Yes, for the business we carry on;
and I should be glad to carry on our future business at our present rate of
postage s but the increased facilities would enable us to do much more benefit
to the office.

4034 Mr. Woed] Do you think all the other fire-offices would be willing to
give the same guarantes >—I cannot answer that question.

" 4035. Do you think they would have the same motives *—I should think
they would.

su3fi. Do vou think in that respect the trade of the insurance offices is a fair
average of the entire trade of the country >—I am not prepared to say that.

4137. Do the Committee infer that it is your opinion that the whole trade of
the country would be likely to inerease itz quantity of post letters to the same
extent =—I am very much incliaed to think they would ; I allude to the mass of
Penp&e in private life, and also from the ability to write being greater than ever
it was, and the more general plan of persons going apd leaving their families,
and settling away in other parts of the country, I conceire the postage would
he very considerably inereased.

4033, Is it not probable that the great companics economize their postage
much more than persons engaged in o smaller extent of transactions *—2Xo, I do
not think so: where a receipt bearing a premium of 55 and a duty of 3s. ix
to he sent, it would not do to send it by post, because it would eat up the
greater part of the profit, and we occasionally instruet our agents to keep them

a convenient opportunity ; it iz not a letter, and therefore ought not to be
sent as a letter, but if it isx enclosed it becomes a double letter.

4039. You say you have no objection to an uniform rate of postaze ; should
jou se¢ any objection to the same rate, if it were to appear that that unifurmn
rate, if established, must be something like 3d. or 24, instead of 1d. 7—1I should
prefer 14, ; but if there is any doubt about the change vecasinoning loss to the
revenue, the Government, of course, would not put to hazard the lo=s of the
revenue, and they might commence at 24, or 34.

4041, Should you prefer an uniform rate of Go. a letter to o graduated seale?
—({ertainly [ should, it would be less troublesome.

4041, Mr. Chalmers.| You have said you lave in your correspondence a good
many double letters and heavy letters =—We have.

4032, What is the weight of thuse letters *—They vary very mueh; where it
i+ under the ounce, they cannot charge more than treble postage.

4v43. Are many of them treble:—Yes, a good many of them, but not o
many as double or single; the majority of our letters are single post letters.

4u44. Do many exceed balf an omee in weight }—Very few. We may have
an order by letter for six fire insurances; they all pass as one letter; those
orders, probably, for insurances have been sent to the agent and not sent up,
becawse, probably, one insurance is 1007 ; the only benefit the office gets by
that is 55. The agent would not wait a month, perhaps, in sending np the
letter lest a fire should happen ; but those Ietters are frequently detained, wait-
ing an upportunity of sending other orders together with them.

qu4j. If the postage were 1d. almost all the letters now sent would pass
under that postage >*—Certainly. ]

hdrl?ﬁ, Your correspondence, you think, would increase sixfoldz—VYes, 1
think xo.

ang7. The average upon vour letters you think is about 10d. >=—That is
according to my present ealeulation ; but I think there must be some mistake
in that; if that which I have heard is correct, I do not see why ours should be
larger than other persons.

qug¥. Mr. Wood.| Are your impressions with regard to the expense of the
transit of letters mainly devived from Mr, Hill's pamphlet, and the labours of

TR TR that
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Henry Destorough, that committee which haz been sitting in the city 7~—I have read nothing’ but
. what I have seen in the . )
4uqip. The evidence which has come hefore you hitherto must be considered
in some measure as ex porfe evidence }—Certainly.

4050. Mr, Thoraely.} Can you give the Committee noy information as to the
extent to which the postage is evaded under the present hich rate of postnee?
—It is a delicate thing to give evidence on that subject ; but Thave had pareels
from the country in which am agent has improperly put in a letter; we have
always interdicted it; it is a thing that must inadvertently have been done by
an inaftention to the law; but as far as we are concerned we never pursue
such a course, and when it has been done have required it should not be done
in future.

qu3il. Mr. Parker.] From your small comparative payment to the twopemny-
post vou cannot have had recourse to that which has been the practice of
others, the plan of having letters brought to London by private hand or pareel,
and put into the twopenny-post for transmission in London >—Ne, we have
not.

4052, Mr. Toed.] If an uniform rate of 1d. were established, 35 it
opinion that vour company would henceforward send all their letters and thefr
documents, not exreeding one sheet of paper each, through the penny-pest,
which are now mostly transmitted through other chammels to their respectice
correspondents '—Certainly.

4153. Documents a« well as letters =—Yes ; policies that would bhe within
half an ounece weight would go as a letter.

4n54. Documents which are now sent by aw in such parcels without incur-
ring any ri<k *—Yez.

4n55. Those would go by post *—Yes, decidedly.

a6, Mr. Porker.] Would it he worth your while fo send cireulars if the
postage were %d. or 44, !—1 do not think we should be inclined to doit: we
might at 3d.: a reduction to 34. would be a very considerable reduetion az
regards the transmission of 2 sinele letter.

qu57. Mr. Waond.] What may be the number, on the average, of documents
you =¢nd at one time, do you apprehend, to any of the large towns, such a3
Birmingham or Liverpool It is more in reburn from those places ; we send
down hlanks, which it would not do to ~end in an envelope, they go by dozens;
but in life insurances there arve the declaration, the two reference letters (very
often three), the document in proof of aze, then there is the poliey in retum,
making five objeets for one trans~action; and when a death takes place there
are alninst the same number of doeument=: then as to fire, the documment sent
up, which we onght to have, but which we have not in fact, because it s not
worth the expense of postage, is the voucher, and bill of parcels, and o on.
A fire insurance mmhll oive rise to a greater postage, beeause there are the
recripts sent down to the agent whivh need not be sent by post now, and the
voucher for any charge of the agent, which we do not have up on account of
the postase,

4058, Mr. Pease.] Is the system of the offiee o weekly letter from agents
where business is limited, or a daily letter of adviee *—No; the only weekly
letters we have are from our hankers in Itcland, stating the monics paid in
there; but as to correspondence from tie agent that depends entirely upon
what I his to weite about, such as an order for an insurance, or a notice
a fire; prohally he would keep an order for a small insurauce for a few days,
or a fivw weeks, which he would not do if it were not for the postage, lest a firé

should take place. .
4m3u. Do vour bankers require an immediate acknowledgment of the receipt

of their remittance *—Yes, we have no letter from the agents paying the
money : We are content to have a letter from the banker in Dublin; it is the
advict of the Jodgment with him, and there it remains till we order the money
to be invested in Ireland, or paid in some other way.

21 March 1838.

Mr. Michael Brankston, called in; and Examined.
Mr. qubfin, Chairmen.] YOU are Superintendent of the business of Messrs. Leaf,

Mewhael Branksfon o
Coler & Co, r—1 am. . .. .
4061, The trade in which they are concerned is very extensive (—1It i ome

of the must extensive in the world,
4062, Is
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350 MINUTES OF EVIDEXCE TAKEN BEFORE TIIE

Mevenrs, 25 die Afartii, 1833,

MEMBEDS PRESEXT.

AMr. Clehuer-, | Mr. Thornely.
Alr, Currwe. Mr, Wallece,
Voot Lowitleer. Mre. Waiburton.
My, Parker. My, Waoand.

Lol VLU,

ROBERT WALLACE, Esg., 1~ toe Cramn.

Henry Desborough, Esq., called in; and further Examined.
Hewry Dhvioro s, yoim. Lord Seymeare,] 12 you wish to correct the answer you pave to

g question 5043 7 —1 would recommend an extension of’ correspondvnce thruugh
S the Post-officy, provided the eapense were not increased.
25 Marchi1® 5, 51un, That is, you would not recommend any additional expense, but vou

would recommend an additional correspondence, if it could be maintained a
the same expense as the present *—Exactly so.

5101, It is paturul you shouhl wish to obtain for the same price additional
conventence from the Post-uffive I—Precisely so.

5102, That is the amount of your evidence upon that point 2—Yes,

S1e3. Inanswer to J0235, you bave stated that you think * the charze for
postage is very badly arranged now, as a comparisun ol the list will show ; it vou
compare DBristol with Barnstuple, you will see how unequal it i, the one Lod.
and the vther 114, for 100 miles further”  1do you think that the charge
should be in proportion to the distance —According to the present seale; I s
the present ~cale i unerual,

51u4. You think according to the present scale, it should be according to the
distance *—Yes, certainly : it a scale of distance is adopted, that onght to be
raduated, It is supposed to be, but I think it cannot be; as between Dristol
amul Durnstaple, two towns which oeeurred to me, one isa great deal further
from Loudon than the other, and yet the po-tage is only 1 d. more.

_atoes In respect of that, Barnstaple has a great advantage over Bristol *—
Yus, it cortainly has.

stot. Do you mean that vou object to giving that advantage to Jdistant
places over those which are nearer>—Xeo; I do not object to it, but I speak of
the present scale of the Post-office charge, that it :1‘;:-[11:-.111 to me at pre-ent it is
deticicnt; there i= ouly 1l ditherenes for o hundred miles distance, they do not
appear to me to keep to their prilu:illniu.

51o7. Do ven think it objectionable that a letter for 200 miles, shoull not
pay double what it does for 100 miles =1t onsht to pay more; the scale of the
Po-t-office is supposed to be gradusted on priveiple; [ have always snpposal
there i~ a prim'ipllt.- atlopted, bt how it happens that Dristol is 104, and Bam-
staple 11d,, when 20 miles is 4d., 1 canuot understand.

sto8. Lord Lewther] What distance is Barnstaple from London :—180 ur
10002 1miles,

Ston Lord Somewe.| Tn answer to question 4035 you <ay that it s not pro-
bable that the great companies would veonomize their postages more than
persons in retail trnde 2—Y es.

Siee Do von not think that persons whe have many letters to semd to one
town, van tihe wdvantage of those many letters by sending them all umder vne
cover, o the nature of slips ¥—1 Jdo not koow of such a practice,

2111, You are not aware that such a practice exists as wriling on one slieet
of paper letters to several houses 2=No, T oever heard of that.

strz IF sueh a practice existed, do you not think it would give a great
sehvantige to the large houses over the small ones 2—To houses of trady, ware-
howsemen, and =0 on, it might ; 1 can ulll}' speitk of the jlmcﬂcu of 2 puhh‘.‘

cun I:IIilI I}' .
5113, M
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SELECT COMMITTEE ON POSTAGE. 3 2 A0S

s113 M Thorndy. | You were understood in your former examinativn to gy, ary Do, 26
sav, that it is the custom of vour vifice to pay the postage outwards on the By
letters vou send to vour agents *—I[t is, :

3 14 1o your find that letters are less safely delivered on aceount of the = Manboi5g,
po-tage being paid than it” it was not puid 7—>XNo, 1 never hear any complaint-

ol non-delivery.

Mr. (7. H. called in 3 and Examined.

5115 Chatrman.] YOU reside in 2 town in Seotland, do you not >—I do. Me ot M

5116, You once were in the cupacity of a traveller between that town and ———
others*—I was so for many years.

3117, Yon also conveyed parcels and letters to other towns on the way F—
Yo,

suis. In the eapacity of a carrier, had you oecasion tv vonvey letters ta
vour clstomers ! —Yos,

) 5114 Have the ;:mdnu.--i to state m what way the conveyance of letters wis
managed F—It was managred in varions ways,

sram State the different ways to w hich vou allude *—It was done frequently,
when orders were sent from one merelent to another, Liv way of [IIEIllierlli,Il_l.l'.ﬂr
tor him to call at Mes-rs. Soamd-So and get tor Mr. M*Gregor, or whatever
the name might be, such an article, a pieee of msling or whatever it misht be.
Another way was to mark often o . the back of'a letter, * with a parcel,” whick
wiis imderstood to be preventing the Post-oifice from prosecuting tor the con-
verance of the letter, althomgh no pareel was conveved with it Another way
war matkimg it with a tritling ~sum of money, thougzh o money was ~ent with
the letter.  Another way, which was the most frequent tor the generality
uf the public, especially the poorer elisses, was to make a small pareel, probably
a little piece of” brown paper, or a piece of’ an old newspaper, wrapped round
the Jurter with a piece of ~tring,

3121, Those were committed to your care>—Yes.

iz, What did you charg: for those letters:—We had various rates of
charge, principally trom 1d. to 24d.

srar Diad you charge 24, for singee letters =—1 never mnde inquiry whether
they were single or donble 5 0 it was 2 small packet we took it the same.

124 IF a person gave you vne letter, you charged 24, for it?>—Yes, 14
or 2 4., according to the circunistances ; 2o when we coubd get it.

5125 Have vou any recollection of how muany letters you carried in that
way duily :—1I have made some calenlation of’ the thing, but how fu it might
approximate to the truth I do not know, bat I Keep within boands when I say
) daily, myselt and the other earricrs on the station. '

sizo, How many other carriers were there on the station 7 —There were ~ix
o i altorether.

i1e7e Did voun go and veturn daily, or didl you o one day and return the
other* —We went one day amd returned the other 5 the halt’ went one day andl
lalf the other 3 we were going amd returning alteruately, bt the carriers were
zoing every day,

it28, How many letters do vou think vou yourself earrivd daily 2Tt wonild
be o dificalt thing for me to ~tate, but [ have scen oecasionally probably Lo
and 2, thiat i ineludingr eireulurs 3 bat there were other days that Tl fews
of nothe 3 1 eompute the mumber that T earricd myself at abont o that is, every
day throneh the whole vear ; thut is the average,

Jhzae Sixodays in the weeh 7 —Yes,

M ET vour think the other carriers leud an coqual munber with vouF—1
oy presume they had becanse they bad an equal chance of doing Tinsiness
with myselt, and they were, to me, seeminglv emplosed s we kept onr transi-
uti- o course quite seeret, cacept when I lave seen them with a handtol of
letters o T Doy |..-I||:u| miv-ell.

3131, Did the carriage of letters atford you a good ineome {~"They turnished
3 gond remuneration they were epsily carried; thes catsed o« little or na
tronble and no expense.

32 What would your 50 letters a day average in money to you we hly F=—
Proliably out of these 30 we might have 10 or L3 at 1d. and the rest at 24,
bt 1 aun taken unawares with the (uestion ; probably there might be wore, |

would say about lall of each.
n21. £ a3t Woukd
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