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¢¢ A paflionate Man, upon the review of his day, will have
¢ very fcw gratifications to offer to his Pride, when he has
¢t confidered how his outrages were cauled, why they were
¢ born, and in what they are likely toend at laft,”

Rambler, v. 1. p. 60.
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ADVERTISEMENT.

1 T may be thought, by many readers, that the

Author sf this concife Epiflle, has been too [par-
ing of lhe inferences which might be drawn from ﬁ?
dangerous an affufm‘fcm as az‘fqﬁaﬂfﬂz’ ity obut the
Jalt isy he chofe to be fao, that the alfs alone, might
‘/})fa.% ft??‘ I'Z?E??{/:ﬁ’Z‘Ué’F [o tbz'?zéfng minds.

His motive, after [elf defence, is purely” focial ;
having been an eye witnefs of the horrors produced
by fimilar beginnings in France, at the commence-
ment of their Revolution, he feels, that fuch a pro-
penfity ts defflignole particular perfons, cannot be too
carly repreffed ; mare particularly, when it [prings
[from malicious mofives, and is attempted to be ufed
as an engine of power, and that at a time Like this,
when we bave :?f.{‘(f/;ﬁ.?z far the TRUE SPIRIT OF
SAVING UNION ; when thefe, whafe information,
or [agacity, warned them early of the danger of 1his
unfortunate war, fhould prove their title to parts
and feeling, by cordially forgetting all political ani-
mafities ; and thafe who bave all glong differed fzom

fhem
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them i opinion, [bould, reflecting that there can be
but one mind where the [afely of the Couniry is at
flake, fubmit ts evenls, and as cordially co-sperate
wilh thofe, whem pernaps they have thought tos
harfbly of, fincerely uniting for the general good.—
When a weffel ‘1s drove among breakers, by the
errors of the pilot, ar the accidents of fate, it would
be madrefs n 1ne crew nst to be all of one mind is
right and feve her, BY A PULL ALL TOGETHER.
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AS your unjuft and unprincipled attack
on me, was made f{uddenly and pub-
lickly, a {enie of what 1s due to mjr ownl

charatter demands that my reply fhould be
diftated in the fame manner ; neither does it

lefs concern many other perfons, than my-
{elf ; for if there exifts a being in this neigh-
bourhood, capable of making ufe of the

lowelt of political engines, in an attempt to
overawe thole whom his confequencc cannot

A3 reach
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reach in any other manner; it becomes a

duty to the public, early to unmaik {o ne-
farious a cifpofition.

It feems, Sir, that fome trifling aés of
Charity, to two extremely poor individuals,
with large familicsy, who, by I know not
what att of theirs, had incurred your high
and mighty dilpleafure, (foer of thole poor
people I know nothing, but that they are
poor and milerable);—it feems, Sir, that this
is, in your New Code, a crime which none,
with impumty, fthall dare to commt.
You therefore, without deeming any preface
" neceflary, charged me; on Saturday laft, in
the Coffee-Room, at Windfor, with Three
curious Offences.—Firfl. Having abbetted one
\T(}RTH in {ettling on the wafte, who, with
a w 1fe and eight children, was obliged to
quit his Cottage, during the coldeft Froft of
this W infer; when the Snow lay deep on the
_Ground; and took. thelter in a Hut, raifed
in one night, of about thirteen feet by {even,
with no other covering’but open Pantiles—

no other Bed than Straw—no other Floar
than the bare Sod!

o

THUS
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Tuus fituated, vou do not deny that you
attempted, with your own hands, to throw
his houfe down; and I know that you was
not contented with that, and loading thefe
poor creatures with abule, but that you came
another time, tore up two I‘ruit Trees which
the Man had planted, but not enclofed ; and,
inficad of putting your hand tc that store,
which, perhaps if you had exanined your
own heart, you lefs delerve than {ome of
thefe humble objetis; finding only the wife
at home, you renewca your e€xecrations
againft the facred head of Poverty, and
told her fhe wasa Fool, an Idiot, and only
fit for the Work-houle; with other ex-
preflions of wild rage, not worth while to
cnumerate,

Now my conduét, I confefs, was the re-
verfe ; having with difhculty reached their
Cottage, through the Snow, though only a
quarter of a mile {rom my houfe, induced
by a report, which I could fcarcely credit,
that {uch a family exifted fo near me;—I
entered, and found them, on Chriltmas Day,
in a Hut that could Icarcely contain their

bodies,
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bodies, fitting round a difh of Potatoes on
the Ground, chiefly warmed by the {moke
that {urrounded them ; the Woman with a
child at her breail ; and their bed, for they
had but one for all, a fcanty Bag of Straw.

Arter adding {fome Beer to thetr humble

meal, which I cannot think amounts to an
at of Charity, for who could have gone home
ai {uch a {eafon with any appetite to his own
dinner, and not havec dilcharged {uch a
duty ? I promifed them {ome coals, gave
them fome money, a few tiles, a log to fit
on, and ended with blaming them for having
fixed therc without giving fome notice to
the inbhabitants, recommending {obriety and
cood behaviour, and advifing them, when
convenient, to remove to fome {pot which
would be lefs obnoxious to a very worthy
Lady, wholec garden they were rather too
near to, to be agreeable; Dbut after what
they related, and which I knew to be true,
of the conduct of Mr. GrirriTHS, Whole
houle is fituated near a mile below them, and
quitc out of hght, 1 certamly did advife
them not to be removed at his {fole mandate,

Lo
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to a damp fpot in the neighbourhood, which

he had propoled, without confulting any
of us.

Tuus, Sir, 1 have cleared mylelf of your
firt and principal Charge of Cherity; and.
I own I cannot but be furprifed, that on
afcending from the damp clays which your
pondrous Manfion lo remarkably onpreffes,
to the finer air of our delightful Hill, you
were not infpired with purer {entiments.

You fay they are bad charallers; I am
not undertaking their defence; but this I
muft fay, (except from your lips) I have
heard nothing to their prejudice; but are
their helplels children {o?

Tue {econd C}m?*ga was, that T had fet
on foot a fubleription for a poor Mole-
Catcher, who had been burned out of his
Cottage ; by means of which, you faid,
“ that inftead of the Panfh getting rid of a
¢ Poacher, he had got a new houle, and can-
““ not now be removed.”

To
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"To this again I plead, Not Guilty of Cha-
7ity, for 1 certainly did not begin the fub-
{cription, but a very humane neighbour,
Mr. JornwstoNE; I gave my half-guinea,
with others, notwithftanding the ‘man had
behaved i1l to me, becaufe he had an in-
dufirious wife, wiuth nine Children. The
calamity ot Fire, demands from the hardeft
heart, at leait the {emblance of humanity ;
an affliction that the proudelt [eats are
equally deftined to fhare with the humbleft
cottage, as the adjoining county not long
fince with tendernefs beheld, when the noble
Palace of Crirpen fell; the which having
fo recently happened, fhould, I think, at
Jeaft have taught you to relpett the inten-
tiztons of your neighbours; and have re-
ftrained you from cenfuring that al, as you
did in the Coffee-Room, as the att of mere
Fools : 1f this 1ndeed be folly, may I never

partake of Mr, GrirriTus’s wifdom !

Tiue Third T think was, that I had {uf-

fered another poor family to {ettle on the
wafle, ncar my grounds; and * that I {hould

“ {con get a neighbourhood of them about
14 me:



[ 13 ]

“ me, butthat you would MARK mx, I might
“ depend on it, to Government, for thusencou-

“ raging the poor to be infolent, and as a
““ proMOTEROF DEMOCRACY 4 yes; 1 hould

“¢ fee the danger of offending you, I fhould be
“ marked, I fhould fee pou were deter-
¢ mined!”

Truus then finding you are no longer of
any confequence at Veftries, which you have
long difturbed, I hear, by your overbearing

O
fpirit, you have adopted a new Syftem of

Terror to enable vou to procure an afcend-
ancy in the Parifh, to which you are neither
cntitled by talent, or temper; and to the
pollible fears of your perfonal prowefs, is to

be united the juft apprehenfions of your
profefled malignity.

S1r, I neither know, nor ever before heard
of a gentleman, whofe luft of parochial influ_
ence was attempted to be gained by fuch bafe
means; a gentleman, Sir, never attempts to
dragoon his independant Neighbours, out of
their jult privileges of {upporting whom
they pleafe, and if I Aad abetted the Man in

coming
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coming to fettle, at near a Mile from-your
houfe, (which it.is well known I did not; as
I never faw him till he was {ettled there, and
then {aw it withanxiety; not on your account
but that of my moft refpetable neighbour)
yet ftill my privilege to dofo was indifputable,
and with equal propriety might you threaten
the Lord of the Manor with inpeachment for
not removing him at your bidding.

TuEe fatt1s, T believe, that neither you,
nor I have any power to diflodge him after
inhabiting, and I feel at a lofs, which to ad-
mire moft in this tranfaflion, your bad Ad-
drefs, your new Syftem of Terror, or your

Tyrannical defires.

Since when has Mr. GrRirriTus been pa-
tented to diftate to me what conduct I ihall
puriue? Since when have I madehima judge
of my political opinions ?—To my {ociety
he has never been invited, nor ever will be;
I have always known how to refpeét bim as
my equal, but never acknowledged him as
a Superior:—what his wealth may be, has
not been even a {ubjett of my enquiry, 1

know
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know I am wealthy enough to be quite in-
dependant of all mankind, and richer no wife
Man would defire to be: That independ-
ance, and the employment in private life of
my humble talents, not T hope unulfeiully,
confiitutes my real riches; and it will never
be in the power of any man to bully me out
of that peace, which they fo cordially beftow,

far indeed in my confined eftimation beyond
all the treafures of the Eaft.

BuT although I'will not detail my political
creed to oblige a rude intruder, yet, for the
{ake of thathonpeft reputation, which [ fhould
be {orry to forfeit among my neighbours, I
will take this opportunity of declaring that
my fentiments are as near asany man’s, thofe
of that exalted Stateiman, Mr. Fox: I love,
revere, and will ever- to the utmoft of my

poor powers fupport the Conflitution, but I.
muft forever deplore the caufe and conduét

of this, in my opinion (and I have had {fome
opportunities of forming it)unneceflary War.

Ir to lament, unufeful bloodfhed, to figh
for peace, and the returning profperity of this

glorious
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glorious Ifland; if inmy writingstohave had 1o
other view than to benefit my Country; if to
wifh to fee the fate of the poor man ameliora-
ted by the Laws ;— if thefe traits charatlerife
a Democrat, 1 am bound to bear the charge,
but I muft fay, I think you have taken a
very unhappy moment to blame fuch a dif~
pofition as tends to conciiiate our poor and
virtuous brethren, when every day and cvery
hour we may have occafion to call upoﬁ
them for their fervices, to protett from a
vindiflive foe, that Property and Credit, on
which we all depend.

Thus, Sir, I think I have gently repelled
your calumny, a tafk which the clofe retire-
ment 1n which I live, demanded, forif I had
been filent under your public and revengeful
imputation, I fhould have armed you againit
mylelf; and as 1 rarely quit my beloved and
quiet abode, where 1 learn what 1s palhing
chiefly by the Prefs, you might eafily, in
Times like thefe, while I was cultivating my
little Garden, have, by your threatened de-
nunciations ;made me to be looked upon, as
a2 Man that was difturbing the Spirit of the

Count}f.
I am
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i am not a young Man, and this is now
the firft time I have had occafionto take this
method, to do myfelf juftice, which, by vour
refufal to anfwer my demand of it, made
ever fince the day alter your attack, I fee
you are inclined to deny me ; I am therefore
juftified, for, if the part you alt, be, by
infolence to drive men to defperate remedies
on every trifling occafion, or to fubmit their

juft rights to your ablolute controul, 1t
would, if fuccefsful, put it in the power of

any man, to difturb the peace of private fa-
milies, at a very {mall rifk, and to lay in ruins

the independant privileges of every fober
Member of Society.

I am,
Sir,

Yourmoit humble Servant,
Bif:apsgate,
Wednefday soth Feb, 1797,

G. CUMBERLAND.

N. B. The Hutt in queftion 1s a miferable
ingle room, which Nortn, a Bricklayer,
took fhelter in fome time, I know not when

B this
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this winter, at the end of the row of houfes
at BisHoprsGATE, and on the oppofite fide of
the road from the very extremtiy of Mr.
GRIFFHITHS’S ground.---There, the curious
in encroachments, may find them {iill, with-
out any enclofure, and with a roof. lower
than the Park pailing, expofed to the coldeft
Eaftern blafts; a {ight, which, when {een,
will call forth very different {entiments from
rage, as it has already, in the bofoms of {ome
kinder beings than their diftant neighbour,
but whom I will not name, lefl they thould
hikewife fall under Mr. GrirriTHs’s cenfure
of Democracy.
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COPY of a LETTER, fent in an envel-

- lope,.on SUNDAY Morning, the 17th,
the day after the malignant Threat had
been held out in the WHLTE Har ¢ Coffee
Room, and to which no anfwer whatever
was returned.

To HENRY GRIFFITHS, Efg.

BEAUMONT LODGE.

“ 51 R,

¢ I Can have no doubt, that on mature

refle@tion, on the unprecedented, and
 unjuft attack, which you made on me
“ Yefterday, that you are Inclined, as a
Gentleman, to make a {uitable apology ;
and 1f any of the {evere retorts which

* your manner drew from me, ihall be
“ judged

44

11

44
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¢ Judaed by ‘thofe who heard them, to° de—

< mand the like, I am ready t6 ba gmded

% by their decifion. ‘When you hdve dorie

€ me _]u{hce, on my part all will be buned ~
“ jn-oblivion, < % e Trertoe s et
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« Your moﬁ obedient

& humble Servant

" % G. CUMBERLAND.” -
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