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This pamphlet ‘Steam communication with India. [A 
view of the present state of the question, ]’ was 
written some time before 1837 by Captain Robert 
.Melville Grindlay [left], who was then agent for the 
Steam Committees of Calcutta and Madras, and 
published in London.   
 
This pamphlet appears on the Man family web site 
as a result of Edward Garnet Man’s marriage to 
Katherine Jane Matthews, whose father, James, was 
a partner of Grindlay’s in the bank that bore the 
latter’s name. 
 
It would appear that two further editions of this 
pamphlet were brought out.  These ran for 99 pages, 
thus a much larger work than this 8 page one  
 

All three items bear the same title although each has been variously catalogued and can 
also be found as : ‘A view of the present state of the question as to steam communication 
with India.  
 
The latter two editions were published in London by Smith, Elder & Co.  The work is 
very rare and the record here of the first edition helps to preserve it.  The contents 
however hold little interest except perhaps for those curious about the history of British 
India.  The copy below was copied from one found at the New York Public Library. . 
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