The Man — Balchen Connection.
(This version June 2010)

The aim of these notes is to present examples of the claims that have been made by the
Man and Cumberland families that a relationship exists between the Balchen family of
London, represented by Mary (Balchen) Man and her sister Elizabeth Cumberland, and
that of Admiral Sir John Balchen.

These claims can be overt such as claiming in a marriage announcement that so-and-so is
a niece of the admiral’s or covert such as using the armorial shield of the Admiral’s.

And yet in spite of all these claims it is safe to conclude that the admiral was NOT the
uncle of Mary and Elizabeth and that at best one can say only that the Admiral and the
Balchen sisters had some form of distant kinship relation but it is not possible to say what
that was.

Mary Balchen was born in 1721 in London, the third daughter of Richard and Martha
(Hitchcock) Balchen, and was baptized on 26 April 1721 at St. Mary Aldermary,
London. She married John Man on 26 February 1746/7, two years after the admiral had
drowned. Mary died in October 1798 at the home of her son James in Walworth
Common, St Mary Newington, Surrey, but was buried on 23 October at St. Mary
Matfellon, Whitechapel, Middlesex.

In the possession of the descendants of James Man (1755 - 1823), the youngest son of
John and Mary Man, are many pieces of silver in the form of spoons, knives, plates,
coffee pots, etc. Engraved on each of these items is a crest which is known as James
Man's “ship crest” and which looks as follows:

In other words, what we see here is a large anchor with a sail or banner across it and on
the banner or sail are three small objects. Given the size of the crest on the silver it is not
possible to know what exactly the three small objects are.

After Admiral Sir John Balchen’s unfortunate death on 4 Oct 1744 at the age of 77, his
widow Susannah, aided by public donations, paid for a monument to be erected in her
husband’s memory in the North Transept of Westminster Abbey (see below).



Sir Robert Balchen has written the following description of the Admiral’s monument:

“When 1 first saw this memorial in the 1960s, | was surprised to notice that, although on
top of the coat of arms there was a knight's helmet (visor open and facing front), there
was no crest on top of it. One day | took advantage of a wooden stepladder, which
someone had left nearby, to investigate further. It was then obvious that there had been a
crest at some previous time: clearly visible was the hole in which it would have fitted,
and the stone was ragged at that point. | wrote to the Dean and Chapter about it, and their
records revealed that the crest had been knocked off and damaged by the erection of
scaffold poles for the Coronation of William 1V in 1830! It took a little research to find
that, appropriately enough, John Balchen's crest had been an anchor, and from its
cross bar depended a blue banner bearing three fleurs de lis, probably symbolising
three sea battles with the French fleet. In 1970 I paid for its reconstruction in memory
of my father Leonard George Balchin who had died not long before, and for the
repainting in the correct colours of the coat of arms below. Thus it appears in its true
glory today.[see picture below]”

It is interesting that Robert Balchen expended so much time and energy on a person to
whom he was related in a way that neither he nor any other member of the Balchen
family has been able to properly describe. It seems that Mary and Elizabeth are not the
only ones who have felt the need to lay claim to the admiral.

When one compares the crest of James Man with that of the Admiral’s they are virtually
identical, each consisting of an anchor with a banner forming a sail, etc. This then raises
a question as to whether James may have freely helped himself to the crest.



Another piece of evidence that has been used to claim a possible relationship between the
London Balchens (Mary Man’s family) and the Admiral’s comes from notes made by
Hubert Man (1876 — 1956). These notes were made while Hubert was looking at an old
silver coffee pot, which had been in the Man family for some time.

But first some background: on 17 May 1777 Eleanor Ann Thompson married Henry Man
(1748 - 1799). Henry was the eldest son of John Man and Mary Balchen, and hence
James Man’s brother. James Thompson, the father of Eleanor Ann Thompson, after the
death of his wife Ann Eastham, married Susannah Balchen in 1752. Susannah was the
sister of Mary and Elizabeth Balchen. Hence James Thompson, the father-in-law of
Henry Man, married Henry’s maternal aunt.

Here are Hubert’s notes:

“A silver Coffee Pot

Presumably it was inherited, but I first saw it in possession of Mrs. William Lionel Man
(widow of Uncle Bill), thence it passed to his brother Edward Garnet Man, thence to the
latter 's son myself Hubert William Man. The date was given by Rouge Croix of the
Heralds College as 1755 but Stenhouse, art dealer of Folkestone, said that it is an old
tankard beaten into an old coffee pot, the tankard dating from a date between 1650 &
1700. The coffee-pot bears a coat of arms added Stenhouse says when it was converted
into a coffee-pot, the arms are;

For Thompson: Quarterly - First & Fourth - A lion passant guardant between three
crosses crosslet. Second & third three lozenges.

The Thompson arms on the coffee pot are the same arms as those born, by the family of
Eleanor Ann Thompson who married Henry Man.



For Balchen: Impaling: A crescent with a bordure of eight etoiles [stars] of six points.

Note that Stenhouse dates the coffee pot around 1750, which is close to the marriage date
of James and Susannah. The Balchen half of the shield as described by Hubert Man bears
an almost identical resemblance to the arms shown on the monument to Admiral Sir John
Balchen in Westminster Abbey. In fact the Admiral’s arms as described by Sir Robert
Balchen are:

*“... vert a crescent within eight mullets in lozenge or (eight gold stars surrounding a
crescent on a green background).”

Here they are side by side:

1. A crescent with a bordure of eight etoiles of six points. (Hubert Man)

2. ... vert a crescent within eight mullets in lozenge or (eight gold stars surrounding a
crescent on a green background) (The Admiral’s memorial).

Hubert Man goes on to note that:

“The arms show that a male Thompson married a female Balchen”.

Since Hubert is looking at an engraved silver coffee pot there is no color so he cannot
supply “vert’ for the Balchen background or “gold’ for the stars.

The Balchens were of humble origins and probably did not have a crest or shield until
these were granted to the Admiral. It is therefore more than likely that the London
Balchens were freely borrowing from what belonged to the Admiral.

A third and much more direct example of a claim of a relationship comes from Richard
Dennison Cumberland’s memorial at Driffield church (see below). Richard’s mother was
Eliza Balchen, Mary (Balchen) Man’s sister.

Beneath the alter of this chancel are deposited the remains of the Revd RICHARD
DENISON CUMBERLAND L.L.D. Vicar of this parish, and Rector of Harhill adjoining:
who during forty eight years administered its sacraments in commemoration of the
sufferings and death of his redeemer, on whose intercession and merits alone were founded
his hopes of Salvation. He died 31st January, 1825, aged 72.

His descent was from honourable ancestors, being grandson to JOHN CUMBERLAND,
whose life and fortune were devoted to his country in producing that invaluable discovery
the bending ship-timbers by steam.

By blood he was connected with Richard Cumberland a learned divine, author of several
classical productions, a mild and pious priest, who without suspecting or soliciting
promotion was called to the see of Peterborough, in 1668, solely for his eminent virtues.

On his mothers side he was lineally descended from the gallant Admiral BALCHEN,
to whose memory having perished in the Victory, his country has dedicated a
monument in Westminister Abby.




He married SUSANNA TIMBRELL, youngest daught of ROBERT and REBECCA
TIMBRELL, of Ewen in Wiltshire, by whom he had issue CHARLES DENISION (who
died young and reposes near his father) and SUSAN WILLET, wife of the Revd. JOHN

JONES A.M. of Brecon in South Wales.

A fourth example comes from two notices placed in newspapers announcing the marriage
of George Cumberland to Elizabeth Balchen. Unfortunately the printer made an error and
named Elizabeth’s sister Ann as the wife of George. The first notice is from the
Whitehall Evening Post or London Intelligencer and the second (I believe) from the
Gentleman’s Magazine.

Lalt Wednefday was committed to New Prifon by
‘William Withers, Efq; one Mary Cowcl, on Sufpicion of
ftealing an Iron Stay, fuppofed to belong to a Sign.

Some more of the Gang which infefled the Ficlds near
Kemith Town, Pancras, &c, and are fuppofed 1o be of the
fame Gang who lately robbed Mr Bendy, Fithmonger,
have been taken up on the Information of an Accomplics.

MARRIED. On Thurfday Mr. Com it the
South-Sea Houfe, was married to Mifs An Niect
to the late Admiral,

On Thurfday was married at St. Thomas’s Chapel. Mr.
Reed, 2 Baker in the Borough of Southwark, to Mifs Bod-
dington, only Daughter of Mr. Boddi of Newi

For SEPTEMBER,

Pritain, unto his grace Algernon duke
of Semerfet, b{vlnz mme, fyle, 1d
title of biron L h, of Wark h

Yefterday Mr. Ryder an Attorney at Greenwich, was
mariedio Mifs Sherwood, of Thaunerfrese

1749. 40K
a brave and experienced officer, was
marrizd to Mif: Charity Treby, cldeft
d to the late hin, Charles Tres

worth-caftle in the county of Nerthume-
berland, and earl of N-sr[bnm!g:l.mr_j;
to ho'd the fame to him, and the heirs
male of his bodv j and, .in defaule of
fuch iffi2, to 5ir Hugh Smithfon, of
Stanwicl: 0 the cognry of Yerk, bart.
{en-in-law to the faid duke of Somerfet)
and the heirs male of his bedy by the
lady Elizabeth Smithfon his prefent wife
(dwughter of the faid duke of 5 fer)

Efg; formerly fecretary at war,
?ny;ﬂcr ?J‘f the houl’]mld 1o Eﬂ majeftys
and one of the lords commiflioners of
the treafory, and neice to her grice the
dutchefs dowager of Leeds; a youmg
lady of beauty, merit, and fortunc.

A few days fince the right kon, the
lxd Kinnaird, fon to the countefs
Newbargh, was married to Mifs Kemp,
on: of the Coheirefl:

and, in default of fuch ifiue, the digni-
tics of baronefs Warkworth, of Wark-
worth-caftle,’and counte(s of Northum-
berland, to the faid lady Elizabeth
Smithion, and the dgnities of barun
Warkworth, asd Earl of Northumber-
land tu her heirs male,
His majefty has alfo been plerfed to
ot wnto hus grace Alzernon duke of
!:\mml, the dgnitizs of a laron and
er) of the kinpdom of Great Britain,
by the name, fiyle and title of baron of
Cackermouth in the coonty of Camber-
hand, and Earl of Egremant in the faid
county of Cumberland, to hold the fame
to him, and the heirs male of his bedy ;
ard, in default of fuch iflue, 10 Sir
Charles Wyndham, of Otcherd-Wynd-
bam, in the county of Somerfet, bart,
" {nephew to the faid duke of Samerfet)
and the heirs male of his body ; and in
default of fuch ifue, to Percy Wyndham
Obrian, of Short-Grove in the county
of Effex, cfg; (brocher to the faid Sir
Charles Wyndham, and nephew to the
faid duke of Somerlet) and the heirs
male of his body.

MarriAGES.

7. Was married st St Law-
renee’s church by Guilehall, the rev,
Mr. Wiles, reftor of St. Bride’s, to
Mifs Ladbroke, fift:r to Sir Robert
Ladinolze.

16. Thomas Plummer Bovde, Efnj
of Ware park in Hertfordfhire, was
married to Mifs Hepe, Davg f the
bte Andrew Hops, elg; = brewer ar
Narton Falgate,

19. The reve Mr. Archerfon, chap-
lain'to the right hon. the lord Windfor,
was marries ro Mifs Matthews, fifler
10 —— Matth-ws, efy; of Hampton.

A few days ago lientenant Panl Our-
¥, of his majefty"s thip the Monmouth,
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of =——
Efq; of the county of Sullex.

We hear from Scotland, that the
right hon, the earl of Balcarras was
lazely married there o mifs Daleymple,
fifter of fr Hugh Dalrymple, bares
metaber of parliament for North Ber-
rick, Jedbarg, &

21, Mr. Cumberland, of the South
Sea houfe, was married to mifs Ana
Balchen, nicce to the late admiral,

DeaTHS

Sept, 2, Died, aged mear 100, at her
boule in Grofvenoe-firett, the countel
dowager of Uxbridze,

The fame day dicd Mr. John Cabiball,
a: his houfe in the Pouliry, a merchant
of this city.

4. Died Mr, Barron, a metcer at the
feven #hars on Ledtags-hill, and com=
mon councilmanof Farringdonwithouts

Died at Iingten an alefeller, whoy
before he was thiry-five, by excefiive
drinking, d-prived himfe'f of his fight 3
but notwithfanding, Wﬂl'il!\l'd h‘ﬁ ex=
ceft, till at length he deprived himfelf
of his life alfo,

15, Cime advice from Stowe in
Buckinghamilire of the death of the
Rt. Hon. the LA, Viicount and Baroa
Colham, Colorel of a regiment of dra<
goons, Field-Morfhal, and Ranger of
Windfor. Forait, and one of the Lords of
th: Privy=Council.

Hix Lardthio, in the foventh of Kin
Wiliam (rhen Sir Richard Temple
was chofen iember of Paclias ent foe
the town of Backingham ; and on the
12th of Apnil, *7 wis conilitul
Licutenant of the town of Buckingham,
and county thereof, for which town
ferved in Parliament whitt he conti=
nued 2 Commanier, and was clefed, in

the ath of Quesn Anne, one of - the
Knights of ths Mite tor that couaty 5
L



Note that Richard Dennison Cumberland’s memorial says his mother was a direct
descendant from the Admiral (not possible) and the newspapers say she is a niece.



