AN OLD BANEK.
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Last evening Mr. F. G. Hilton Price, F. &. S.,
yead at a meeting of the London and Middlesex
Archmeological Societv s paper on the history of
Teraple Bar and of the banking-house of Messrs,
Child. As an inatance of the proverb that “ it is an
ill wind that blows no ono sowme good,” Mr. Price
stated that the threatened downfail of Templo Bar
last Summer led to searches being made among the
archives of Messrs. Child, who for years have been
tonants of the double chamber over the Bar, where
they have stowed away their ledgers and journals
for two centuries. On their removal into the house,
these archives wero carofully searched, and mate-
rals were found towards a tolerably complete
history of Messrs. Child, whose house is
“universally acknowledged to be the first
banking-liouse in succession to  the gold-
smith's trade out of which it spraung.” It is
pencrally said, but the fact rests only on tradition,
that Oliver Cromwell kept here his cash accounts;
but it is certain that Nell Gwynne did so, and the
ledgers of the firm show the account of her execu-
tors, and also those of King William I1L and of
Queen MMary, his consort. Tae original sign of the
house was * The Marygold,” which may still be seen
1n the walersmark of all the checks drawn on Child

& Co. 'The orignal sign, too, though no longer set
up outside in ths street, is preserved in the  shop,”
as it is still called. It is of oak, the ground stained
green, with a gilt border, a marigold, and a son ;
and below is the motto, ** Ainst mon dme.”
Many of tho cuostomers of the bank, toward
the end cf the seventeenth century, used to addresa
their letters to * Mr. Alderman Child and . Partner,
Goldswiths, at the Marygold, next door to Tomple
Barr? ; and checks with the same address are ex-
tant, dated as early as 1694. Agamn, in 1732, when
the second Sir Francis Child was Lord Mayor, the
Eart of Oxford addressed bis checks and orders on
the firm to * The Worshipful, the Lord Mayor and
Compauvy at Temple Bar.” The sign of the Mary-
geld, alded Mr. Price, appears to nave arisen out of
‘@ tavern or public ordinary, which is known to have

existed on the site as early as the reign of James L., |
and in 1619 its keeper, one Crompton, was pre-
sented” LY his npeighbors on account of
tho disorderly character of his tavern. It
was in 16S1 that ¥rancis Child took & 1lease

of the premiscs from St. Dunstan’s Parish, -
agreeing to lay out £800 in building;
and it appears tbat in course of time . both the
“Quear Loaf and Green Lettice,” and also the |
“Devil Tavern,” with which Ben Jonson's name is .
associated, were absorbed into the banking.-houss,
and the adjoining houses in Child's place. The kitoch- |
en in the rear of §the present bank, and the commodi-

ous celiars'below it, in Mr. Price’s opinion, belonged
not to the * Devil ” but to the **Sugar Loaf and Let-
tice.” The Devil's Tavern was pulled down in 1787,
and no doubt originally it had for its si% *+ St. Dun-
stan pulling thefDevil by the Nose.” The original |
rules of the *“Apollo® Club which met her are
atill in the Tpossession of Messrs. Child.
Mr. Price next proceeded to illustrate the
family connections of the Dbank, including
the Blanchards, Wheelera,Childs, Rogers, Jacksons,
Tyringhams, Backwells, &c.; butthese details would

scarcely interest the public. He noted as worthy of
remark, and as showing how the banker grew out of

tha goldamith, the fact that the front ofiice at
Moessis. Child's is still oalled the *shop,” and the
back officc, where tho ledgers ars now kept, the
i counting-house.” He next noticed N ell Gwynne’s
arcount, and the fact of her dving in 1687 with ber
banking account overdrawn—a debt which her exec-
utors agreed to pay off with the very moderate in-
terest of five per cent. One of her executors was
Laurence Hyde, Earl of Rochester. Then he con-
nected the bank with Sarah, Duchess of Marlbor-
ough, by the tollowing anecdote: * It is recorded
that in the year 1689 the stability of Child's Bank
becama preearious in cousequence of a rumor being
prevalent that a * run’ was about to be made uwpon
36, This coming to the knowledge of the Duchess,
Yen Lady Churchill, she set to work and collected
amony her friends as much gold as she was able,
which she brouchtdown to the bank in her coach on
the very mormpg of the intended rnn, and so enabled 4
the firm to meet all demands upon them.” He
also traced the use of pass-books as far back as the
reizn of Queen Anne, previous to which a *‘customer
was wont to call occasionally at the bank and check
bis sccount in the ledger in the preseuce of one of
the partners. The customer haviniagreed that his
account was correct, would sign his name on the
folio of tbe ledger, adding, ‘I allow this account;
and very trequent'y the partners signed it as well.”
'Phe first pess-book appears to have beed issued to
Lady Carterct, in compliance with arequest convoyed
in a letter, so that possibly we may owe to a
Jady this improvement on such priwitive banking as
that above described. In thoso carly days ot bank-
fn:r. added Mr. Price, Lendon bavkers izsued their
own nowes; there hava hitherto been stored away
above Tempio Dar whole files of such bank-notes ot
Aessrs. Child, all of which bear the Bar itself, and
not the Marveold, as & vignette. Mr. F. Child, it
aspears, in 1729 davisad a new form of prounssvry
notes, with a picture of Temple Bar in the left-hand
comner; but they were discontinued before the end
of the last century. Awmong the best known and
most  illustrious  personages who bhave kept
their banking account at Child's during the past
two centuries are tho names, besides thuse already
mentioned, of Sir Robert Vyner, Samuael Pepys,
O rood. of Littleton, the Earl of Casile:
maine, Ladv Anpe Palmer, Jord Leigh, Lord
Grandison. Sir John Mordaunt, Rowland Winn, Sir
 Alan Brodrick, Sir Walter Vane, the Earl of Carlisle,
the Dukes of Devonsghire, Bedford, and B:idge-
water, Sir Thémas Osborne, afterward Duke of
Leads, Sir Charles Duncombe, Sir Thomas Skip-
wi:1y, the Duue ol Bolton, the Palmers of Dorney,
Bishop Stillingflcet. Horace Walpole, tho poet Dry-
dzn, John Duke of Marc'borough, Lord Keeper

North. Prince Georgze of Denmark, and the Earls of
Dorset apd Middiesex. It s generally thought that

Churles I1., his Queen, and the Quaeen Mother (Hen-
rietta Maria,) the Duke ot York, Prince Rupert, &c.

kept their cash accounts with Messrs. Chiid ; bnt
this, as Mr. Price ahowed, was a mistake, for
they really bunked swith a Alr. Alderman Backwell,
whose baok and its books and many of their ons-
tomers pussed tv Measrs. Child. It inay be added

thav Messrs. Backwell's ledgers and other books

are still to be seen at Temple Bar.  The walls of the
room in which the meeting was held were decorated
with some water-color sketches and rare priuts of
Temple Bar. the *Devil” Tavern, St Clement's

Daues Church, &c., lent by Mr. J. E. Gardaer ; and
2fr. Waller, ot Ileet street, exhibited a curious doc-
wwent on vellum, being an inventory of Now Year's
gilts to and from Queen Elizabeih aud her courtlers
at Hampton Court, in the first year of her reigm, aa-
ibcniicated by per owa royal sign manual.
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