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- AND BRAZIL AND

SLAVERY IN BRAZIL.
A correspondent with reference to the proximate extinction of
slave M’Bm Brazil has addresced the (pllowing comimunication

to the Ceylon * Observer ” :—

The retnrns given, although relating to only of the the pro-
vinces of the Empire, give us a pretty fairidea of the working of
the en-apcipaticn fupd for the whole twenty provinces into
whijch Brazil ir divided. Your readers, hbowever, as coffer planters,
are more interested in knowing how the labour market of the
three great ¢ ffee-producipg provinces can be aflected by it. A
decreare—i1r the labour fupply of these would very sensibly
diminish the ¢ xports of coffes from Rio de Jeneiro and Santos.

I mentioned that, for the last eight years, there hud been a
general migration of the slave population from the northern to
the three coffee producing provinces, Rio de Janeiro, Sao Paulo
and Minas Geraes, and that this movement correrponded with
the gradusl «xtrnrion of new coffee fields and the incresse of
the shipments of coffee. An agitation was started against this
interprovineial flave trade, and, strange to fay, was cartird cn
principally by the class who bad benefited by it—the Sao Paulo
planters. In 1879, a law was passed by the provincial assemblv
at Sao Paulo, inposing a tax of 1,000,000 reis (£100) on each
slave entering the province of Sac Paulo fromd’ another provinee.
This law was vetoed by the government as unconstitutional, In
1880, the provincial assembly ot Rio de Janeiro, when passing
the supply bill, inc'uded in it a tax of 1,500 milreies (£150) on
each slave being registered, comning from anotber province, and
this part of the bill passed almost ununoticed, and becamelaw on
1st Janvary, 1881. The province of Sao Paulo jmn.ediately
followed with a law, imposing a tax of 2,000 milreis (£200,) to
come in force in Feburary, and Minas Geraes with one for the
same amount to come in force also in February, 1881, These
taxes were to be paid on registration of slaves coming from one
provinee to another, excepting only three to accompany each
family and exempting those that came by inheritance and
through judicial execution,

The law of 1881 ragulated the machinery for collecting a tax
on the transfer of slave property, and, as sales tovk place, an
entry was made in the collector’s book. These new provinecial
laws were prohibitory,inasmuch as the tax was much more than
the value of the property, the value of a field hand being about
£200. The collector is liable to a fine of 3,000 milreis (£300)
for each slave neglected to be so registered, and the owner to a
fine of 1,000 milreis (£100) if he escaped the time allowed for
registration, namely, thirty days. :

It is difficult to conceive the motive which prompted tlie intro-
duction of these laws, for the planters of these provinces were
loud in their ontery about the scarcity of labourers, and they were
the prcople who benefited most by the entry of slaves from the
northern provingee, [t ee=ms uncharitable to suppose that tle
real object the lawmakers had in view was the extension of the
time when slavery should be extinet. There is strong cirenm.
stancial evidence to show that it was so.

T am unwilling to inflict on your readers a prosy review of the |

events which agitated the public mind previous to the passing
of thfeee provisicial artz, but they will‘have a better idea of this
Brazilian slavery question if I do so.  You will rewember that
congress of agricultiirists, called togethisr “by the government,
wasg held in Rio de Janeirain Jily, 1878, This congiess wus to
.consider the various questions that were“depressin,g agricuiture
and the principle ontcome of thisgreat gathering was the decision
of the governuient to-send :an ewbassy to:China to negotiate a
treaty of*comm L n of thecelestial govern-
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himeelf a elave,” This letter, as might be expected, caused a

_great comn otion throughout the Empire, .

True to his word, Nebuoo commenced his campaign in August
1880 by a forcible speech in the Chamber of Deputies when the
voting of supplies for the department of agriculture came on for
consideration, He denounoced the sale of slaves at the request
of their masters, and other oruelties, A fortnight afterwards he
brought forward bis bill for emaneipation in 1800. The Chamber
fixed the 27th .of Angust for the discussion of it, two of the
ministers votigg in the majority granting leave, The minority,
however, pressed the prime minister; so that next day he
announced that, if tHe disoussion of such a measure wers foroed
on, the ministry would resign. The Chamber thus bearded by
the minister, and baving fixed the 27th for the diacussion by its
vote on the 24th. did not hold sessions on 26th, 27th, snd 28th
August., On the 80th Nabuco again asked leave, but the Chamber
this time rejected the motion for the introduction of the bill by
77 to 18. The prime minister on being pressed for hia reasons
for making a cabinet question of the introduction of the bill,
declared that the Emperor and the government had made up
their minds that slavery was to remain as it was fixed in 1871

Congratulations came pouring in from all parts of the Empire.
The minister had saved the country, Agricultural societies wers
formed for the parpose «f resisting any attempte at upectting the
arrangement made in 1871, aud at all these meetings addresses
were framed thanking the government for the stand they had
made. :

It was thought that thisslave question was setiled, but Nabueo,
nothing daunted by his defeat in the Chamber, ealled his friends
together at his own residence, and formed an Anti-Blavery
Sooiety.

A manifesto was iseued on the 7th September 1880, the ninth
anniversary of the passing of the slave law, Fome able men

-jcined this society and branches were established in some of the

other towns. The agricultural interest_was entircly against the
movement. : ; :

The American Minister in Rio de Janeiro wrote a letter detail--
ing the prosperity of the Soutbern Statesin Nerth Anieriea since
the abolition of slavery there, and s banquet was given to this
gentleman, Mr, Hilliard, by the Anti.Slavery Socisty. The
speeches on this ocoasion, particularly that given by the American
Minister, enraged some of the members of Parliament. The
government was called on to interfere, for here was a minister of
a friendly state interfering in their domestio affairs. The debate
was an angry one, and showed how they would resent outside
interference, and how they could abuse nations and individuals,
who did not respect the time-honoured institution of slavery. The
government, however, saw no reason either to praise or blame
the American Minister, and, injustice to the Priine Minister, we
must give him eredit for saying that, although the government
were for slavery remaining as it is, they respected those who
held opposite opinions. 1t was during these stormy times that
the provincial laws were pussed puiting s stop to the inter-pro-
vincial slave trade. Can it be said then thatit was a step.towards
abolition? During these debates the northern provinces were
accused of being anti-slavery, and the deputies from. the south,
while openly declaring themselves as on the pro-tlavery side,
used threats to compel those fromn tlie north io hold on to the
arrangement of 1871. Oune illustrious orator from the sonth used
these:words :—** You. wish. to sell yout 8laves to us, and then you
will by-and-bye ask us to liberate all tlaves within the Ewmpire.”
Another said; alluding to the:deputies from the north :—¢¢ I look
on these. people-as highwaymen, and for such asthese I have my
revolver.” . : o 7 )

We must look to the stoppages of the inter-provinecial slave-
tride as putting a check on the labour supply to the coffee-pio-
dueing provinces and putting alimit on the exports of coffee froin
The Ceylon coffec. planter may
console bimself that.the competition in that direction will not be
more than it is.at present, bat, if slavery is not reduced moor:(*

‘rapidly than the dsath-rate and theé working of the emancipati

fund has.shewn during the last.ten vears, we will have to wait
sore time before thére is much diminution in the coffee exports.
(To-be continued.)
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general migration of the slave populati(';n from the northern to
the three coffee producing provinces, Rio de Janeiro, Sao Paulo
and Mipas Geraes, and that this movement correrponded with
the gradual cxtension of new coffee fields aud the increase of
the shipments of coffee. An agitation was started against this
interprovinecial slave'trade, and, strange to fay, was carti-d on
principally by the class who had benefited by it—the Sao Paulo
planters. In 1879, a law wase passed hy the provincial assemblv
at Sao Paulo, inporing a tax of 1,000,000 reis (£100) ou each
slave entering the pravinee of Sac Paulo from’ anoth+r provinee.
This law was vetoed by the government asunconstitutional, In
1880, the provincial axsembly ot Rio de Janeiro, when passing
the supply bill, inc'uded in it a tax of 1,500 milreies (£150) on
each slave beiug regictered, coming from anotber provitce, and
this part of the bill passed almost unnoticed, and hecamelaw on
Ist Januvary, 1881, The province of Sao Paulo imu-ediately
followed with a law, imposing a tax of 2,000 milreis (£200,) to
come in force in Feburary, and Minas Geraes with one for the
same amount to come in force also in Februarv, 1881, These
taxes were to be paid on registration of slaves coming from one
provinee to another, excepting only three to accompany each
family and exempting those that came by inheritance aund
through judicial execution.

The law of 1881 regnlated the machinery for collecting a tax
on the transfer of slave property, and, as sales took place, an
entry was made in the collretor's book. ~These new provincial
laws were prohibitory, inasmuch as the tax was much more than
the value of the property, the value of a field hand being about
£200. The collector is liable to a fine of 3,000 milreis (£800)
for each slave neglected to be so registered, and the awver to a
ﬁne. of 1,000 milreis (£100) if he escaped the time allowed for
registration, namely, thirty days.

It is difficult to conceive the motive which prompted the intro-
duction of these laws, for the planters of these provinces were
loud in their outery about the searcity of labourers, and they were
the people who benefited mnst by the entry of slaves from the
northern provinces, [t se«us uncharitable to suppose that the
real object the lawmakers had in view was the extension of the
time when slavery should be extinet. There is strong circum-
staucial evidence to show that it was so.

I am unwilling to inflict on your readers & prosy review «f the
events which agitared the public mind previous to the passing
of these proviuvcial arts, but they will have a better idea of thus
Brazilian slavery question if I do so. You will remewmber that a
congress of agriculturists, called together by tlie government,
was held in Rin de Janeiro in Jyly, 1878, = This congress wus to
consider the various questions that were depressing agricuiture
and the principle outeome of thisgreat gathering was the decision
of the governent to send an embassy to China to negotiate a
treaty of*cowmerce, and get the sanction of the celrstial govern-
ment to Chinese itmigration.  This latter measure was cor.
sidered the best means of averting the inevitable erash which
foust fall ‘on the agricaliure of the country should-anything
happen to acclerate the emancipation of the slaves. . The
allowing of the vote necessary for paying the ¢xpeuses of this
mmission was wariily opposed by Deputy Joaquin Nabuco, who
Wwas suported by other able tnen in the Chamber.of Deputies in
R{O'de Janeiro. = The.vote was ailowed ; the government pro-
Inising 10t to bring the Chinese covlies by any government
scheme, their object being to pave the way for their introduction
by private entesgrigs.. . : -

The- discussisn and ‘the subsequent arrival of -the envoy.-in
London; on his-way to China, atbracted the attention of the
British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Socisty. and this body not only
-sent a petition to-the Chineee -afinieter in London against the
‘Brazilian “movement, but wro letter thanking Senor Nabueo

- de L the introduction:-of Chiness
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vote on the 24th. did not hold sessions on 26th, 27th, and ‘28th
August, On the 80th Nabuoo again saked leave, buut the Chamber
this time rejected the motion for the introduction of the:bill by
77 to 18. 71he prime minister on being pressed for his reasons
for making a cabinet question of thie introductiomrof the bill,
declared that the Emperor and the government had made up
their minds that slavery was to remain as it was fixed in 1871,

Congratulations came pouring in from all parts of the Empire.
The miniater had saved the country, Agricultural societies were
formed for thé purpose « f resisting any attempts at upsetting the
arrangement mads in 1871, and at all these meetings addresses
were framed thanking the government for the stand they had
made, :

It was thought that thiselave question was setiled, but Nabueo,
nothing daunted by his defest in the Chamber, ealled his friends
together at his own residence, and fortned an Anti-Slavery
Sooiety.

A manifesto was issued on the 7th September 1880, the ninth
anniversary of the passing of the slave law, Eome able men
juined this society aird branches were established in some of the
other towns. The agrioultural interest was entircly against the
movement.

The American Minister in Rio de Janeiro wrote a letter detail.
ing the prosperity of the Bouthern Statesin North America since
the abolition of slavery there, and a banquet was given to this
gentleman, Mr, Hilliard, by the Anti.Slavery Scciety. The
speeches on this occasion, particularly that given by the American
Minister, enraged some of the members of Parliament. The
government was called on to interfere, for here was a minister of
a friendly state interfering in their domestio affairs. The debate
was an angry one, and showed how they would resent outside
interference, and how they could abuse rations and individuals,
who did not respect the time-honoured institution of siavery., The
government, however, saw no reason either to praise or blame
the Awmerican Miuister, and, in justice to the Priine Minister, we
must give him credit for saying that, although the government
were for sluvery remaining as it is, they respected those who -
keld opposite opinions. It was during these stormy times that
the provincial laws were passed puiting a stop to the inter-pro-
vincial slave trade. Can it besaid then thatit was a step towards
abolition? During these debates the northern provinces were
accused of being anti-slavery, and the deputies from the south,
while openly declaring themselves as on the pro-tlavery side,
used threats to compel those from thie north ic held on to the
arrangement of 1871, One illustrious orator from the sonth used
these words :—¢ You wish to sell your slaves to us, and then you
will by-and-bye ask us to liberats all elaves within:the Empire.”
Another said, alluding to ihe deputies from the north :—*¢ I look
on these people as highwaymeon, and for such asthese I have my
revolver.” - ‘

‘We must look to the stoppages of the inter.provincial slave-
trade as putting a check on the labour supply to the soffee-pro-
ducing provinees and putting alimit on the exports of coffee fron
Rio de Janeiro and Santos. The Ceylon coffec planter may
console himself thats the competition in that direction will not be
more than it is at present, bat, if slavery is not reduced mgee~
rapidly than the death-rate and the working of the emancipation
fund has shewn during the last ten vears, we will have to wait
some time befurs there is-much diminution in the ¢offee exports.

(To be continued.)
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v of 24th June,
N BUENOS AYRES GREAT SOUTUEBRN. -

- The traffic just now shows a decline, That matters little.
These are the wint:r months in those parts, and the traffic varies
We believe the line is doing on the
whole splendidly;

: : ‘Ramrways 1 Brazin AND U RUGUAY.

We learnfrom the.** Anglo-Brazilian T'imes" that the engineers

at-the Urngusy frontier, and over which the produce of
when developed must fiud their way to the -near
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