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THE. CAPTIVE, &

IMMURED within the walls of a chamﬁer

conftructed of Egyptian granite; high 'fuf-
pended above the earth, and too ftrong to
nourith any hope of efcape, even if I'were in-

clined to.make the unpromifing experiment

how can a man, “habituated to Conﬁnement

better pafs away fome of his vacant hours,;j
than by recording the fingular relations:of a.

departed friend, who could have no motive
to deceive him; who partook, while life re-

mained, of the fame reftraints; and kindly

taught the companign of his fate to mitigate
its extreme {everity2: | S
It is, moreover, pleafing to lndulge the

idea,. that thefe detached Memoirs:may one
B
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day be read in a clearer light than that,
which; arrefted by the bars of a rude grating,
chequers the paper on which I infcribe them;
perhaps. even fall into the hands of fome
being of refined feelings, and convey to him
the pleafing confolation, that no events are
capable of totally overwhelming a mind en-
riched with ufeful knowledge, the love of
the arts, fimplicity, and truth .—to fuch an
one, opulent in refources, his foul, at cer-
tain moments, feeds on her gathered fancies,
and realifes the features of imagination.

- That merciful Caufe, who frequently
ftrengthens the mental faculties of the blind,
ahd fecretly confoles the opprefled, cheered

me alfoin“my corfinement with a“venerable
* companion, whofe fweet and compofed mind
inflienced my impatient fenfations; and the
filent remembrance of whofe calm conver-
fation, now that he is taken from ‘me, is
dearer ‘to.my fenfes, ‘than even liberty, in a
badworld; could poffibly have been.

- Holy:thade of my departed friend ! Shed
“thy complacent influedice on thy folitary
pupil, difciple, -and. admirer; who, while
- practifing - thyleflons of ferenity, and phi-
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lofophic refignation, confoles himfelf, in’ his
cell, with recording the pleafant pictures'of
thy almoft unknown country, and the agree-
ble communications of a liberal-minded man.

Eyes exhaufted with ftudy, a conititution
weakened with fatigue, and a heart lacerated
with difappointments, were the early fruits
of my too fanguine expectations. 1.had,
before 1 was 'thirty; feen too much to find
any thing interefting ; and knew, alas! too
well, what was excellent in moft, to belikely
often to mect with that which I could ap-
prove. | | |

At this period, a train of long and melan..
choly events condudted me to the gloomy
gates of a prifon, of which;; although for
many years my fad abode, 1 know not to
this day the fecrets of the ddrk interiour.—
" Too much affliGted to lift my eyes from the
ground, I was rudely thruft forward into a
“cell, that I chofe not to behold ; and when
the heavy door clofed upen me, the found
of whofe jarring hinges feemed to take away
my breath, 1 fell fenfelefs on the folid pave-
-ment that fupported it.  On recovering from

this fwoon, I found myfelf feated on a fopha,
B 2 | \
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and fupported by a venerable old man, who, |
with a pleafant {miling countenance, bade
me be cheerful.

.« Is this(faid ], prefling hlS hand whlch
had friendly taken.hold of mine),—is this
the abode of cheerfulnefs? Have confinement
and chains any thing to offer me in exchange
for freedom, probably for ever loft 2—DNo;
(faid 1, the tears pouring down my cheeks,
while 1 threw myfclf at his feet, in the ex-
‘tremeft agony), 1f ‘you talk to me of cheer-
fulnefs; reftore me to.light and liberty:—O
Sir! if ever compaffion touched your heart,
let it now-plead 111 behialf of an innocent man,
who has been barbaroufly betrayed I”’—With-
out attempting-to {peak or raife me, he {uf-
tered . me - to weep Hor fome moments-on his
knees ;" when, fuirprifed at his ﬁlencc 1, at
length, hited up my head, to feek-in his
face for a.reply; and perceiving his eyes
{wimming 1n tears, I exclaimed, * Yes, yes,
I behold my deliverer!”’

- The generous man, who guefled at my
erroneous idea of his fituation, by what had
before efcaped me, wonld not fuffer my mif-
take to miflead me any longer.—* Cam-
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panion of my confinement (faid he), look for
no other relief from me, than what my coun-
cils can afford: like you, I once experienced
nearly all the bitternels of your prefent feel-
ings; yet without {uch a friend as yeu have
found to fhare them.—1I, alas ! am alfo here a
prifoner I—But the invifible hand that bruifed

me, has bound up my wounds, and fent .
philofophy to teach me that refignation,
which 1 defpair not of making you partake
of, when nature has done lamenting: within
you.”

Though his words deprived me of my firft
hopes, yet, as they were {poken to- my
afflicted foul, they conveyed an unexpe&ed
ray of hope; and I rofe up, to look at the
man, or rather angel, as I then thought hjm,
more diftinctly.

He was tall, well proportioned, and feemed
to be about fixty years of age, with -fine
hlver locks, and a flrong beard, that def-
cended in waving lines to his girdle; his
face was regularly proportioned, and his fea-
tures were fullof intelligence.—Hehad a fmall
yellow turban on his head; and his garment
of fine white woollen reached to his feet in

B 3
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- many folds, tied beneath the cheft’ with
a narrow black girdle clafped with gold.—
His feet were bare, but under them were
light wooden fandals. He had a large oval
gold ring in one ear, and the cuffs of his
fleeves extended to the backs of his hands.
Such was the graceful figure that then ftood
before me, and, with an a& of benignity,
held out his arms to embrace my emaciated
form: taking me by the hand, Come (faid
he, with a gracious {mile), the fight of thefe
bare walls contributes to deprefs your {pirits,
¢ome and fee the apartment which I occupy ;
had I expected ever to behold again another
human face, even this fhould have been
adorned in a better manner.”’ |
But judge of my aftonifhment, when, on
liiting up a piece of matting that covered a
fmall door-way, he introduced me into a
{pacious oblong apartment, that {eemed to
be elegantly furnifbed, though not very well

lit; the walls of which were ornamented
with about a dozen fine drawings, regularly

arranged, and highly finifhed.
- Above a flat cenotaphi of white marble, of
the jufteft proportions of archite&ure, and
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foftbeautiful ofnaments, bung the portriit of
a female of a divine countenance and. ﬁgure,
repofing: ont a fopha and embracmg a-child’ -
as lovely as a.cupid, while another lay ﬂcep_
ing at her feet. On the cenotaph were two;
bronze -figures ; and, in the middle; a vaﬁ;
of the fame materials, which, for the richnefs :
of its workmanfhlp, feemed 1neﬁ1mable ,J _;;ﬂ
near it lay two rolls, richly bound, whofe
title I could not decipher; on each fide Werc
high bronze candalabrums, with.each its -
lamp of :an antique form; and all round thc
chamber ran a low feat, which appeare_d_
under it to'be furnithed with manufcriptsitﬂ‘ ;
rolls, ‘mathematical and mufical mﬁruments
and many things of a form I could. not corn- _
prehend. But what moft of all furprifed me*
was, that, on one of the pictures neareft: to: R
me, I faw feveral figures employed, ‘whofe -
drefs was altogether as fingular as that: of
my new acquaintance: in a word, if bcfore
I was ftruck with horror on approachmg
my prifon from its difmal appearance,. I.was.
now equally confounded with aﬁomfhmentﬂ
at the elegance of its interiour;: a:circums .

ftance, - which, conﬁdermg the IOLIVES . thaté

I| --..
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- had fent me hither, I was altogether at a lofs
to.account for.,

I had remained motionlefs fome time, con-
templating a icene which I could not com-
prehend, when the old man went up to the
wall, and extending his arms while he wept
over them, and looking back at me with a
fmile—¢ It 1s time (faid he) to undeceive
you ; whatever you behold is only the effect
of an agreeable art, and nothing is folid in
this chamber but the four fmooth walls, the
bars of 1ts windows, and the feats that fur-
round it.”’—S3o0 faying, he withdrew two pins
that extended a {ort of embroidered curtain
at the upper end of the room, difclofing be-
hind it a recefs, with a {mall grated window,
in which was placed his bed, elegantly neat,
and the fides and top of the recefs adorned
with rich inventions in bas-relief.

«« After what you have told me (faid I), I
am apt to ditruft my fight; is that a real
bed or not ¢’ ¢ Itis (faid he), afluredly, but
the fculpture is not what it feems; you find
all thele ornaments agreeable ; and I am hap-

py In the opportunity of fhewing you, that
the appearance of even a dungeon may be
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.conﬁdcrably improved. —When you; fkn@w
how many of my leifure-hours this: operatlm
has beguiled, your wonder wﬂl be diminifh- -
‘ed.—Sixteen years it. has. agreeably amufed
corroding thoughts the materials are. on}y~‘f-:_'f
chiarcoal and’ my finger; -and ‘you are:the -
Airft ftranger that has as yet mfpe&ed the*
cffects of the operation. = 5
“ But we fhall have time enough 1 fear, to.
explain it all at our leifure. At prefent take
fome, refreﬂlmcnt and -retire to. reﬁ, coms=*
pofe your {piritsa little s tO-MOITOW. We wﬁl :._5
talk of .our fituatiori, when, if you t:'hufe.fh‘:j’,i i
you fhall relate to me your ftory, and F.1n.
return will acquairit you with mine; whlch
I can affure :you before-hand, is of a nature
very. unéom‘rnbn* - and {uch, aé I hope, added
to my precepts, is of a texture able to fufpend -
at . leaft, your prefent chagrin, 1f not alta=-
gether to-banifh it from your mind™* ;- i
The gay -air with which hé uttcred all
thls joined. to the extraordinary {céne. beforc
me, and his kind affurances, dlﬁ'ufcd a: fort
of ¢alm over:my before-agitated frame,: and -
- I hot only ate heartily of the frugal meal fet -
before-me, but that night fell into a repofe-
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as found, and uninterrupted, as my earlieft
infancy had ever enjoyed.

When I awoke, and the memory of the
laft evening-adventure returncd, it appeared
fo like a dream, tha:r, although the fun’s
rays fhone on the grarings of my prifon, I
was at a lofs to believe it real ; but the quick
fenfation of poignant regret too faithfully
confirmed the certainty of my immurement,
and a ftrong {ufpicion of the duration of this
capuvity, {Imote {o rudely at my heart, that
1 could not help breaking forth into loud
lamentations.——¢ Criel, accurfed tyrant!
(I exclaimed) may you yet feel what I feel 1"
A warm fhower of tears followed, and I lay
extended on my mattrefs like a man in de-
fpair.  When, at length, looking up, there
was the old man fitting in the window, the
very 1mage of patience and refignation; his
action feemed to reprove me; but, till firft
fpoken to, he uttered not a word ;—when,
without rifing from his feat, he obferved
that the day was far advanced ; and afked me
if I would partake with him of fome flight
repaft; obferving, that nature required re-
pairs, efpecially after fuch immoderate grief.
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The word immoderate, though exprefled
with a foftened tone, recalled me to reflec-
tion; and I replied—* Good old man, who-
ever you are, your conduct, {o much the rew
verfe of mine, makes me blufh.”— No,
(faid he) but you ought to confider, as you
will {oon, that complaint only weakens our
powers of {uffering, and that no fituation is
without confolation on this fide the grave.
Let me aflure you, that I came hither only
becaufe Iloved liberty before all other earthly
bleflings, and was {evered from all that makes
life defirable 1n the prime of life.—Yet am I
now tranquil, ealy, nay almoft content, after
a long and folitary confinement; deprived
till now of all connection with fociety ; let
me repeat:this to you, young man, and let it
kindle in you, a hope that you may alfo be
one day compofed and tranquil, if nothappy.”*

I liftened as to the voice of an angel, I
took ‘{fome food from his honoured ‘hands,
and he continued his difcourfe. |

¢ That you are deftined to this oblivious
abode for life perhaps, I can fcarcely enter-
tain a doubt-({aid he), becaufe my own con- .
finement.has fo long continued, and 1 know
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fo well the temper of the - tyrants to whom
this place belongsi-~What has been the caufe
of your misfortune, 3f not too painful to recite,
you will oblige me*by confefling ;" that you
- may have been fent here without having done
any thing criminal, ‘I can readily conceive;
both from a knowledge of my own inho-
cence, and the ingenitous air of your counte=
nance ;—yet ftill, my: child, whatever may
have been your faults, or even crimes, do
“not hefitate in difclofing them to a man, now
almoft without paffions (at faying which, he
caft a tender look at the picture) ; there is no.
fituation that precludes aroendment,  if the
heart be foftened. by:repentance ; no. aﬂh&mn
for which the und¢rftanding has not an: an-
tidote ; no fuﬂ’ermg ‘without :its alleviation ;
except the fauety which fprings from-habi-
tual unreftrainéd *waaufnefs, and a totally‘
torrupted heart.” . - ;-

« What! (faid I nﬁng up, and c]afplng'
my hands together) will my good intentions
foften the rigour of my confinement? will
my.virtues,: for for my, virtues I came here,
give light even to this fombrous dungean 2
—yes, -venerable fage;. when, like you, - Lam

R A
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divefted of my paﬁions, they may perhaps,
help me to be refigned ; but now they only
aggravate my mifery, by fhewing me that
they are a ufelefs poffeflion : for what active
bent can they now .take, whom can they
{erve, whom protect?”

« Yourfelf (faid the venerable man, with
ineffable fweetnefs), and the repofe of your
immortal mind : when cut off from {ociety, the
care of ourfelves becomes a duty, Perhaps
I alfo may receive your benevolent fervices;
perhaps I may convince you, that even this
immenfely mafly tower does not exclude us
from aflifting our fellow creatures,”

« 1 bluth (replied 1), at my own {elfithnefs
and impatience ; but bear with the petulance
of achild. 1 hope much from your exam-
ple; yet own I cannot comprehend what you
mean by our here ferving mankind ”’

« Many things have I to relate to you (faid
he), that will thake your confidence; but this
is eafily explained ; {carce a week paﬁ’e‘s n
which [ do not fave many lives: 1am now
at the ftation of humanity, ’tis that which
keeps me {o clofe ar . this little window.—
Come hither, and behold that dark fpot in the

C
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fiream, which fo rapidly encircles the rocky
promontory on which this caftle is con-
ftructed. It is a {funken rock, on which, at
my firft coming here, while I was bewailing
myfelf as the moft unfortunate of the human
race, I beheld ‘a merchant-boat, filled with
feveral families, ftrike and go down; while
my ears and eyes were fhocked with the cries

and ftruggles of the unhappy {ufferers. The
event produced its full effets; and from

that day I have confidered it as my moft
pleafing duty, when this Nile is at a certain
height, to give notice to all boats approach-
- ing by the ftream of this invifible danger.
—Many have I preferved fince that time;
they hear my voice, but they fee me not;
and I obferve, by their actions, that I pais
for the good demon of the tower. Is not
this fome compenfation for perpetual con-
finement ? does it not give {ome importance
to my irkfome folitude, fome {cope to my
virtnous powers? could I, if I had con-
tinued in the world, have hoped, in the {fame
fpace of time, to have done fo much good?
You too may, perhaps, be indulged by me in
" a participation-of this attribute, if you do not
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difdain thele confolations : your‘;roice 1S
ftronger, and you are young enough, 1f you
pafs your probationary ftudies 1n this {cience
of humanity, to fucceed, when 1 die, to the
honours of my exalted poft.” |

« Your words are life and light (faid I).
O, excellent philofopher! I am abafhed be-
fore you: your commands fhall in future
be my laws; prepare to hear the abridged.
relation of my fufferings. '

‘“ T am a native of Europe, and was born
in the city of Venice: my family are noble,
and I am an only fon—heir to confiderable
eftates : it was the wifh of all my relations,
that my education thould further their prof-
pelts ; the beft mafters were procured for
me, my exerciies were becoming my rank—
my_proﬁcienﬁcy was correiponding ; and, at
twenty years of age, I was flattered, carefled,,
and ruined, by the partialityiof all. around.
me. o

« A confiderable match of intereft was.
now contracted for me; but my heart dif<
claiming the connection, I made no {cruple

of refufing the alliance, and fhould probably,

from the great influence I poffefled, have
C 2
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efcaped the cenfure of my parents, had it
not been difcovered, that my refufal arofe
from fome previous engagements, contralted,
during my {tudies at Padua, with the niece
of my tutor, whofe affections I had gained,
unknewn even to her uncle; and whom, n
the boiling effervefcence of my youthful
paifions, -1 had {worn to efpoule, when time
fhould make me mafier of my eftate.

“ The difclofure of this connection was
inftantly followed by her arreft: and when,
with all the adour of an enraptured youth, I
flew to communicate to her our triumphs, I
grew almoft frantic at finding fhe was gone.

 After two vears fruitlefs fearch, in which
I exercifed all the ingenuity and fineffe of my
countrymen, united to the zeal and impati-
ence of a difappoinred lover, I difcovered
the convent where fhe was concealed; and,
by a bold, well executed manouvre, had the
glory and the happinefs to receive her in
my longing arms—but this exquifitc fatis-
faction was of fhort duration; for we were
fcarcely out of Venice when we were both
again arrefted, owing to the fuperior vigi-
tance of the ftate; and, after being torn from
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all that I valued in life, I found myfelf ..
almoft, the next inftant, 1n the bottom of an
accurfed {tate-dungeon.. .

« Here I paffed four whole years;. pur-
fuing the moft intenfe ftudies, as an alle-
viation of my defpair; and refufing all com-
promife with. my family; determined to.
prefer the honour of keeping my oath, to
my liberty ;. till at length, weary of my firm-
nefs, and unwilling to lofe their only hope,
my freedom was given me, onthe condition
ol my accepting the knighthood of Malta:.
—Terms, which my veliement paffion made
me prefer to a perfidious alliance—1I went to
the ifland; determined,. by the fevereft fer-
vices, to obliterate, if poffible, the. warmth
of my enthufiaftic paffion; or, by perifhing

in an honourable fervice, to. extinguifh my
life and love together,

«« Tt would be tedious to rlate the adven.
tures of a life fo irregular as mine. now
became : debts, duels, and gaming, occa-
fioned. me many. moments of remorfe and
chagrin; but, by this diffipation, my af-
fection only, became ftronger; and it was in

vain 1 tried to fupprefs the calls of an aftec-
. - C 3 |
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tion, which had taken root in my very frame.
Ovércome by its force, 1 flew to the Grand
Mafter, threw myfelf at-his feet; refigned
my honours, and returned almoft diftracted
‘to my own country.— Then it was 1 arrived
only to receive my dying father’s embraces
and fruitlels repentance, to find myfelf in
polleflion of a large eftate, and to hear that
my mifirefs had taken her vows, and was loft
to me for ever.

« Difgufted with every {pecies of arbitrary
power, weary of myfelf, and of mankind,
my firft refolution was to reform the abufes
of the ftate, or to quit for ever my native
foil: but I was too warm, and too fan-
guine, to prevail; and, in the attempt, had
nearly loft all the honours and fortune to
which I had juft fucceeded.

« Stung with this frefh difappointment,
I meditated a voluntary exile; and having
pafied fo much of my life in the Levant, I
determined to make a voyage up the Ni/e,
fondly flattering myfelf, that a new fcene
would afford an oblivion to my {orrows, or
that time might condu& me to fome fpot,
where ireedom and happinefs were united
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under the proteéting fhade of obfcurity.—
In this journey, I faw the miferies under.
which France groaned, the defpicable ftate
of the Spaniards, and the horrors of African
tyranny ; the brutal ftupidity of the Turks,
and the ftupid brutality of' the Egyptians:
and, fick of civil abfurdities, I determined
to feek for men in a favage ftate. After a
year’s refidence at Cairo, I laid my plan to
penetrate, by the deferts, up the Nile; and,
by the advice of fome Turkith merchants,
- found my way into this accurfed country.

« My retinue was {plendid, my air was
military : finding the king engaged in a war,
I offered my fervices, from an idea that he
was opprefled. My fiord fuftained his caufe
with effect: I returned to his capital to de-
mand a pafiport and a convoy; but, conceive
my aftonifhment, when he ordered me to be
arrefted, difarmed, and brought before him
like a criminal.”

¢« You have fought well ({aid he), and I
am obliged to you for your {ervices; but you
are a {tranger, an adventurer, and, if 1 let
you go, your valour may be one day as dan-
gerous to me, as 1t has now been ufeful.
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We live here in continual fufpicion ; and you
muft not hope to be exempt from the policy
of my court.—If you had been a merchant,
or phyfician, I might the eafier have been
prevailed on to permit your departure: as a
foreign {oldier, 1t cannot be allowed on any
condition. Adieu, my friend—my guards
will take care of your property ; and you will
be maintained, till your enlargement, at my
fole expence.’

“ From his prefence I was inftantly hurried
to this place ; but how I came here, I {carcely
kKnow, nor how long I was in coming; as rage
and indignation from that moment almoft
deprived me of my faculties.

« You lee, therefore, a loft man, whom
love and virtue have undone. From the‘Baf-
tiles of Europe, an efcape might- have been
meditated with a profpect of {uccefs; but
here, where the whole country is a prifon,
and its fovereign the goaler, what hope is
left me, what confolation, but, in the good-
nefs of your heart, to find what I have long
fought 1n vain, and die in the arms of a real
friend.

“ Born in an exalted ftation, which pro-
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mifed much happinefs; feeking i1t only by
natural purfuits, it has ftill eluded my grafp:
Can'it be, that where I leaft of all expedted
repofe 1 thould find it? Am I to receive my
firft lights within the walls of a ftate-prifon
on the Upper Nile, poor, a captive, and
wronged ; and fhall a heart torn with dif-
appointed paflion find balm for its wounds
in the forced retirement of a fpace like
this ?”’

I here paufed, and fhed, in abundance, a
warm fhower of tears, that relieved my agi-
tated breaft with a medicinal virtue ;—we
both remained filent {fome minutes, and
looking at each other with eyes of com-
paffion; when finding I had no more to add,
the patient man, calmly uniting his hands,
and letping them fall upon his veft, began
as follows :

« T embrace you, my child, and give full
credit to all you have related; for your voice,
- your phyliognomy, and your geftures, were
it 1n the leaft your intereft to deccive me,
contribute to confirm the relation: for my
own part, I hope I fhall be able fomewhat
to foften your afflictions; when the mind is



(22 )
in a proper ftate, all places are alike ; there 1s
no dungeon can confine thought; and wifhes,
properly direCted, tend only to the defire of
that repofe, which noble fentiments can coi-
fer, even within the bowels of the earth.
—The paffions are violent in mixed fociety,
but, after a certain period, lofe their force
in confinement, or only agitate like diftant
rumours, and the found of fubfiding thun-
der; this I have learned from experience;
for, although now aged, I came here in my
prime, and left behind me not only all the
delights that its happieft ftate can afford;
but a country where, of all others, man
fecems to me to be blefled with the enjoy-
ment of that mode of life for which he was
created.” |
The latter part of his {peech having ex-
cited on my features an air of {atirical doubt,
he quickly ebferved it, and added, “ If your
incredulity has already commenced, as I told
you it would, prepare yourfelf-to be fhill
more and more ftaggered as I advance in the
relation of thofe adventures, which 1 have
promifed to relate to you; but if you find
nothing in them that the f{tate of mankind,
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| and the conftruction of his organs, renders
impoﬂible, nothing in them related but what
your virtuous feelings would wifh to exift;
be patient to the end, and I engage you thall
be a wifer man at the conclufion of my nar-
ration. '
«« But, as the hour of noon approaches,
it is time to repofe; already has the {un ar-
refted all travellers; the birds of prey are
filent; and nature, in this climate, clofes the
eyes of the very crocodiies of the river:
Hippopotamos has defcended to his cooling
reeds, and the hyena to her lonely den; let
us conform to the univerfal example, and
when, refrethed by fleep, we are awakened
by the reed {parrow, and the cool breezes of
the evening, we will then commence my
fingular hiftory.”
I followed his advice, retired to my pallat
by the window, and, on returning to the
conference, was furprifed to find the {age fit-
ting again at his poft, with a filtering jar of
pure water befide him, {fome of which he
was holding up in a glafs to examine its
brightnefs againft the light, with all the gay
ardour of a don-vivant, mixed with the en-
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thuilafiic rapture of a devotional pietift ;
having quaffed it off, he prefented me with
another, ¢ take it {peedily (faid he), and
enjoy the innocent luxury, which my policy
has procured for us both, Our jailer has
been here whilft you flept, or you would
have learned, by obfervation, the whole
magic that I employ to render his uncooth
manners {ubfervient to my purpofes. The
tyrant, who fent us here, has no fuch good
water; yet he would kill a fubject to obtain
it; and I, like Orpheus of old, bring it
hither by virtue only of a few {ounds of my
guitar.—But you fhall lofe nothing by your
nap ({faild he), an air may enlighten you,
and make your water more agreeable to the
tafte.”’—He then took up a kind of Indian
vina, that lay at his feet, and began an
adagio, which went to my very {oul: a na-
tive of Italy, bred in the very bofom of har-
mony, was enraptured with finer founds
than he had ever heard ; my ears werc afto-
nithed, and my mufical enthufiafm inflamed;
1 forgot for a moment our fituation, and
foon after he had concluded his dying ftrains,
— Where ! Where! (exclaimed I) did you
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acquire this talent? Whence derive thofe
melodies fo new to my ear, yet fo full of
juft proportion, and fine fentiment ?—-Every
hour you aftonifh me; virtuous, humane, a
painter, a phyfician, all things feem to your
accomplifhed mind alike ealy to perform :
in your fociety, confinement is no longer
irkfome. Proceed, my friendly guide, relate
your adventures; from {fuch a beginning,
nothing will furprife me; he who pofleffes
talents like your’s will alwajzs procure con-
fidence.”

« Your eulogium would have better pleafed
me (he replied), at the end, than at the be-
ginning, of our acquaintance ; but when I re-
fedt, that you bave never refided in the Ifland
of Saphis, I the rather excufe your wonder.

«« My name is Lycas; my life was, in its
commencernent, lefs rational than your’s. I
was born among the Greek fubjects of the
Grand Seignior, flightly inducted in a few
ornamental arts. The child of an uncertain
virgin, perhaps the fruits of an illegitimate
amour ; — fome perfonal accomplifhments,
and, what the world calls, ready talents, re. .

commended me to the attendants of ‘that
D

g
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court : 1 was firft made a page to fome ladies
of the haram of Greek extraction, and
afterwards got a more lucrative poft; but
the following accident entirely, in an inftant,
changed the tenor of my life.

“ A Turk of fome eminence, who held
an office, from which the janizaries pay
was iffued ; and who had extenfive dealings
with many exchangers, and people who traf-
ficked much in the precious metals; had
al{o an attachment for one of the ladies of
the haram : this man, whole paffions were
very violent, ufed every means to carry on
this tllicit correfpondence, and felected me,
as one of the moft adroit young men of the
court, to further his views. To thisend he
began by diftant flattery, agreeable prefents,
and fometimes by open praife before my fu-
periors, to ingratiate himfelf into my efteem.
On a {enfible mind, juft beginning to ex-
pand, this {pecies of conduct operates as an
irrefiftible charm; I fell into the {nare pre-
pared for me, with pleafure, and without
hefitation ; and, after a very {hort time, would
have fcaled the walls of the palace, at the
rifk of life, to ferve him. The event, as
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might, by' a more cxperiencec mind, have
been fufpeted, was the momentary gratfi-
cation of his unbridled paflion, the death
of his unhappy miftrefs, and my total dif-
grace. |

« Difmiffed from the feat of eafe, luxury,
and ignorance -of the world; and fuddenly
plunged into the ftreets of Conﬂantmoplc
well drefled, but poor, and without a friend,
my fenfes were confounded like a man’s after
falling from a height; 1 looked around
me, and all was ftrange, —but the firft-
thought that occurred to me was to enquire
after the refidence of a merchant in trinkets,
whofe prefents had been firft employed to
{feduce me from my duties. The man was a
Tew, well known, and eafily difcovered. He
received me With pleafure ; but foon thewed
an alacrity to be detached from me, on learn-
ing, from my own lips, the ftory of my dif—-,
~ grace,

‘ You are a loft Chld (faid he), yow
muft fly this city, if you would be fafe;
difgrace is here foon followed by ruin, let:
me perfuade you to your good. 1 have a:

correfpondent, a merchant, who travels into:
D 2
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Upper Egypt annually, to buy gold duft: he
wants a fervant; Egypt is the country where
Turks thrive beft; you may yourfelf become
a merchant in time ; a fine figure like your’s
is always a paflport; your good {enfe, your
good heart, which has here undone you, may
there contribute to your fortune.’

¢ There was no need of {o many fine ar-
cuments to induce a curious youth, who had
forfeited all his friends, to travel; the
thoughts alone of a voyage would have
been to me fufficient; I readily embraced
his offer, and, ina very fhort time, difcovered,
‘that nothing makes travelling agreeable but
independence.

« We landed at Alexandria, and failed up
the Delta to Cairo, without meeting with a
{ingle adventure worth relating : My mafter
was alfo a jew, and one of the moft referved
of his tribe; a referved habit, which the
perils of his trade had brought on him,
feemed to characterife his nature ; yet I found
nothing unkind in him; on the contrary,
many inftances of humanity marked the pro-
grefs of our voyage.—Severe to him{elf, {cru-
pulous, and timid in outward appearance;
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yet continually expofed to “the greateft
aangers, I knew not how to reconcile
thefe appearanices to his choice of life; but
an accident difclofed his foul to me, and,
from that moment, my contempt of his:
character fhot up into the moft fettled
efteem. I had. often angered him, often
offended himy by my volatility of temper;.
my loquacity feemed to-prepare an Irrepara-
ble breach, but, by taking me out.of Conftan-
tinople, I thought he had {aved my life; and
my nature was corre@ted by a lively principle
of gratitude. At Yambo he fell ill, and
would have died, or been murdered, but for
my care, and youthful courage—the 1m-
preflion it made on him, {eemed:to. have
changed his referved conduct; and, from that:
moment, 1 experienced a \}'ery. different treat-
ment. You-are worthy of my whole confi-
dence (faid he, after his-recovery) ; whether it
arifes from your principles or your heart, Iowe
to you my life: though the ties that united:
us were flight indeed, yet I have experienced
from your care, attentions that my own chil-
hren have denied me: your gentlenefs has

healed the wounds, inflicted, many years paft,
D3
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by their unkindnefs: be my fon, and I will
be a father to you.

““ You may readily conceive how gladly I
accepted {o favourable an offer: he commu-
nicated his whole plan of life to me, thewed
me the perilous voyages he had undertaken
from mere difappointment of happinefs at
home; and laid before me, with a fatherly
Kindnefs, all the rifks we had to encounter
before we arrived at the end of our dreary
journey. In paffing the kingdom of Sennaar
(faid he), we fhall be hemmed in with trou-
bles: Abyflinia will afford us fome pleafant
{cenes, but when we have croffed thofe vaft
regions of mountains that are the fources of
- the Nile, and the fouth of Africa opens to
our view ; though wealth approaches us,
danger is ever at hand ;—we fhall have to
deal with the inhabitants of the river Zebee,
. whofe tribes are wandering, and the country
11l calculated for commerce ; and, when our
trafhic 1s happily completed, the return offers
a picture of difafters very difficult to avoid ;
but, fhould we get back fafely, we will
travel no more ; I have found a being wor-
thy of my confidence—~and you alone fhall
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enjoy, 1n repofe, the reward of my continued
labours.

~ « We pafled up the Red Sea to a con-
fiderable port; and travelled, with few ac-
cidents, through this accurfed kingdom of
“Sennaar (under whole intolerable tyranny
we now groan), meeting with every accom-
modation we could with in the Abyffinian do-
mains : we pafled above the fountains of the
Nile, and defcended the river Zebee; where
we had the good fortune to complete our
objects of commerce very profitably, having
made a large purchafe of gold duft: my con-
ductor was elated with his uncommon fuc-
cefs, and attributed all his good fortune to
my refolute afliftance.

““ We prepared to return, but the good
Africans, with whom we dealt honourably, .
- would not let us go till we had partaken of a
feftival ; and, the whole tribe being affembled,
the day was pafled in feafts and dances.—
The honeft lraelite for once unbent intirely,
he became another man, and we communi-
cated our ideas with the rapidity of men
exhilarated with wine :”—¢ Why (faid 1),
{hould we leave this happy climate, where
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peace feems to reign in comparifon of the
country we have quitted, to return through
the nations of villains we have feen? The far-
ther I go from Conftantinople, the happier
I feel’—* Son (faid he), your obfervations
are Juit, vet habit and wealth lead us back :
the firft voyage I made, 1 felt the fame {en-
timents; but what would you fay, if you
knew, thata few weeks farther journey to
the fouth-weft, thereexifts a people, who fo
much {urpafs thefe in all the enjoyments of
life, that thofe few, who know them, {peak
of their country with rapture. They inhabit
an ifland in the upper end of the lake of:
Zambree; and, without gold, or fcarcely
clothing, feem, 1f one may judge from all
accounts of them, to be the wery bappiefl,
the mofi beautiful, and ibe beft people on earth.
—But, as they have no wants beyond theiwr
own ifland, and no commerce whatever with
the reft of mankind, 1t 1s dificult to learn.
many particulars of their habits of life.’

« His aflertions excited my curiofity ex-
ceedingly ; naked, without gold, without
commerce, without war, yet happy, faid I,
you aftonith me;—what then are we doing 2
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wherefore do we rifk life, when happinefs is
fo near at hand? 1 am as a leaf before the
wind; you own you have no connexions In
Europe that you efteem, why f{hould we not
then, now we are {o near this blefled {pot,
attempt to vifit it? Come, my father, let
us-go, who i1s there that can hinder us?”

« By fuch difcourfes as thefe 1 ftrove to
perfuade him, and we continued long 1n
converfation on the {uuject; but, when he: -
found I was heated by the defcriptions of an
old African, a Caafra, whom he had called
on to vouch for the facts he had related, and
feemed refolved on the adventure, he en-
deavoured to diffuade me, by a contrafted
account of the difhiculties we {hould have to
encounter, on our way, to get among, what
he now called, thefe naked favages.” The
more he objected, the more I was inflamed
by oppofition: we drank, we reafoned, we
difputed; and in the end, the old Caafra
having offered to become our guide, my af-
cendancy prevailed over all his fcruples;
and, overcome by a real affetion, he em<
braced me- with warmth; f{wearing, by
the -God of his fathers, that, whatever it
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might coft us, my honeft curiofity fhould be
oratified. The next morning, however, he
feemed to repert ot his oath, and came to
me, with a ftring of appreheniions, that
nothing but my unthaken refclves could have
overcome : we accordingly, after partaking
of all that African hofpitality could produce,
accompanied by the old negro, commenced
our uncommon journey.

¢« He was armed with the ancient weapons
of his nation, two fpears and a thield; I had
a European double-barrelled gun, and my
mafter was not without inftruments of de-
fence. For the firft week, our path lay
through the moft fertile country imaginables
vaft forefts of fhady trees, thronged with
birds and antelopes; healthful {prings, and
beautiful iakes furrounded us; but we after-
wards found the road lefs agreeable, fandy
defarts, brackith {prings, and {canty pro-
vilions, fuccceded: {ome fcattered hordes
alarmed us, more with their looks than their
hoftility ; for we always found them harm-
lefs, and even I began to abate of my enthu-
fiafm for the ifland in the lake of Zambree.
As to my mafter, he faid little, but'I could
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fee he repented of his condefcenfion, and
began to entertain fears for our {uccefs, al-
though he had no. fufpicion-of our guide :
we, however, purfued our journey, among
hordes of Caafras, whofe generous hofpi-
tality furpafled our imagination. In this
manner we continued journeying onwards,
our difficulties encreafing, as we advanced
into a rifing country; and, two months
having been already expended, we came to
the borders of a mighty river. | |

« Here, our guide told us, it would be
neceflary for us to purfue our way upwards,
till we could find fome means of croffing the
rapid ftrecam; and then we fhould afcend
fome very high mountains, beyond which
we thould fee the commencement. of the lake
of Zambree, whofe vaft extent muft be tra-
verfed, until we could throw ourfelves among
a pation on its borders, to pafs the winter;
where, before the dry feafon, we might get
proper animals to conduct us to the head of
the lake; and, being well {upplied with-
provifions, a fortnight’s journey on the-de-
{ert part of its coafts, would conduct us to
a mariny neck of land, that, during one
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month alone, at that time of the year,
opened a communication with the ifland in
queftion. |

«« We were both appalled at the defcrip-
tion of the difficulties yet to be fubdued;
but to return was now too late, although we
all found, we had fomechow mifcalculated
~ the diftance. The worthy Ifraelite, how-
ever, notwithfianding all our united care,
and the falubrity of the climate, {unk at
Jaft under the continual anxiety and fatigue
we were obliged to undergo; and, before
we could even approach the quarters where
we were to repofe, a fever feized upon
his {pirits, that no efforts of mine could
ICIMOVe. |

« Thus {ituated, we formed a verdant hut
for him, by a fpring, under the fhade of
fome {preading trees, on the borders of a
mountain, and near the edge of the lake,
which now had all the appearance of an un-
bounded ocean. Here we repofed fome days,
and our guide, hoping to cheer his em-
ployer’s ipirits, endeavoured to perfuade
him, that the ifland we fought, was indicated
by a long cloud that feemed to recline on the
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bofom of the water; but the diftance was
too great, to aﬁord much confolation to the
old worn-out and weather-beaten traveller.”
—¢ I fhall never reach it (faid he); you
perhaps may, who have youth, ftrength,
and curiofity, to conduct you: may the event
anfwer your expectations ! In which cafe, I
counfel you, never, if you can avoid it, to
return: and although the wealth I refign
to you may probably be of no great ufe
among the people whom youare going tovifit;
yet preferve it, left, as I fufpect, your ftay
not being permitted there, on your return to
the contaminated part of the world, you
fhould perifh for want of refources.’

« With fuch-like difcourfes, many of
which made me conjeture, that he knew
much more of this country than he choie to
communicate, were we entertained during
our ftay ; but his fever encreafed daily ; and
finding, at length, that his life approached
to 1ts clofe, he joined my youthful hand to
that of the old Caffrce, recommending me
to his care, in the moft earneft manner; and,
taking his folemn oath of fidelity, he em-

braced uvs both, adding, with almoft his
E
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expiring breath—¢ My fon, confide in this
man—he is virtuous, though poor; in all
our dealings he has never deceived me; and
he alone, of all his tribe, has vifited the
ifland of Sophis, at the head of the lake
Zambree; where, he reports, that, during the
fhort ftay which was permitted him, he
learned good and generous habits by example :
your inclinations are right, though you come
from a bad {feminary; may the {ight of thefe
people of virtue infpire you with a lafting
affection for its prattice! When I am dead,
bury me on this tranquil {pot; raife a pile of
twelve {tones over my body; and, fhould you
ever return, you will paufe to fhed a pathetic.
tear to the memory of your departed friend.’
- ¢« T could only anfwer him by my affec-
tionate looks. He died; and, after pioufly
fulfilling his laft requeft, 1 refolved to pals
the fummer rains on this {pot; being encou-
raged thereto, by my defire of preferving his
honoured remains from the -inroads of
animals, and-the advice of the old Cafiree,
who affured me that we fhould be able to
maintain ourfelves very well with our arms ;

and, that early on the clofing of the rains,
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our cattle being refrefhed would be able to
condu@ us, with eafe, in two months, to
the borders of the defert, from whence we
muft gain the defired ifland.

« With the aid of my African friend, 1
{oon raifed a kraal, circular, lofty, and with.,
‘a {mall aperture at the top, to let out the
{moke: a circumftance to which he very
unwillingly confented, alledging, that we
thould lofe all the benefii of our [moke in the
rainy feafon, when it would be moft con-
ducive to health; and I was obliged to con-
trive a moveable cover, 1n order that, during

the night at leaft, we might be medicated
with this fine fumigation.

““ Nor could I, without {miling, refle
on the contraft of my prefent and former
fituation : nurfed in the elegance of a Turkifh
feraglio, accuftomed to artificial baths, {plen-
did clothing, oftentatious feftivals—to live
in crowds without reflettion, and perform
the ceremonies of my religion, without
piety.—Here 1 found myfelf in a fituation
that no European had ever before reached:
among men nearly in their natural ftate ;.

my covering, untanned hides; my lodging,.
E 2
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the ground; my food, {fuch as myarms could
procure on the fide of a mountain, not un-"
frequented by beafts of prey; and with a
- companion, whole language 1 could but little
comprehend : a circumftance which proved
the moft vexaticus of all, as it prevented me
from forming any idea of that of the nation
I was going to vifit; and of whofe cuftoms,
and manners, I was particularly folicitous
to gain fome information. My old mafter
{poke the Caffree-tongue fluently, but I had
only acquired enough to fupply the wants
of life: however, by means of interrogations,
varied infinitely, and the aid of intelligent
figns, he made me comprehend, that thefe
Sophians lived a life according to nature, in
a fertile country; that galety was their cha-
racteriftic ; humanity their religion; and
equalityalmoit general: while wantand difeafe
were almoft unknown. But what moft of all
{urprifed and delighted me was, that among-
the words that he pronounced, as appertain-
ing to their tongue, 1 difcovered a great
fimilarity to the founds and accent of the
modern Greek. ‘This unaccountable fimila-
rity, which, I fometimes began to think, was



( 41 ) | )
only a conceit raifed by my fancy, redoubled
- my before-heated curiofity to go amongft
them; and 1 thought the rainy months of
fummer would never end, although very
agreeably fituated, full of health and ftrength,.
cnjoying freedom, a real friend, and poffefled
‘of wealth enough (if wealth could have done:
me any great fervice here) to maintain a
large family.—On that head, he explained.
to me, that the gold I carried was in high
efteem among the Sophians, who poflefled
none of it in their own country; but why
they valued it, or how they made ufe of it,
he could never make me comprehend.

““ In fuch enquiries as thefe, or rather
attempts at” enquiries, we paffed’ all our
leifure hours; when often, in purfuit ofthe
antelopes, being carried:to the borders of
the lake, we retired into a fpacious. cave;
near to which, 1 was; one day, very much
furprifed to find a rock, on whofe furface
was engraven the figure of a man, with a
venerable beard: a work much worn by
time, but indicating the traces of great {kill;
‘and near him a naked youth, with a moft
beautiful countenance, whom he feemed in

£ 3
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the a&t of carefling. The place was fur-
rounded with a magnificent grove, and many
flowering thrubs grew {pontaneoufly around;
the waves of the lake came, on a fine fhal-

low, up to the very roots of the trees, in
the form of a circular bay, and wathed over

a yellow, and almoft tranfparent fand.—The
vouthful figure, which refembled a winged

- Cupid, was feated on an elevated rock, and

his action was, as I thought, very majeftic;
which was aided, in a great meafure, by the
{kill of the artift, who had contrived to make
the youthful figure above twice the fize of
the old man; and to make another figure,
of the fame character, but without wings,
repofing in his bofom ; and, oddly enough,
inferted, as in a cell, by which, having been
preferved from the injuries of time, it was
left in fine prefervation.

«« To this remarkable place, the old
Caffrce had conducted me, as it thould ap-
pear, rather with a view of enjoying a frefh
fpring that trickled down the fide of the
rock, than from any motive of other curi-

- ofity: for he feemed to take no notice of the

figures ; and toall my enquiries, on that head,
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only anfwered by pointing towards that part
of the horizon where the 1fland was {uppofed
to lie, and pronouncing the word Sophis,
while he placed his hand on the body of the
. marble: and, hence, I began to conjeture
that they were a nation of idolaters, who had
wandered from the Nile. -

« We found on this {pot many fruit trees,
plantains, and cocoa nuts; alfo a tree, whofe
fruit refembled bread, and which, when
drefled, was to me a delicious repaft: vines
alfo grew wild here, but as their fruit was
unripe, I could form no idea of the quality
of the, grape.

«« All thefe circumftances ferved only to
whet my impatient ardour to terminate this
voyage ; but no eagernefs on my part could-
perfuade my companion to ftir till, according
to his judgment, the proper feafon arrived ;
and his obfervations on the {ky feemed to be
his guide, united with the remarks he made
on a particular plant, which had monthly
thoots.

“ At length, the {fo much withed-for day
arrived : our two camels quite recovered in
their flefh {feemed as alert as ourfelves ; and
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having completed their lading, I fhed fome
tears of atteCtion over the grave of my fofter-
father, and fet forward, on my journey, with
the Caffree, and his three dogs, neither of
which, perhaps, would he have parted with,
for half my property; an article, about which
he feemed always very indiftferent ; and once,
when a valuable fack fell from one of the
beafts, ke, {miling, and by figns, exprefled
that we had better leave that mifchievous
vellow {and there, than take the trouble to
put it up again.”

Here the companion of my confinement
made a long paufe, and then added, « I feel
mylelf rather exhaufted ; you are probably in
the fame condition; night approaches, and
as 1 have brought my hiftory to its firft pe-
riod, we will, if agreeable to you, poftpone
its continuance till to-morrow afterncon.
When the heat ot the day begins to decline,
then converfation 1s doubly agreeable, as a
pleaiing relaxation after the labours of the
morning, and the refection of noon: the
pleafure of your {ociety, perhaps, makes me
too talkative; but, to-morrow, if I do not
miftake, you will have your fhare.”
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He then rofe up to depart, received my
warm thanks with a benevolent inclination -
of his head, and I returned to my pallet, {o
full of his hiftory, that my dreams were
mixed with confufed imagery. I fancied my-.
{eif with him near the grove, {aw the cave,
the flowering fhrubs; and then, of a fudden,
dreamt that my firft, and only love, loving
and lovely, came gliding towards me with
inimitable gracefulnefs, and a countenance
glowing with the nobleft fenfibility ; that the
embraced me with tendernefs;. dried my
tears with her flowing hair; and ‘entreated
me, with a fuffocated voice, to be calm; as.
we fhould never more be parted.

The agitation of this feraphic vifion awoke
me juft as day was emerging from the dawn;
the night-dews hung in great drops on the
bars of my window ; I ftarted up, reccived
them on my feverith lips, and exclaimed—
unfullied meflengers of the regions of air,.
ye cannot be more pure than were our mutual
affe@tions ! why then were we forfaken?

Scarcely had this impatient exclamation
efcaped me, when I was recalled to myfelf
~ by the enchanting founds of the old captive’s
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melodious airs, the notes of which were, at
that moment, a balm to my burning ima-
oination; and, at the fame time, that they
pictured to my mind my prefent fate, re-
minded me of his courage, who was the
companion of my confinement. .

Afhamed of this weaknefs, I rejoined him
prefently after, with a countenance of as
much ferenity as I could affume; and being
{eated on the {fopha of marble by the window,
after the ufual attentive enquiries, he con-
tinued his entertaining. narrative.

«« T left off, my fon ({faid he), on our
journey to the ifland rather abruptly, but not
without defign’: I perceived, that your curi-
ofity had been excited by the adventures an
the road, and I wifhed to keep 1t alive.

« We continued travelling during the
fpace of three weeks along the banks of the
areat lake, whofe waters are brackifh, but
not falt; always refting at night, either 1n
caves, or under a temporary kraal; and liv-
ing on fuch game as the ancient foreft;
which fkirts it, {upplied in abundance : but
when we arrived at the head of the lake,
“which made our road take to the eaft, it bea
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came neceflary to {eck the Caﬁ‘ree-colony, of
‘which my guide had fpoken, In_order not
only to lay in a provifion of graimn, but alfq
of water: for the remainder of the way; he
affured me, would be both barren, and void
of wells or fhelter; that we fhould have no
other guides but the ftars, the waves of the
lake, and his feeble experience. Among
his worthy countrymen, we, however, found
the moft hofpitable reception; our wants
were {upplied, our very wifhes anticipated,
and our property in the moft perfe&t fe-
“curity. They feemed a rather timid and
gentle race, yet i’trong,_' tall, and finely
formed ; their women, to me, who had from
my youth been accuftomed to the fight of
Afiatic beauty, appeared very noble crea-
tures ; and their fimple manners not a little
endeared them to my heart. |
« After a fhort ftay we took our leave,
parting with mutual cordiality, but carefully
concealing from their enquires, the deftina-
tion of our voyage; as their countryman
knew, they would never have permitted us to
take to the defert, had they fufpected fuch to
be our intention: for. they entertained fo
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great a horror of the wafte at the upper end
of the lake, that had they thought we meant
to attempt to travel into it, they would have
confined us, out of pity, as madmen.

«« For my own part, I will not conceal
from you, that, however ftrongly my curiofity
had been excited, I began at this period of
our journey to tremble at the undertaking,
A thoufand anxious thoughts crowded on my
heated fancy; noxious winds, bﬁrning {ands,
venemous reptiles, and the night-wandering
animals of a wild wafte, were united with
famine, difeafe, and drought. My guide
alfo feemed to have loft his accuftomed
- gaiety; and the firflt night that we lay down
between our camels on thefe burning fands,
without a profpelt of fhrub, water, or hill
all my feelings were {o affeCted, by the ex-
panfe around us, that I enjoyed but very un-
qulet repoic.

« The next lonely day’s journey brought
us very near to the margin of the lake, from
whole {urface a refrething breeze {prang up,
that confiderably cooled the air; and thus
we went forward, always {leeping within
view of its borders, which were covered with
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birds to me unknown ; when, on the four-
teenth day, I beheld, to my inexpreflible
fatisfaction, at fun-rife, the boundaries of
the ridges of that ifland to which all my
wifhes tended.

« Hitherto we had encountered no animals
of prey; but, at this {pot, we faw, on the fands,
traces of the feet of hyenas, and of courfe
became doubly vigilant.

«« The country before us had no foreﬁs,
or even underwoods; but the whole borders
of the lake were, for a confiderable diftance,
oreen, with large reeds: the feat, as my
Caffre told me, of multitudes of oftriches;
the truth of which was the next day con-
firmed by our feeing a large drove of them
before us in the diftance, and lighting on a
neft, from whence we took fome frefh egos ;
all of which were figns that feemed not a
little to cheer my good guide, who now al-
fured me we had nearly conquered all the
difhiculties of our perilous undertaking.

“ That nmight we {fupped in uncommon
goed {pirits ; I was gay, and flept foundly;
but towards morning, was awakened by

the loudeft clap of thunder I had ever heard,
. ‘
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and {aw the whole hemifphere darkened
around, with dufky and fulphureous clouds,
among whofe bellying curtatns, lucid flathes
of forked lightening darted with inconceiv-
able fury.

¢« The awful peals, which continually
purfued each other; the folemn ftillnefs of
the air; and the fiery meteors that burft ex-
uberantly around us; petrified with aftonith.
ment, even the old African, though early
accuftomed to fuch tremendous exhibitions
but, for my own part, 1 muft confefs, that
-my whole frame feemed to contract with ter-
ror ; expecting no lefs than total annihilation,
when the camels lay down and moaned,
while the dogs crept near to us, crouching
to the earth; both of them ftrong {ymptoms
of fome fearful approaching crifis. All this
while not a drop of rain fell ; but the air
feemed fcorching hot, and infeted with an
aduft vapour; infomuch, that our refpira~
tion was fenfibly impeded by it.

« At length, after a violent énd {udden
guft of wind that involved us in a cloud of
fand, there followed {uch a fhower of heavy
drops, that, had we not made the beafts rife,
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and ftood under them and their packs, we
muft, by its force, have heen nearly {wept
away. In an inftant, the fands were con-
verted into a fhallow lake as far as the eye
could explore ; and, fhortly after, lay {mooth'
and humid as the fhores of the fea recently
abandoned by the tide. The clouds pafled
fpeedil‘y cver us, opening and fhewing, at
intervals, the brighteft patches of ether ; and,
at length, feudding away, exhibited a ferene
and delightful canopy, whofe contraft with
the yellow fands, blue tops of the ifland,
and deep gréen waters of the lake, made
one of the nobleft and fimpleft landfcapes,
my eyes, I then thought, had ever beheld.

“ Joy at our efcape ; the thoughts of our
journey being near its clofe; the finenefs of
the day ; and fuccefs of our uncommon
voyage ; expanded my bofom with the moft
unfeigned benevolence; while, from the over-
flowings of gratitude, my heart {welled, and
beat againft my breaft ;—1I felt the animating
glow of true piety to. nature, and went on in
a fort of enthufiaftic exultation, that. felt like:
a divine phrenfy.

- % Infpired by perceivi’ng the precious link

F 2
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of the chain that bound and united my ex-
iftence with the umverle—O, Holy Energy !
(1 exclaimed), thai tmaginedfi me, wheve art
thon? thon anfwereft my fighs, yet I cannot
fhadow thee forth ; 1 feel thy univerfal iniflu-
ence, thou pervadefl me throughout ; impalpable
effence, I fhall fee ihee ; 1 fhall kunow thee ;
thou ait Love ! |

‘“ During thefe fublime reveries, I {eemed
to tread the air, and had advanced fo haftilys
that my guide, who was almoft out of fight,
gave a {hrill whiftle to recall my fteps :—
When he joinéd me, we were at the very
edge of the lake, 1nto whofe cool and re-
frething water all inftantly plunged, with the
eagernels of aquatic fowls after a long flight ;
abundance of which were then making airy
circles over our heads, and difplaying their
{oft plumage to the {un,

«« We took up our lodging at this place,
in full view of the ifland of my defires; but
how we were to arrive there without a canoe
was ftill to me an inexplicable myftery: it
was foon, however, explained, for at peep of
day, the African, to my great aftonifhment,
led our camels right into the wave; and 1§
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then found that we were advancing upon
broad fhoals; covering a bottom, imooth,
and every where vifible to the eye: it was
chiefly compofed of little white fhells, folid
like cowries,. but confiderably {maller, and.-
inter{perfed with. others, of fuch beautiful
colours, that the whole feemed a natural
Mofaic, full of exquifite but irregular orna~
ments, rich as the carpets of the country X
was born 1n,. but infinitely more' brilliant 2
and, to: complete: the enchanting picture,
fhoals of- gold and filver fith frequently
darted. acrofs our way, making regular

paufes, as if they were plymg their tran-
{parent fins to-mufic.

““ A long day, fpentin travelling in this
manner, feated quietly on our cattle, feemed
to have pafled in an inftant. I was giddy

with fenfations of delight,. and felt elated to
“extravagant admiration. The old man alfo
feemed.to partake of the intoxication, fing-.
ing to the camels’ {plathing, fteps-almoft all
the way, a monotonous, but plaintive ftrain,
that pierced my. very entrails; for it re-
called to my remembrance too:muchi of my
loft country, and.thofe ftill evenings, when,

F 3
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on the Bofphorus, our failors, returning
home, chaunt, to the fober firoke of their
fteady oars, a thoufand heartfelt ftrains, un-
der the walls of the feraglio.

“ Tear after tear of the f{weeteft water
rolled over my youthful checks; I panted to
communicate my thoughts ; and, for the firft
time 1n my life, now began to comprehend
that there was a value in the other {ex, which
I had not hitherto {ufficiently appreciated. °

« At night we lodged on a little rocky
ifland, covered with a fhelly beach, but
deftitute of large trees; and it was here my
ouide contrived to explain to me, the reafon
why we were obliged to {elect our feafon with
{fo much precifion: for it was only during
one month in the year, when a certain wind
prevailed, that thefe fhoals were fordable;
as 1ts effect was to drive the waters from the
higher to the lower end of the lake ; and, by
this means, to render, once in the year, the
ifland of Sophis acceffible. The ftorms alfo,
that ufually accompanied 1t, contributed not
a little to this purpofe, as, by flooding the
fands fuddenly, they forced the beafts of
prey to retire to another quarter, and thence
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alfo preferved the ifland from their in-
valions.

« Every new trait contributed to- exalt
my ideas of this happy - place: and it en-
creafed my fatisfation confiderably, to hear
that they were alfo exempt from noxious
reptiles; or, at leaft, that they had none
whofe venom was of a deadly and cankerous
corrofivenefs ; fuch as I had beheld the effects
of in Egypt, ftealing, with a bitter malig-
nity, through the crimfon ftream of life,
and, with fubtle poignancy, bormg towards
the heart.

« Mine beat high, when he told me that,
the next day, we fhould probably fee fome
of the Sophians; for that, at this feafon, it
“was not uncommon to find them on the bank
on which we were to repefe, coming to
colle¢t thofe beautiful fhells, or diverting
themfelves with obferving the motion of the
olittering fifhes. .

“ The near approach to thefe people, -
made my bofom flutter with Impatience,
and filled my imagination with a million of
images ; at one time, I fancied they would,
as to perfon, be much like the nation I had
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left; for I doubted all my information con-
cerning them; then again, I pictured them
as magnificently drefled, and profulely
decked with jewels and gold; fometimes I
thought they would be warlike and rude, then
foft and effeminate ; but my great regret was,
that I fhould not underftand their language ;
vet ftill I could not forget the remarkable
words of my old mafter—¢ That they were
the bappieft, the moff beantiful, and inbe beﬂ
people on earth.’

« Nor will I conceal from you, what
my lelfithnefs and pride then kept me 1g-
norant of, that among the motives which
then influenced my conjectures, {ome there
were which did no credit to- my heart.—
Who knows, thought I, but thefe people
may poflefs the precious gems, {fo much
valued in Europe, which their fimplicity
may induce them to part with fora trifling
confideration? Shall I not alfo, at my return,
be accounted a great traveller, and be thence
honoured by my countrymen? Who can tell
but my gold may purchafe for me {ome of their
moft beautiful females, whofe charms might
make my fortune at Conftantinople 2~ Thele,
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and other unworthy thoughts, the fruits of
an European education, pafled flightly over
my mind, as unwilling to diiclofe, even to
myfelf, the fecret bafenefs of my {foul:
even concupifcence, as it were unknown to
me, had contributed to provoke my curiofity ;
and I almoft openly ventured to think of
forcibly revelling in the arms of fome of -
their moft accomplithed women. Ah! little
indeed did I know them, as you will {ee by
the fequel; little alfo did I know myfelf.
Among a lefs virtuous race, probably my
nature might have been {oon corrupted; but
he who has vifited the Sophians, muft be of
the grofleft material, 1f their eiample do
not, in fome degree, purify his heart.

« T will not any longer exercife your
patience, as mine was exercifed by the reft
of the journey: two more days brought us
to a fmall ifland, covered with lofty trees,and
and we plainly faw both men and habitations
at a diftance. The inftant -we reached the
{o-much-defired fhore, my conductor fell
proftrate on the earth, kifled it fervently;
and, as it were by inftin&, I followed his-
example. We found ourfelves.in a meadow

A
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covered with flowers of cvery dye, a rich
- pafture for our cattle, and under the fhade
of a lofty clump of cocoa and cabbage trees,
we {at down to repofe. Some very fine cows
were near, walking {lowly into a cave under
a little ridge, which feemed the firft ftage
of an irregular and penfile country, whole
mountains were all graceful verdant {wells,
crowned with majeftic groves to the top-
moft hill of the little ifland. |

«-This is not Sophis (faid my guide), but
is clofely connected with it, and is famous
for its pafture for cattle ; it alfo abounds in
eggs of various birds, and has many warm
{prings in it, whofe waters encreafe the milk
of the cows.”—While he was explaining,
as well as he could, all thofe particulars, a
flock of birds flying by, 1 fhot amongft
them, and brought three or four to the
ground ; but, on preparing to repeat my
fhot with the other barrel, the old man
inatched my gun with as much agony as if
I had committed a murder, and running to
gather up the birds, was attempting to hide
them 1in a bufh along with it, when fuddenly

there came forth, from the cave, above a
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dozen of the flouteft and beft made men
I ever beheld, of dark complexions, with
{hort curling hair, and nearly naked.

They ran up to him, feized him, the
camels, and the dogs, in an inftant; and
two of them approaching me, payed me the
fame compliment, but without any mena-
cing air. Indeed that would have been quite
unneceflary ; for, befide that, it was not my
intention to make any refiftance, having
been affured by my guide that we fhould
be fiezed by the firft people we met, on ac-
count of our ftrange appearance; all oppo-
fition would have been ufelefs, as their Her-
culean ftrength was nearly {ufficient to have
enabled them to lift me into the air.

We were now conducted to the cave,
whofe front was an oblong entrance of three
enormous mafles of white marble, rudely
laid together, with a threfhold of the fame
materials, and two long {quared pieces at its
entrance, forming a kind of benches in a
ruftic porch, near the centre of which was
a bafon of the pureft water. The men feated
themfelves with us on the Iquare benches,
our camels were brought into the area, and



( 60 )

the firlt thing they did, was to bring out
large earthen bowls of milk, which they
offered without any ceremony, both to us,
to our camels, and to our dogs. All this
while not a word was {poken; but prefently
there came from the interior of the cave,
with a flow but unaffeCted pace, an aged
man, with a full beard, and folded up in
a woollen garment as white as {fnow, whofe
cdges were of the brighteft {carlet; he had
a long ebony ftick in his hand, with a crutch
handle to the top of it, on which, when he
{topped, he leaned, by placing it under his
arm. ~.

We rofe on feeing him; for his noble
prefence feemed to command refpect, and
with us rofe feveral of the young men; but
on his coming nearer to us, as 1f with an
intention of {peaking, a little boy ran up,
and pulled his robe violently, from a {eem-
ing motive of fear of us. He turned back,
took the infant in his arms, kiffed him,
covered him with his drapery; and, to my
unutterable aftonifhment, looking at one of
the youths, in a language that was fo nearly
modern Greek, that 1 perfectly underftood
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him; he afked where they had encountered
us, and if there were others of our nation
on the ifland? | o

«« T hope not (faid the youth to whom he
addrefled himfelf), for they are evidently
of a bad race, as we found them in the
exercife of cruelty; they kill the birds of
the air who do them no harm; and, after
having pafled the dangers of the fhoals,
come here to difturb our peaceful tranquile
lity with noifly inftruments of death.”

« My child (replied the old man), they
do wrong only from ignorance of a better
life, and are to be pitied more on that ac-
count than any other. By chance, or want
of guides, they have, probably, been drivers
here from the main land, where you know
I have often told you the worft habits of °
life prevail: all other nations but our own
live by the deftruction of the works of the
good Energy, whofe office is to create: we
alone are acquainted with the fublime truth,
that to prelerve is better than to deftroy ; let
theit Inftruments of deftrution be broken,
but let the men be taken care of, and de-

barred from mifchief ; .while they are treated
G )



( 62 )

with humanity, Kindnefs will {often them,
or fear keep them in order, till the time
comes for tranfporting our {uperfluities to
the main land; and then they may be
banifhed along with our fupernumerary bulls
and rams, and will be ufeful to drive and
difperfe them in the wildernefs. In the mean
time, let their ftrange beafts be looked after,
with whatever they carry, {o as to be {cru-
puloufly reftored to them at their departure:
nor let any one, out of foolith and unjuft
curiofity, look into their contents; things of
no apparent utility to us, may, to thefe men,
be of infinite value, in their way of barter;
and never let it be faid, that the genuine ad-
herents to human rights infringed the pre-
rogatives of others.

«« Having thus concluded his orders, he
was about to return into the cave, when the
old African ran towards him, caught him by
the garment, and, falling almoft proftrate,
croffed his arms on his bofom, and, with a
look of admiration and fear, uttered the
word, Yabomy. .

“ Yabomy (faid the old man, tuming
round quickly, and lifting him from the
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‘ground), is it poffible, can it be you? Why
do you again invade us, and with {uch bar-
barous manners, and a companion fo wild
and favage ? Has all our kindnefs to. you,
when in diftrefs, been thrown away? This
is rather ungrateful from a man who feemed
to be penetrated with a love of our manners,
and amended by our {ociety. |
« Jown my crime (replied the innocent
Yabomy), or rather my ftupidity, in not at-
tempting to warn this good young ran 'of
your cuﬁoms, before 1 ventured to condu&t
him here; but what could 1 do? He under-
ftands neither your language nor mine ; and
I was carried away by my lelfifhfefs, united
with that tendernefs, which you taught me,
towards the prayers of others; I longed to
come here and end my life among you; I
wanted an excufe; I feared to come alone,
and this youth offered me the means which I
alfo wanted, and the fecurity which my
cowardice demanded : he feemed to love
truth, and good people; was in company
with a juft man; and the love of virtue alone,
as it appeared to' me, was his {ole motive for

perfifting in his demands, that I {hould lead
G2 -
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him here, I know I have done a wrong
thing, but the lenity of your laws has been
partly the occaiion of my doing it ; he brings
cold dufl in abundance, a commodity valued
by your artifts; may not this, if no other
confideration can, excule my intrufion, and
pave the way to peace and pardon :

‘“ At the conclufion of my guide’s {peech,
all of which I did not comprehend, 1 could
obferve a complacent fmile circulate through
the crowa that furrounced us; and the old
chief {a1d, go, go, vou are a little of a flat-
terer, yet ioneft, 1 believe, in the main,
Zabomy; Dut as to your companion, we
know nothing of him, and therefore, as is
my duty, 1 mult {end you all together up to
the feat of juftice in Sophis. My poft here,
you Know, is to examine new COmers ; you
are the only one that ever returned a fecond
time, for no one ever carried any gain from
us; and I muft be inclined to believe that
you are half a convert to our habits; try
therefore to explain them to this good look-
ing youth who is in your company, while he
remains among us, in order to induce him to
conduct himfelf with modefty and decorum.
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« T now thought it time to break filence:
* Behold (faid I), the fon of a Greek among
Greeks! for fuch you muft be, if 1 am not
all this time in a drcam ; what you fay,' 1,
without much difficulty, underftand, to my
inconceivable furprife and admiration. A go-
verning Providence muft have conducted me
‘here, to unite with my countrymen ; won-
" derful are the ways of Alla I

“« The old - patriarch. drew back at my
fpeech, examined me from head to foot, with
the moft penetrating eye 1 ever beheld, af-
fuming a look of fcrutinizing fagacity, while
the youths all came nearer to me, and fome
put their arms around me, with a fort- of
protherly affection. - .

““ Who 1s Alla! (faid the old man), I
know not ; or who are the Greeks of whom
you {peak ? but that you have our tongue is
inconteftible ;” you fheuld therefore: have
been taught it here; and be a Sophian; it’is
to me a ftrange thing, but at any. rate it en-
titles you to our confidence and' friendthip
beyond the ties of a ftranger: come therefore
into my abode, and repofe to-night ;. :fou; |

your friend, and what, belongs- to you, both
G 3
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are facred ; we will converfe more with you
to-morrow. On faying which, he took me,
very cordially by the hand, and we retired
into the interior part of the cave.”

- At this period, Lycas was interrupted by
the noife which our gaoler made on unbolting
the outer door of our prifon ; the grating of
his mafly iron keys, the drawing of two long
bolts, or rather bars, and the fall of a draw-
bridge, which connected the high turret we
inhabited with an outer wall, were a com-
plete contraft to the fcenes the good man
had juft been defcribing; and {oon recalled
me to a recolle®ion of where we were,
which I had nearly forgotten, owing to the
eagernefs with which my ears imbibed his
narration.—The gaoler was a middle aged
man, a foldier in the caftle, and as miferable
and brutith a looking creature as I had
ever beheld in the deferts of Egypt; almoft
black, lean, haggard, and ill-apparelled ;
but his temper had been foftened by the
mild ingenuity of my companion, who, find-
ing he liked mufic, had invented certain airs
to his tafte of a lively nature; and the in-
ftant he entered, the guitar was taken in
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hand, as by this means he made fure of his
puntual attendance. After dancing till he
was weary, during the fhort time he was
permitted to attend us with our daily provi_
fions, he retired, {inging as he defcended ;
and, by the length of time I could trace his

voice, I could eafily judge, that we were an
immen{e diftance from the guard-chamber ;

a circumftance that 1 inftantly communi-
cated to Lycas, and afked him, if, on that
account, he had never meditated his efcape ?

«« Never (faid he); have you forgot the
country where we are; it is not the caftle
only that confines us: we are at the mercy of
a lawlefs tyrant, and in a country impaflable
without money and friends ; but after all, lay
afide the thought, for I can aflure you the ob-.
ftacles are too many in the prifon alone; and,
befides its being firong, it is feated on the
peninfula of an ifland ; fo that if you could
pafs all the gates and guards, there would
{till be the barrier of a deep and rapid ftream
to overcome, which no one, in his fenfes,
would venture to crofs at night; and which
cannot be croffed unobferved in the day-time:
and after all, have you forgot, in your eager- .
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nefs to-efcape, what you yefterday remarked,
that the whole of this dire country 1s one
continuous prifon

Again 1 bluthed at my want of reflection,
and that my impatience had fo violent a
power over me: I bow (faid I}, to your {u-
perior underftanding ; but I fear it will be
long before I fhall poffefs {ufficient refigna-
tion to keep me from admitting, into my
mind, flattering profpects of elcape, even un-
der the fulleft conviction of its impolhbilty.”
 When we met the next day, he continued
his narrative as foilows : |

¢« T was not a little furprifed to find, on
entering the cave, that it led, through a long
- aperture, lined on both fides with healthy
cattle, who were repofing on dry litter, to the
arched entranceof a very large apartment, with
a high roof; and whefe front-commandead a
magnificent profpect of the country through
a thady grove. The floor was earth, firewed
with dry rufhes; and the end oppofite the
opening was one continued raifed platform,
covered with long mattrefies of pale yellow,
whole texture feemed to be tufts of wool, but
inining as the brighteft filk: between each
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mattrefs there ran a low partition, finooth as -
glafs, and dark as ebony; and at the head of
cach lay a hollow wooden box, with a pillow
on it of the fame material as the mattrefles ; k
over each pillow was {ufpended a {mall fhelf,-
and at the foot of each mattrels was placed a
low ftool of the fame black and polifhed
material : the walls of the apartment were
of a pale green, ornamented above the mat-
trefles with pannels, in the centre of each of
~which, fome flower, fruit, or animal, was
reprefented.
<« Thefe mattrefles were evidently their
beds ; beyond the apertures in front, there
extended a long .and broad portico, fuf-
tained by ruftic pillars, whofe pavement was .
compofed, with much art, of the little {bells I
had obferved 1n the fhoals; 1t was furnithed
with abundance of low ftools, ranged againft
the wall with great order ; each pillar was
covered with fome creeping flowery plant;
and to many of them were brackets affixed to
carry little earthen vafes, each of which con.
tained a fingle flower: but what moft of all
pleafed me was, to find the building bounded
by a fhallow and perfectly tranfparent ftream,
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of 2bout twenty feet wide, and to fee flocks
grazing beyond it, beneath lofty groves of
graceful trees. We were followed into this
rural hall by all the male part of the family,
and our cattle left behind 1n the cave,
which was only feparated from it by a low
partition, over which we ftepped with eafe;
on pafiing on to the covered way, we per-
ceived, on the lawn, through the grove, a
number of females very bufy, fome milk-
ing the fheep, who were all yellow like
gold ; and others, under a kind of fhed,
preparing their food: nor was it long be-,
fore they ferved it up to us, accompanied
with a ceremony, to me, very agreeable,
both from its propriety and novelty.

« For now, as if by a fignal, the men
leaped into the ftream, and began wathing
their bodies; playing, laughing, and roll-
ing 1n the water, out of which all came in
lefs than a minute; and {kipping and run-
‘ning 1n the portico, with the velocity of
antelopes, to dry themfelves, each took 2
ftool to fit on, and another for a table, and
thus arranged, a {ong, or hymn, was begun
by the old man, in which the whole com-
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pany joined; at the clofe of which, a boy
got up -and blew a ruftic air on a {mall
pipe, when inftantly the women entered
the portico, each carrying a tray very-much
like a japan tea-board, on which were fome
veflels of the like material, but red, con-
taining boiled rice and milk, with fome
~ fruits and nuts to me unknown; thefe they
fet before each man, and retired, finging,
as they went away, ina general chorus.

«« They were of all ages, and more or lefs
cloathed, but nonefeemed to have more than
a fingle garment, which varied in length ac-
cording to their ages; the elder women be-
ing cloathed to the chin, while the young
girls were only covered to the loins; all the
drefles were white, and none were long at
the feet but thofe of the aged, who likewife

wore fandals of bafket work ; fome had one,
{ome two, and others three girdles, made,
to appearance, -of the yellow wool of their
flocks; their arms were bare, and their hair
had no other ornaments than a few flowers,
or little fillets of thé fame materials as the
girdles : moft of them were what we fhould
call clear brunettes, with large dark and.
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piercing eyes, abundance of “black hair, ra-
ther inclined to curl, feparated in front, and
tied behind; their ftature was low, but ex-
quifitely well proportioned, and, though {mall
boned, they were in general what the French
call en-bon-potnt ; a fafcinating gaiety accom-
panied their deportment, and every one faid
{omething archly as they pafled in with the
fupper-trays.

«« For my own part, I muft confefs, I
thould have liked it better had they ftaid
to partake with us of what they brought;
and {o I exprefled myfelf to the chief, who
laughed heartily at the remark, and repeated
it to all in his hearing as a proof of my
good tafte; but, added he, have a little
paticnce, young man, and you will have
- enough of their company ; 1 would alfo ad-
vife you to eat heartily, or the exercife they
will prefently give you, may caufe you as
{peedily to wifh them away.—1 blufh even
now to think how unjuit a conclufion my
intemperance formed from this fpeech; but
I was foon undeceived, for {upper being
ended, the trays were removed by our-

felves into a fhed beyond the building,
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from whence the women firft came, and the
boys aflifted the men in throwing veflels
of water over the pavement, which, as it was

formed of a gentle declivity, foon trickled
away with the fragments into the river.
The women now again entered, old and
young, accompanied with the girls, and

feveral who played on a kind of harp, or
Iyre, .others on fmall drums, and imme-

diately a general dance began, in which I
was invited to join, both by the chief, and
a lovely maiden of about fourteen. Iwould
willingly have excufed myfelf, but they
told me there was no difficulty in their
dances, if I could keep time, and ufe agility ;
“ this wench (faid one of them), will foon -
make you a good dancer, I promife you, if
you have ftrength to hold out.” Charmed
with her figure, 1 nﬁad_e no further objetion,
but foon had reafon to be athamed of my
performance ; for their fteps, though fimple,
were inimitably regular, and the graceful-
nels of their motions not only took off all
my attention to my own part, ‘but made me
athamed of my European awkwardnefs.—

No one, however, feemed to take any par-
H
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ticular notice of it, and they made even the
old Cafire take his thare, with the beft good
temper-1n the world. -

“ Finding I made fo poor a figure, my
pride induced me to decline proceeding any
further; and I told the chief I would, with
his permiffion, be a fpectator for the reft of
the evening,

¢ Do as you pleafe (faid he), but as you
muft be warm, vou had better walk about.’
My partner now took me into the great
chamber; and, after {hewing me the pictures
over the couches, and explaining to me that
cach ferved to diftinguifh that of 1its par-
ticular owner, fhe led me by the hand to
fee our camels ; where, finding ourfelves alone,
and feated on a foft bed of litter, in the re-
cefs of the cave, throwing my arms around
her, 1, to my eternal difgrace, endeavoured,
without any further ceremony, to take the
oreateft liberties; but what were my feel-
ings, when, difengaging herfelf like light-
ning, fhe flew along the cave toward the
dancers, exclaiming as fhe ran—*¢ Infamous,
bafe ftranger, you are no true Sophian !’

« A moment after, I faw the chief ap-
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proaching me, and would gladly have parted
with all my wealth to avoid the interview ;
my foul funk with contrition at the idea of
my ingratitude; and, not knowing how to
look him in.the face, I pretended to be
bufily employed about the cattle.

Looking at me with flern compofure—
« How, young man ({aid he), are you pre-
paring {o foon to quit Sophis? 1 fear you
think rather contemptuoufly of us, and that
you have made a long journey on very un-
worthy principles; if you really came here
to 1ndulge vicious propenfities indifcrimi-
~nately; you are to be pitied, not only on
account of the little confolation they are
likely to afford; but becaufe you have
chofen a country, of all others, the leaft cal-
culated to gratify them; perhaps, however,
the girl has miftaken, and your propofals.
were not injurious; perhaps,—
- ¢ Hold, holpitable man (faid.I), my
motives were worfe than my actions; and my
actions have been unworthy of myfelf; the
charms of beauty and innecence, inftead of
exciting refpect, inflamed my defires; and
X'am compelled to.confefs, that I had formed

H 2
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conjectures very difcreditable to the purity
of your females; merely becaufe they had
treated me with the moft cordial familiarity; -
yet remember, I befeech you, that I came
from a corrupted continent; infli¢t whatever
- punifhment you pleafe on me, except that
of banifhing me back again; and, for the
fake of that tie you have found in my lan-
guage, take pity on a friendlefs youth, who,
whatever may be his faults, is not naturally
a defpifer of modefty.”

¢ Itis not 1n my power (faid he), were
it really my inchination, to banifh you, for
my duty compels me to fend you up to
Sopris; but 1 am really grieved, that equally
imperious motives will prevent me from
reporting that fair character of you, which
I could wifh, or of detaining you any longer
here; yet, for the fake of your companion,
and your language, which fomehow per-
fuades me that you are one of our f{iray
children, I will, if you will condefcend to
liften to it, now give you fuch advice, as
may enable you to procure the good-will of
thofe on whom your future deftiny depends.’
So faying, he took me by the hand with
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smuch complacency, and leading me back ta
- the portico, bade me {it down by him. - .
-« The fun was juft finking behind the tops
of the hills, and. gilding the branches: of the
grove withan exquifite luftre;.the youths had
ceafed to dance, the women. were all gone,
and each: man was retiring to his polifhed:
pallet.in thechamber. Asioonasall was ftill,
“ My fon (faid he), your candid confeffion
has quite difarmed my anger, and encreafed
the agreeable {ufpicion that you are one. of
; yet the fault you committed demanded
!she utmoft feverity of reproof; for the maid;.
you offended, was:a ftrangerto- my family;
and therefore it became; under - this- roof,
doubly my duty. to- prote&t her honour: but
now let that pafs, and let me acquaint you
-with. fomewhat of the way of thmkmg of
-Qur. country in that particular, -
« We are no enemies to loves. on- the:
-contrary, it forms the chief .link of our
fociety, 1s the root of our'morals, and the:
‘objeét of our filent devotion:—to that divine

principle. we feel that our exiftence is en-

tirely ‘owing ;. without its continuance--we -

fhould have been. only miferable; if1 1t ceafed
~ H 3



( 78 )

to exift, but for a moment, we fhould be
loft. | |

¢ Senfible, therefore, as we all are, that
to no other principle than abftrac love, can
the creation be attributed; fince all things
are fupported by an invifible and generous
power, that not only difpenfes to all their
proper nourifhment, but adds munificently
to fuch as follow temperately their natural
inftinéts, the ornament of happinefs, and
the blefling of "longevity. Our anceftors
made the principle of human love the bafis
of this well-ordered fociety :—Love firft
links us, as well as other animals, to our
females; love compels us to fupport our off-
ipring ; -our kindnefs procures us their love:
and hence that which originally fprings from
felt-efteem, becomes the reward of its pure
principle: we have no other criterion, by
which to judge of right and wrong, but
that of the action procuring to others either
good or evil; whatever is painful or un-
pleafant to be done to others, is unlaw-
tul for us to do; and we refpes? the inno-
cent will in-all things. Hence our children,
not being unfeafonably thwarted, are feldom
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capricious, for their natural timidity pre-
ferves. them from dangerous attempts; and
we content ourfelves with watching over
their fafety, without hindering them from
gathering the fruits of falutary experience.
Hence the complacency of our young peo-
ple; for as nothing is to be gained in this
country but by perfuafion and affection; and
fince force is even prohibited to be ufed
to our cattle unneceflarily, we are conti-
nually employed in inventing new, innocent,
and affetionate, methods of enticements, = .

« If, bymeans of kindnefs and {fympathetic.
allurements, we have won the heart of a
virgin, that was unattached, we mufi, by
the fame proceedings, bring her to a clofer
union ; and by the like: meafures alone, can
we fawfully retain her in it: fo that, at all
times, fhe is at liberty to break or continue -
this tie, if it be not found to procure mutual
happinefs :—hence, -as the bond of union
is vigorous at firft, and lighter afterwards,
it feldom happens that it is fuddenly dif-
folved, after having continued any length
of time: the fibres of the butterfly’s wing -
‘is not of bone, yet it refifts the winds as
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well as the bat’s—for it is the very eflence
of love and liberty, to preferve what they
mutually generate.  You {ee, therefore, how
neceflary it will be for you to put no rafh
conftruction on the innocent freedom which
our females enjoy; but to treat them, as we
do, with the fame refpect, juftice, and fin-
cerity, as the men. No embraces may be
forcibly taken here, or any other thing; the
‘moft powerful among us are the politeft,
and the moft perfuafive; but none are con-
fidered as underftanding truly the art of per-
fuafion, who are not fincere. To fay one
thing, and to act another, with us, con-
ftitute what we call infanity of reafon, or
want of fenfe; and we have people employed,
-and- places appointed, for the fole purpofc
of curing fuch difeafes of the mind ; which,
however, are not very COmMmMmon among us..

¢ Let me, therefore, hope, that what I
have now faid will not be defpifed; fincel
really feel fomething interefts my bofom in
y(;ur hehalf;, and fhall be afilicted if you
‘condemn the fimple honeft manners of my
-countrymen.’

« Here he took my hand, placed the palm
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of his upon 1t, {queezed it with a parental
warmth and kindnefs, and, looking affe@ion~
ately in my face, feemed anxioufly to exPe&
my reply.

“ For my part, I was {o overcome with
the generofity and gentlenefs-of his reproof .
and advice, that I found mylelf only able
to anfwer him by a {udden tear, which
trickled on our joined hands.

“ But, as foon as my recolleéhon was

recovered, I threw myfelf at his feet, ‘em-
braced his knees ardently, and, with an in-

voluntary exclamation, cried aloud, My
friend ! my father! B

“ Endowed with pure fenfibility, he felt
the force of my apoftrophe; <1 will be both
(faid he), to the utmoft of my power; and
to-morrow I will take care to give you an
abler guide than. Yabomy; you fhall be
accompanied by my eldeft fon; place a con-
fidence in him, and he will take a pleafure
in inftructing you in all the manners of our
{eparated nation.’ |

« He then led me into the hall, which we
trod foftly, moft of the company being com-
pofed in fleep; and having placed me on a
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mattrefs, adjoining that where the inoffenfive

abomy lay, he retired to his own; when,
calmed by that peaceful joy which recon-
ciliation ever infpires; and, lulled by the
foft murmurs of the gliding brook, I {oon
dropped into a {weet and profound repofe.

-« The next morn we were awakened by
the voices of abundance of finging birds, and
others whofe cries much refembled the pa-
roquet. On opening my eyes, my fenfes
were revived by a gale of odours, which 1
foon perceived iflued from the pots of flowers
with which the portico was embellifhed :
the little boys lay on their pallets founding
pipes, which feemed a kind of flagelets;
others began to beat little drums, and {oon
the whole hall was filled with groups of
naked figures, very few of which might not
have formed a model for the heroes of for-
mer times. After taking a few turns, leap-
ing or racing, they indifcriminately plunged
into the waters of the ftream, where 1 faw
incredible feats of {wimming and diving per-
formed ; afterwards, running again in the
portico, till their bodies were perfeitly dry,
each man then took a long piece of woollen
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Ttuff, the only kind of garment they wore,
and wound it varioufly around the body, or
threw it in folds carelefsly over the fhoulder:
It feemed, indeed, to ferve them for an in-
finite number of purpofes; for fometimes it
was ufed to fhade their heads, like a. tur-
ban; fometimes to gird up their loins; oc-
cafionally as a veil, when they were ftooping
~in the fun, or as a {creen from the quarter
whence the wind blew cold, often as a pil-
low, and every night as a coverlet. The
old men gave it the form of a grave cloak,
covering them behind from head to foot,
but the young and robuft affected to roll it
up very. fmall; and I remarked, that no-one
feemed to have any idea of mifufing it, fo
as to throw an odium on one part more
than another. Like the ancient ftatues,
which ftill remain, they appeared to glory in
the form the Creator had affigned them; and
would have fpurned at-the unnatural de-
pravity that affixed ideas of {hame to the
moft neceffary, wonderful, and noble organs

of the human fuperftru®ure.
« After our morning-meal, which was

conducted juft like the fupper, and only
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differed in its confifting of boiled milk and
fruit, with lemons to refrefh our water; my
worthy hoft introduced me, in the prefence
of the whole company, to his eldeft {on, and
~configned me to his care, with all the ten-
dernefs of a real parent. On this occafion,
the young maiden, who had been the caufe
to me of fo much blame, and {o much
kindnefs, ruthed in among us, like a bird;
and, taking my hand, ftruck the palm of it
twice, faying, © Stranger, 1 freely forgive you
your miflake 7 when {he mﬁantlv difappeared
among the crowd.”

¢ That was voluntarily and handfomely
done (faid the old man), and I congratulate
you on her generofity; for now the whole
affair is buried in oblivion, and I am no
longer obliged to communicate it in my
report, when I write to my fuperior officer,
on the fubject of your arrival and conduct
here: She isa ftrange, but a {weet tempered,
sood, and fenfible girl; and very likely led
you to the grotto, to know if your manners
correfponded with your perfon.’

« We now departed with a fmall com-

pany, and fome women; the women fitting
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on their cows, on the yellow miattrefles
beforé mentioned ; the men wading through
the fhallows, for fome miles after we left
the ifland, to crofs a fhoal that -feparatéd 1t
- from Sophis ; in which I took care to 1mitate
them, knowing they would have fmiled to fee
me riding effeminately on my camel: when,
having marched filently about an hour, my
companion and guide, whole name was
Chilo, placing his hand familiarly on my.
fhoulder, faid, ¢ Are you thinking of that
maiden ftill, the little fire-fly! has fhe
ftung you ¥’ |

‘“ Conicious that he was right, I made no
fcruple of confefling he had divined my
thoughts; and indeed, I had all along wifhed
for an opportunity of turning my firft en-
quiries to that {fubject.

 And who is this fire-fly, Chilo (faid I),
that fo artfully mifled me? for I own there
1s more of liking than refentment in my re-
membrance of her?’

¢ She 1s (replied he), an orphan, the
fruit of a very paflionate attachment between
two young people, who both perifhed by a
ftroke of lightning, while fhe lay in their

Y .
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arms, and received no injury. One of my
father's wives, with great care, brought
her up; her name is Mica,—we look upon
her as a fifter; fhe 1s very gay and lively,
~ but has yet formed no attachment among
the men; and had you been a native, 1t 1s
not unlikely, from her conduct towards you,
that you might, had you liked her, have
{foon gained her confidence and affection.
But let me perfuade you, if potlible, to
avold any engagements of that fort: by the
cuftoms of Sophis, {trangers are not alloved
to fiay long here, but on terms that few
have ever complied with; and none, who
are once incorporated among us, are wil-
lingly permitted to depart ; left they thould
make the road too common, as has been the
cafe with your guide Yabomy.”
¢ Will you tell me (faid 1, fighing), what
are the terms {o difhcult to comply with?’
¢ You muft live firi¢tly as we do ({aid he), on
the moft fimple food ; forego all thoughts of
exceflive gain; Kkill nothing that breathes
and lives; ufe no violence towards any thing ;
and employ all your {pare ftrength and time
in public {ervices, and in attention to the
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wants of individuals, without any confidera-
tion of former acquaintance: in a word, you
muft confider nothing as your own but what
15 neceffary to your being, and thofe whom
you preferve ; and, mingling your affeions
with the very elements of exiftence, confi-
der even a tree as your fellow creature, fo as
to aid and not deftroy it; not to wound even
the carth for its metals, but for its good, to
promote 1its reipiration, by draining, from
the furface, ftagnant waters, or conduding
toward its paftures refrefhmﬂ and 1nvigo-
rating {treams.

‘ Your fovereign good muft be the good
of the community; while the laws of the
community propoie only the happinefs of in~
dividuals, by luffering every man and woman
to think, fpeak, and at reely ; fubject to no
reftraint while they violate not 1he innocent will
of anoiber ; tor the protection of which alone,
all our cuftoms and laws are calculated.’

¢ What do you mean by the innocent will?

(faid 1).>—¢ That which, if executed, can in-
jure nothmg, not even ourfelves. Thus, no
{pecies of intemperance may be lawfully

practifed ; nor are men allowed to live foli-
I2
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tarily to follow {equeftered vices ; for the firft
principle of our government is not to permit
any individval to injure himfelf; the next,
that he {hall not injure any other ; and, laftly,
that {ocieties fhall not exift to the prejudice
of general fociety, and the deftruction of union
and equality.’

After a moment’s paufe, I replied, ¢ all
vou have defcribed appears to me very beau-
tiful both 1in theory and practice ; why then
inould you doubt of my power, if 1 have the
inclination, to comply with them? Know
then, that I came here only becaufe I had
heard that you were better than the generality
of mankind: you fee, therefore, that 1 am
no admirer of the vices of the continent
and 1if, on my firft arrival, I {lew your birds,
1t was only becaufe I did not conceive, that
there was a nation who could live without
animal food.”—¢ What (cried he, with a fixed
exprefiion of horror), did you mean, after
murdering them, to eat them, and make a
grave of your bowels—Holy Energy! 1s it
poffible that men can coolly commit fuch
abominable crimes merely to live! Have you
no roots, no grain, no fruits on the conti-
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nent? I would live on the grafs of the earth
{ooner than commit fuch cruel and filthy ac-
tions.” * The tears ftood inhis eyes as he ut-
tered thefe words, and he feemed fo violently
affected, that I regretted the fubje&t had
been introduced ; but affured him he néed -
not be under any apprehenfions of my con~
tinuing the practice, as I had refolved, inall
things, to comply with their cuftoms. Still
he was very anxious to hear all the particulars
of this deteftable practice, as he emphatically
called 1t; and I gratified his curiofity, not
without many bluthes, which, in a cértain
degree, ferved to convince me of the juftice
of his objection; but at length, I could not
help aftking how they avoided the vaft in-
creafe of their animals, if they killed none?
‘ Do you kill your children then (faid he),
when they become too numerous for you
« No, (faid 1), we {end them out into the
world to get their living, juft as we difpofe
of our fuperfluous cattle, by fending thém to
the continent, if there are more than can be
well kept, but that rarely.happens; for, con-
fuming much milk, many cows, and fheep

are wanted, and, as to other animals, they
13
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have never been found troublefome: they
feem to multiply only in proportion to their
proper food,—doubtlefs, the good Energy
encourages or reftrains them; for, asall things
are conducted by the principle of Love, no
diforders, from its influence, can arife; and
the brutes, our fellow creatures, are true to
their inftincts.’

« Here he ended, and I was glad that his
enquiries did not lead to the horrid {ubject
of war, left it fhould give him a ftill worfe
opinion of us. |

« By this time we were afcending a
mountain in the ifland, and feemed to be
approaching a kind of village, whofe build-
ings were low but regular, and of a delicate
pale tone of colour : they {eemed of an oblong
form, without chimnies, and, externally,
without windows, though each had a hand-
fome, well-proportioned, proje&iﬁg door-
way or porch: every houfe was furrounded
by pleafant groves, and- ftood on a {mall
eminence, but I found that there was no
want of light in them; and that, in general,
they confifted of a {quare court, compofed
of four long, diftin&, and detached build-
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ings, each of which had its broad open por-
tico, fuftained by {mall double columns, at
large intervals, behind which was a range
of chambers open to the view of thofe who
walked in'the portico, and feparated only by
a low wall. In a word, except the {folidity
and exquifite finifh of the workmanthip,
they feemed on the model of the country-
houfe I had firft feen: but I was told there
was no abfolute rule of archite&ture, and
that every one might build as he pleafed,

provided only, that they conftructed no
chambers that were not open to the air, and.

acceflible by every inhabitant of the manfion.
Doors, indeed, were f{olemnly prohibited,
and no coffers allowed to be made with faft-
enings of any kind, which extended even to
bafkets ; infomuch,.that moft of them were
made with open work, and their chefts looked
like elegant cages ; in making which, as well
as feats, they were Wondei_fully {kilful, com-
ing nearer to-the works of the Japanefe,
than any thing I had ever {een. 'The tafte
of every thing around, indeed, much fur-
pfifed me, for all feemed beautiful though
quite plain; and I could not help exprefling
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my aftonifhment, and afking my friend to
account for 1:.”

¢ It cur houfes ftrike your fenfes agree-
ably, (he fa:c), 1t muft arife from their be-
ing good judges of orderand proportion ; for
order, proportionate dimenfions, and fimple
utility, are the only ruies we acknowledge in
art ;—and there are certainly thofe among
us who know how to carry their effets to fur-
priﬁng lengths, as you will witnefs, I truft,
when you fee the public halls in Sophis, our
{at of juitice.’ |

‘“ The court of the building we had now
entered was an arﬁple {fquare, 1n the centre
of which ftood a tank of white marble, about
four feet deep, full of the pureft water; the
fides of which were fheiving for about eight
feet from the border. 'This, Chilo informed
me, was tae family-bath, and, that it was
{erved from a {pring, and emptied and
cleaned every day; for, by their cuftoms, no
houfe was permitted to be built but in a fitu-
aticn that could be ferved with water in
abundance, yet whole pofition was fuch that
no water could lic near its foundations. The

confeguence was, that every houfe was de-
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tached, and always placed on a declivity, or
clofe to the margin of a river or brook.

«« For neither age nor fex were exempted
from'the neceflity of bathing twice a.day;
and which habit fcemed to have rendered
neceflary to all, infomuch that many were
really almoft amphibious, and {eemed as na-
turally to take to the water as {paniels ; t0
which pracice, I think, in a great meafure,
may be attributed both the clearnefs of their
{kins, the robuftnefs and firmnefs of their
bodies, their excellent digeftion, livelinefs of
{pirits, and general good ftate of health.

« Qur dinner confifted of raw eggs, -the
- bread-fruit, and milk in abundance—my
friend, the Caffre, Chilo, and myfelf, were
feated round a low table in a fhady porch;
where we were not. only ferved by {ome
charming young women, but were enter-
tained during our whole meal with gay fongs,
fung by a party of boys, who feemed to take
a pleafure in varying our entertainment.

« Qur meal was fcarcely finithed, when
Chilo rofe up and left us abruptly, Finding he
did not return for fome time, I enquired

where he was gone; and the Caffre,” who
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now had difcovered, to his great furprife,
that I underftood their language, informed
me, that it was a cuftom for all the married
men to retire, after dinner, to the {ociety of
thelr wives, and to remain together, if agree-
able, till the hour of fupper; when the females
went to prepare 1t, {upped themfelves apart,
and returned to their hufbands to dance; after
which, each bathed {eparately, went to fe-
parate dormitories, and never met again, in
private, till the next day after dinner,

““ At that hour, all laborious occupations
were {ufpended, and the generality went to
fleep, as the ftill filence which prevailed was
very favourable to that indulgence. For at
that hour, all kinds of noife was as ftriétly
jorbidden as with us during night, no one be-
ing permitted to walk in the porticoes.—And,.
what do the young people do (faid I), who
have no wives ?

‘ Thofe who have no wives (replied he),
are too young to want any ; for all marriage-
able people here are married. They confider
it as a duty impoled on the parent to take care
and promote as early conne¢tions as are pro-
per, and never fail to oblerve and encourage
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the firft inclinations that take place; to
impede them, would be confidered as the
blackeft piece of- villainy; for they are fully
{enfible of the dangers arifing from the fup-
preflion of the natural fires,. and no ones
confent is neceflary to the connubial union,
but thofe of the parties uniting.’

«« When Chilo returned, I afked him
what were there marriage ceremonies? At
which he burft into'a loud laugh,— How
(faid he), do you, who are not a boy, alk
fuch a queftion—the lovers retire to fome
grove, or fountain, and the Energy inftructs
them in the reft.’

By which I perceived that they had no
forms of marriage; but that, with them,
cohabitation was matrimony. This induced
me to think, that there wanted nothing but
Mica’s confent, when we retired to the cave,
to have made ¢ a married man. |

«« Without knowing exactly why, I found
myfelf every hour more and more inclined
to adopt the manners of this {ingular nation ;
and grew actually impatient to arrive before
the head-chief, in order to urge my wifhes.
There feemed fo much calmnefs in all I had
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witnefled,{o much order and tranquillity, that
I became determined, by adoption, to be-
come a Sophian, 1if it were poflible to gain
fuch an indulgence. Thus meditating the
meafures I fhould take on my arrival, we
pafled onin filence till evening : and although
we travelled through a moft delightful coun-
try, highly diverfified with natural charms,
vet my mind was {o raprt that I took but little
notice of 1it, but pafled on mufing, and
foothed with the melody of birds ; nor did
any one attempt to Interrupt me, for all
were equally engaged, moft of them 1n -
converfaticn, but others in {mall parties,
chaunting low but {weet and popular har-
Ionies.

« In this manner we arrived at the foot of
a hill, when we were all {uddenly alarmed
By the loudeft out-cries, and {aw a number
of people running towards us, who feemed
frantic with defpair. The foreft with which
this hill was furrounded echoed with their
lamentation ; nor was it long before we met
two voung women, followed by an aged
man, and thefe again by a group of boys
and girls, who were all bathed in tears, and
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feemed wandering they knew not whither;
from the women it was impoffible to learn .
any thing, except that fome miferable mif-
fortune had happened to their children; but
the old man, who feemed finking under
fatigue, and diftrels of mmd fat down
among us quite overcome, and foon ex<
plained the fad calamity.

« A public building of an amphi-theatric
form, which was erected on the fide of the
hill, furrounded by trees, and folely applied
to the purpofes of educating very young
children, had been undermined by a fmall
fpring which encircled it; and the:whole,
at once, aided by a very flight fhockof an
earthquake; had funk down, accompanied
by the fall of its trees and ftones, fo as to
precipitate, in'a mafs of ruins, numbers of
infants, with all the mafters and miftreffes
of this'ufeful eftablifhment.
-« On hearing this report, we took theold
man’s directions, and redoubled our fpeed
to arrive at the Ipot where the accident had -
happened, which we found a complete fcene
of diﬁref’s and confufion; the men all ac~

tively' employed in removing the branches
K \
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and {tones, the women encouraging them
by their praifes. We all joined ardently in
the labour, and, by our acquifition of new
ftrength, it was not long before numbers
were extricated from very dangerous fitu-
ations. On calculating their lofs, we had the
pleafure to find, that thefe good people had
been more fortunate than they at firft ima-
gined; for out of above two hundred chil-
dren one only was actually killed, though
feveral had limbs broken; and none among
the teachers had f{uffered but a very aged
man, who fat under a kind of arch-way,
and whofe fole office was the fuperintend-
ence of the other mafters. Him we took
up dead, with the young child near him,
whom, it was {fuppofed, at the time the ac-
cident happened, he had been holding in
his ‘arms. 1 was afhiting at difengaging
his body from the ruins.—It was -of an
uncommon fize and bone, with a counte-
nance and beard imprefled with the moft
venerable marks of gravity and {enfe.

« We carried him and the child into the
village, where a bed nf {weet-fcented herbs
had been prepared for their reception; and
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after numbers had, by .tears and embraces,
teftified their refpe& for his remains, they
“were covered with dry branches of pine-
trees, and other combuftible woods ; after
which the whole was fet on fire, and in a
very few minutes there was left nothing
but a heap of athes, which were inftantly.
interred on the {pot :—each man bringing
a ftone from the ruined building, by order
of a perfon who feemed to be a magiftrate,
in the {pace of a few hours a noble fquare
platform was raifed, which they told me
would, when converted into a handfome
tomb, be dedicated to the memory of the
aged tutor, and the child who accompamed
him to the grave.

«« The greateft part of the night, which
was moon-light, was employed in thefe ami-
able offices; and the morning was- ufhered
in with the moft affecting dirges, in° which
all the inhabitants of the village feemed:
to unite: as if accuftomed to- the pious
exerctfe. ~

“ Having exerted myfel"f exceedmgly,
and: been {econded- ftoutly by old 2uhomy,

we were: both complimented- in-a handfome
K.2.
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ipeech from the magiftrate,- and requefted |
to repofe during the day, and take fome ne-
ceflary refrefhment previouily to continuing
our journey.

““ To this propofal we readily confented,
with the approbation of our conduétor; and,
after retiring to reft at a lodging appointed
for us, rofe up and went to his houfe. It
confified of a femi-circular area,-open to
the fides of the hill, and down the defcent
of which, many {mall alleys were contrived
through a f{pecies of beautiful blooming
heath, with occafional openings and feats
of turf for repofe, over which aromatic
flowering fhrubs, and orange trees, were
artfully conducted, fo as to afford a light
and-pleafant thade at all times, while {mall
but clear ftreams ran bubbling by the fides
of the paths, occafionally flowing 1nto little
ftone bafins, of a pale red colour, whofe
edges were always ornamented with fmall
flowers, or the moft beautiful mofles and
lichens.

« I was commending the elegance of his
tafte, when he interrupted me, by remark-
ing, that I fhould rather admire the ruftic
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“cheapnefs and-eafe with which thefe walks:
were accomplithed. ¢ I have done nothing
(faid he), but make declining " paths, i
conformity with the plans of my neigh-
bours, who have pitched their habitations
on this fide of our mountain; and“who,
many of them, have, to my thame, outdone
me in induftry and neatnefs: for you will
obferve, the whole is- nearly in-the fame
ftyle; and we lofe nothing by it, as thefe
winding tradlts- ferve the flocks as- well as
ourfelves, and thefe fountains flake their
thirft, while the fhrubs afford them alfo
fhade : as-to the feats, they ferve for refting
places for the aged; fchools for our peri-
patetic tutors; and couches for the fhepas
herds to recline on- during the heat of the
day.’

« What then (faid I), are' net thofe
grounds your exclifive: property  — He
{tared at me, with fixed aftonithment; and,
turning to Chilo, exclaimed, ¢ Does your
companion take us for tyrants? Could all
this be mine, who am an old man, and not
a:tyger-of thedefert? Thanks to the laws of
Sophis, fuch inequality is among us un-

K3
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known :—Did you think, (turnmg to me),
becaufe I direfted the people yefterday, that
they were all my flaves, or my cattle? No,
young man, I only fupplied an office which
my age, and long refidence here, impofed
on me in my turn, and which at the end of -
the year will belong to another.’

¢ I blufhed at my miftake, and acknow-
ledged the juftice of his reproof; but in-
wardly refolved to be more cautious for the
future in gueffing at the {yftem of thefe pri-
mitive people, whofe every altion 1 felt
myfelf compelled to approve and admire,—
But the next day, as we were preparing for
our departure, I was entirely thrown off my
guard, by finding that neither of our camels
was to be found, as well as at the cool in-
difference with which my friend announced
this difafter.

« Hitherto I could have no fufpicion
of being robbed, for I had feen no gold
ornaments whatever on any of the inhabi-
tants, whether men or women, except a
fingle ring in the left ear; and concluded,
that whatever ufe they might have for it, no
attempts would be made to deprive me of it
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by fraud or force; much lefs, that in com-

pany with fuch juft people, I thould be de-
prived of what they feemed to confider as

highly valuable property, though not even -

Chilo could inform me what return I was to
~ receive for it, if I chole to leave it among
them. But being thus, at once, divefted of
my whole wealth, I began, 1nadvertently, to
give way to the moft unjuft and imprudent
imaginations ; and, after declaring openly,
that if the camels were not {peedily reftored,
1 tfhould lay the lofs to the charge of thofe
in my company ; I ran, followed by the old
.Caffre, all over the village, looking into
every houfe, overturning all that came in
my way, and, after two hours of vain fearch,
came back covered with fweat and duft,
quite exhaufted, enraged, and almoft befide
myfelf.

« Here I found cmly Chilo, engaged in
clofe converfation with the vcnerable mae

giftrate : they looked at me with counte-
nances of pity and compaflion, which re-
vived my former confufion; but I leave you

to judge what were my feelings, when the
latter addrefled me gravely as follows i~



( 101 )

¢« Stranger, your conduct wrongs us ally
but moft of all my friend’s fon, who 1s your
generous and affectionate companion: for,
for myfelf, I am too well known here, to
fuffer in the leaft from your hafty conclu-
fions,. that have wounded his inmeft breaft:
Whatever your animals carried, he is void,
as we all are, of the knowledge of it; and,;
if they were loft, would be innocent of any
defigned wrong ; although, in the hurry of
vefterday, he did not take that care of. them
which is cuftomary.. The caufe of their
difappearance 1s unknown to us all; butl do
not believe they are ftolen, becaufe,. we truft;
there are no-men among us capable of fuch:
an unprovoked atrocity, the which. would
be fure to be punithed with perpetual ba-
nithment from Sophis: when, therefore,
they come to light, I leave you to refle&t on
the effects of your impatience, which will be
long recorded here; for already are you
abandoned by all but my friend and myfelf;
the reft having refolved to go no further
with you, left your Intemperate paffions
thould lead you to commit fome alts of
violence, or their own contempt of fuch
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unmanly condu, induce them to forget the
facred laws of hofpitality.’ | |
« All this he faid with a moft fererie.
countenance, as I perceived in the begin-
~ ning, for towards the latter end of his"
{peech, my eyes were Intuitively riveted to
the ground; when fhame and confufion
took entire pofleflion of me—my very foul
feemed to be abathed within me.

« Tears poured from my head in abun- .
dance;, and relieved, while they degraded
me, (as I then thought), but they made a -
very different impreflion on my Mentor ;—
him they foftened: ¢ Lycas (faid he), your
heart I fee is uncorrupted. Bafe people only
fhed tears  whén they receive perfonal and
painful injuries, or when they are deprived
of animal enjoyments; you weep at.the
juft reproof of my worthy friend, and thereby
acknowledge that you are erroneous, but
incapable of injuftice:—Let us go on toge-
ther to Sophis, we have fomewhat tarnifhed.
our fame here, my friend ; but we will fhew
them, in other places, that we are become
wifer men from it.’ . | "

-« While he was {peaking, we heard a
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great fhout, and {oon faw a crowd of people
coming up with our camels, exclaiming,
¢ they are found! they are found ! and, to
my accumulating diftrefs, 1t {oon appeared
that the animals had only been conducted to-
a rich pafture on our road, by a kind villager,
who thought thereby to do us a grateful
fervice. |

«« T was foon furrounded by a hoft of
witnefles to my difgraceful conduct, and
could -have almoft wifhed the earth to
open and {wallow me up; but Chib {oon
relieved me, with a kind and fanguine act of
friendfhip, by {peaking for me, and faying,
¢ We own we have been wrong to fufpect
~you, O valuable neighbours! we hope for
your pardon, and folicit you to forget and,
forgive the errors of humanity.’

“ So faying, he took me by the hand,
and conducted me on our road to- Sophis:
we went on 1n filence—nor did I dare to look
around me, till we had travelled an hour in
the valley which furrounded the village;
when, lifting up my eyes, 1 was not a little

furprifed to fee in our rear all our. company;
hut far behind.
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« Chilo obferved my aftonifhment, ¢ Come,
come, (faid he), our faults are forgiven, let
them be forgot: 2Ygbomy 1s near you; 1 am
the fon of your firft acquaintance; and know
my countrymen well enough to affure you .
that they will never more think of this ad-
venture.’

«« Thefe cordial aflurances diffipated the
clouds from my mind, and a ferene com-
pofure took place, fomething like the clear--

ing up of the tky, after a fudden ftorm of
thunder 1n the middle of fummer. At that .

inftant, in pafling round a winding path, in
a thick foreft, we were agreeably furprifed
with the fight of a party of noble looking
“youths, accompanied by two mlddle-aged
men, and_ an older -one: all of them were
fitting nearly in.a row, on a f{loping bank of
Jowery verdure, the foot of which was
wathed by a cool, unruffled, and tranfparent
{tream.

« My friend told me they were a peri-
patetic {chool going to the place we came
from ; that as the object of education with
them confifted in acquiring a thorough ac-
quaintance with the firft principles of mo=-
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rality, their laws, arts, and general habits of
life; it had been a cuttom, from times paft, to
remove from place to place, with the youths,
as foon as they had acquired ftrength enough
for the exercife of walking; beginning firfi
with conducting them to the environs of their
own village, and terminating their education
during a tour of all the iffands: * By this
means (faid he), many ufeful effelts are
produced: agriculture is ftudied by an actual
view of all our improvements; all the
branches of art traced to their fources; each
citizen becomes acquainted with the whole
ftate; health 1s promoted; good manners
taught by practice and obfervation; and,
while the mind is maturing, all the ufeful
exercifes of the body are learned, as it were,
by way of amufement.—They {wim, run,
leap, wreftle, and, by intervals, carry bur-
thens ; mufic is practiced when they repofe;
painting, and modelling, from the face of
naiure, and the obfervation of their own
bodies: arithmetic they practice walking,
by the aid of their fingers, or a fmall tablet,
divided into four parts; for we have four
figures, which, when added together, make
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ten, and the thumb-is the fﬂultiplier ferv-
ing for one, two, three, four, ten; ‘or any
other number.’ —1I. defired hun to explain’
this,; not without feelmg feme degree of.

compation for their i lgnorance of .our-mode,
of arithmetic. =

¢ It is very fimple (fald he) the llttlc_
finger ftands for one, the fecond for two, the
third for three, the fourth for four, and the
thumb for. the number ten compofed .of
‘thefe acts as a multiplier. Thus, by touch-; ‘
ing the fore finger with the thumb, we ex-
prefs forty ; by uniting all the fingers with the
thumb, one hundred; two, three, félir% and
any number to ten hundred, is defcribed by
ufing the fingers and thumb -of the other
hand as fecond multipliers.’—1I was obliged
to confefs it was fimple and ufeful, left he
fhould demand an explanation of our me-
thed, -which it would not have been-quite fo
ealy to detail ; but he, never fufpeing that
there could be any other mode 1 in the world,
- did not enter into the enquiry. -

« Obfervmg that ‘we ftopt, and fcemed:
to be talking about them, they all rofe up,

and, in {o doing, faluted us; at the fame ‘_
. *
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time, eextending their arms towards us, with
gracious and complacent {miles: we rec-
.turned the compliment, and requefted them
to partake of the refrethments which were
brought up by our party, that had by this
time joined us. None of whom, I was
pleafed to remark, directed their looks par-
ticularly to me. We feafted on eggs, with
which the place abounded, fipt the pure
wave, finifhed with a wild fruit like a ftraw-
berry, danced, had a chorus-fong, and fe-
parated well pleafed with each other.—But
I muft not forget to tell you, that before we
parted, the old tutor informed -me his chief
duty was inftrution in morals; that nei-
ther of them were brought up exprefsly for
the purpole of educating others, but that
he had purfued it voluntarily all his hife;
the others, at the exprefs defire of the com-
munity they belonged to, having been al-
ways remarkable for their good conduct and
folidity of parts; that the excurfion would laft
only during fix months, when they returned
to their homes, at the commencement of the
wet feafon; and that each of them had rela-
tions among the troop of fcholars. Moft
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people-of talents, he told me, accepted this -
office once or twice in their lives, confidering
it as a high diftinction to be felected for 1t.
Many perform the duty oftener, as it is always
accompaniqd with the reward of the efteem
and friendthip of our fellow citizens, the
praifes of the magiftrates, and that important
felf- approbation arifing from the canfciouf=
nefs of having coincided with the obje& of our
creation, the promotion ef love and happi-
nefs, which puts all apprehenfion of perfonal
danger, as it were, afar off, and makes the
man feem invulnerable. |

«« While he was fpeaking, I forgot how
the time pafled, and could have liftened to
him all day with pleafure ; but finding our
troop were almoft out of fight, and that I
was left alone, 1 found myfelf under the ne=
ceffity of taking leave. ¢ Stranger, we fhali
meet again at Sophis (were his laft words),
and then I will take that opportunity of
making fome enquiries in my turn; in the
mean time, may your journcy be agreeable,
and your reception fuch as you. may reafon-
ably defire.’

«« | was in no hafte to. joim my company,
L2

il
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Every thing 1 encountered humbled me in
my cwn opinion; and I, who before thought
- mylelf a giant, irom my perfonal and mental
firength, travels, and refolution, {eemed,
among thefe Sophians, to be thrinking, into a
dwarf.

“We {lept that evening, on the fide of a
hill, at a kind of caravanfera for the accom-
modation of travellers. Near it fell a prodi-
gious torrent, that raifed a refrefhing mift,
and gave to the weods in the neighbourhood
2 remarkable verdure ; innumerable finging
birds inhabited the boughs ; monkies played
their gambols about us on the branches of
the lofty trees; and herds of antelopes fed
around, as calmly as a flock of fheep, with
whom they were occafionally mixed. We lay
fcattered in various groups, glowing with
the reflcCtion of a finely {etting fun; while
fome were- employed in preparing {upper,
others, in forming mattrefles of leaves and
mofs, and the young men in enclofing fome
of the wild animals in thickets, in order to
procure their milk; with {ome drops of
which the aged made a lbation on the
ground, placing alfo thereon a {mall por-
tion of every thing we partook of, as a tel-
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timony-of gratitude to the great giver of life,.
and the means of preferving 1t, ¢* Which,,
(faid Chilo, as he depofited the offering with
reverence), is of itfelf a centinual beftower
- of the bleflings of vitality.’ e

« While all this was tranfacting, I ﬁmﬂed
up to the fhade of an old tree, where I found
a2 young woman playing, to fome others who
{furrounded her, and liftened with great at-
tention, on an 1nftrument to me totally un-
known, but which, as flie recited a fort of
hymn, made an agreeable accompaniment
to her voice. The inftrument confifted of
2 long, hellow, and very large cane,, with-a
foot placed at a right angle, which: gavethe
whole the form of the letter 'E;. the broad
part refted on, the ground, and the ¢ther had
- a_crooked head, which, bending over her
~{houlder, ferved to keep it. fteady. It was
long, and had a firing of one gut that pafled
over a bridge near the.crofs of the-T; inftead
of fretts there was a.roller of ivory, which flie
managed, with one hand, to: condud, by 3
handle below, up.and down. the cane; fo as
not only to ftop, but aGually fwell a. note;

and with the other fhe ftruck. the ftring,
L3
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louder or fofter as the tune required. The
air was elegant, and much affeted me: to
this day I remember it in part, it began—

« Give me a lover, with the [lurdy roots of
whofe beartfivings, the fmall branches of mine
may fo entangle themfelves, that no wind mnay
ever be able to tear them afunder.’

« Of the refinement of mufic I then knew
nothing ; but the air, the inftrument, the
fong, and the finger, fatisfied my heart. -

« There were alfo, not far from them,
fome children dancing to a kind of dulcimer,
whofe ftrings were ftruck with a plectruin, the
bridge of which inftrument was two horns
moving on fixed points, whole approach on
the board was adjufted by icrews; the whole
of the ftrings being paffed round pullies, fixed
to thefe horns, and confifting of one catgut
of a great length. The accompanjzing n-
ftrument was a broad drum, which a boy
beat with his fingers, and clappers, with
which the principal dancers kept time.

« I now returned to the building, (where
I found my companions), or rather long
portico, for it was nearly open, and its
marble having, by the eilelts of weather,
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acquired a fine orange colour, the contraft
was remarkably agreeable, when oppofed to
the azure of the firmament.

«« Yabomy was there, fitting in a penfive
attitude in the fhade, as if buried in deep
reflection ; and I could not, under our pre.
fent circumitances, help thinking, that his
looks on my arrival conveyed a fecret air of
reproach ; fo active a cenfor is the confci-
oufnefs of unworthy condu®, on a mind en-
dowed with any degree of {enfibility.

« Placing myfelf by him, I immediately
communicated thofe refletions that tor-
mented meé. He laughed during my relation;
‘ You are entirely miftaken (faid he), flight
faults are ‘not fo feverely punifhed in Sophis,
where there reigns fo much goodnefs of heart,
and {o much happinefs.  Error acknowledg-
ed, is error forgotten; but I was, like you,
bending under the weight of felf-reproach,
which was occafioned by the enjoyment this
delightfully-fhady place confers : behold that
buft, with a name under it, in a corner of this
portico; it is that of the man who, during his
life-time, caufed it to be erected as his monu-
ment: for it is the cuftom here, to raife none
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over the dead; fince they think, that he who
fhall neglect the performance of fome {uch
ufeful alt rowards fociety, while living, 1s un-
worthy of his country’s remembrance when
no more: but I, what monument have I raifed?
what benefit have I conferred on mankind ?
a childlefs wanderer, my mcther-earth main-
tains me, an unworthy {on!’—It was no
difficult matter to prove to him that I fteod
there a living monument of his’kindnefs; and,
as to external offices, I promifed that, after
my arrival at the capital, we would not long
delay to firencthen this noble cuftom, by
confecrating a part of my wealth to fome
purpofe ufeful to fociety; on which occafion
his kindnefs to me fhould be recorded, and
our friendfhip perpetuated in fculptured mar-

ie.—* So far as it is done (faid he), with
modefty, and gives employment to ingenious
artifts, fuch an act would pleafe the So-
phians, efpecially if we infcribe on 1t only,

8Y THE TRAVELLERS,
ORy

BY THE STRANGERS.’
¢ Or fuppofe we were to repair {ome
fountain failen into decay (replied 1,) would
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not that be more decent in our fituation,
without adding any infcription at all ?—¢ [t
would (faid he), if any fuch decayed build-
ings were there to be found; but you know
not, as yet, the country, any more than the
way of thinking, of its citizens. Al ufeful
monuments of this kind are repaired by
the community; while frivolous ones, after
the death of their founder, are deftroyed:
and this law operates with good effect on
thofe who are defirous of fame; for,
every time they are repaired, the original
founder’s name is carefully reftored, toge-
ther with the date of the monument; and,
as the views of the man who firft-ereted 1t
are facredly adhered to, whether he inrended
it for fhade, refrcfhment, as a bridge over a
brook, or a habitation for the aged, he
whofe generous mind firft projeéted the moft
ufeful {ervice to his fellow men, s {ure of a |
lafting record of his name to the end of
{ocicty.’ | .

 In this converfation we paffed the reft
of the evening, anticipating the end of our
long journey, and our reception among-the
heads of the nation.
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“ The next day we purfued our road, at
the dawn of light; myfelf, Chilo, and 7a-
bomy leading on foot; for fuch I found was
the manner of-travelling, when approaching
the capital, atall times where ceremony was
ufed : which ferved at once to alcertain who
were the leading people of thetroop,and pre-
vented many miftakes on the road; our de-
parture being always a fignal to thofe, who
accompanied us, to prepare to follow with
expedition.

“ We now afcended a fteep hill, cut
with care into a winding and eafy flope; at
the fummit of which, it was an agrecable
furprife, to find a refting-place, furrounded
by trees, and a fine guthing fpring pouring
into a marble fhell, whofe brim perpetually
overflowed, and trickled, in chryftal drops,
on the fliowers that furrounded it. |

“ The rifing fun, which had difperfed the
mifts, prefented to our view a large town,
lying on a fwelling knoll, at the foot of the
mountain. The buildings wereall low, their
lines, from that circumftance, long and pic-
turefque; but frequently broken by fine
groups of graceful trees, or feparated by the
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meanders of a filvery ftream, on whofe fur-
face, glowing with the fun’s early rays, I
- could eafily diftinguifh abundance of aguatic
birds in playful motion.—Beyond the town
rofe a lofty country of great cxtent, well
wooded, and diverfified with 1nnumerable
paftoral refidences: the back ground was
compofed of rocks fhaded with-aged forefts,
and broken with fome capacious lakes—in
a word, the whole expanfe prefented to us
a {cene as fublime, rich, and interefting, as
any I had ever feen on the face of the
earth ;- but what was my furprife, I can
{carcely delcribe, when they both told me,
that the place we then beheld was Sophis.

““ ] had expected to be longer on the jour-
ney before we arrived; imagined it could
not but be a vaft city; looked for innume-
rable houfes, and magnificent public build-
ings; and fo haftily explained thefe ideas to
Chilp, that what 1 faid had almoft an air of
contempt united with difappointment. Of:
this he took no other notice than by ob-
{erving, that the city was formed on their
ideas of what a capital ought to be; for,
with them, its {mallnefs conftituted its great-
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eft eulogium; as many people huddled to-
gether, muft, neceilarily, be prejudicial to
health, and induftry ; and the arts might be
more beneficially followed where the artift’s
family enjoved the breezes of the country,
and the advantages of horticulture, both of
which were indifpenfably neceflary to a na-
tion that {ubfifted on natural produdtions.
—Nor indeed (faid he), fhould we have
had any capital at all, were it not neceflary
to have a place where our archives might be
recurred to with certainty, and fecured from
decay ; where our firft magiftrate thould re-
{ide to do juftice; and the delegates of the
people aflemble to execute the general will.
—7Yet {mall as our capital appears to you,
1t 1s chiefly compofed of public buildings;
the capaciouineis and utility of which, 1 am
perfuaded will meet with your approbation
when you have confidered them, and are
better acquainted with our Jaws and cuftoms:
for the bafis of them is an attempt to pre-
ferve to man 1n {ociety all the advantages
of the natural ftate, and to prevent him from
falling into thofe corruptions which crowds
are too likely to engender.
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« Anhour on the fummit of this agreeable
eminence’ thus engaged foon paflfed away.
When the company joined us, a meflenger
was fent to Sophis to announce our approach,
and the motives which had occafioned our
 journey. |

« The whole of the defcent was very caly s
the path winding through groves of " tall
trees, whofe underwoods were chiefly of
{weet-fcented and flowering thrubs, watered
by many trickling ftreams, the frethnefs of
which invited and detained a numerous tribe
of beautiful fong-birds. Herds of goats alfo
with long and filvery hair were fr_équently
feen browfing on the banks. Many fhady
alcoves, the monuments of departed citizens,
graced the foad, whofe walls ‘were covered
with vines, and overfhadowed by date-trees,
and pomegranates. Little farms filled the
open {pots; and, when approaching the city,
the whole way feemed to pafs through a

prolific gardén of fruits, efculent plants, and
oaudy flowers.

““ On each fide the gates, or, more properly,

entrance, for gates there were none, were

two immenfe fountains, whofe waters were
M '
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received into circular marble bafins, and
never -overflowed, but were carried filently
away through {ubterranean channels: the
entrance was a noble arch, which formed
only the {egment of a large circle, whofe
roof was at equilateral angles with the earth;
and beneath whofe fhade, at each extremity,
were two long marble fophas, on which
fome ‘magiftrates and officers were conftantly
feated in rotation. Two we found there,

accompanied by {feveral citizens,— whofe
only .diftinction confifted in the marks of
age, and ¢bony rods which they held in
their hands.

« Chilo delivered one of them a paper, con-
taining an account of all his father knew of
us, which he read with an audible voice:
and, after a conference of a few minutes, we
were informed that we might proceed to the
manfion appointed for ftrangers.

« Before we left the place, however, I ftop-
ped to examine more minutely this fingular
entrance to a city without walls; and found
that it was not a mere work of oftentation:
for, befides that it compofed a juftice-feat,

the whole {erved as a grand fun-dial, the
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roof being grooved, and furnifhed with' two -
flights of fteps; and, 1n the centre,. inftead
of any other ornament, were two fmall al-
coves, from whence, on: certain occafions,
the laws were promulgated to the people.

« 'The whole was conﬁ}uqf_ted, with much
folidity, of green, yellow, and white mar-
ble ; and, although nearly without ornament,
finithed with a degree of accuracy that.Ihave
never yet{een furpafled. The pavement,both.
under and about it, was of purple granite;
and prefented a platform of confiderable
extent, bounded by an irregular grove of
fhady trees, through which an. avenue: was:
conftructed, that led up to the great {quare.

< On.our arrival there, every thing was
{fo new and agreeable to me,. that my mind
was quite overpowered with amazement—
the ¢rowd, the buildings, a large tank in
the middle of the pureft water; partieés:
dancing: to' the found of wvarious inftru
ments ; others exchanging refrefhments,.
flowers, or fruit; fome offering feats made
of cane, others umbrellas of papyrus leavess;
the groups of elegant men and women, who

rofc at each ftep to furvey us, all eontribiited
M 2
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to encreafe my confufion; and I whifpered
Chilo to take me away, before my head
was turned with pleafure and admiration.
Nor did 1 conceal from him the principle
caufe of my agitation. I faw, or thought I
faw, among the crowd, the image of Mica,
on whofe account 1 had {uffered {o much
reproach and internal fhame.

«« The pleafantry of my conductor, how-
ever, tended not a little to recover my {enfes
from the diforder into which they had been
thrown. Putting his right arm on my
fhoulder, he placed the other hand over my
eyes, ¢ Let me fecure you (faid he), from
again feeing this dangerous vifion; the girl
may alfo have deep defigns; it is proper we
thould keep you from her fight: love is
fometimes maliclous.’

¢ No, (replied I, feeling then the full
force of my happy fituation), I will not be
protected from her juft refentment; it may
be falutary to me to receive correction from
that quarter; takeaway your hand.’—* Alas !
(faid he, with a farcaftic fmile), the bird is
flown, and mocks us from the clouds.’

« By this time we werccometo the place
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appointed for our accommodation,~a noble
building, occupying nearly one fid¢ of the-
great fquare: it was elevated, fpacious, and
had two extenfive porticoes, one above the
other, continuing all reund; the. lowermoft:
for the accommodation of male travellers,
the uppermoft for females—much refemblmg |

the falons of the Afatic princes, but more

fimple in its general effect; the lower order.

being grave, the upper light and exquifttely. -
elegant, fuitable to the purpofes for which

each part was deftined. Nor were the-ma-

terials lefs appropriate; the firft ftory being
compofed of a marble or ftone of a dark
amethy{t colour, ornamented by .lines of a
pale yellow; the upper of an olive-green,
_iwith fimilarornamentsof white. But thchmo'ft .
fingular thing was the roof, which was entirely
converted into a tank or bafin for water,and
fupplied from a neighbouring mountain by:
marble pipes, in the centre of which was
a pillar of the {ame material, the which,
while it ferved to fupport an immen{e roof,
was perforated, fo as to convey the water of
the bafin through the centre of the build-
ng. From this pillar, as from a conduit,

M3
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all the apartments were amply fupplied;
while below, as well as above, 1t ferved an
abundance of {mall baths, with which the
whole building was furrounded; and laftly,
watered a great number of large orange-trees,
two of which were planted at the foot of
each bath, {o as to form a noble alley 1n the
front of -the whole building; the whole of
which compofed one entire fide of this ex-
tenfive {quare.

¢« The oppofite fide confifted of halls for
the difpatch of public bufinefs, all of one
ground floor, fhady, capacious, . refrefhed
with fountains, airy, having large porticoes,
and ample accommodations for repofe; of -
the fymmetry of wholfe architecture, which
you can only judge of from the imperfect
fpecimens here depicted on the prifon-walls,
rather from memory than adtual meafure-
ment. A tender remembrance, it is true,
warmly agitated me when defigning them ;
but I warn you againft giving me credit for
accuracy—they are mere fketches; for who
can pretend to rival the fublime and chafle
1deas of the Sophian architets; whofe pub-
lic edifices, although nearly unornamented,
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infpire the foil with dignified and virtuous
pride—fuch as noble minds exult in on-con-
templating vaft productions gradually created °
by human induftry.”” .

Here we both remained filent a few mo-
ments; but while I examined one fide of
the chamber, on which the fteady hand of
Lycas had finely delineated thefe noble halls,
I faw, by a fide-glance, his manly breaft
heave like a fwelling fea, his colour fade
and return ; when, covering his face with his
fhrivelled hands, he uttered a long-drawn
figh, that feemed to defcribe the flutter of
his departing foul. ¢ Thefe, thefe, (he enf-, |
claimed), can affect you but feebly, as efforts
of tafte; but to me they {peak too audibly—
they remind me that rbere 1 firft was recon-
ciled to Mica; there wedded a woman who,
under an apparently frivolous outfide, con-
cealed a foul of prodigious fortitude, un-
paralleled affection, and whole frame alone
rivalled in fymmetry the immortal works of
her countrymen !"—When recovering him-.
felf fuddenly, ¢ Pardon mc (rejoined he),
this burft of paffion—no other fubjerﬂ; can
now agitate my icy veins; judge then what
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muft have been her merits, who, although
now long loft, ftill retains the power to con-
troul this aged bofom, which facredly en-
fhrines her beloved image ; and the memory
of whofe virtues has been the fole relief of
this long {olitary confinement.’

While thus giving vent to his grlefs,
which, by my iilence and geftures, 1 reli-
gioufly refpected ; a fudden and piercing cry
was diftinctly heard near the door of our
prifon; and, an inftant after, the poor fel-
low, who had the care of us, haftily unbar-

ring the doors, rufhed into the chambcr and
fainted at my feet.

By our joint efforts we prefently recovered
him; and, the cries {till continuing at inter-
vals, demanded of him the caufe of his
alarm.

¢ The f{pirit of the Nile (faid he, his teeth
chattering in his head), has taken intire pof-
{effion of this accurfed tower ! Now, more
than ever, infefted with howling demons,
who daily play their pranks up and down its
gloomy galleries.—Neither Alla, nor Maho-
met do they refpect; although his holy name
is fcored with charcoal on the door of each
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chamber; nor have you, O, Lycas! with
your good heart, or your mufic-box, been
able to drive them to their habitations 1A
hell—do you not now hear the yells. they
utter ? Not content with rufhing before me
at every corner, to make me break my water
jars (whofe pure element they abhor), and
extinguifhing my torch with infernal vapours,

I am now to be fcared with terrific blafphe. -
mies, and the howlings of the damned; let
me beg of you, therefore, to take the koran,
and come down to the fally-port watch-
tower, for, undoubtedly, all the devils of

Egypt are now clawing each other in that
lonely angle.’ | |

« I have no koran (faid Lycas)—¢ Come
then {faid the affrighted keeper), with your
own {weet voice, that {fo charms me, and
charm them,’ The apoftrophe was too civil to
be refifted ; we defcended, therefore, rapidly-
following the fellow, who went on puffing
with impatience, and getting two hearty falls
by the way, all of which he attributed to the
{piteful goblins of the caftle. At length, after
winding towards the gloomy fpot where we
diftin&ly heard the lamentations, and find-

\
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ing no human form from whieh they could

proceed, we were all at a lofs to account for the

ftrange phenomenon, till locking out of a

~narrow and deep loop-hole, the keeper drew

back, with the countenance -of a2 man that

had beheld a ghoft—he could not articulate,

but pointed to the place ; and my companion

being much too feeble to get up to it, 1

mounted on the keeper’s thaking fhoulders;

and thrufting out my neck, for which the

aperture {carcely allowed room, I beheld a

fight that might have petrified any one—it

was no {pirit, byt a poor fellow-prifoner,,
who, in a defperate attempt to efcape, had
mifcalculated the depth he had to defcend

into a glecomy fofle overgrown with reeds,

where he hoped to lie concealed ; and hav-

ing, by accident, {lid below a proje&ing ftone;
from whence he probably intended to make

a fecond fally, hung {ufpended from a cord

by his hands, blown backwards and forwards

by the winds, and now nearly exhaufted, and:
ready to drop into adeep and watery hole;.
merely to look down to which, produced in.
me 2 fenfation of indefcribable averfion.

- Fortunately, however, for the poor. man,.
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we found a place from whence we could {eize
his cord ; and he was foon, by our united
efforts, reftored, more dead than alive, to
his forfaken cell.

The poor gaolér now laughed heartily at
his own folly: we returned to our confine-
ment, and found our frugal evening’s repaft
much {weetened by the benevolence we had
been enabled to praltife, and the proof we
had had, that imprudence may augrnent even.
the miferies of capiivity.

Next morning, the old man met me with
his cheerful countenance more than ufually
enlivened. The gaoler, from gratitude for
our afliftance, or perhaps from a defire to
make us forget his ridiculous fears, had

brought a batket of limes, fome coffee, and .

a jar of palm-wine. We knew he would cona
ceal, for his own fake, the attempted efcape
of the poor prifoner ; and, to ingratiate our-
{elves {till farther with a man, on whofe good
offices many of our common comforts de-
pended, we invited him to partake of a fher-
bet; while my ‘philofophical companion in
confinement, touched the guitar for our
mutual entertainment. "The ftrain was en-

-
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chanting ; for my own part, I forgot I was
a prifoner; and the citizen of Sennaar, quite
tren{ported, remembered no longer his occu-
pation:—¢ Go, ({aid he), begone! efcape!
—Ilet me die, let me perifh for fuch a friend I’
For my own part, I confefs, I was almoft
ready to take him at his word ; but the noble
{fufferer made the blufhes come into my
cheeks, when, throwing down the inftru-
ment, he arrefted my purpofe: ¢ How (faid
he), have I, in imagination, conveyed you to
Sophis only to fee you return to this ignoble
{elfithnefs ? — Freedom is, doubtlefs, inef-
timably, immeafurably fweet, but, in bafe fo-
ciety, there 1s no true hberty. We fhould both
forfeit our good opinions, were we to accept
of the offer this man’s traniport of gratitude
has laid before us—could we ever be happy
under a freedom procured by an artifice that
muft coft the life of our deluded benefaétor ?
—No, it is lawful, undoubtedly, to intereft
him in our behalf, fo as to humanize his
guardianfhip, but not for the purpofe of
teaching his unguarded heart to betray - his
truft.’—When, turning to the keeper, ¢ My
2ood friend, (faid he), take your keys and



{133 )

begone, your offer will not eafily be forgotten.
When we can procure the blefling you pro-
pofe, without caufing the ruin of others,
you may then repeatit. You have been too
kind to me hitherto ever to find in me your
mortal enemy.’ :

The aftonithed keeper looked firft at one,
then at the other, and retired without fpeak-
ing a word. This fpeech excited in me
freth admiration, and I felt forry for the
part I had afted in the fcene; for the mag-
nanimous fentiment exalted my- {oul, and
{ecemed thereby to have foftened my cap-
tivity ; but juft as I was going to apologize,
he cut me thort, and, with much compla-
cency, refumed the narration of his hiftory. .

« We were now in the great caravanfary
of Sophis, and the enfuing day was fixed for
our audience with the ruling men of the
country ; the intervening time was paffed in- .
admiring the interior of the building, the
whole of which was finifhed 1n a manner
that I had never before witnefled ;- black,
red, and gold japanned wood, highly wrought
and polithed, made every apartment look

like a curlous cabinet: nor was ivory and-
N
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ebony fpared in the conftrution of the
fophas. We ate out of bowls of fine porce-
lain; repofed on exquifitely foft yellow mat-
treffes; and, in a word, partook of much
innocent luxury, amid fuch magnificence as
is even unknown at Conftantinople.

«« Chilo was gratified with the notice I took
of every thing, telling me, that.the reafon
why-this {plendour was banifhed from other
habitations, was in order to prelerve general
equality, and that it might be the more no-
ticed here. Some attractions, he obferved,
were neceflary to bring the citizens to attend
‘to their public duties at this place; fome
grandeur, to give them an idea of their own
public importance, and that of the tatks they
came there to fulfil ; {fome comforts, to com-
penfate the lover of domeftic felicity, and
rural employment (which ‘was the reign-
ing paflion of the nation) for their tempo-
rary lofs which this journey annually oc-
cafioned: for, he explained to me, that
once in every year the heads of families of
each tribe, of a certain -age, were by law
required to appear in rotation, in order to
maintain a perpetual reprefentative-fenate ;
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which fat. daily all the year round, for
the purpofe of difpatching public bufi-
nefs; their guide in which was a confti-
tutional code, long ago brought near to
perfection; {o that the ailembly, by a con-
tinual influx and efflux, like a {ea gently
agitated by tides, was fecured from cor~
ruption, and that undue influence which
long habits of governing are but too apt to
produce in the minds of even good men.
This period, however, did not commence
with them till the prime of life, about thirty
years of age, nor continue beyond fixty.
From this duty none were exempt but thofe
who were naturally incapacitated, or.had
forfeited their chara&er by fome highly cri-

minal adtion againft fociety; and all, in at-
~tending to it, .were equally maintained at
the public charge, both the rich, and thofe

lefs wealthy, for the law allowed none to be
poor. '

‘« Every male, by being born in the ifland,
had a title to a certain portion.of land;. not
to cultivate which conftituted a very high na-
tional crime, and was, when proved, punifhed

by compulﬁve labour. His title alfoto a
N 2 | |
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rotationary feat in the aflembly was equally
fimple, as it confifted in his having children
born to him. |

« I felt my eyes obfcured by a watery hu-
mour when he came to this part of his de-
fcription ; and involuntarily demanded, if 1
alfo might not have children born to me in

this country, and become at once, a father,
a citizen, and a {enator?

« Undoubtedly (faid he), you fhall, 1if
Mica confents; 7f the love you, fbe can make
you a Sophian; for, being the heirefs of
a worthy family, fhe can in her own night
depute you as her reprefentative, after
cohabitation, and. the fruits of it appear:
o o other terms could you poffibly become
one of us, notwithftanding the apparent title
vour language gives you; and I verily be-
lieve my father threw her in your way, from
fome fuch motive; for you fee plainly, either
. that, or her own inclinations, have conducted
Wer after us.’—I fiezed his hand, and kifled
it, as he uttered thefe words, which feemed
like foft mufic to my ears; and retired foon
after to thofe delicious {lumbers, which, like
waking dreams, fill the whole mind with
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tranfporting images, too confufed to be res.
covered, too enchanting ever to be defcribed.

«« Day had fcarcely broke forth, when we
rofe, took a flight repaft, and, accompanied
by Chilo, and the good old 2abomy, went
ftraight to view the city. S

« That ftupendous orb, the fun, was. juft’
rifen, and obferving the refpectful attention
~ which Chilo paid to the firft emiffions of its |
rays, 1 could not help afking him what he.
thought of that wonderful.ball of fire, of
which fo many ages had not been-able to
diminifh the luftre:

* Do you really then take it for a ball of
fire? (faid he), the idea is new to me—we
always confidered it as one of the eyes of the
univerfe, through which the eternal Eneérgy.
%nits what light it is pleafed to beftow on
us; and that light is itfelf both heat and
life.’—1 {miled, but could not help afking
again what he meant by the cternal Energy,
did he mean a firft caufe? which [ felt mu/!
te, but wondered that 1 could not reach-it. -
“ I will thew you (laid he), why you can-
not reach it.” We were then near the gate,
to afcend to the pointed fummit of which,

N3
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were fteps on both fides. Inftead of reply-
ing to my queftion, he bade me go up before
him ; and when I was arrived at the top, he
told me to go on, of courfe I defcended—
‘ How (faid he), are you defcending? You
fhould afcend now I'—¢ Nay (faid I), that
1s impoflible, there 1s no higher foundation
for my fecet, fhould I attempt it I fhall break
my neck; I had.better, therefore, remain
where I am.” |

¢ Juft {fo (faid he), 1s the path of man’s
reafon circumfcribed. We may alcend to a
certain height on the fleps of reafon, but
we have our higheft point where we totter,
or, attempting to advance, decline; we muft
either ftop there, or defeend and know our-
Sfelves.”

«« What (faid 1), are we not i.mmort*
1s not the {pirit of man a god-like thing ?”’

« Moft probably (replied he with great
calmnefs), but we know what body 1s, and
not what 1s fpirit: we fhould go out ot our
fphere to make mind the chief objed, as
much- as we {hould do were we to neglect
the intimation of fo noble and f{incere a
monitor. If our foul be immortal fhe will




( 139 )
be fo; if fhe thould not, /be will be whers
fhe ought to be. During her-mortal period;
the will be employed,. probably, as fhe is
with us, in guiding matter, as far as her:
powers extend. For our part, what. I’
humbly conceive to be our bufinefs; is, by
the help of mind, to attain to the perfedtion
of our material nature: not to lofe our
time in merely .enquiring what mind - is,
Our firft duty, I conceive, is to preferve and
prolong our own €xiftence, which can only
be done by fimple and innocent-livess our
next, to multiply and provide for our off-
{pring; and laftly, by the help of that ex-
perience we have acquired, to enable them
ftill to improve their modes of life, and fiil
to augment the fum of their happmefs and
virtue,’

«« Here he paufed, and I was filent ; but
I felt my whole frame calmed like the fea -
after a ftorm, when, bounded by an unrufiled
mirror, the fandy beach lies cool and un-
blemifhed, to receive the {oft accels of the
evening breeze. |

« leCOUl‘ﬁHD‘ thus, we came to the fe-
nate-houfe, on the oppofite ‘fide of the
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{quare: our bufinefs being extra-judicial;
an early hour had been appointed—my heart
palpitated, yvet I knew not wherefore, as
no guilt refted within it; notwithftanding
which, I felt like a criminal preparing for
execution.—Should they banith me (faid
I, inwardly), I am loft! Can I {fupport the
thoughts of leaving this country ? Can I live
without Mica was-on my lips, but 1
fupprefled the name.

« The entrance was of that {ublime pro-
- portion, which one rather feels than-{ees.
The veftibule {pacious and folemn, yet 1
noticed its particulars but little; but, on
approaching the femicircular theatre, where,
with becoming gravity, the affembly were
all feated on polifhed benches, gently al-
cending, and fo contrived, by paffages, as to
give convenient accefs to each, 1 was re-
called to myfelf by its impofing awfulnefs;
not on account of any peculiar habit, for all
were in their common drefles; the roore
aged much like this I now wear, the
younger without either turbans or robes ;
but, for the moft part, poflefling large dark
eyes, graceful beards, and hair in abundance,
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overfhadowing features full of generous éx-
preffion.

« (Chilo did not keep me long in fufpenfe,
but, advancing to a fort of tribune in the
centre, afcended 1it, unfolded his father’s
letter, and, having received a fignal that he
might proceed, rcad, to the reprefentatives.
affembled, a fhort narrative, which rclated
my manner of coming into the ifland, my
conduc¢t fince, my profefled motives, thofe
of my companion, the commodity I had
brought,the fingularity of my poflefling much
of the language, and our mutual defire, if
not inconfiftent with the principles of their '
conftitution, to remain incorporated among:
them. |

« Having finithed, he defcended. with-as.
little ceremony as he had before ufed, joined
us, and conducted us to a fort of platform,
where we ftood in fight of, and within hear
ing of our judges; who- inftantly proceeded
to the bufinefs. in hand, by fimply putting;
the queftion of our ftay or departure; which,,
after about a quarter of an hour’s filent re-
flection, was decided, by a ballot of black
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{nells, 1n the- negative-as to my ftay, but in
the affirmative with refpect to Yabomy.

““ On receiving the report, which Chilo
gave me with great reluance, 1 fell fenfe-
lefs on the earth; nor do I remember any
thing that followed, till 1 found mylelf,
fome days afterwards, languid and faint, on
a fopha at the caravanfary, in the arms of
the kind Zzhomy, while Chilo was feeling my
pulie with a Jook of defpair; and, O!
what happinefs! the lovely and compal-
fionate Mira, with locks difhevelled, affec-
tionately embracing my feet.

“ Having been fome time under the
ftrong delirium of a fever, owing to the
fhock- which difappointed hopes had pro-
duced on my frame, every thing appeared
to me likea dream. I would have arifen to
to throw myfelf before her, but my frame
was too much weakened for the eflort. All
I could do was to ftretch out my arms, ex-
tend my eyes towards the defired object,
uiter 2 deep figh, and burft into-a violent
flood of {calding tears. |
-« Thefe, by relieving the over-heated
brain, gave me utterance; but what I faid
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was too incoherent to be underftood, in any
other light, than as an expreflion of the
violence of my grief, and unbounded paf-
fion for the objet before me.

« She approached, clafped my hand, and
fat down by my fide; Chilo took the other,
but I infenfibly withdrew it, to prefs her’s
with both of mine. Her languid head re-
clined on my fhoulder. We remained, for
fome of the moft delicious moments of my
life, quite filent; during all which time, a.
healing balm feemed to fteal through my
verv effence.  How long it lafted I cannot
recollet ; but I fhall ever remember, that
when the fenfation was reduced to the fober
idea of common - exiftence, 1 found that
we were left together, heard the mufic of
her voice, inhaled the balfam of her breath,
and often repeated, as well as words could
convey them, the tender ardours of my un-
limited, enthufiaftic love.

« But I beg your pardon-(faid the old
captive), I fee I haveaffected you too fenfibly ;
for time has not yet diffolved the fharp im-
preffion, nor age undermined the pleafing
fabrick of former enjoyments.  We cannot, it
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is woi polfible, to eradicate an carly and irue
affeftion :'—¢< 1 feel it (I replied, {mother-
ing a figh), but in opening my deep wounds
you relieve accumulated pain.

«« To fhorten the narrative, I muft inform
vou (he rejoined), that my féver, from this
interview, took a {udden favourable turn;
and that my recovery was not a little ad-
vanced by the affurances of my friend, in ad-
dition to the happinefs which I felt in the
unreferved communication of Mica's attach-
ment-—that the decrees of their affemblies
were not, 1n {uch a cafe as this, irreverfible.
On the contrary, 1t wasthe boaft of this re-
fleting people, that their fenate was always
open to appeals, guided by reafon: intend-
ing only pubiic good, they knew of no rule
without an exception, fo that they could
never be enfnared into a decifion by artful
men, or ftudied eloquence. The firft motive
for the ballot which banifhed me (he told
me), was the {trict letter of the law, united
with its {pirit, as far as related to my being
a condudtor of merchandize. An uninvited
gueft, they thought, {hould come with clean
hands. This they found manifeft in the cale
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of Yubomy, who entered poor, and feemed
carried away by the irrefiftible attraction of
their manners: ¢ But when (f{aid he), I pleaded
your caufe the next day, explained to them, .
and offered to be bound, that you were not
arrived a mean trafficker for profit; declared
that you poflefled the-attachment of a female
citizen, and were ready to undergo any proba-
tionary trial—they reconfidered your fingular
cafe, and, at length, confented to permit your
limited refidence of two years; but, on the
exprefs condition, that you fhould, in all
things, conform to the manners of the iflands;
and, in proofof your fincerity, part with none
of your gold but to thofe employed in con-
ftructing public works, or preparing rewards
to be difpofed of by the public affembly.’ -

¢« And here it was, for the firft time, 1
learned, that every male, and every female,
received, on_arlfiving at a f{tate of puberty,
golden- ornaments, of an equal value,; though
not fimilar conftruction: the males, a plain
ring for the middle finger; the females, a
fingle ear-ring : that, on. the deceafe of
thofe of either fex, -they .were returned to

the national treafury: by which means thefe -
. .
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fingular people kept a fimple regifter of all
their active population, the date of the year,
onthe day of affluming them, bemg engraven
on each; which conltituted, in every fa-
mily, a fpecies of feftival.

¢« The bufinefs .of our journey being now
completed, we prepared for our return to
the habitution of Chilo’s father, with Mice
and Zakomy in our company. Their drefs I
adopted immediately; and their manners be-
ing perfedly unaffedted and natural, it would
have been mortifying not to follow them ;
for, while they relieved me from the fatigue.
ing ceremonials of affeéted politenefs, they
mftilled the moft disinterefted {entiments
relative ro focial and mutual fervicess and
perhaps a great deal of that urbanity, {o re-
markable amongft them, arofe from their
high ideas of natural freedom, mutual de-
pendance, -and reafonable equality.

* The laws alone were paramount over
all ; but, in private families, the father pre-
ferved his matural authority, merely from
habit, and the effelts which the practice of
humane actions always produce; for ‘there
cxifted no law to -enforee, in-all cafes, obedi-
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ence ina child to the will of his parents, as it
is by no means a matter of certainty that the
parent is always a proper judge of what may
conftitute the welfare of his child = yet I
never witneffed more domeftic happinefs in.
any country than-this; and nothing feemed
to be wanting ta compleat my felicity, but
an indiffoluble union with: the. generous: and
accomplifhed object of my early choige.

« This earneft with I took an early oppoz-
tunity to fuggeft both to herfelf and to. the
father of Chilo.—She liftened to me with
much complacency, but never returned me
any anfwer; and, on thele occafions, feem-
ed always, though tender and gently affec~
tionate, to be under fome embarra{sment =
but the old man quickly fet all to rights, by
explaining to me that, in Sophis, this fort of’
engagement admitted of no ceremonial rites,
whatever others might demand ; ¢ Itisa com-
pact (faid he), which concerns alone ‘the.
parties to it, and is fo fure to take place
fome time or other, between the fexes, that
it neither demands encouragement to pro-
mote it, at its proper time, or diffuafives to

prevent it, where the organs are unprepared,.
02
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—We leave all this to nature, whom we
adore under the emblem of love, feeling it
unneceflary to frame laws to regulate an in-
ftintive commerce, as pure and as natural
as the vital flame.—You are therefore (faid
he), the pofleffor of Mica exclufively, while
your mutual attachments laft; and 1 am
much furprifed, that you have not already
accomplifhed that, which muft have been,
long ago, the wifh of both parties.’
~« ] wanted words to exprefs my aftonifh-
ment at this {peech. Initead of being
charmed with this unlimited licence, 1 be-
gan to think 1 had been miftaken in the fa-
vourable opinion I had entertained of thefe
extraordinary people; and, in the rafhnefs
of my judgment, took upon me to fufpect,
that, with regard to women at leaft, they had
no notions of delicacy. 1 flew te my friend,
Cbhilo, unburthened my whole bofom to him,
and, before 1 would fuffer him to utter a
word, recounted all oxr hymeneal fyftem,
ceremonies, and laws.

«“ My account feemed to aftonifh him

little lefs than his father’s difcourfe had
alarmed me. He told me, that he was not,
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after-all, fo much furprifed at what I had rea ..
lated of foreign nations, whofe cuftoms, he.
had often been told, were the reafon of the
Sopbians {eparating themfelves from the
world, as he was to reconcile my approba-- -
tion of fuch abominable errors, who had.
hitherto profefled mylelf to be a man guided
by nature and reafon.—¢ What (faid he), at.
the firft genuine irrefiftible impulfe of ten-
der defire, do you check the current of cre-
ation; and, forgetting your duty to the Maker
of all, delay 1ts exigent {ervice at the com-
mand of thofe who are paft feeling the di-
vine impetus? Or, ftill worfe, are there among
you, men, who dare to interpofe their feeble
wills to poftpone the great unerring and ex-
plicit laws ot procreation ?—Can.youth be
fo tinctured with fordid paflions, as to feek in’
wealth a compenfation for the finer feeling
of their frame? Or, {o corrupt as todemand,
in the prefence of witnefles, oaths, in proof
of that which the eyes have declared, and a
continued purfuit of tendernefs ought to have:
cftablifhed paft difpute? But, above all, are
there with you, men fo wickedly cruel, as’to

nfift on continuing a brutal commerce be-
0 3
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tween, what you call married people, after
the afiections are dead and cold ? Or, tyrants,
who can think deliberately of engendering the
children of bhate and animofity? A thought
{o profligate that it fickens my very foul t—
As to your women, I am pained to make un-
pleafant refleCtions; but furely it muft be a
ftrange effect of cuftom that can reconcile
them to fuch legal proftitution as you de-
fcribe, -when you fay (if I miftake not),
that, in moft countries of Europe, they fix a
day to confummate the efpoufals of young
virgins, who retire from the prefence of all
their family, friends, and acquaintance, to
afcend the marriage couch; and the next day
appear without blufhes, though ruffled with
the inordinate firft rites of impetuous love -
and, {till more ftrangely indelicate, inftcad
of fanning the myfterious flame, by foft de-
nials, and fecret conjunctions, they occupy
the fame pallet openly, and nightly; as if
they either haftened to extinguifh the lamp
of hallowed and beneficent defire, or even,
after all their bonds and facred engagements,
entertained doubts of each other’s fidelity !

* No wonder (added he, witha fhrug of
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inexpreflible difguft), that faithlefsnefs fol-
1ows fuch ill-contrived conneltions ; or, that
the men who are capable of forging thofe
chains for the feebler fex, fhould, with cru-
~elty, revenge on their helplels victims, the
{lighteft deviation from their mandates.’

«« Here he paufed ; and, while his juft re-
marks penetrated my underftanding, and
threw a bright light through the former pre-
judices of my mind, I could not but rejoice
to find they admired fo enthufiaftically the
virtues of fidelity and modetty.

« You admit then (faid I), O, my friend!
of pure connubial ties, and hold facred the
flame of love? Mica may become mine ex-
clufively; and I ought to demand no other
fecurity for her fidelity than the ftability of
my affection.—1 fee, 1 feel now the deli-
cacy of your cuftoms; but have the goodnefs

to explain thofe which relate to this delicious
union that fits {fo near my heart 2”°

¢ There is little to explain (faid he); mu-
tual attachment is the only tie we know of.
All others mufl be weak, and we never punifh
infidelity : if caufed by wantonnefs and in-
temperance, it muft at laft prove its own
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punifhment, by diminithing confidence in
fuch a character; but we efteem chaftity, as
being 1n itfelf a proof of an honourable mind,
not light, but {olid, ftrictly keeping its firft
engagements: nay, we crown with green
leaves thefe pairs who can boaft of long con-
tinued connections, and, the ufual refult of
them, a numerous progeny.— We do not ob-
ject, neverthelefs, to polygamy, as you call the
having two wives, whenall the parties agree ;
becaufe there may be many reafons which
might make {uch an arrangement prudent;
but it is very uncommon, on account of the
neceflity of that agreement. As to the females
whom you call preftitutes ; but who, with
us, are termed the unhappy, they are very
rare; fince fuch connections are totally.in-
convenient to men who live by agriculture,
and whofe ftrength often confifts in the num-
ber of their children.—But we do not ex-
clude them from the rights of fociety, for
having adopted thofe digufting 1rregu-
larities. Niether are they treated with con-
tempt and {corn by their own family, Onthe
contrary, viewing them 1n the light of wo-

men whole minds difeafe is equally pitiable
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with thofe maladies that affet the body, they
confider it as an incumbent duty to afford
them their beft advice and hofpitality. And
then it happens that thefe errors are feldom of
very long continuance; for experiencing the
repeated neglects of their lovers either drives
them back to that family afylum which is
always open to them; or perceiving Thow
much their charadter fufters by inconftan-
cy, while health is injured, and beauty de-
caying, by thofe relaxing gratifications, they
learn, from experience, the neceffity ofadopt-
ing a more prudent conduct. And it often
happens that one of thefe, at firft thoughtlefs
women, becomes at laft the beft guardian of
their rifing relations.—As to thofe who
fhould be capable of reproaching them with
their former deviations, they would be re-
oarded with as much abhorrence and con-
tempt, as the perfon who confidered it as:
criminal to have had an accels of a frenzy
fever.” - |

« All this (faid I), is very humane, and,
according to- my ideas, moft juft: but: pray
tell me, when an alliance has been formed,
from mutual attachment, and one of the
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parties, attracted by fuperior accomplifh-
ments, or guided by an inconftant {pirit,
quits their firft conneltion, and the oftspring
- that has arifen from 1t; in what manner are
they punithed, and on whom devolves the
care of the children; what alfo 1s done to
the feducer

¢ I cannot help fmiling at fo ftrange a
gueftion (faid he): neverthelefs, as you ap-
pear to be {erious, I fhall anfwer 1t with gra-
vity. Did 1 not juft now tell you that incon-
ftancy, if carried to excefs, was followed
with the Jofs of the men’s efteem: and, asto
the other cale, we fay, that he, or fhe, who
cannot preferve the affections they have gain-
ed, muft attribute the lofs to their own neg-
ligence or fault. For whatever men value,
1t 18 generally obferved that they enjoy with--
out oftentation, and never neglect the care
of. With us, beauty and merit, when ac-
quired, cannot be locked up (as you fay it
1s with you 1n Turkey), but it 1s feldom pa-
raded about, or brought unneceffarily for-
ward; and as we give both fexes the fame
education, both are ftudioufly taught the art

of preferving their lovers. We know as well
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as you, that the diforders of the paflions de-
{erve our utmolft attention; and have people
who make a kind of profeflion of curing
them, tracing them gencrally to phyfical
caufes, whofe prefcriptions are bounded by
no limits that are not contrary to nature; fo
that it is no uncommon thing for one of thefe
fages to prefcribe a conne@ion with the
other fex, as a remedy for the apparent dif-
orders of the mind.. Nor are there wanting

inftances, where parents have faved their
children’s lives or fenfes, by temporary con
ne&tions, the fruit of which, at worft, has
been an augmentation of the family; but
which has often terminated in the folid fet=
tlement of  both parties; for it conftitutes a
part of the fkill of thefe intelligent prac
titioners, fo to pair their patients, that a
double- cure may be effected by the fame

operation.

« But thefe are cafes which occur but
fcldom. The general freedom of our man-
ners gives,to.almofl every one, an opportunity
of forming asearly an alliance asthey find ne-
ceflary. Thatequality which prevailsameng
us, as to fortune, and ‘the labours of life,
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aifo contributes not a little to make parents
iefs oppofite to the attachment of their
children, and occafions mixed {ociety to be
by no means dangerous. kqual citizens. of
our free country, we can conceive no per-
fonal diftinctions, but .thofe of {uperior
beauty, virtue, talents, or experience: and
hence, although I have hitherto had no rea-
fon to doubt your veracity, I can {carcely
bring myfelt to believe that, in the part of
the world you came from, there are men {o
foolith as to pay a perfonal refpect to here-
ditary titles; and others infected with the
madne{s of really receiving the homage due
to a fuperior race, when they do not find
themfelves exempted from the diforders of
their fellow-creatures, or {urpafling them in
underftanding.

° But, 1 beg your pardon for this digref-
fion ({aid Chilo). 1 {hould have told you,
in anfwer to your queftion, that the children,
in cafe of {eparation, are always left to the
care of the father, when the feparation arifes
from the determination of the mother; and
the reverfe 1in the oppofite cafe. And this
law was made, 1n order to encreafe the dif-
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ficulty of the ftep on both fides; and, that
nothing, fhort of a confirmed deftruction of
efteem, fhould operate to bring about an
event {o unpleafant. As for {eduction, or
a deliberate plan to invade the mutual hap-
pinefs of others, when proved to have been
more than once the practice of any offender,
either male or female, from the prevalence
of vicious propenfities, our laws banifth them
to one of the iflands on the lake; where
labour for life is the lot of all, accompa-
nicd with wholefome inftruction. But, when
it appears, that the attractions of youth and
merit unworthily treated, improper oppor-
tunitics allowed by thofe whofe intereft and
duty it was to prevent them, warm paflions,
and ‘fincerity of love, have drawn a gentle
pair into this vortex; we lament the con-
{equences, which generally are the difruption |
of the firft union, and the lofs of one of the
parents to the children ; 'and, by all the means
In our power, we fofter the new engage-
ments, by way of encouraging them, by a
clofer affection to each other, to repair the
breach they have made in fociety, and to

. . b
avold themielves the errors of that man or
p
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woman, whofe firft neglect of his or her
duties led them to the fituation in which
they ftand.’

«« Here he paufed—my queftions were all
fully anfwered; I had no longer any fears.
My violent and enthufiaftic regard for Mica
whifpered me that fhe would always be mine,
if conftant attention, tender regard, and ever-
lafting love, could bind her.

< Full of thefe ideas, I ruthed impatiently
into her prefence, feized her hand, and con-
fuming her, as 1t were, with my ardent gaze,
renewed and repeated all my former pro-
feflions, acting and faying a thoufand extra-
vagant things. |

« The {cene was enchanting around us.
"Thedeepeft {hade of a venerable wood, on the
margin of an irregular winding ravin, at the
bottom of which the pureft wave tumbled over
rocks into fhallow tranfparent bafins ; brakes
of odoriferous fhrubs, and graceful plantains,
mixed with cotton, cocoa, and palm trees,
furrounded us on every fide. The darkeft
grove, the [weeteft melody, the {folemn hour
of evening, all contributed, with the pre-
{fence of one of the fineft proportioned wo-
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men on earth, to make me think this world:
a paradife. Butwhen Iwildly thought to prefs
a willing victim to my throbbing breaft, and
riot 1 detights—1I gazed, and found her cold
and drowned in tears. The {cene that fol<
lowed was too touching to be defcribed; it
foon checked all my impatience, and turned
it to a momentary confufion. She charged
me with poffefling only a brutal paffion for
ner; wept, and acknowledged. my influence;;
but complained bitterly of the ufe I was
about to make of 1t: ¢ Thisis only T fear,
(faid fhe), a {econd accefs of your feverifh
pailion ; when gratified, perhaps, Mica will
be forgotten!—Yes, Lycas, 1 feel I am to
be your’s ; but 1.had hoped you would alfo
firft promife to be mine; that you would
give me your honourable word, never to be
the lover of any other but me; that you
would break the pebble with me, and wear it
ever in your bofom ¥’

« Joy now fucceeded in its turn.—Her
delicate fimplicity charmed me. [ kifled her
feet; a lambent fire fpread through my
veins, and 1 made my vows juf} as foe dic-

tated them. 'The altar was the fowery mar-.
P 2
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gin of the fiream—we divided one of its

pebbles. By artful repetitions fhe poft-
poned the confummation till the moon rofe;

but, when her brilliant horns mercifully
dipped behind a flying cloud, then was it
that we reached the perihelium of thofe {oul-
delighting ecftafies that the warmelt fancy
could imagine or defire.

« It would De madnefs to attempt a def-
cription of the weeks that followed. The
tran{porting hours we enjoyed, were greatly
cnhanced by the imagined f{ecrecy of our
appointments; and, althcugh there 1s no
doubt that the good family in which we re-
fided, faw, and rejoiced at our union, they
had ail of them the generofity to-conceal
from us the difcovery; fo that it was not
till Mica was far advanced in the capacity of
making me a happy father, that {he was
prevailed on to fhew any open partiality for
me. In due time, the brought me that {on,
whofe portrait you there behold, traced by
this unfortunate hand. I took pofleffion of
her portion of territory ; 2abomy had a {mall
lot given him, and became our affiftant.
The next year (he gave me a daughter. 'The
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waters of the brook, which firlt witnefled:
our union, ran before our habitation; and to-
its ever flowing ftream we often compared:
our increafing affections.

“ To embellith the fpot became my de--
light, and one of their beft artifts taught-
me, for that purpefe, the rudiments of paint-
ing, and {culpture—foftered by the {miles.
of Mica, I foon became a proficient.. How
little did I then think, that, in a few fhort
years, 1t would be-my fole amufement in this.
folitary caftle of the kingdom of Sennaar ! -

“ My time now paffed-only too rapidly.
The. tender- offices of love, the ftudy of my.
new duties; - the practice of my new profef~
fion, which,. however, had nothing to do-
with any. reward but fame, fully employed
me ;. infomuch, that, in a very little time, I.
had' nearly forgotten-that 1 was by birth a.
European:. To be adopted by the fenate be-
came now the height of my ambition; and I
eagerly fought, by every a& of conformity
to the delightful cuftoms of Sophis, to render
myfelf worthy of their entire apprebation. -

““ Chilo and his father were among thofe

we faw moft frequently—thofc who are-

P
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happy, as we were, are little {olicitous of a
numerous acquaintance. Imnocence and the
gentle paffions, ever unobirufive, are content with
filent peace. When, witha calm {plendour, the
{fun was declining to the welt, we generally
faw one or other of thofe friends approach
our humble habitation, which was compofed
of no other materials than thick clay walls,
coloured, and covered with a deep project-
ing thatch. 'The rooms were lofty, though
few in number; the doors low, and {haded
with mats exquifitely wrought by the hands
of Mica: the floors embellifhed with the
fame ; the windows, which were .oblong
openings, had each, below them, a niche
~containing a mattrefs of yellow wool to
ﬂeep on, with a platform on the outfide, to
be ufed in hot weather ; mats rolled up
clofed the inner aperture, and the roof
fheltered the outer platform. In the rainy
- {eafon, our couches were removed to warm
alcoves conftructed in the mafs of the walls.
Atrached to the larger building was a little
cottage of two rooms, which {olely belonged
to Mica ; and, at the oppolite end, forming
a fort of wing, was another for our friend,
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Yuhomy : and our implements of agriculture,

carefully preferved, conftituted the principle
ornamentspf the hall.

« A well-fhaded and capacious ruftic
porch was the {cene where we always met ;
whole rude pillars were clafped with_ odo-
riferous climbers, and whofe pavement con-
fitted of a teflellated figure of fhells of all
colours. Here we fat, talking with chearful
{erioufnefs, while our children played before
us ; enjoying a wholefome and fimple re-
fection, and forming a tranquil group wor-
thy of the contemplation of the eternal
Energies, when they deign, 1n their compla-
cency, to furvey the orderly fcale of their
valt univerfe.

« One evening, when our converfation
turned naturally on the fubject of the children,
I entreated the old man, if not too fatiguing,
to teach me how I ought to condu&t the
education of my fon.

¢ My idea (he replied), of the education
which you ouglit to give your fon, i pre-
ference to all others, 1s this: That, attend-ing
carefully to inftru@ him in natural habits,
as well with regard to diet, as exercife, and
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and cloathing, you fhould burthen - his
memory as little as poflible ; vet fo continue,
in the way of amufement, as daily to add to
his ftock of information relative to the con-
firuction of the moft common of ufeful in-.
firuments, and conveniences ; particularly
fuch as are conftantly neceflary to his exift-
ence with decency and comfort. You fhould
alfo daily, yet not {o as to interfere, by any
means, with his healthful exercifes, teach him-
the rudiments of his own language, the art
ef numbers, and that of writing, which 1in-
cludes painting ; by all means taking efpe-
cial care, from the moment you perceive the
firft dawnings of reafon, to fugeeft to him,.
with energetic {olemnity, the real neceffity of
practifing truth and fincerity, even on the
moft trifling occafions; the rules of juftice
next ; and, as faft as he is able to comprehend
them, the generous principles of univerfal
benevolence, humanity, and conde{cenfion :
prudence alfo, or the reftraining art, muft
be inculcated betimes. |

‘ When, under this gentle difcipline, you
find the bedy well grown, and the health
permanently eftablifhed, accompanied with
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habits of regularity, and the love of order -
grafred and firiking into the vigorous
ftock ; then, when the defire of informa~
tion ftrengthens, vou muft feed the mind
lefs {paringly with inftruétion- in moft of
the uleful arts. The mature of the earth in
all its parts muft then be inveftigated ; but
the leading feature of all infiruction thould,
I think, decidedly, be, its tendency to con-
firm him in the valuable opinion, that Ais
attve [pat ought to be the feat of all bis ufeful
alfions, while be lives, and that be fhould re-
feély at the outfet, every kind of kfzowZedgf,

whicih does not promife 1o be nfeful to bis exifi-
ence there.

‘ His firft object muft be, to learn to live
on.little, to acquire that little by his own:
induftry, and with as {mall a quantity of la-
bour as poffible ; for you are bound to teach
him, that bealth, frength, probity, and liberty,
are the bandmaids of peace, and the land marks
of happinefs and longevily. -

“ After a fhort paufe, which no one in
terrupted, for the filver tone of his inftruc. -
tion vibrated, in a grateful cadence, on our
ears, he continued— |

{
F
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* A peripatetic tour-of our ifland will of
courfe follow: the chief object of which
will be his improvement in the theory of:
agriculture, in all its ramifications, together
with an intimate knowledge of the virtues
of our healing plants. Mcderate exercife
will preferve his health; moderate wealth
infure his temperance; and limited know-
ledge fecure him from the affaults of vanity :
thus will he learn to economife the moft
valuable part of what nature has beftowed
on him, bis time, bis talents, and bis life.’

 Finding he had done {peaking for the
prefent, and that he did not touch on the
fubject of religion, a fubjet I was mylelt
but 1l acquainted with, even in my own
country, and had almoft loft fight of during
my travels, I eagerly requefted him to give
me his opinion on that head; explaining to
him, firft, as well as I was able, my ideas
of the creative power, its purity, &c. and
was not a little {urprifed to hear him ex-
prefs himfelf as follows:

“ When our anceftor, accompanied by
his numerous family, came firft into this
ifland, having defcended from the fprings of
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a river called the Indus, on the other fide
the world; after pafling a great water, {uf-
fering inconceivable hardihips, lofing many
of his people in crofling large {paces of fand,
others by the jaws of wild animals u;hen
he came at laft to the borders of this lake
of Zambre (which {o happily encircles our
iflands), and found himfelf free from the -
perfecations of mankind, in a {olitude where
nothing was wanting towards the {uftenance
of life, he then began to put in practice
the folid reflections of his penetrating mind.

¢ For {peaking with manly freedom on
the {ubject—his own countrymen had ba-
nithed him. To difcover a fpot, where he
might eftablifh his unprejudiced fyftem, had
been the object of frequent emigrations; for
he had long perceived that it could flous
rith, free from interruption, only in a perfect
{olitude. At the {prings, on the borders ot
the lake, where you firft difcovered a monu-
ment of his opinions, did he at lelfure form
our religious code; and that colofial youth-
ful figure, with the infant deep planted in.its
bofom, the work of his own hands, was the
emblematic idea of his belief. ~By that
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flatue he meant to reprefent Love the uni-
verial caufe of all; by the little figure {o
carefully lodged in his breaft, its provi-
dential care of the creation; and the old
man embracing it was meant for him{elf.

«« On a tablet near i1t, he infcribed the
final refult of his enquiries, and we have
never ceen able to extend them,

« Befcre time had obliterated them, they
were as follows:

 The canfe of ol ihings is 1hat which always
is: aud o mevial bas bitherto difcovered what
i1 15,

« Al things being, for o peried, preferved by
, e Iheice conclide that 1t loves all.

 To bodies originated, 1t has united life, in-
Jitndl, and limited mind.

<« Life confers the powwer of aclion ; infliné
osalongs and propagates life; mind governs,
comprebeadiiiz whatever 15 neceflary for con-
dnii. |

«« Experience, and the vefull of mental re-
flelion, difcsver if to be Love which preferves
us, aiid 15 given us io jreferve ourfelves.

“ Here, therefore, we mufl panfe—filently
reverence the vofl sinpenelvable firfl caufe, and

¢
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practife love o ourfelves, 1o each oiber, and to

all things, tn obedience 1o the manifeft will of
that which made all.”’ '

¢ When, however, he difcovered this.
“ifland, at that time totally uninhabited, and
fome fmaller ones nearly -adjoining, he -
{peedily conducted his followers hither, mak-.
ing them folemnly promife, never, but in
cafes of extreme neceffity, to conftru&t any
veflel for navigation, or to deftroy any thing
that had life. The few beafts of prey which
we found here were carefully driven from
the foil, and a guard placed at the only part
which, during a fhort period, is acceflible,
to prevent their return. ‘The.fheep, with |
their fine yellow fleece, which he had con-
ducted from the.country called Upper Indus,
were carefully propagated; and they now
form a confiderable part of that™ wealth,
which, almoft without labour, clothes and
{ubfifts us: for while, in a climate {o friendly
to man as this, the {weet cane, the vine;
and trees, bearing food, abound, what have
we to wifh, or to fear, while our manners
are virtuous and fimple

« Nothing (faid I, enthufiaflically, taking -
Q. ..
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both him and Mica by the hand), but that
our numbers fhould encreafe beyond the
ability of the ifland to fuftain them.”

¢ That (faid he), at prefent gives us no
uncafinefs in perfpective; for experience
fhews us, that great numbers may fubfift on
a fmall {pot, by means of careful culti-
vation; and we do not {ee that the laws of
nature permit -elther our animals, or birds,
or even the fith of our lake to multiply be.
yond what 1s fitting.’

«« Becaufe (I replied), befide what are di-
minifhed by natural decay and accidents, I
fuppofe they deftroy each other;” ¢ not thofe
of the fame fpecies (faid he), as I have heard
you fay men do in other countries; and,
fince we are upon this difagreeable fubje&,
tell us, is 1t really true, that there are whole:
nations of men who are continually at va-
riance with the good Principle, and who
take a delight in each others deftru&ion ¥

« It 1s not only true (1 replied), but there
are many beings who devote their whole
lives to the practice of thole arts which tend
to this end; who glory in their bloody call-
ing; and, withouit any bodily infirmities,
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are-content to earn their daily bread by in-
difcriminately turning their. arms againft:
whatever part of mankind have unfortu-
nately offended their inhuman employers..
~ « And now, in return (faid I), for your:
communication to me, if agreeable to you:
all, 1 will, as nearly as I can, deferibe the.
mature of this fe&, fuch as I have found
them in Zurky, and what I take to have
been their origin; fince 1t will not a little
tend to confirm you in your mild ‘cuftoms,
and happy refolution to keep apart. from
the reft of your fellow-creatures.

“ It is my idea, that men firft took up-
arms to defend themielves from others, who,
preferring a life of violence to a life of in
duftry, attacked their folds and fields. |

“« Victory probably made them infolent,
and induced fome of them to continue the-
hazardous employment; ftattered by the
praifes of the wealthy, who now paid thofe
for their protettion, that might otherwd'e*
become powerful enemies. -

“ And here, perhaps, began a military |
life, the moft unnatural of any; whofe chief
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