
Introduction to Cloacina 
 

In May 1775 Henry Man, at the age of 25, published a twenty-three page verse drama 
called 'Cloacina, a tragi-comedy'.  There is no record whether the piece was ever  
actually performed.  It may well not have been intended to be. The editors of Man’s 
posthumously published ‘Miscellaneous Works’ (in which Cloacina does not appear) 
commented on the play as follows:  
 
 ‘…he wrote many pleasing little poems for the amusement of his friends; but his  
principal work [for the year 1775] was a comi-tragedy of one act, called Cloacina  
[....]  This was a satire on some of the best writers of that time, in which the  
peculiarities of their styles were imitated with a fund of humour, and in harmony of  
verses that deserved a much better subject.' 
 

The work makes many allusions to contemporary political and 
literary figures which easily elude the modern reader. The copy of 
the play from which this PDF file has been created is that held by 
Harvard’s library.  This copy is said to have belonged to Horace 
Walpole (left) and thus the hand-writing that appears in it at 
various points is that of Walpole's.   
 
Harvard’s catalogue record for Cloacina reads as follows: 
‘CLOACINA Horace Walpole's copy, with his ms. date of 

acquisition "May 1st." …& his identifications throughout … in a volume with Walpole's 
arms on covers, his ms. table of contents inside front cover, and labeled on spine: Poems. 
Geo. 3. Vol. 14.’   
 
Walpole’s ‘identifications’ take the form of filling in the blanks of the names of various 
public figures that Man lampoons.    
 
The dedication to E________  V_________ is Edward Venn.  I read, but cannot recall  
where, that Henry was in love with Edward's sister.  At the time this 'play' was written 
Henry was still bachelor. Two years after the work was published he married Eleanor 
Thompson. 
 
 
David Man 
New York City 
August 2004.  
 


































































