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In 1774 at the age of twenty-seven, Henry 
Man published a series of articles under 
the title ‘Cursory Thoughts on Learning’ 
in The London Morning Chronicle and 
Advertiser. The series began on June 25 
1774 and was continued on: July 2, July 
9, July 14, July 19, July 25, August 2, 
August 6, August 13, August 20, August 
27, Sept 3, Sept 10 and ended on 
September 24 of that year. Of these 
fourteen articles all but six were of 
included by the editors in the 
posthumously published Miscellaneous 

Works in Verse and Prose of the late Henry Man (1803). The 
six articles not found by the editors were: July 14 and 25, 
August 2 and 27, and September 10 and 24. All the articles 
appeared on the first page of each issue of the Chronicle 
except for August 20 which appeared on the second page and 
hence lacks the newspapers masthead running along the top 
of the page.  
 
In the introduction the ‘Miscellaneous Work the editors 
wrote: 
 
In 1774 he wrote some ‘cursory’ thoughts on learning in a 
series of letters which were published in Mr. Woodhall’s 
Morning Chronicle for that year; such of these as we have 
been able to procure will be inserted in the present 
volumes, but the far greater part have hither to from the 
distance of time eluded our search. These letters he 
intended to form a general plan of education on his own 
principles; but as we are not possessed of the whole 
series; we cannot say how far he carried it, or whether, 
like most other plans of this kind, it was not too 
visionary to be put in execution.  Indeed, the author 
himself was not, we believe, very sanguine of its success, 
at least if we may be permitted to judge from a 
circumstance we well remember to have occurred at the time. 
A gentleman, from reading these Essays; which perfectly 
coincided with his own notions on the subject, endeavoured 
to prevail on the author to undertake the education of his 
son on the principles there laid down. Flattering as this 



proposal was to a young man, as coming, unsolicited from a 
perfect stranger; yet, either persuaded of his own 
inability to perform the task, or, weighing seriously the 
difficulties that must attend it, he declined the offer, 
though enforced by every allurement of honor or profit, 
which might naturally bias the mind of a young man, who was 
not altogether insensible to praise, though at that time 
perfectly so to the value of pecuniary gratifications. 
 
At an early age he was placed under the tuition of the Re. 
John Lamb of Croydon [which today is known as the Whitgift 
School]. Here his native genius, assisted by a retentive 
memory, soon raised him to the head of the upper class. His 
understanding was strong and vigorous, his conception 
quick, and the facility with which he accomplished whatever 
task was set him gave him a decided superiority over all 
his school fellows. At the age of fourteen he had acquired 
a general knowledge of the Latin and French languages, and 
would no doubt have succeeded with the other branches of a 
classical education, as are usually taught in seminaries, 
had not the severity of the master, for which the vivacity 
of the pupil was by no means adapted, forced him to quit 
the school at an earlier period than he would otherwise 
would have done, and with a rooted disgust for all literary 
acquirements beyond the English language, which he ever 
after insisted was sufficient for all purposes; whether 
commercial, professional or clerical, the more so, as we 
might at times refer for whatever is worthy notice in 
ancient authors to the excellent translations in our own 
language, with which this country at present abounds. 
 

  
 
 
It might not just have been Henry’s clash with authority as 
a schoolboy that led to his early school leaving. Certain 
evidence would suggest that his father, John Man (1718-
783), suffered severe business losses and was forced to 
leave the family and take up residence in Cardiff. It is 
probable that Henry was taken from school and articled as a 
clerk at the South Sea House, where his aunt’s husband 
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George Cumberland was the Chief Examiner, in order to bring 
in some income to the family.   
 
The Morning Chronicle and London Advertiser began 
publication on 28 June 1769. It was printed by William 
Woodfall, who was renowned for his ability to report 
parliamentary debates from memory. He used this skill to 
establish the newspaper as a leading London daily. In later 
years, however, he was unable to counter the challenge of 
James Perry's superior parliamentary reporting in the 
Gazetteer and New Daily Advertiser.  Perry bought the 
failing Morning Chronicle and London Advertiser in 1790, 
after Woodfall had left, and relaunched it under the 
shorter title Morning Chronicle which continued publication 
until 1896.  
 
It is interesting to note that Henry Man used the anonym 
HOMO - appropriate enough given Henry’s family name. 
Further searches of the Morning Chronicle will be made. 
Some initial searches of early British journals have 
revealed a number of articles by Henry using the anonym 
HOMO. These appear at the very end of the Cursory Thoughts 
series after P. 39 in this document.  
 
 
David Man 
New York City 
March 1 2008 
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