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ADVERTISEMENT.

smingmerrge—g.

“'Tue Autbor of the following Letters to the

* Stranger in Reading,” considers it neces»
sary to offer an apology to the Public, but
more .especially to the respectable Inhabit-

‘ants of Reading, for the publication of this

Work.so many months after the appearaice
of the Stranger’s beok. The facts connected
with the deia.y are simply as follows .i'—sThe :
Writer had but little time to appropriate to
this Work till after the usual labours of the
day were completed, when he was frequently
very unfit to enter on a new employment ;
and he actually would have desisted from
his intention, had he not considered himself

under an obligation to proceed, in conse- |
quence of having declared, in public com-
pany, that the Stranger’s Letters would be
enswered, which declaration he always view-
ed as the means of preventing a reply from
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another hand, and as the occasion of an ad-
vertisement in the Reading Mercury, pro-
mising a series of Letters to the « Stranger,”
by ¢ Detector.” The substance of the Let-
ters was, however, notwithstanding difficul- |
ties and hinderances, completed in March; |
but ‘for reasons which it is not necessary to
. . ‘state,’ the book has been two months in
. ‘passing through the press. If it should be
asked why any answer at all should be given
to a work which has. excited so general a .
’dlsapprobatlon as the Stranger’s Letters, it
'1s rephed that, despicable as they . are in
* 'some respects, they miglit have left an un-
(favourable impression on the minds of some
persons respecting the character of the In-
habitants of Reading in general and that
of ‘the professors of religion in particular.
- The Author is likewise convinced, that in
these Letters to the Stranger he has had an
‘opportunity of discussing many' interesting
subjects, of which some may communicate
':important information to the majority of his_
readers, while others in the most eminent
degree are connected with the welfare of
A : 2 :
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. ADVERTISEMENYT: R
them all.—~Added to these reasons, the
Stranger having presumed to place himself
on very high ground, as is evident from an
advertisement that appeared in the Read-
ing Paper after this reply was announced,
the Author has the vanity to believe he has
dispossessed him of his eminence, and really -
flatters -himself that the Stranger will not
venture to insert any more scurrilous and
indecent advertisements in a public news-
paper, or.to publish, as a second volume to
the Letters, his promised * Collection of
Reading Anecdotes.” What sort of a book
this would have been, in which veracity would
not have been guaranteéd by the writer, I
leave his readers to judge after running over
the pages of the first volume, in which e
regard for truth is positively promised.
 Had the Author consulted some of his
Reading friends respecting this publication,

" it might have received an advantage in some

parts; but he was under an apprehension
that alterations might have been solicited,
‘and had he erased s0'as to gratify individuals,
his book would have been less satistactory

~
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vi ADVERTISEMENT,

to himself, and probably less acceptable -to-
the generality of his readers.. His aim has
been to speak the truth—to speak it in ge-
neral with independence, and on many oc<
casions, with seriousness. o ‘

. After the manuscript was written, a copy
of the Stranger’s Letters was sent by the
Author. of the.following pages to a friend; .
of whose judgment; he;entertainec'llal very.
high - opinion, with an intimation of his in -
tention of publishing strictures on the work ; -
from whom the following remarks were re« -
ceived :—* Really, the pamphlet, which L
have scarcely skimmed, is a production which
may point out some abuses and appropriate -
correctives, but is at the same time such a
sinner against style, fact, and principle,
that nothing but its local influence seemsto
- justify the honour you intend it. Such
works must perish. As for reasoning with
such a writer,. it can be of little use; for he
proves himself (pp. 155—160.) te be an
“infidel of the very basest sort. Paragraphs
so meanly impious are seldom scribbled.
You judge, however, I presume, that yoa
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may convince his comrades that they ought
to blush for him; and you may think tRat
the people he so wilfully misrepresents, have
a right to be heard in their own defence,
and that the defence may be serviceable’ to
some,......,.——The Author afterwards
sent this friend part of his manuscript, on
which he was pleased to pass an opinion
concluding with the following words :—¢ I
only regret that your pamphlet cannot cir-
culate without reminding the Pnblic that
this living body drags a dead one after it ;
~ without tending, in short, to make buoyant,
a little longer, one of the most miserable
performances that Lethe gver received,”

READING,
" Juyme 5, 181Q.
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LETTER I
SIR,

I HAVE read your hook entitled The
Stranger in Reading, in which there are some
things true, many exaggerated, more extremely
incorrect, and nct a few in a very high degree
inimical to the best interests of your readers. You .
have undoubtedly noticed subjects which, in the
opinion of every well-wisher to this highly respect-
able borough, call for reform, and some of which
may properly fall under the cognizance of an ano-
nymous censor. I hope, Sir, that the parties who
are more particularly concernedin your aj ammadver-
sions, will profit by your hints, and that you wxll
have the pleasing gratification you desu'e, of see- -
ing the good e effects of your remarks, in the cor-
rection of thos¢ cayses of complamt which requu-e"
xeformatlon But Sir, while your pubhcatxon con-
tains some thmgs whxch are deserving commenda-
tion, it has othersof a very opposite aspect, which
must pecessarily incur the disapprobation, a*?j
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excite the regret, of every man who has any real
regard for the interests of the inhabitants of this
town in particular, or for the welfare of others into
‘whose hands your Letters /may happen to fall. You
have professed that, in making your observations
‘on Reading and its inhabitants, you would * no-
thing éxtqnuate, nor aught set down in malice.”
After perusing your pages, those of your readers
who are at all acquainted with the subjects of
j'our animadversions, .will see that though you
have nothing ertenuated, yet many things you
have exaggerated and miére[)resentéd.: How far
you- have attended to the latter part of this pro-
fession, in not setting down ““ aught in 'malice,”
1 leave to the decision of your own" conscnence,
and to the _]udgment of our readers after they :
shall- have perused- our pages. You have
likewise declared that you would" make your ob-
servations with that regard for truth, which you
are always anxious to observe. But, Sir, as your
book contains so many things which stand in di-
rect opposition to this déclaration ; as it abounds
in the figure which rhetoricians call frony, in
which the passage is to be understood in a serise
directly contrary to the literal meaning; and as
you always mark these thetorical figures in Italics,
s you have the words “ Regard for truth,” your
readers, like myself, will probably be at a loss to
know whether they are to understand your asser-
tion as a serious or as an ironical declaration.- At




.3 o
all events, they will immediately discover that in
many things you are in a high degree incorrect
and erroneous, some of which it is my intentien
to point out to you; and, Sir, if your work shonld
. prove to you such a source of profit as to reach a
second edition, I hope you will have the candour
to rectify your errors. This, however, will be a
difficult task, as it will have a tendency to reduce
. your seven shilling volume nearly to the size of a
six-penny pamphlet.
I take it for granted, Sir, that you are no .
Stranger in Reading, though you have assumed
that title. ‘Do nat, however, imagine that I ob-
ject to your writing under a fictitious charac-
ter. For the purpose of using legitimate satire,
~or for pointing out abuses, as well as on- some
other occasions, such-a method may not only be
allowable, but necessary. But, Sir, neither fic-
titious characters nor anonymous signatures will
justify any man in transgressing in_the smallest
degree the sacred boundaries of truth. You have
not only, however, made many incorrect asser-
“tions, but you have said things of the most per-
nicious tendency. With some ingredients that
will be palatable to many tastes, you have mingled
a most dangerous poison. In a style which is not
always unpleasing, and which is occasionally en-
livened with some strokes of wit, you have at-
tempted to prejudice the minds of your readers
against. that blessed religion which alone can afford
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them peice in life; consolation in death; and hap-
piness'in eternity. Such indeed is your hostility
towards the Christian religion and its credible’pro-
fessors, that it has led you ‘into the most glaring

" inconsistency asa writer. When, as the editor, you
are representing yourself as a different’ person

from the author; in’ the former character- you

" profess a concern that the Stranger has treated a

certain class of religious professors with 100 great
severity. But your virulent enmity towards the

“ persons you allude to, ‘will not siffer you for a

-

moment to maintain your consistency; for you
instantly fall into the same strain of bitter irony
which. always ‘charactetizes the manners of the

‘Stranger when speaking of the persons who aré

the constant objects of his hostility. - 'On compar-
ing, therefore, the editor’s preface with the au-
thor’s letters, we instantly discover the same pen,
dipped in the same gall, guided by the same hand,
and directed by the same mind~—a mind’ full of
ptejudice and rancour against the doctrines of re-
velation, and the persons of those who' profess a
sincere r'egartf to it, When therefore the editor

" complains of the;ﬂlibcréliti of the author, it will

constrain hisreaderstoexclaim—<‘Thouartthe man

" who condemnest thyself out of thine own mouth.”

"It i$ not my intention, Sir, to make any ‘re-

‘marks oi: many of the accurate descriptions ahd

assertions with which the pages of your bovok dre

" very abundanily graced,  shall leave your readers

4
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to'make their own’remarks on ‘what you have said
of the four-inch pavement—of the rivers of blood
flowing in the kennels of one of ‘our streets—your
-filling your.shoes at every step from the beaur-
- traps.in the pavement—your accidentally.carry-
“ing away half a pint of blood in your modern coat-
“sleeve=~your frequent danger of receiving a pail-
* full of water'on your back from passing an umbreHta
" ~—your considering it as an uicommon ‘thing: to
- 'see’a shoe-black without this last-mentioned con-
“veniency, or a tailor’s apprentice without boots-—
the story of your'-friend’s asking to throw a line

' to catch fish in a puddle in the street—with a long
" et cétera too tedious to enumerate. Your readers,
. 8ir, will instantly perceive that your observatiohs
~ or these subjects, as well as on many others, ‘ave,

* to imifate! your favourite figure, made with the
‘' most evact acturacy, and’ with that regard ¥o
* truth which characterizes the Letters from the -
" Stranger in Reading. But it will not suit'me to
' fight with your weapons. ; If therefore I should-at
‘‘any time happen to seize'them for a moment, I
shall quickly lay them down again to resume my

" own—plain argument and plain truth.

In ‘my strictures on some of the different sub-
- jects of your work which call for animadversion,
‘1 T shall not confine myself to the order in which
- ‘they stand ; nor is it necessary. that I should offer
you any reasons for adopting a different method.
The substance of your fifth chapter, which is your

\
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coup dé main on the different professors of reli-
gion in the town, shall however be left to be
dispatched in the last place. - :

You have exhibited three eccentric public cha-
racters in your work, with anecdotes of each, ac-
companied with their portraits. Asyou have made
. these the heroes of your story, and as they are so

well known in the town in which you have made
your observations, as their panegyrist, you should
“have been careful to have confined ydur remarks
to fact ; but your anecdote of honest John’s cry-
ing AUl hot in the chapel is devoid of all truth.
If you had ever heard of such a pretty story, you
might easily have ascertained whether or not it
" had been a fact. But then, Sir, though John
might have been considered as a subject of your
lamentation, you could not have exhibited him
- likewise as a butt of your ridicule, in consequence
of his having heen perverted to Methodism ; to
which.may be added, that you would have lost the
pleasure of exciting a laugh at the expense of °
truth. Your account of the old man, whom you
- have denominated Boots, is incorrect in several
particulars, himself being witness. But as you
say you shall not vouch for the truth of the anec-
dotes you are about-to present to the Public, of
which you give this as a specimen, I shall spend
- mo more time on this subject than merely to re-
mark that these pretty stories are criterfpns by
which the readers of the Stranger’s Letters will




N .
form their judgment of his attachment to truth
- on other occasions. _

Let us enter upon a subject of greater import-
ance than the anecdotes of your public characters.
—The Reading Dispensary is an object on which
* you have employed your critical powers. After
exercising your ridicule on this excellent Institu-
tion, on the physicians, the apothecaries, (who to
their honour have supported it by an-attendance
grl'ztz's,) as well as on the science of medicine in
toto, you state at length the following facts:
that 2000 persons in Reading .are proper 'objects

of this charity—that 409 were relieved in the last
~ year—and that 45 remained on the list when the
accounts were settled. And what is the inference
you draw from your facts? Why, that one in five
had been sick, when no epidemical disorder pre-
vailed, and when all the other classes were unusu-
ally free from disease!! What a logical conse-
quence! What profound reasoming! Is your
sophistry, Sir, the effect of design, or of igno=
rance? In either case indeed it will fail of pro-
ducing any bad consequences to the Institution,
. as it will be readily discovered by all your readers °
who are not destituté of common sense. In
pointing ‘out your error, to prevent'trouble, I
shall argue with you on your own principles,
though you have rated the papulation of the town
considerably too low. You sy, that there are in
Reading 2000 proper . objects far the dispensary,

1



8

'

 that:about 400 have been relieved in the caurse of
the year at a certain expense, and that 45 were on
the list at one time. Admitting the last.number as
a general average, what are the legitimate conse-
quences of this statement ?. That about one in five
has been afflicted with.sickness in the course of the
year—that they have received assistance from the
dispensary at the trifling expense of three. shillings
each—and that of these 2000. persons, on an ave-
rage, a forty-fifth part, or one person out of 44 or

45, is constantly participating in the benefits of the

Reading Dispensary. The friends of the institution,

Sir, will thank you for. this statement of facts, as

they. cannot desire to receive a clearer conviction

of the advantage of this excellent charity. Your

gophism consists in supposing that the patients-
who are sick in the course-of the year, are all .
sick at the same time. - When there are 400 pa-
tients at onee on the dispensary books, your

‘argument, that one in five issick, wiil be valid.

R cannot, however, be so previously..

" The Theatre is another important subject om
which you have offered your remarks; on the ill
suceess of which you appear to be exercised with
the most pungent affliction. What a lamentable
thing is it, “that the sons of Fhespis should meet
with so little encouragement, from a town, the
inhabitants of which might certainly benefit from
their exhibitlens, that they are-obliged to perform
almost to empty benches!” And to what causes
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«can this failure be attributed ?— O, to the bigotry

.of the Methodists, and the immoderate thirst for

gain of every class of shop-keepers!”—Well, Sir,

1 shall here partly join issue with you. You attri-

bute the comedians’ want of success in Réading
partly to the influence of religion, and partly to the
covetousness of a certain class of inhabitants, which
in many other places generally suppbrts them. I
consider their failure as owing solely to the for-
‘mer cause; as there certainly cannot be the least
geason to libel the tradesmen of Reading with
possessing a more immoderate love of money than
the tradesmen of other towns where theatricals
are encouraged and supported. I have the plea-
sure of being acquainted with some of the com-
‘mercial men of Reading, who are men of libe-
rality, and, if their conduct may be considered -
as a test of their principles, free from that exces-

sively selfish principle of which you speak. If the

bulk are similar tq these, the tradesmen of Reading
are certainly not eminently addicted to covetous-
ness. Itis, however, neither an impossible nor

- an improbable case, that an immoderate thirst for

gain, and an immoderate partiality for the theatre,
should unite in the same person. But without
adducing arguments in relation to the cause of

. the ill success of the men for whom you so pathe-

tically plead, it affords me pleasure to find there
is no doubt of the fact you have stated. While
you lament it as a matter of condolence with your
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correspondent, many will rejoice in it as a subject
of congratulation with those who are more inti-
mately concerned in it—the inhabitants. For what
is thestage? Ireply, The'nursery of vice and crime.
To this you will probably retort, and exclaim—
¢ The school of morality and virtue!” But let us
proceed to argument. If the stage be the school
of morality and virtue, how has it happened that
the most immoral, dissolute, and vicious of man-

kind, have always been its firmest supportersand its ~

warmest admirers? How comes it to pass, that those
whose lives contradict almost every injunction of
the decalogue, should be charmed with the beauty
of virtue in the theatre ? The stage, Sir, is one of
the principal sources of every kind of immorality

and dissipation ; and as such, historians, philoso-,

phers, moralists, and legislators, in almost all ages,
"have entered their protest against it.. You argue.
- that theatrical exhibitions were encouraged in the
republic of ancient Greece.- This is partly true,
and partly not so. The people certainly encou-
raged plays, but:the legislators and philosophers
frequently condemned .them. When Solon saw

the dramas of Thespis performed, who has been -

considered .as-the inventor of tragedy, and who
used to smear the faces of his actors with lees of
wine, and to carry them from' village to village

in a cart which served them for a stage, that wise

legislator expressed his dislike by striking the
ground -with his stick, ‘and exclaiming, “ I am

Y

.
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afiaid that these poetical fictions and ingenious
-fancies will soon have a share in our public and
private affairs!” He therefore restraived them by
a law, which, however, was abrogated by a suc-
ceeding magistrate. Plato likewise condemned
plays, because, said he, ‘* they raise the passions,
and pervert the use of them, and are of course
dangerous. to morality.” Again: “ The diversions
of the stage are dangerous to temper and sobriety:
they swell anger and desire too much. Tragedy is
apt to make men boisterous, and comedy, buffoons.
Those passions are cherished which ought to be
checked : virtue loses ground, and reason grows
precarious; vice makes an insensible approach,
and steals upon us in the disguise of pleasure.”
To the names of Solon and Plato may be added a
constellation of Greek and Roman historians and
moralists, who have, with one voice, condemned‘
the stage.

- But you seem to be ignorant, Sir, that argu-
ments for plays in Christian countries cannot-be
deduced from the practice of the Greeks. Their
tragedies are undoubtedly less exceptionable than .
. those of the moderns; but they are not without
lessons highly unfriendly to Christian morality.
They inculcate pride, revenge, the love of false

glory, ambition, and other passions which the
" religion of the Bible teaches us to mortify and
subdue. You likewise seem not to know that
the Greek drama was employed as an assxstant
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to the established mythology of the country. The
Greeks were therefore consistent; for they incul-
cated the same lessons on the stage, which were
communicated to the people in their temples.

They guarded the theatre, as far as possible, from
principles hostile to their religion or their morals.

At least, this was the case in the purest ages of
dramatic_history. But what occasioned the ruin
of Greece ? Let us hear the testimony of a cele-

brated historian on the subject. <“ After the death
of Epaminondas, the power of the commonwealth

- wasbroken. .. .... The walour even of the Athe-

nians fell away. .. ... * They began to spend the
public revenue, not, as heretofore, upon fleets and

“armies, but upon festivals and public diversions,

They frequented the theatres with the most cele-
brated actors and poets, and visited the stage more
frequently than the camp | bestowing their praises
more on.good versifiers than on good generals. .
..... By these means it came to pass that, during
the idle disposition of the Greeks, the sordid and

obscure name of the Macedonians beganto emerge;

and Philip, who had been kept as a hostage for

. three years at Thebes, and who had been instructed

in the virtues of Epaminondas and Pelopidas, laid
the kingdom of Macedonia as a yoke of slavery
upon the necks of Greece and Asia.” *—I cannot
dismiss this part of my subject without reminding
you, Sir, that the fathers of the church, with

* Justin, lib. vi. cap. 9.
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many divines, statesmen, and patriots, ancient and
modern, have concurredinrepresenting the stageas
replete with danger. I might refer you; woiild time
admit, to the observations of Tertullian, Augustine,
and many others of the ancients. I might refer you
to the practice of the church in the primitive and
early ages. Her converts were required, at their
baptism, to ““ renounce the pomps and.vanities of
this wicked world ;" by which, it has'been asserted,
was principally meant the playhouse. I might refer
you to'the testimony of most wise and pious divines

.of every denomination .in later ages. I might refef

you to Archbishops Usher and Tillotson, and many

‘others of the Established Church : to Watts, Dod-

dridge, Barker; and Orton, among the Dissenters,
Archbishop Tillotson’s language is peculiarlystrong
and emphatical on the subject. Candid and gentle -
as he was, he calls the playhouse ‘ the Devil’s cha-
pel, and the school and nursery of lewdness and
wice:” and speaking of parents who take their
children there, he calls them monsters; and adds,
I had alnybst said, devils.”—I only remark, here,
that, were it necessary, I could give you a long

- list.of moralists and divines of the present age,

who, with united testimony, consider the theatre

as a school of dissipation, immorality, and crime.

Now, Sir, allow me to ask, Can you wonder,

‘to use your own words, that “ in this enlightened -

town plays are received with disgust, and treated
with neglect?”” Can you think it strange that the
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people are instructed * from the pulpit to consis
der them as dangerous to religion, and engines of
the zempter to seduce them from their religious
duties?” -Ah, Sir, you little’ thought that many
of the bitter ironies which your-hatred to religion
prompted you to indite, would be some of the
highest compliments that you would ever have it
in your power to pay the inhabitants of the town
which you attemptsoseverely to censure. O highly-
. favoured Reading! proceed in thy career of dis-
countenancing immorality and opposing vice;
and in proportion to thy exertions, ““ thy peace
shall be as a river, and thy righteousness as the
waves of the sea !”

You appear, Sir, to hold the performers in
these schools of moralityin the highest estimation.
The poor blind preachers of Reading, who have
“¢ cast a dimness over their own sight,” alius, put
out their own eyes; “ endeavour to prevent their
hearers from benefiting by the light of others,”
(these players, ) * whose creed may be equally or-
thodox, though somewhat more enlightened !!!
Benefiting by theé light of a player !'—the ortho-
dox creed of a player !—more enlightened. than
that of a Christian minister !—1 never before,
Sir, knew any thing of the light, or of the ortho-
doxy, or of the creed, of a player;-though I have
often heard of the character of this class of the
community, whom, for illuminated and orthodox
. belief, you rank above the preachers of the gospel.

3 , .
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The character of a player among the Romans
was reckoned infamous ; and when a Roman turned
" actor, he was immediately degraded. The story

of the unfortunate Laberius exhibits, in a striking
point of view, the odium which was attached to
the profession of an actor. by this people, whom
you assert to have been indebted for their civiliza-
tion and morality to the stage. Though a Roman
knight, he was urged by Julius Casar, at an
advanced period of life, to appear on the stage,
to recite some of his own works. He consented,
at - length, with reluctance ; but felt his cha-
racter as a Roman citizen disgraced, and shewed
his resentment, by warning the audience against
the tyrant, by whose mandate he was obliged to
appear before them. ¢ After having lived,” said
he, “ sixty years with honour, I left my house,
this morning, a Roman.knight, but shall return
to it, this evening, an infamous stage-player.
Alas! I have lived a day too long.” Caesar, how-
"ever, restored -him to the rank of bknight, which
he had lost by appearing on the stage; but, to
his mortification, when he went to take his seat
among his order, no one offered te make room
for him, and even his friend Cicero said, “ Re-
cepissem te, nisi anguste sederem.’\'——?A bold say-
ing of Sobrius the tribune, to Nero the Roman
- emperor, equally illustrates the factI have asserted.
Being asked by the emperor, why he, who was
one of his personal guards, had conspired against
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‘him, he anéwered, “ I loved you as much as any
man, as long as you deserved to be loved; but I
. began to hate you, when, after the murder of
your wife and mother, you became a charioteer,
a coMeDIAN, and a buffoon.”’~—Such were the sen-
timents of the Romans respecting actors. What
did the primitive Christians think of them? In
the first ag/es of the church, no player could be
admitted into her communion, till he had re-
nounced his profession. Some of the ancient
councils ordained that they should be excommu-
nicated. In the English laws they were formerly
denominated rogues, wagabonds, and sturdy beg-
gars. But whatis the reason that the profession of
a player should generally be deemed so ignomini-
~ ous? Becauseall talents, however exceliem, when
applied to the single purpose of amusing the idle
‘and vicious, become contemptible. Because, as
actors have generally been persons of loose morals,
(I do not say without any exception,) so their
employment directly leads to the corruption of .
. the heart. Because, appearing continually in an
assumed character, or being emi)‘lo_yed in preparing
for it, they must be in danger of losing all.
sense of sincerity and truth. And because, sus-
taining so many characters of others, at length
~ they retain none of their own. * It is impossible

-* §ee an able thfstration of this subject in Dr. Witherspoon':
Serious Inquiry into the’Nature and Effects of the Stage. See
also an excellent Essay on the Stage, by the Rev. John Styles.
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16 entértain respect for 4 player; and there is not
i family of any consideration in Britain, which

- would not consider itself disgraced, if any of its
" members were to embrace this profession. What

might-be the feelings and sentiments of the Stranger
in Reading on having a brother or a son among
the enlightened and orthodor.believers who ex-
hibit on the stage, and who have been so highly
extolted by him, I leave to the decision of his
own mind; fully persuaded myself, that no man
who seriously reflects on his future state of respdn-

- sibility, can any longer confinue to be a player.

I shall conclude this brief dissertation with a
testimony and an ahecdote: the former shall relate
to the szage, and the latter to the actor.

Sir John Hawkins, in his life of Johnson, has a
remark which strikingly illustrates what I have now
advanced. ¢ Although it is said of plays, that they

teach morality, and of the stage, that it is the

mirror of human life ; these assertions are mete
declamation, and have no foundation in truth ot

experience: on the contrary, a playhouse, and

the regions about it, are the very hot-beds of vice.
How else comes it to pass, that no sooner is a
playhouse opened in any part of the kingdom,
than it becomes sutrotinded by a halo of brothels? -
Of thiis truth, the neighbourhood of the place I am
now speaking of (Goodman’s Fields Theatre)
has had experience; one parish' alone, adjacent
thereto, having, to my knowledge, expended the
D
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sum of 1300/. in prosecutions, for the purpose of
removing those inhabitants whom, for instruction
in the science of human life, the playhouse had
drawn thither.” .

-“ Shuter, whose facetious powers convulsed
whole audiences.with laughter, and whose com-
panionable qualities often ¢set the table in a
roar,” was a miserable being. The following
anecdote of him, told: from the best authority,

will confirm this assertidn and, I am afraid, were -

we acquamted with many of his profession, we
should find that his,‘case is by no means a singu-
lar one. Shuter had heard Mr. Whitefield, and
trembled with “apprehension, of a judgment to
come; he had also frequently heard Mr. Kins-
man, and sometimes visited him in London.‘
One day, accidéntally meeting him in Plymouth,
after some years of separation, he embraced him

with raptu,re, and inquired if that was the place'

of his residence. Mr. Kinsman replied, * Yes,
_but ] am just returned from Londpn, where I have
preached so often, and to such lnyrge auditories,
and have been so indisposed, that Dr. Fothergill
advised my immediate return to the country for
change of air.’—¢ And I,’ said Shuter, ¢ have been
acting Sir John Falstaff so often, that I thought I
_sﬁould,'have died ; and the physicians advised me
to come into the country for the benefit of tHe
air. Had you died, it would have been in serving
" the best of Masters; but had I, it would have been
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in the service of the Devil. Oh, Sir, do you
think I shall ever be called again? I certainly was
once, and if Mr. Whitefield had let me come to
the Lord’s table with him, I never should have
gone back again. My Lord E sent for me
to-day, and 1 was glad I could not go. Poor
things ! they are unhappy, and they want Shuter
to make them laugh. But oh, Sir, such a life as
yours! As soon as I leave you, I shall be King
Richard. This is what they call a good play, as
good as some sermons. I acknowledge there are
some striking and moral things in it; but after it,
. Ishall come in again with my farce of ‘A Dish of
all Sorts,” and knock all that on the head. Fine
 reformers we "—Poor Shuter! once more thou
wilt bé an object of sport to the frivolous and
the gay, who will now laugh at thee, not for
thy drollery, but ‘thy seriousness; and this story
will be urged against thee as the weakness of a
noble mind. Weakness let it be called; but, in"
spite of himself, man must be serious at last. And
when a player awakes to sober reflection, what
agony must seize upon his soul !

I am, Sir, &c.

}h,



LETTER .

\
SR,
' Ox your remarks concerning the liferary
characters which this town has produced in past

ages, I shall decline making any observations. Fes
_what is authentic, you dgserve the thanks of your
readers, as they may not easily find any account of -

the subjects of this part of your Letters, except in
larger and more important compilations. On your
estimation of the present state of literiture iw

Reading, I shall offer some strictures, after pre-

viquely noticing two or three other matters, in the
~ qrder they stand. o ,
After speaking of the literqsi of the bareugh,
' you take occagion to introduce Reading Schaot
.as an ohject of your severe censure. Let us exa-
mine the justice and veracity of yeur assertioms
on this interesting and important theme. It is
rather surprising,” say you,  that this town should
have produced so few learned men, considering
the advantages the inhabitants possessed, of having

their children educated at tthreeGrammar-school, .

formerly free of all costs, as its name implies.” I
should be sorry, Sir, to be at all incorrect in what




I have to offer on this subject, which perhaps.it
may net be easy to enter on, without giving offence
to one or another party concetned in the institu-
tion. My pen, hawever, will be goided by truth, -
as far as it has been in my power to obtain it; but
if ¥should undesignedly fall into any mistake, on
its being pointed out, an apology shall readily be
made to the learned and worthy head of the school
on the one hand, or to its respectable trustees on
the other. It appears to me, Sir, that you are as’
much a stranger to the character and foundation
of Reading School, as you are ta many other
things on which you have presumed to exercise
your critieising powess. The school was never
free in the sense in which you have asserted it to
have been so; nor was it instituted, as you main-
tain, expressly and exclusi\'rely for the benefit of
the natives of the town. In the charter of Queen
Blizabeth, 1t is smd that « the school was founded
and built by hef;pred*ecessors, for educating the
sens of the inhabitants, and others, in literature ™
This privilege is so far from being cenfined te
xatiges, that not only all inhabitants, but all
othker persoms, whetesoever they may live, have a
_right to send their sons te the school.

Accerding to your principles, where could
country gentlemen send their children for instrue-
tian ? Far, undoubtedly, the greater pait of our
public sghools, at which they have generally edu-
cated thet, are faymdation.schoals. And this has
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been the case more particularly in times past,
when there was less probability of these schools
having deviated from their original intention, than
it is at the present period, when’ private schools
are much more frequent than they were formerly.
Indeed, most other foundation-schools are still
more restricted by the words of their respective
founders than the Reading seminary; but not a
single instance can be pointed out,.in which those
schools exclude all but natives of the place. And
the governors or trustees of those schoals knew
too well their .interest, and that of their neigh-
bours, not to encourage strangers. to participate
in the advantages of the school, either by coming
to reside, or by sending their children to board,
in the town.

In this sense, the Reading, like many other
foundation-schools, is free. The salary was in-
tended to give respectability and permanency to
the institution; but it was too small to enable the
masters to teach without pay. Iam informed, Sir,
on authority which I believe cannot be disputed,
that neither charter nor statute ever existed, to
- order that “the sons of the inhabitants, and others,”
shall be “ educated in literature” gratis. I it to
be supposed that a person would be found to edu-
cate all the natives of this town, even in the time:
of Queen. Elizabeth, for 10/. a-year? If all the
natives had been educated gratis, would not thefact
have been well known ?. If the privilege had been
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limited to a certain number, would not the chartet
have determined how many ? The fact is, as I be-
lieve is pretty well known, that a charge has
always been made by the masters. Whatever it *
was originally, it was soon raised to one pound per
annum, probably in the reign of Queen Elizabeth.
What it should be at this time, let calculators on
_the alteration in the value* of money determine.
It is true that 20/. per annum was added by Arch~
bishop . Laud to the salary; and that a house. was .
purchased by subscriptipn, in 1784, previous to
which time, whatever became of the original house,
the master was obliged to purchase or hire one for
himself; but the land tax and ground rent, the poor’s
rates, the assessed, paving, and all other taxes,

_ which the master is obliged to pay, probably
swallow three times the value of the salary. This
assertion is not made at random, as I have taken
care to advance nothing in this address of which I
have not either personal knowledge, or authority
on which I can depend. Now, Sir, are you not
very considerate, to expect that the corporation
shall, at the next vacancy, order that none but

. natives of the town shall be admitted into the
school, and, of course, all free of expense? Is it
not very reusonable and equitable that future

. . masters should teach all ¢children born in the town,
pay all the taxes of the -house, and maintain their

* See Appendix, No. I.
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fanilies,upon 80/. per annum ¢ How far the cotrpo-
ration may act upon your advice,time must disoover.
Perhaps, as the Stranger seems to be so well ac-
quainted with the subject, and either is, or has
been, at the head of some rival establishment, on
proper application, the trustees may have no ob-

" jection to his appointment; or at least may con.

sent to transfer to him the next nomination, on
condition of his paying all the advertisements, till,
on those terms, a proper master, or indeed any
master, be found to undertake the charge.

- It is readily admitted that there are some foun-
dation-schools which are free in another sense
than that which has been noticed: that i is, the in- .
habitants have the privilege of sending the native
children, or a limited number of them, free of

. experse, for tuition. But as most of these schools

have the salaries of the masters fixed at a certain
sum of money, on ‘a rent chu'gc, n consequence
of the constant and 1 increasing depreciation in the
velue of speme, there must of necessity, in many
cases, be a deviation from the original intention

" of the founders. I am not pleading for the neg~

lect or abuse of these excellent and important

- ¢harities, and much less to make them sinecures;

8o far fmm this, I scruple not to assert, that where
the mteations of the founders have been counter«

.acted, and masters have paid no regard to their

obligations, it is incumbent on the governors to
revert to the conditions of the foundation, and to




]

25

procure such engagements from the aster they
appoint, as equity and the change of « circumstances .
réquire. If there are peculnar ptivileges for the
natives in the Reading seminary, the corporation,
as trustees, undoubtedly ought to stipulate for
them in the appointment of a master; but admit-
ting this to be a fact, if the master be dealt with
In justice, these privileges must have necessarily
diminished in exact proportion to the value of the
salary when originally fixed, compared with what
i is at the present day; except indeed that salary
was originally more than an adequate recompense
for the Iabour required. The absurdity of expecting
the master of Reading grammar-school to teach all"
the natives, must appear primd facie to every per-
son who considers the subject fora moment. If this
were the case, he would be underan obligation to in-
stract at feast 500 boys in the classics for 30/. a-year,
‘We have lately heard” much of the plan of
education adopted and recommiended by the

- ingenious. and benevolent Joseph Lancaster;

But what would a Lancastrian schoel be in com-
parison of this? Here would be a doctor of divi-
nity, whon it Would be an honour to any classical
seminary in Great Britain to have af its head, in-
structing 500 boys in the Latin and Greek classics,
for a salary not amounting to a fourth parf of
what is generally paid to a schoolmaster for the
same number of boys on Lancaster’s plan. The
prastér. must of course adopt the Lancastrian mode
£
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of teaching. This, however, would not be found
quite so feasible in communicating the knowledge
of Latin and Greek, as in teaching to read and
spell English, and to write and practise the ele-
ments of arithmetic. ,

I cannot conclude my remarks on this subject

without observing, that if the enemies or the
friends of the Reading School are desirous of
knowing its present state in respect to educatioh,
they ought to apply at the two Universities for
information. Of the accuracy of your assertion,
that natives of the town are not admitted into the
school, but obliged to seek their- education else-
where, any person may form a judgment, who will
make inquiry in regard to the number of the na-
‘tives who have been educated under the present
master. I have myself the pleasure of being per-
sonally acquainted with some who are now in the
church, whose abilities and piety are too well
known to need any encomium from an individual ;
and who, I believe, universally speak of their tutor

in terms of high respect. I am also informed that -
there are athers in the church, in the law, in phy-.

sic, in the army and navy, and in trade, whose
conduct is'an honour not only to the town, but
tosociety in general, to their country, to rélikion,
and to human nature.

The next subjects of your remarks are the Per-’

‘manent Library and the Literary Iustitution,
the latter of which you condescend to call the
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rival and fellow of the former. I should rather
have thought that your comparison of the Library
with the Institution would have reminded you of
Tityrus’s comparing his native village with Rome,
and led you to apologize for. comparing small
things with great:

Sic canibus catulos similes, sic matribus haedos >
Noram: sic parvis componere magna solebam.

The important controversy in relation to the
claims of priority of plan and formation between
these two establishments, I shall not enter on;
but, as an impartial witness, I can assert that, in a
public company in which I had the honour of
being present, a plan of the Institution was com-
municated before the Library was formed. It will
not be easy to discover, therefore, how the « pro-
mising prospect of success” in the latter should
occasion the establishment of the former; or how
« pride, jealousy, or envy, should attempt to stifle
in the cradle” a creature which at this time had .
no existence. But you have made other mistakes
in relation to the Institution, as you have on al-
most all other subjects. Allow me, Sir, to correct
them.. The sum originally proposed ta be raised
was 6000/. instead of -3000/. as you have stated. .
This fatt totally overthrows all the arguments and
calculations of the two pages you have devoted to
the information of your readers, as a literary

ﬁnanczer. Again, no deviation from the original
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plan, in relation to the price of proprietors’ shares,

has  ever taken place, nor js there the slightest_

reason to resort to any compulsory means to
occasion such a deviation. By these two capital
mistakes, you have rendered your whole accaunt
of the subject grossly erroneous; and, as one of
the proprietors of the establishment, whose vera-
city is unimpeachable, expressed himself in my

presence, have “ made as many incorrect asser- .

tions as nearly equal the number of lines in your
page.” ‘

I hope, Sir, the next time you make Reading,
which you have here treated with so much ironi-
cal contempt,* the theme of your animadversions,
that you will procure information in regard to
the necessary facts, and not write an subjects on
whlch you appear to be totally ignorant, If, Sir,
you are a “stranger,” as you profess yourself, you
are altogether an unfit person. to discuss many

things which "you have presumptuously at
tempted to illustrate. If you are na stranger, as -

. many - persons shrcwdly suspect, your fellow-
townsmen will not easnly be persuaded that samg
of your rcpresentations, are the effects of mere
;mstake

What youy call the “elegant little. poem * writy

ten by one of the founders of the, Institutian, was,”
pmbably,, not pubhsbed for the purposg of ob-.

* 5?0 the Sms"me 13,
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taining. literary distinction, If the author, who
is tod well known in Reading, as a gentleman and
ascholar, to need any encomiums from your pen
or mine, was prompted to write and publish this
little piece, from his desire to recommend the in-
fant -establishment, and afterwards, from his bene-

‘volence, to devote the profits of it to a charity

which must necessarily meet the approbation of
every friend to the rising generation ; who, beside
the Stranger in Reading, would have thought of
censuring him for his conduct? I have, however,
only one remark to make on this subject. .If this

. little poem had been published to usher ioto no-

tice the Permanent Library instead  of the Li-
terary Institwtion, little doubt can be entertained,
from the manner in which the Stranger confers
his censures and his praises, but that the term

- elegant would have'been printed‘in Roman, in-

stead of Italic characters. -

In relation to the reeding of the- mhabltants of
Reading, you remark that the « Bible is most read,
as it doubtless ought to be;” and as you have not
marked the last words in Italics, I shall take them
in their plain and literal meaning, though  many
of your readers will undoubtedly discover, or fancy
they discover, your favourite irany in the pasage;
perticularly a5 you conpect it with the study of
Moove’s Almagac, ‘Whether or not you. are sin-
eere in the comment on your observation, I leave .

. with youmsel: the fact alone will come. under

LR
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my notice. Next to the Bible, you say, is the
well-known almanac just mentioned. ¢ But as to
works of sciénce, history, or general informa-
tion, few trouble themselves about them: and as
to religious books, they consult none but ‘what
. are written by their own sect, or in support of
their own religious opinions.” Let us examine
your positions.

“ The book most read is the Bxble —This asser-

tion, Sir, is the highest compliment you possibly
can pay to the inhabitants of Reading. If this be
a fact, as I am inclined to hope it may, the people
of this town, whose literature you hold in the
most sovereign contempt, in this respect at least,
afford a most honourable and decisive criterion of

the excellence of their tas{e, as well as of the sin-

cerity of their piety, , .
The Bible, Sir, is: not only the most ancient,

but infinitely the most excellent book that ever .

was penned—as much superior to every composi-
_tion. merely human, as the works of the Author
of nature are to those of human art. The matter,
the manner, the harmony, the effect, of the Bible,
unite in illustrating the important declaration—
« All scripture is given by.inspiration of God.”
Infidels may - reject the sacred writings, sceptics
may doubt their truth, and strangers to their

_important ‘and - glorious contents may speak evil

of what they know not; but what other book can
they .mention, which will bear any comparison
3 . . ! .
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" with _this, whether we c_onsider the infinite im-

portance of its doctrines, the sublimity of its lan-
guage, the accomplishment of its prophecies, the
excellence of its morality, or the character of its
penmen ?  “ It is profitable for doctrine, for re-

- proof, for correction, for instruction in righte-

ousness. It is the sure word, whereunto we do
well to take heed, as unto a light shining in a dark
place.”—But probably the Stranger in Reading

‘holds the understanding of an inkabitant, in such

low eétimation, that his testimony on this subject
will have no weight with him. Beitso, Sir; but
I will produce testimony, ;which even you must

" admit to be unexceptionable. You have, in some

part of your book, expressed astonishment that

- the same country should produce a Locke and a

Newton, a Methodist . and a Moravian. This
circumstance evinces that you entertain a high
opinion of the intellectual powers of the indivi-
duals whose names you have mentioned. But let
us hear their sentiments of the Bible.

Sir Isaac Newton, the prince of philosophers,
was thoroughly persuaded of the truth of revela-
tion. He was a believer on conviction. Amidst
the' many books which he constantly had before
him, that which he studied with the greatest ap-
plication, was, the Bible. Sir Isaac was as well

" acquainted with the nature of ‘'moral certainty as

of positive proof; and therefore he was equally
satisfied of the truth of scripture as of any of those

 zam o e
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. pbysical\ discoveries- which he proved by mathes

matical demonstration. On a certain occasion, a
cotemporary philosopher, in his conversation with
Sir Isaac, introduced the subject of revelation,

© and began to manifest some degree of scepticism;

on which, the latter immediately interrupted him,

in langnage to this purpert:—* Sir, when you .

discourse on philosophy, 1 hear you with much

pleasure, because 'you understand it; but you -

have now entered on a subject with which you

are totally unacquainted.” Mr. Locke, whom )

likewise you mention, was justly considered one of
the greatest masters of reason. Baut this great lo--
gician and philosopher believed the Bible, and

wrote a comment on part of it. On being asked

a littte before “his death, * what was the shortest
and surest way for a young gentleman to attain a
true knowledge of the Christian religion, in the
full and just extent of it,” he made this memora-

ble reply; “ Let him study the holy‘ scripture,.

especially the New Testament. It has God for its
Author, salvation for its end, and truth, without
any mixture of error, for its matter.”

Let me now introduce to you that Colossus in -

literature and intellect, Dr. Samuel Johnson. He
too was a believer in the Bible. He read it, and

received from it the only hope he ventured to.

entertain of eternal salvation. Johnson always

had 2 high respect for religion, and for those who . -

_ were consistent professors of it, He used very
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. much to admire a saying of Mr. Howell, that ¢ to
make a man a complete Christian, he must have
the works of a Papijst, the words of a Puritanh, and
the faith of a Churchman.” A little time before
his death, he said, ¢‘ I have at times entertained a
loathing of sin and ‘myself, particularly when I
have had the prospect of death before me; and
this has not abated when my fears of death have
been less; and at these times I'have had such raYs
of hope shot into my soul, as have almost per-
suaded me that I.am .in a state of reconciliation

with God.”~—At other times, he attributed the

foundation of all his hopes of mercy and salvation
to the merits of his Redeemer.* Had Johnson
been now living in Reading, and had the Stranger
been made acquainted with these particulars, he
"would have extlaimed, ¢ Alas, poor man, he has
been perverted to Methodism ! But Johnson, Sir,
was no Methodist, unless you make Methodist
and Christian synonymous. :
The learned Salmasius, when on his death-bed,
left this testimony to the importance of studying
the holy Scripture :—I have lost a world of time !
If one year more were to be added to my life, it
should be spent in reading David’s Psalms and
Paul’s Epistles.”

That elegant and accomplished scholar, Sir Wil- .

liam Jones, one of the judges in the supreme
* See Sir John Hawkins's Life of Dr. Johnson. X
F
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court of Bengal, who died a few years ago, had

written these words in his Bible :—< I have regu-

larly and attentively read these holy Scriptures,
and am of opinion that this volume, independent

of its divine origin, contains more syblimity and -

beauty, more pure morality, more important his-
tory, and finer strains of poetry and eloquence,
than can be collected from all other books, in

whatever age or language they may have been

composed.”
. Were it necessary, Sir, I could give you a mul-
tiplioity of similar testimonies, from men who

rank in the highest class of human beings for in-

tellectual talent and literary acquisition, to the
truth, the excellence, .the value, and the blessed-
ness, of that book, which, to their highest honour,
you say, is the study of the people of Reading.
This is a sﬁbject which ‘indeed, Sir, I cannot
‘hastily dismiss. Has not the blessed Founder of
the Christian religion—the Author of the hopes
and consolations of his people—the great Prophet
- and Teacher of the church—has not sz given his
followers a command to read ‘the Bible, and to
read it with frequency and diligence? Search the
Scriptures, is mis precept:—a precept which emi-
‘nently deserves the special regard of all who are
~ called, after his name. The term search, which

our blessed Lord has here condescended to use, is -

strikingly emphatic. According to. some critics,

it signiﬁes to ¢race by the foqt, as dogs trace their

4
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game. Hence they render it by the Latin verbs
indago and investigo. According to this etymos
logy, the disciples of Christ are required to inves-
tigate the sacred truths of Scripture, and carefully
to. trace out their true meaning. And will not
this require ;'eading—nay, will it not require
fréquent reading? But other critics—(1 hope,
Sir, you will bear with my observations on this
" occasion—the subject is of the highest importance ;
every inhabitant, as well as every stranger, in
Reading, is intimately concerned- in it)—I say, ’
other crifics consider the word as borrowed from
the practice of miners, and suppose that it implies
to dig and to evamine. Miners, who search for
gold in the bowels of the earth, first pierce the
ground to a great depth, and when they have
* found a vein of ore, they break and careéfully sift
the earth, that no part of the metal may escape.
- Indeed such is the trouble to procure this precious
mineral, which so many human beings worship,
that it has been asserted that no possessor of 4
gold mine ever grew rich. And what is its value
‘to the poor slaves who labour in it? Of all em-
ployments, theirs is one. of the most- miserable. -
With immense toil, they dig, search, sift, and
examine—but for what purpose? To obtain a
- wretched livelihood—a support merely sufficient
to preserve them from: perishing by hunger! And
wherefore do the inhabitants of this town read the
Bible so much? Why, Sir, some of them at least
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“search the Scriptures because they are ¢ a light
“unto their feet, and a lamp unto their paths’\’--
because they testify of that Redeemer on whom
their hopes of salvation depend, and whom, ““ not
having seen, they love”—because, under the gra-
cious influences of that Holy Spirit by whom they
_were indited, they confer an them riches infinitely
superior to those which are procured from a mine
of gold, or of the most precious stones—they
make them “ rich in_faith, and heirs of that king-
dom which the blessed God has promised to them
that love him.”
The book maost read next to the Bible, you say,
is, ¢ Moore’s Almanac, which is to be found
not .only in every house in the town, but alsa
" in every one in the neighbourhood, and partakes
nearly of the same degree of belief in its prog-
nostications, as the Bible itself.”—~This passage,
" Sir, as well as many others in your Letters, marks
‘your character in relation to veracity, Not one
.of your readers will believe what you have here
asserted ; and it is difficult to say which is most to
be lamented,' the profaneness, or the falsehood,
of this sentence. The belief of the Bible will
certainly tend to make men infidels in regard to
the prognostications of an almanac; and therefore
I perfectly join issue with you in your expressions
of wander, “ that in the nineteenth century there
should be found people who can give credit to
§géh impos_tprs, or beh’e\{c that men, by looking
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’

‘at the stdrs, can foretell the state of the weather

throughout the year; when even the wisest of
themselves cannot see what will follow in the space
of the next twenty-four hours.”—Your reasoning,

~ here, Sir, is just; and many of the inhabitants of

the borough of Reading, who may read your book,
will consider this as one of the most sensible pas-
sages it contains. This will therefore be a mast
complete confutation of that grossly illiberal and
incorrect assertlon, which implies that a// tln: in-

habitants of Reading and its vicinity place near]y :

the same degree of belief in the prognostications
of an almanac as in the Bible itself. Should there

" be any almanac-mongers among your readers, who

place any credit in the annual prognostications,

concerning the weather, imp_uted to FrancisMoore,
Physician, who has been dead for more than half a

century, I hope they will profit by your remarks.

Fus est et ab hoste doceri.—<But,” say you, “their
credulity does not stop here.” Whose credulity ?
The inhabitants of Reading and of the neighbour-
hood, as it'appears from reading the page. “Even
witchcraft, which is exploded in every other en-
lightened town in the kingdom, is as firmly be-
lieved here by many creditable people as the

gospel.”  You may be assured, Sir, that witch-

craft is not believed by the people in general of
Reading, nor by many creditable people among
them. Shquld there be any individuals among
them, who have any remains of a superstition

——————— . & - E L J. o l— i B P
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which has been a stain upon our national charae-
ter, I would recommend them to read a sermon
on witchcraft, lately published, by the Rev. Isaa¢
Nicholson, of Paxton, in Huntingdonshire, in
consequence of a person in that village having
been criminated and treated as a witch by many
of the infatuated inhabitants, for which several of
them were tried at the assizes for that county last
year. A belief in witchcraft, in past times, has
undoubtedly been a national error; and it is well
known, that not more than two tenturies ago,
credulity on this subject was very general, and
that the 'laws against supposed witches were not
unfrequently put in execution. As to the parti-
cular instance you mention, it was probably a
lesson which eventually rectified the judgment of
a few persons, who, for a short time, might be
misled by appearances. There is, however, one
circumstance which you ought not to have con-
cluded your witchcraft affair without mentioning.
It is a well-known fact, that the first effectual
che(_fk put upon this limited and tepporary delu-
sion, was by two ministers of that description which
you declare to be as ignorant as any of the lower
classes of inhabitants in the borough. *—The whize- ,
rabbit ghost is too childish a story to merit any
reprehension.

“ As to works of science, hist'or};, or general

* See Stranger, page 120,
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information, few trouble themselves about them :
and as to religious books, they consult ‘none but
what are written by their own sects, or in support
of ‘their own religious opinions.”—Here again,
Sir, you are most egregiously mistaken. Beside
the Literary Institution and the Permanent Library,
which you have mentioned, there are several very
respectable Book Societies. One consists of four-
teen or sixteen members, selected from some of
the principal inhabitants of the borough, clergy
and laity, who expend in books about fifty pounds
a year. A second consists of eighteen members,
of which there are five clergymen, several dissent-
ing ministers, and others from the professions, &c.
This' Seciety expends between thirty and forty
pounds annualy for books, a great part of which
are of that description of which you say there
are none read. There are likewise two other So-
cieties, of nearly the same number of members,
on a similar plan. You have undoubtedly under-~
“rated the present state of literature of the borough.
If we are sunk into that state of literary oppro-
brium which you have represented, the three au-
thors, the gentleman and the two ladies, whom
you hive so honourably mentioned, certainly
will not have it in their power * to remove this
opprobrium, and to give a lustre to their native
place equal to that of any other town in these
kingdoms !” I speak on this subjeet, free from all
prejudice, apd am willing to give the most ample
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credit to the encomiums ‘which others have paid
to.these respectable individuals,- though I cannot
.go quite so far as to assert, with you, that one of
them ExceLs our BesT POETs in the chastity of her’
style and the harmony of her verse. But if any
‘three persons are destined to recover the literary
honour of a town involved in such deplorable ig-
norance as you have attributed to Reading, fhey-
ought to be giants in intellect and ia literary at-
tainments. I have not, hc;wever,' the honour of
being acquainted with the writers you have men-
tioned, or their works, having seen no more of
them than those well-written verses on the much-
lamented Sir John Moore, which appear in your
Letters.* The Rev. Mr. W. is the only literary
_ geftleman you mention ; and as he has now laid
aside the study of chymistry for that of theology,.
" may he employ “ his great learning, indefatigable:
industry, and superior abilities,” in deflending and.
propagating’ that religion of which he is now a
minister:—especially may he use his able pen in:
the defence of revealed religion from the attacks of
infidels and deists, and in silencing and chastising
such men as the Stranger in Reading, for presuming
"to write on subjects with which they are totally
unacquainted. But, Sir, is it not very strange that
you should propose to mention a few characters

* Since writing the above, I have read some of Miss M——'d’s( ’
poems, which are tindoubtedly distinguished for harmony of
verse, as well as for elegance of thought and expression..
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destined’ to -deliver the town from .its literary
- dishonour, and ‘then instantly introduce .two
authoresses, a clergyman celebrated for bota-
nical knowledge, a painter, an architect, and
a warrior,® as a list of natives of the town
who “ excel in the different departments of the
ARTS ?”~—What admirable precision !—What "ex-
cellent loglc ! ‘

I cannot conclude this subJect ‘without obserV-
ing, that you have certainly omittéd to mention
some of the principal literary characters of the
town, there being a few, at this period, whose -

" names would not disgrace a list of men of learn-
ing and talent in any age, or in any place. Had
you forgotten two reverend authors, Dr. V. ...
and his brother, who have published works which
will remain as standard books in our schools. and
universities, for ages after such a composition as
“ The Stranger in Reading” will be consigned to
Lethe ? Had you forgotten a third clergyman and
dignitaty of the church, well known in the literary
world as the author of several respectable publica-
tions, and as an editor of one of “our periodical
reviews >—Your readers will undoubtedly attribute
the omission of some names in your professed
catalogue of literati to ignorance, to prejudice,
or to some still more unworthy motive.

* Nothing is kiere intended, in the least respect, de;og.;tory"
to the ‘estimation in which these individuals are held by the in-
babitants of Reading, and the Publicingeneral. . 1+ + °

(~
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In relation to your remarks on the Corporation
of Reading, 1shall offerno animadversions. As
you have expressed so much dissatisfaction with
almost every other class of persons and things in
the borough, the members of that respectable
body will not have much’reason to complain of
your conduct towards them. Since therefore you
have, on the whole, treated them with that re-
spectful regard which should always be maintained .
towards them, perhaps it might be considered
captious on my part to notice those occasions
. on which you have presumed to lay even on
these gentlemen a few gentle lashes with your.
tensorial ﬂagellum It will undoubtedly afford
many of your readers pleasure, to observe that a
man of your sentiments should bear testimony to
their ggneral utility. C€orporations, when their
functions are faithfully and impartially discharged,
“have been fitly compared to a river. They conti-
nue communicating good. From the perpetuity
of a body corporate, it may be said of it, ’

% Lapitwy, et Igbetux, in ompe volubilis gvum.”

As the adjacent fields are fertilized by the river
from age to age, so these privileged institutions
eontimue to impart to all within their precincts
the various privileges and benefits with which they
were at ﬁrst endowed,

Yoaur obsesvatiogs on the Reprmnt«tww in
Parliament fior the borough, and the manner of
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their election, are highly erroneous. . You assert
that a seat in the House of Commons does not
cost a successful candidate less than four thousand
pounds. On this principle, after deducting the
necessary and unavoidable expenses; there must -
be at least 75004. distributed in some mode of
corruption ; though you admit it to be a mode
‘“ more palatable to the stomach of the electors.
than direct bribery.” Admitting, therefore, that -
there are 600 electors, on an average every one
maust receive 12/. 10s. either at, or after; every
election, from the successful candidates: And
as many of the electors receive nothing at ali,
.and others only occasiomally dine with their re-
presentatives; the sum must be considerably larger
in relation to a great number. If you mean that
a part of this expense runs in a channel totally
unconnected with the electors, this could no more
- be comsidered as indirect than as direct bribery;
except indeed you assert that a voter is chargeable
with corruption for giving bis suffrage to a candi-
* date who exercises any acts of beneficence towards
the borough or its inhabitants. Indeed, on your
principles, these consequences necessarily ensue:
~No elector must vote for a benefactor to the
* town~—no member must be a bene‘fztctor; for if
so, there must be immediate or oblique bribery.
Hence it incontestably follows, that however mu-
nificent may have been the conduct of a friend
or patron of the borough of Reading, such cep-
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“duct must cease the moment a person of this
‘description declares himself a candidate to
‘tepresent the' town in parliament. The fact is,
that you expect something more than a Utopian.
election. | Not only every kind of influence must
"be annihilated, but the candidate must be, like
_ yourself, at least in relation to the inhabitants of
Reading, a misanthrope.—It would be desirable.
indeed, if no undue or improper influence were
used in the election of members of parliament,
- and if every elector and candidate were actuated
_ by principles and motives free from all selfish and
'iﬁmp‘roper bias; and this, Sir, ‘will take place ‘in -
' proportion as the parties are actuated by . those
-principles against which your mind is at present
“filled with the ‘most virulent' malevolence—the
principles of Christianity. Yes, when the inha-
bitants'of this country shall in general awaken to
‘their true interests, and live under the influence
of that book, which, you say, in Reading is stu-
died more than any other—when a constant regard
‘to the Divine Being, and habitual benevolenéé to
 their fellow-creatures, shall be the motives of their
conduct—they must necessarily become’true pa-
triots. Our electors will return their representa-
. tives, and the latter will undertake their charge,
with the pure desire of benefiting their country.
As to a part of the electors annually dining with
. the representatives, it may be remarked, that the
former lay on the latter a heavy tax, from which
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they ought to be liberated; but this is not the
'principal objection to this indefensible custom.
In some instances, it becomes an occasion of glut-
tony and drunkenness; in which point of view it
must necessarily excite the lamentation of every
friend to religion and morality. But as the im-
propriety of this practice has been, on a public
occasion, universally admitted by the body of
electors at large, and a vote unanimously passed
by them for its abolition, where will an elector
hereafter be found, desirous of preserving any
consistency of character, that will presume to
support, by his example, what he has condemned
by his vote? I am happy, Sir, to join issue with
you where I can; nor am I an advocate for impro-
prieties, wherever they may be found—whether in
the- electors, the representatives, the corporation, -
the borough, societies of any kind, or individuals.
But, Sir, you seem to consider the House of Com-
mons in the same state in which’it existed when a
comrhand to a borough to elect members was the.
most disagreeable intelligence they could receive,
and when the charges of the representatives were
borne by their constituents. The weight and influ-
ence of the lower house of parliament are now so
increased, that if the electors return arepresentative
of the most pure, virtuous, and patriotic princi-
ples that can be imagined or desired, it is impos-
sible for them to do®otherwise than confer on him
2 most valuable consideration. For is it not a
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valuable consideration to every virtuous patriot,
to obtain an opportunity of promoting the welfare
of his country, and the interests of morality amd
religion? And shall such a man be charged with
bribery for exercising benevolence towards - his
constituents, and for attending to their interests ?

Your eonsidering the subscriptions of the mem-
bers to every charitable fund as a species of bri-
bery, is meost illiberal and uheharitablg. The in-
habitants in general of Reading and its vicinity
manifest no small degree of benevolence, by sub-
seriptions to funds of this kind ; and shall Messrs.
S—n and L—re be debarred from the exercise
of beneficence, because they are representatives
of the town ? Indeed, Sir, you will not persuade
many persons that this circumstance should dimi-
nish their concern to promote its interests.

Your hostility to the Literary Institution has
kere led you to make a most erroneous assertion

. —or rather, might it not be said, to fabricate a

most gross falsehood. You have asserted that it
has condescended te accept 240/ of one of the
representatives, although most of the members

_ are inimical to his interests. Nothing can be

more distant from the truth. There are many
gentlemen in the town and its vicinity, who have
taken a plurality of shares: and if one of our very
respectable members, in order to promote so pro-
mising and desirable an establishment as the Lite-
rary Institution, has taken eight, the other two,
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and his brother five, for the same purpose; they
have all in return received value to the full
amount, as the shares are not yet sunk below par,
nor is there any expectation that they will retro-
grade in price. 'Indeed, if the plan of the esta-
blishment should -answer its expected end, the
shares must necessarily increase in value. Whao -
then, besides the “ Stranger in Reading,” would
msinuate that a representative of the borough was
guilty of bribery for prometing, by a liberality
__which may neither be expensive ner inconvenient,
an institution which every friend to literature
must judge to be of high importance to the town?
Your remark that most of the members of the Li-
terary Institution are known to be inimical to the
representative who has taken efght shares, like \
many scores of your other assertions, is not a
fact; for if it should be admitted that most of
them are decidedly friendly to the other member,
it by no -means follows that they are inimical to
the former. Indéed it is well known that many
of them are not so, notwithstanding the absurd
practice that has long prevailed in the berough, of
the electors in general ranging themselves under
the banner of one candidate only—a practice that
has been carried to so ridiculous an extreme, that
on one occasion, had not the appertune decision
of the returning officer prevented, a serious debate
would have taken place, in order to determine
which of the names of the two members should
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have the precedencein the return. Unlessan elector
Judge himself obliged in conscience to support
one candidate whose interest might be endangered
by his giving a suffrage for a second, or unless
every other candidate should act in decided hosti-
lity to his political sentiments, why should he de-
prive himself of his privilege, by voting for one
representative only instead of fwo ?—This dividing
system,however,you seem desirous of encouraging,
by charging the members of the Literary Institu-.
tion, whom you denominate some of the first people
in Reading, “ with meanness and a sordid disposi-
tion,” because, being particularly in the interest
of Mr. S—n, they did not object to Mr. L—’s
taking shares, in their establishment. How many
members there are in the Society of proprietors
in the interest of either of the representatives for
the - borough, exclusively, it is not necessary. to
determine; but every person mustbe immediétely
convinced, that if the friends of one of them had
- objected to the other’s taking as many shares as
-he was disposed to do, they would have been
* guilty of an act of rude illiberality, almost equal
to yours in charging them (though.the principal
people in Reading) with a sordid disposition for
- ot making such an objéction.

According to your sentiments, not only .the
representatives, or candidates, for the borough,
but every ane of their families, must desist from

- exercising acts of benevolence towards any of
3 :
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the inhabitants of the town. Does a relation of
one of the members procure situations for suitable_
young men in the Bank of England, and thus ren-
der an important service to the emplojers and the :
employed ? This, with the Stranger to benevo-
lence, is qu‘artering‘the sons of electors on the:

Bank. Does the same amiable and beneficent

friend to his native town, provide for other young

men situations in the East or West Indies >—Does

he lend money to persons in trade at low interest? |

_ —Does he assist some tradesmen in the purchase
" of their materials>—Does he help others in the
disposal of their manufactures >—Does he distri-
bute clothes among the poor ?>—Does he regale
the children in the market-place with plum-cake?

~—Well, Sir, what follows? Because this estima-

ble character has a relation who is one of the re-
presentatives of. the borough, you stigmatize all
these acts ( for it is evident that you -wish to be
cohs’gdercd among the opponents to these chari-

ties) as * political engines contrived to deceive
those who are not aware of the snare.” But, what-

ever may be your sentiments on such conduct,
_there is no doubt that the. inhabitants of Reading
view it with approbation; nor is there any reason
to fear that a'majority of the independent voters
will not continue to exclalm, on the day of elec-
tion, ** S—n for ever !” unless indeed (here,
Sir, I am constrained to form an opinion of the
~ electors, which stands in direct opposition to
X

)
L
L
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y_our’s)—.nnlgss indeed a S—n should act in cons
stant ,hostilitx to the pplitical sentiments of his
constituents, or attempt to obtain the favour of g _
small body of the electors by means that myst ne- -
cessarily disoblige the majority; in which case,
such, T think, are the mdependence and influence
of a very considerable number of them, and such
their freedom from corruption, that not even the
benevolence of an E—d S—n would induce
them to retyrn a representative who wa,s"not 3
proper obJect of their choice. - Do not, however,
Sir, lmagme that I haye embraged the absurd and
upconstltuuonal sentiment, that a member of -

‘ parliament is uhder an gbligation to vate on al]
questlons according to the instructions of his
constituents, . When a body of electors bave
chosen their representative, they have transferred
their own legislative wisdom and power into Ais
hands, to be .employed by him on all occasions
as he shall think fit. It i is now the member’s per-
sonal qﬂ' ice, “ to advise b;s Majesty, in the great
councd of the natiop, touching certain difficult
and urgent affairs, concerning the king, and de-
fence both of the kmgdom and church of Eng, :
) ]and ” Probably, Sir, you are no such Stranger
in Readmg” as not to have heard a manly, ¢jo-
quent, and independent speech on this .subject
some time ago, by Charlcs Dundas, Esg qpe of
th¢ tpembers for this: county, to his constitugnts,
the freeholders The same squect was afterwards,

3
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with sim'ilaf independence, illustrated in the same
place, the Town-hall of Reading, by John Simeon,
Esq. one of the members for this borough. 1If a
member of parliament be indeed inattentive to
the local and particular concerns of his constitu-
ents, or if he act in his general political conduct
contrary to their sentiments, they undoubtedly
have a remedy in their power, which they can
apply at the next election. May the electors
of Reading use their suffrages with wisdom, dis-
crimination, and a patriotic regard to the best in~
terests of their country !

~ As one of the means of influence in the return
of the members, you have asserted that a  direc-
tor of the Bank of ‘England has been frequently
~ seen decorated with a'grotesque wig, a frightful
mask, and -the most ridiculous dress that can be
conceived, presiding at a club of Opp Frirows.”
This is denied on the part of the very worthy,
valuable, and excellent person you refer to, and
also of his friends: unless, therefore, you produce
authority for yoyg assertion, you will find it dif-
ficult to avoid the charge of wilful falsehoed.

1am; Sit, &c.



‘LETTER ML

SIR, .

- In your fifth letter you profess to give an
account of the different religious societies which
in times past have prevailed, and which still con-
tinue to exist, in this town. In my strictures on
your remarks, and in my own observations on ‘these
various societies, I.shall, as far as possible, in a
subsequent letter, pursue your own order. There
are, however, some things that you have taken
upon you to censure, which are altogethef uncon-
nected with any divisions in the Christian church,
and which it may be proper previously to notice.

" Allow me first, Sir, to point out the many mis-
takes you have made in your remarks on the Read-
ing Society for promoting the due observance of
the Lord’s-day, &c. You cod¥ider this Society
* as formed out of the body- of 'Methodists, or, as
you explain yourself, the congregation that wor-
ships in Castle-street Chapel. Thus you begin
with a direct untruth, there being five clergy-
men of the Church of England, the two ministers
of the principal congregations of Dissenters, and
a great number of individuals from the various -
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congregations in the town, who do not consider
_themselves as freed from the obligation. of * re-
membering the sabbath-day, to keep it holy,”

members of this Society. You have therefore

-given the congregation in Castle-street an exclu-
 sive honour, to which they have neither a right
-nor a desire to lay claim. Many respectable and

valuable characters from that body of Christians -

became members of this Society for the suppres-
sion of vice, while others among them, from prin-
ciple, declined it. You represent the Society as a
tolerated sect, acting against the members of the
Established Church. While this is an absolute
_falsehood, in relation to the Society, is it not, at

, the same time, a libel on the Established Church

and her members? For have you not heré, Sir,
classed all the sabbath-breakers in the Establish-
ment, and considered the zolerated sect asthe only
persons who pay any regard to the Lord’s-day ? But
I must check myself—you do not like the term,
Lord’s-day. . You say, the Sabbatarians* affect to
call Sqnday the Lord’s-day; and again, you assert
that the Dissenters, after the Reformation, began
to call it the Sabbath, and that since that, modern,
sectaries have gone a step further, calling it the
Lord’s-day. But have you not here libelled our

" * There are no Sabbatarians in Reading. This is a body of
Christians who observe the seventh day, or Saturday, as the
sabbath; and who are to be found pnncnpally, if not ennrely,
the Baptist denomination.
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legistators, by classing thent with seetaiies? Fo¥
do they not, in all their public acfs, universally
term Sunday zhe Lord’s- day? You farther asserf,
that. the observers of the sabbath do ot pretend
to bring any proofs from Scripture in sapport of
their system, but content themselves with quoting
obsolete acts of parliament.” The fortner part of
this assertion is an untruth, as may be séen by the
publications of the Society, #s well as' by docu-
ments which may be found in an” appendix® to
this work; while the latter part is a libel on the
Conttitation ; for is it not such, to denominate
laws which are constantly acted' upon by our ma=
~ gistrates and judges, obsolete acts of parliament?® .
' Nay, I ask whether you have not virtually libelled
- our gracious sovereign himself? For you neces-
sarily consider his proclamation as nugatory, or
class it with obsolete acts of parliament ; while
also the ridicule which you have thrown upon the
Reading Methodists for calling Sunday the Lord’s-
-day, must with equal force fall dpon'the persori
of the SovereioN oF Britain. I quote his Majesty’s
own words, and leave' my readers to ju‘dge.——-
“ We do hereby strictly enjoin and prohibit all
our loving subjects, of what degree or quality
soever, from playing on the Lord’s-day at’dice,
cards, or any other game whatsoever, either in
public or private houses, or other place or places
whatsoever; and we do hereby require and com

. % See Appendix, No. IL..
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mand them, and every of them, decently and re-
verently to attend the worship of God on the Lord’se
day, on pain of qur highest displeasure, and of be-
ing proceeded against with the utmost rigour that
g méy bebylaw.....,.. And we do hereby strictly
charge and command all our Jjudges, mayors, she-
¥iffs, justices of the peace, and all gther our officers
and ministers, both ecclesiastical and civil, and «l/
ather our subjects, to be very vigilant and strict
in the discovery and the effectual prosecution and
ﬁunislzment of all persons(who shali be guilty of
the profanation-ef the Lord’s~day. ....... and to
put in execution the statute made in the twenty-
ninth year of the reign of the late King Charles I,
intituled, An Act for the better Observation of the
Lardiydqy, ¢ommanly, called Suanday. e
and alse an act passed in the twenty-first year of
oyr rejgn, intituled, An Act for p}eventin g certaimy
Ahuses and: Profznations of the Lord’s-day, called.
Sunday.......,.”

mation, published in the year 1787, and com.
manded ta be read four times a-year ip all our
churches, is a direct refutation of your attack on.
the Reading Society, and all that you have asserted
in oppasition to it, as well 3s a most striking com-
ment on your correct and sage remarks on the
Lord's-day, &c. &c. In comsequence of this pro-
clamation, a society was formed in London, in the
yeor 1788, called the Proclgmation Seciety, for
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the purpose of enforcing it; and if it be not a
defence of the societies in general formed for the
suppression of vice, I am totally incapable of un-
derstanding the plainest language that can be
penned. . :

Will not many of your readers, when they see
your observations on the Lord’s-day, conclude
that you would have made an excellent advocate
for promoting the purpose of the revolutionary
legislators of France, when they passed a law for
abolishing the Christian sabbath, and i msntutm'r in.
its stead the-deistical decade ?

In your further remarks on the Reading Society,
you assert that informations were soon laid, and
the -offending parties fined. This is another un-
truth. - No party was.ever fined ; nor was any in-
formation ever accepted by the magistrates, or
formally laid by the members of the Society. In
a quotation, (the sense of which you have unwar-
_ rantably altered by your Italics,) ‘taken from a
letter written by the Committee to the attorney
whose integrity you so highly commend for re-
fusing to undertake the causes of the Society, you
draw an' illogical inference, and assert that"thc
passage “ evidently implies, that if, in the judg-
ment of the Society, they should think the magi-
strate remiss in his duty, it would be their duty to
remind him of it by a civil procesé.”_ You mayA
be assured, Sir, on the very best authority that
you possibly can receive on the subject, that the

. .
. Y .
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passage implied no such consequence. It was a
mere .expression of hope, that a magistrate of
Reading would never act in a manner that would
occasion such adiscyssion asthat alluded to; with-
aut any reference to the consequences. Will you,
Sir, never cease to calumniate? So far from pur-
posing to remind the magistrate of his-duty by
civil process, the Reading Society desisted from

- itsintended operations, merely because the magis -
strates in general, though npt without exceptiony
discountenanced their proceedings. .Ispeak pei-
ther by. way of defending nor of blaming the So-
ciety; but merely to state truth in opposition tq - .
error. My own sentiments undoubtedly coincide
withthose of some others, who thought that when
the magistrates manifested disapprobation towards
the plan and intentions of the Society, the latter,
without continuing to court _the positive appro-~
- bation of the former, should have continued to
exercise towards their persons and office that re-
spect which is their just due, and have brought
before them their cases for judgment. On thig
plan the Society would not so easily have failed in
their operations. Their mistake updoubtedly arose
from a too eamest desire of obtaiping the magis
" strates’ positive- apprabation and co-operation.
Could these have been pracured, ‘a desirable end
would undoubtedly have been obtained; but as
they could not, the path of the Society ought, in
my opinion, to have been according to the direc- -

: 1
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fion pointed-out in his Majesty’s proclamation.
From this statément of facts, you will see that
your pretty anecdote from the arch infidel Vol-

Ctaire’ is quite out of place :—~indeed, on your
own contlusions, it is altogether irrelevant. For
what analogy is there between the French people
judging ' that the Pope has no right to dethrone
kings, and an Englishman thinking that if a magi-
strate should refiuse to e€xecute the laws of the
land, he might be called to account for his mis-
conduct ‘in‘a hlgher court than that in which he
presxdes himself? ' *Are you ignorant, Sir; that no
tnan can transgress the laws of this’ country with
timpunity 2 Is it not a well-known. excellency in
the'British ¢onstitutiofi, that the most-exalted’ in-
dividual, next to.majesty itself, is amenable to
the law for misdemeanors >—But enough on this
SUbj'eét Let me only add, that as the solicitor
to whom the Society applied to manage their bu-
siness did not think it improper to exhibit the
letters that passed between himself and the Society
on that occasion, there can of course bé no im-
propriety in their more extensive publication, as an
appendix* to this work. The Public will then judge
for itself where the truth is to be found; and 1
hope, Sir, that, if ever you undertake to write
on the subject again, .you will be careful to state
Jacts and to use argufments.—l conclude 'my ohe

* See Appendix, No. 3.
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servations with remarking, that though the Read«
“ing Society for the Suppression of Vice may for
the present have failed in accomplishing the im-
portant and desirable objects it had in view, it
will, notwithstanding this, never become con-
temptible. May its opposers remember and weigh
an important sentence recorded in thqse §criptures
* which never have been, and which never can be,
broken:—¢ Them that honour me, I will honour;
but they that despise me shall be lightly esteemed.”
Having made a few. observations on your senti-
ments respectmg the sabbath, allow me to notlce
what you have asserted in relation to Good-Fri-
day.— We are all the children of opinion, and -
are easily led by high-sounding words. You and
I remember the time when Good-Friday was con-
sidered as a day peculmrly set apart for sports and
pastimes ; but of late years, one of our bishops-
having, at the end of nearly eighteen centuries
after the crucifixion, discovered, for the first time,
that it ought, on the contrary, to be kept ‘as a
day of fasting and prayer, the discovery was echoed
" in every quarter; the holiness of the day hassince
been annually recommended by the public func-
.tionaries, who must be allowed ta be great profi-
cients in the knowledge of the Scriptures, and
without further investigation adopted by the na-
. tion at large.” Those of your readers, Sir, who
‘are accustomed to observe days, will think that
you have here out-done all your out-doings. Who
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could have imagined it possible that he could havé
found 2 person from Berwick on Tweed to the
Land’s End, who could have mistaken Good-Pri-
day for Shrove-Tuesday # But this is actually the
case with the Stranger in Reading. ' Why, Sir,
you are thinking of the pancakes, the cock-fight-
ing, cock-tlcrowmg, and all the other carnival
enjoyments and pastimes of Shrove-Tuesday.—
You have actually transferred these virtuous, hu-
‘mane, and rational amusements from the lattet to
- the former-mentioned day ; and then raised up a
bishop'in the conclusion of the eighteenth cen-
tury to discover, for the first time; that, instead
of a day of pastime, Good-Friday ought to be
‘observed as a day of fasting and prayer. As you
sontetinies seem desirous of being considered as a
' good churchman, you cannot object to two short
‘citations frqm oné€ of the standard books of our
‘venerable establishment.
"« The Tuesday after Quinquagesima Sunday s
~generally called Shrove-Tuesday, a name given it
:from the old Saxon words skrive, or shrove, which
in that language signifies to confess ; it being a
‘constant custom amongst the Roman-Catholics to
confess their sins on that day, in order to receive -
‘the blessed sacrament, and thereby qualify themi-
" -selves for 2 more religious observation of the ho!y :
Lent immediately ensuing. But this, in process of -
time, was turned into a custom of invitations, and
. taking thexr leave of fesh and other duinties, and
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afterwards, by degrees, into spor¢sand merriments,
whnch still in that church make up the whole busi-
ness of the Carnival.
Good-Friday received its name e from the blessed
effects of our Saviour’s sufferings, which are the
ground of all our joy, and from those unspeak-

. able coop things, he hath purchased for ns'by

his death, whereby the blessed Jesus made expia-
tion for the sins of the whole world, and by the
shedding his own blood vbtained eternal redemp-
tlon for us.* .

.* The commemotation of our Saviour’s suffer-
ings hath been kept from the very first ages of

Christianity, and was always observed as a day of

the strictest fasting and humiliation ; not that

the grief and affliction they then expressed did

arise from the loss they sustained, but from a sense

_of the guilt of the sins of the whole world, which

dréw upon our blesied Redeemeér that pamful and
ibﬂmefnl death of the cross."* :

wg,. Iam, Sir, &e.
F ]

-~

“Le See Muuwm :
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LETTER IV.

sm, 1 . o ' '\ ( (9

. I rnoczxn to oﬁ}er some ammadversxons
on the principa] topics of your- ﬁfth letter which,
in the judgment of every one who has any know-

- ledge of the subjects you have attempted to dis-

cuss, must be considered as a compound-of-error,
ignorance, misrepresentation, .falsehood, and ma-
levolence. You may startle, Sir, at 'such a charge ;
but a simple exhibition of the truth will substan-
tiate it.

. In attempfing to offer strictures on your re-
marks concerning the different sects and divisions
of religion which have obtained in times past, and
which still continue to prevail, in this town, I
am at a loss to know ‘how to begin. _Your mis-

takes, your misrepresentations, your sophistical

arguments, and your false charges, are so uncom-
monly numerous, that it may safely be asserted,

. that in many of your pages and paragraphs thev.

abound in a quintuple proportion to your sen-

tences. Many particulars therefore must be omit- -

ted, and others only slightly noticed. :
You first speak-of the sects which subsxsted in
8 7
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the middle'of the seventeenth century, respectmg
which I'shall have but little to remark. Sectari-
anism was the fault of those times. The standard
of conformity in the Establishment being dispensed
with, ministers of various denominations obtairied
the benefices and church-livings, many of which
were filled by Presbyterians and Independents,
Perhaps the famous Simon Ford, vicar of St. Law-
rence’s, was one of the two last-mentioned deno-
minations, while the rector of Bradfield might be
some tippling, immoral, or profane parson, whom
he chose to describe as a blasphemer. But I
_ merely hazard a conjecture, without 'consultmg
any documents, or making any inquiries. At all
events, if the rector of Bradfield wasa blasphemer, - '
the vicar of St. Lawrence’s was most’ assuredly an

enthusiast, or he would not’ have believed thaf

the Devil was as wisibly familiar 'in the rector’s

house as any one of the family.—But, Sir, while

we lament the abuses that prevailed in the church

diiring the Protectorate, let us not suffer our pre-

judices to carry us beyond the boundaries of truth.

The age you refer to, produced men who were

ethinent luminaries in the Christian church, who

would have been an honour to her at any period,

who being dead yet speak, and whose works will

be read and admired, and continue to instruct and

edify, for ages and centuries to come.—God be

praised for that host of able, faithful, orthodox,

and truly evangelical ministers, which he was

L4
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pleased to raise up in this country in the seyen-.
teenth century !

“ Among the sectaries of the present day,” you
say, “ may be numbered the Methodists, Calvin-
ists, Baptists, Universalists, Quakers, Sande-.
sonians, [ Sundemanians,] and a variety of scions, oL
. under variqus denominations, springing out of

that seminary of fanaticism—Methodism.”—This
list is very incorrect, and your subsequent account.
of the different societies extremely erroneous. It
is my intentian, therefore, to give you a correct,
account of the various denominatiens which exist,
in the. town at the present: periad, and to pomt
out the numgrous errors into which you have
fallen concerning them. I do not, howcvér, in,
all respects, intend to be an apol.oglst for the va-
rious separatigts from the Estabhshment but wlule
I shall deliver my sentiments with 1mpamahty and,
;ndependence as a decided friend to. the Church,
of England, I hope to speak of all these who dis-,
sent from it in any manner, with that candour,
rgspect, and Christian affection, which I am con=
fident the great majority of them merit, and which:
they ought to receive from every one possessing
the smallest portion. of benevolence, who chaoses -
to make them the subjeat of his observations. ..

Yau first- begin with the Methodists; buf as youw
are unacquainted with this denomination.of Chris«
tians in. toto, 1 shall first give you a brief account
of the Mathodists in gencral, and afterwards add

i
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4 few remarks concernmg the Methodists of
Reading.

" The Methodists recewed their origin in the year
1729, at Oxford, from Messrs. John and Charles
Wesley, and .a Mr. Morgan, who used to spend-
evenings together to read the best book that ever

. had. existence—the Greek Testament. Shortly
they were joined by a few others; and after some

time they began to visit the sick in different parts
of ‘the town, and the prisoners in the castle. In
. -the year 1734, the celebrated George Whitfield,
then in his eighteenth year, united himself to
them, as the pious Hervey had previously done.
They now amounted to about fourteen in num-
ber, and first had their name 1mposed on them
from the order and regu]arxty of their lives. The
' exact method in which they disposed of each hour
occasioned a young gentleman of Christ-church
to say, “ Here is a new sect of Methodists sprung
up;” alluding to a sect of ancient physicians,
who were so called because they reduced the
whole healing art to a few common principles,
and brought it into some method and order.—In '
this year, the two Wesleys, with some of their
associates, embarked for Georgia, in North Ame-
rica, in order to preach the gospel to the Indians.

After they returned, Mr. Whitfield likewise went to

America. Subsequent to his return to England,
the Methodists began openly to disagree in respect
to doctrines. Mr. Whitfield declared his full as-

v X
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sent fo the sentiments of Calvin, as explained. in
his book of Institutes. Mr. Wesley, on the con-
trary, professed the doctrines of Arminius, and
had printed in favour of universal redemption,
and perfection; and against election, which
Mr. Whitfield ,bé}ievgd to be scriptural. Thé
difference of sentiment between these two extra-
ordinary characters caused a separation between
them and their followers, which has continued to
this day. It would be uninteresting to you, Sir,
for me to enter into these differences of sentiment
between the founders of Methodism :—if this were
the proper oppommity for statmg and supporting
my own opinion, I should -illustrate my accord-
ance with those who believe that the doctrines
embraced by Mr. Whitfield are more consonant to
the Scriptures and to the Church of England, ex-
‘cepf, perhaps, on the subject of redemption, with .
a few slight shades on one of the other five points
~ of difference. ‘

The founders of Methodism have certainly been
eventually the occasion of an extensive separation
from"the Established Church. Separations in the
church, abstractedly considered, are undoubtedly
evils much to be lamented. To enter into the
nature, causes, effects, and cure, of the divisions
which Methodism has océasioned, would be im-
proper 4t present. But let me remind you of the
good cffects which have evidently resulted from -
it. In the estimation of those who appear to be
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the most-proper judges, the Methodists were cer-
tainly the primary and principal instruments in
producing.a revival of religion in the last century,
superior to any thing that has taken place since

the Reformation. Thousands, hundreds of thou-

~ sands, have by them been called from the paths

of ignorance and of viee to walk in the ways of
peace and holiness, or, to speak in language that
perhaps you will better understand, have become
enlightened and useful members of society; raised

~ds much above their former state in the scale of
-usefulness, intelligence, and morality, as a serious

and well-informed labourer or manufacturer in

" the borough of Reading ranks above the degraded

Hottentot of Caffraria. Through the zeal and
piety of the Methodists, the dissenting congrega-
tions have undergone a considerable change for
the better; they have become more evangelical,
more liberal in their sentiments towards other de-
nominations of Christians, and their mode of
preaching has been greatly improved. . The influ-
ence, the example, the preaching, and the writ-
ings of the Methodists, and the controversies

‘which - they have been the occasion of pro-

ducing, may undoubtedly be considered among
some of the principal causes of that favourable

alteration in thé Established Church—a strain of

. preaching in the clergy in general much more

evangelical than that which had previously pre-

- vailed; and on the part of many of them, a com-
: . ’ , e

~
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plete return to the plain doctrines of the Bible;
the Reformation, and the national Establishment,
The Christian church has seldom produced twa
such men as John Wesley and George Whitfield.
The latter, after crossing the Atlantic Ocean thir-
teen times, finished his labour and his life toge-
ther on'the American continent; and the day of
‘judgment alone will discover. how many souls he
was made the instrument of converting from sin
to holiness, and from the power of Satan unta
God.—You. have graced your pages, Sir, with
some poetry in honour of 3 warrior* “ who has
left to mankind a waMe, at the sound of whlch
in every succeedinig age, the heart of the patnot
will throb—when tyrants shall bave ceased tq
reign, and when the world shall have awakened
to truth, to victory, and to freedom.” .I shall '
enrich mine with an eulogy by one of the most
celebrated of modern poets, on the man, who,
though like Paul considered while living as the
filth and offscouring of all things,” will be revered -
by posterity as the principal instrument in his day
employed by the hand of Omnipotence in reco-
vering a ¢ world lying in wickedness” to that
“ knowledge of God which is destined to coyex-
the earth as the waters cover the sea.”
¢ LeucoNomus + (beneath well-sounding Greek -
I slur a name a poet must not speak)
Stood pilloried on Infamy’s high stage, °
And bore the pelting scorn of half an age,—

* Sir John Moore.  + From Awnes }W_u'k, and Nowos a Eehf.




* The very butt of Blander, and the blgt - -~ o .
For ev'ry dart that Malice ever shot ! oy g
The man ‘that mention'd him at once dismiss'd

| mercy from his Tps, and sneer 'd and hiss'd; -
His crimes were such as Sodom never knew, -

- And Perjury stood up to swear all true;

. Hqs aim was mischief, and his zeal pretence,
"His speech rebellion agamst common senge:
A knave, when try’d on Honesty’s plain rule,—

- And when by that of Reason, a mere fool. ’
The world's best comfort was, his doom was pass'd—
Die when he might, he must be damn’d at last !

o« Now, Truth perform thine office; waft ande
‘The curtain drawn by Prejudice and Pride;;

‘Reveal (the man is dead) to wond'ring eyes -

. ‘This more than monster, in his proper guise.

" ¢ He lovd the world that’ bated him: the tear

* That dropp'd updn his'Bible was sincere. S
~ Assail'd. by’ Scandal and the tongue of Strife, -
I;hson]y answer was;—a blameless life! .

~ And he that forg'd, and he that threw the dart,

"Hlad each a brother's int'rest in his heart! -

" « Paul's love of Christ, and steadiness unbrib'd,

. Were copy’d close ip him, and well transcrib'd.

-He followed Paul,—his zeal a kindred ﬂame,

" His apostolic chanty the same! ‘

Like him, cross'd cheerfully tempestuous seas, *

- Forsakihg couotry, kindred, friends, and ease;

. Like hm; bg labous’d ; and, hkg him,. content -

' ';‘o bear it, suffer'd shame where er he went.

<'Blush, Calumny’ and write upon his. tomb,
If honest Eulogy gan spare thee room,

: Thy deep répentance of thy thousand lies,

. Which, ajm'd at him, have pierc'd th’ offended skies ;
And say, ¢ Blot out my sin, confess'd, deplor'd
¢ Against | thme :mage in thy saint, O'Lord !’

But to return to the Methodists. It would an-
swer no important purpose were [ to enter far into
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their history and present state: 1 shall therefore
be as brief as possible in my remaining remarks.
Mr. Wesley, who exercised a most extraordinary
power among bis people, objected to their open-
ing their meeting-houses during church hours, nor
would he consent that the travelling preachers
should administer the sacraments. The people
therefore in gemeral continued to receive these
ordinances in the Establishment, of which it was
certainly his intention that they should. continue
professed members. After his death, however,
" the founder’s plan was not satisfactory to many of
the preachers and people. Divisions, therefore,

were taking place, when several of their respecta-

ble preachers came forward, and by their writings,

which they circulated through the connexion,

paved the way for a pacification; by which it was

stipulated, that in every place where a three-fold

majority of ‘the class-leaders, stewards; and trustees,

desired it, the people should have preaching in

church hours, and the sacraments of baptism and

the Lord’s:supper administered to them by their

own ministers. The new plan, I believé, is now

generally adopted, by which alteration, about

200,000 persons have relinquished their former

professed attachment to the Establishment, are

entirely separated from its bosom, and are become
as regular a body of dissenters as those of any

other denominations.
The Calvinistic Methodists are not embodied
3
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as the Arminians are ; nor are they by any méans

under so orderly a discipline. They consist of
~ separate and unconnected congregations, in which
respect they are independénts. In some of their
chapels the Liturgy of the Church of England is
used. '.Whén a minister who is a conscientious
dissenter from the Establiskment chooses to use
the Liturgy, or any part of the Liturgy, of the na-
tional church, no valid reason whatever can be
assigned why he'should be prohibited or censured..
Wherefore shoyld dissenters from the Church of
‘England be blamed for retaining and using what,
they may consider as her excellencies? Would
there not be the same reason for holding up our
own church as an object of censure for retaining
much that was excellent and unobjectionable in
the church from which she conscientiously sepa-
rated? But the practice which prevails, in some
of the congregations of this denomination, of

dressing up a layman, who has not the least claim -

to the ministerial character, in the habiliments of
a clergyman, and placing him"in the desk, and

_ sometimes at the Lord’s table, to perform services, -

in some parts of which & deaeon of the church is
considered unqualified to engage, is highly repre-

‘ hensible. Sl}buld any one, into whose hands these -

Letters' may fall, judge differently from me on this
subject, I would ask, Where could a clergyman,
where could a minister of any denomination of
dissenters, be found, who would not censure such

e ]
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a practice, were hedisposed to speak his sentnments
withou reservg # The plans of some of these con-
gregations likewise have a tendency totally to an-
pihilate the pastoral office. Such.are spme of the
faults of Methodism, which, with all its peculiari-
ties, like many othgr things, will probably have
its day, and expire. .Some of the doctrines of the
Arminians are, in my opinion, too defective and
antiscriptural, and the order and discipline of the
Calvinists are too lax and deficient, to remain in -
the better days of the church, when religious know-

ledge shall be increased, and when the visible .

church will again return nearer to that unity in
doctrine, discipline, and worship, which prevalled
in the primitive ages. \
There is another class of Methodists, Calvinistic,
in their doctrinal sentiments, which was formed
and patronised by the late pious and excellent
Lady Huntingdon. These use the Liturgy of the
. Established Church, and, in imitation of the na-
tional clergy, wear the surplice, gown, and band;
~ but I believe their ministers are always previously
ordained, and that by far the greater part of them
. have studied at their college.
~ Thus you see, Sir, (for I wish you to be better
’ acquainted with the subjects on which you ' have
written, ) that the Methodists are divided into three
grand classes. In addition to which, you know,
it is common for many persons to call those Me-
thodists, both clergy and laity of the Church of
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* England, who embrace the doctrines of the Re:
formation as taught in the Thirty-nine Articles,
though they do not separate from the. church
either in doctrine or in discipline ; to which it
may be added, that others give the name to every
‘one_whom they judge to have 2 little more refi-
gion than themselves, or indeed whom they dis-
¢over te be im good earnest on the subject. There
is no deubt, Sir, but you include every class above
mentioned in the terme Mecthedisss. It'ts evident,
however, that you are eqmally unaequainted with
the English Methodists as you are with the Greek
and Roman Dramatists. This reminds me, Sir,
- that, through a mistake, in my first letter, I neg-
lected to rep]y to one of your, assertions on the
subject of the Roman theatricals, which I shall
therefore take the liberty to confute here. You
assert that the inhabitants of Rome, more austere
than the Greeks, were indebted for a great part of
their morality and civilization to theatrical exhi-
bitions. This is a gross mistake. The Romans
had arrived at the zenith of their civilization, in
the proper sense of the word, before plays were
introduced. Livius Andronicus was the first Ro-
man who conceived the design of making come-
dies and tragedies, in imitation of the Greeks;
about 514 years after the building of the city.
This design was afterwards improved by Plautus,
and finally received its highest perfection from
the pen of Terence, who died about 600 years.
L
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after the city was founded. But you say that
Rome was indebted to the theatre for a great part
of her morality and civilization. Do you mean
that this assertion is to be understaod by the rule
of reverse, or are you ignorant of the history.of
Rome ?—Rome, Sir, was a virtuous city for many
centuries, and she remained so while theatres were
unknown ; but after plays were introduced, ta
whatever cause the fact is to be ascribed, her aus-
terity, her virtue, her morality, began to decline;
and her civilization to degenerate into dissipation
and luxury, 7 |

T am, Sir, &c.
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.© LETTER A

SIR, ’
. Having in my last letter given some
‘brief account of the Methodists in general, Ishall
now proceed to take sonie notice of the Method-
“ists of Reading, who are the most prominent ob-
jects in the animadversions of your publication. -
By the Methodists of Reading, it is evident that
you intend principally, though not exclusively,
the congregation worshipping in the chapel in -
Castle-street. But whatever ' this congregation
- may now be denominated, it is a fact’ well known
by every one who is acquainted with their history,
that they received not their origin from either of
the three -classes of Methodists before noticed;
but from ministers of the Established Church, in
all respects regular, orthodox, and conscientiously
attached to its discipline as well as to its doctrines-
You are not unacquainted, Sir, that there has
been for a considerable time in the Established
Church an increasing body of ‘ministers denomi-
nated Evangelical. Whether they have assumed
this distinction, or whether it has been given them
by others, it is unnecessary for me to inquire. It
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is an unhappy circumstance, that the sentiments
and practice of any should have rendered such a
distinction as this necessary; for certainly every
minister' ought to be evangelical. The original
commission delivered to the apostles of Christ

" was, to preach the gospel, or evangelium. The

commission given to every minister of the national
church, by the bishop, at his ordination, runs in -
the same words; and’ wee be to that minister,
whoever he be, who does not preach the gospel.
'If, then, Sir, you were to inquire what is the dif-
ference between evangelical ministers and others,
1 would bring the distinction to one single poinit,
‘and answer, The former preach “ redemption
through the blood of Jesus, even the forgiveness
of sins,” which I'consider to be thé special reason
why the gespel is so denominated, literally signi- -
fying good ‘uews, or a good message. And were
I to be more particular, I would say, They make
‘the prominent and fundamental doctrines of re-
velation, as summed up in the articles of our
church, the foundation- of all their preaching.
These they deliver with all plainness, fidelity, and .
affection. - They consider man, in consequence -
-o_f . his fall, as involved in a state of sin, misery,
and ruin. Hence they insist upon the necessity
-of his being born again, and made a new creature,
before he can enter into the kingdom of heaven.
This was the esséntial dectrine of revelation with
which our Lord began his important discourse
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with Nicodemus. They shew that there is no sal-

vation .by the law, because it requires perfect
obedience, without making allowance for the least
defect : and therefore that every human being to

whom the gospel is offered, and who does not flee
for refuge to the grace which it exhibits, must
-remain under the curse and condemnation of the
holy law for not conforming to it. They shew,
moreover, that a perfect and complete salvation
is bestowed on all those that believe in Jesus Christ,
through his obedience unto death, as the Redeemer
of alost world. But thgy always exhibit faith
rather as an ¢fficacious principle, than as a mere
notion :—a principle that works by love, purifies -
-the heart, and overcomes the world. Hence they
insist on the necessity of sanctification, as an in-
dispensable branch of that salvation which they
preach, constantly maintaining that ‘‘ without ho-
liness no man shall see the Lord.” These, Sir, are
the doctrines of Scripture, and of the Established
Church—-these are the doctrines preached by the
apostles of our Loid, and by all his true ministers
-’in every age, as well as by those who, in the .
present time, are usually denominated evangeli-
cal. But when I-speak of evangelical clergymen, -
let it not be imagined that I consider all others as

heterodox in sentiment, or immoral in practice.
~ 1 bave occasionally heard orthodox sermons; as
well as observed excellent conduct, from clergy-

(
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mien, who do not decidedly join the ranks of the
. corps to which I am here alluding.

It pleased God about forty years ago to send an
eminently faithful servant to one of the churches
in this town—the reverend and venerable Mr. Tal-

_bot, a man whose memory is still cherished with
the greatest affection by those ‘who attended his
“ministry. The gospel he preached was accompa-
nied by the sacred energy of the Holy Spirit, and
hence it became the power of God to the salvation
.of many of his hearers. But this excellent minis-
ter soon finished his work, and was called to re-
ceive his reward. After the decease of Mr. Talbot,
he was succeeded in St. Giles’s church by the ho-
nourable and reverend William Bromley Cadogan,
who came to the church in no smafl degree. pre-
judiced against those doctrines which had been so
affectionately and successfully preached by his:
predecessor. But Mr. -Cadogan had the fear of
God upon his mind, and was truly anxious to
profit the people committed to his charge. He
was desirous of doing the will of God; and «if
any man will do his will,” said the Redeemer of
the world, *“ he shall know of the doctrine whe-
ther it be of God, or whether I speak of myself.”'
Never was this text more strikingly illustrated. In
the space of three or four .years, Mr. Cadogan
preached the same doctrines with the same fidelity,
zeal, earnestness, affection, and success, which had
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characterized the ministry. of the preceding vicar.
* After something more than twenty years’ laborious
exertions, his Master, whom he served and loved,
was pleased to address him in the midst of his
employment and of his usefulness—* Well done,
good and faithful servant; come up hither—rest
from thy labours—enter into the joy of thy Lord
~—thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will
make thee ruler over many things.” He obeys the
call; and the large flock he was accustomed, as a
provident and faithful shepherd, to lead into the

pastures of evangelical doctrine, and who knew '

his voice and followed him, are left as sheep with-
out a shepherd.
~ Allow me now, Sir, to make a few remarks on .
that extensive secession from  the - Established
‘Church,_which .took place in Reading: after the
 death of this excellent minister, by which she lost
some hundreds of members, many of whom, in
the judgment of the candid and unprejudiced, paid
as much respect, and did as much honour, to their
‘venerable mother, ‘as any children she ever fos-
tered, and ,ivbo, previously to their taking.this
step, were reckoned among her most faithful sons.
The secession of which I am speaking ought not
10 be culpably imputed to the ministry of the two
-vicars of St. Giles’s. It was, indeed, the eventual
consequence of it; but the b/ame must be traced
to another cause. The evangelical ministers in-
general are much attached to the copstitution, as
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well as to the doctrines, of the ’church,they'serve :
and this was particularly the case with the reverend
gentlemen of w;hom Iam speaking. Such indeed
was their attachment to the Establishment, that.if
while living they could have foreseen the separa-
tion of so large a body of their hearers as after
wards left the church, it would have filled them
with the most pungent grief. Not' that it is in-
ferred ‘that, in whatever degree they might have
lamented such a separation, they could be sup-
posed to have wished their cangregation to have
attended the walls of a church where those doc-
'trines were not preached which they considered
as essential to men’s eternal felicity, If there are
any ministers who believe that the * gospel is the
power of God to salvation,” and yet think that the
ministry of the gospel may be bartered for the
externals of ‘the purest church in existence, they
are influenced by a casuistry which I have hitherto
been totally unable to comprehend, '
: But how did the congregatian at St, Giles's act
“on the vemoval of their beloved pastar? - They
used all their influence to procure a minister of
the same mind; and had they succeeded, their
success would have been the means of preventing
a large body of the inhabitants of Reading from
_quitting the pale of the nationak church, But alas,
~ they failed. Their efforts for procuring a suceessor
" to the vicarage of the same sentiments with. the
two preceding ones being rendered abortive, they
. - -3 '
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attempted to obtain the nomination of a curate 6t
lecturer:in any -one of the churches, who would
preach the same doctrines which had led them dut
of darkness into light;-but in this likewise they.
were foiled. In short, they were evidently con-
sidered by some as a set of misguided enthusiasts,
‘who, having lost their deluded leaders, would
soon hbe scattered and come to nought. Others
seemed to imagine that many of .them might now,
be led back to the sentiments they held, and.to
the practices they followed, when, though mem-
bers externally of one of the best constituted
churches, they lived without God, without Christ,
and without hope,. in the .wq;;ld. . But to argue
thys with, men. in their -circumstances, would: be
like an attempt to persuade a blind man, who had
been restored to-sight by a physical operation,
that he could see no more than he did before, or '
at least that the objects of sight were so illusively
or falsely exhibited before him, that it would be
much to his advantage to undergo a second ope-
ration, to reduce him to his former state. . These
men, Sir, (coulc,i say, “ Once we were blind, but
now we see.” Their eyes had been opened by him
whose office it was to restore the blind to sxght. ;
In short, the gospel to them was not a matter of
speculation : it had been made effectual to lead
them to the knowledge and the love of the Re-
deemer. You know, Sir, their disappointment
M
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when all thelt schemtes were frdétmteJ and you '
ate’ well acquamted with what followed. - The:
chapél in Castle streét was"eérected, and pérhaps
a-thousand membets of the church seceded frort
her pale and her wdi'shlp “But whs their conduct
reptehentle ? Truly, I think not; for however
dttached to thé' Established Churcb I shodld un-
',doubtéd]y cotisider it my duty to quit hef ‘walls,
Whete her i‘dndamental doctrihes, as coitairied in
Keér ‘artlc]e*sr hothilies, ahd Htargy, are tiot' frithe
fully 2 and ehfnbst'iy preathed from the pulpit. The
Ho‘ly Spmt wilt: sanctloﬁ ﬁt‘)thmtr but the truﬂt
with his: bles31Hg, ahd' the pr’ed“chmcr of the truth’
his: Yeen e grhh‘d {nstruibnt which iii alf age&
RE Has madé vse of for {hé tonversion of sinnerd
dnd the elification’ of'thé" cHurtH:i- Bet ¥ riand
W~ poisdéy”the féar! bf God;’who' dédires to
kRov the * trirth, ‘ail to"ToMow’ Chirist, detérmine
whethet of %ot ¥ can, tonscientid sabod, ' vesigh

| e eweritiil dbtrines ST HeTh@on for the dxte

nik of thé plivest chirfch’ ini' ‘exisfetica! Ut
Yéss 4n Objectdr can asiért thitHe dnght o db
this, let hith not ¢onderin’ those whd, ‘n somé
occasions, consider themselves as under the fefes:
sity of dissétiting frofh the’ Establishment. et
such objéctdrs consider the followm g passage ﬁ'ohi
the works of a well-known fearned an‘d pious lay-
~ man, who holds a high'office under government,
whose works delight and. edify « tlie-church of
‘ 4
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Gad,” and whose attachment to our constitution,
in church and state, requires no testimony from
any individual : —

“"Much has been said of late on the subject of

schism. . ....... But those are the worst schis- '

matics, the real and most dangerous dissenters
from the doctrine, and the greatest disgrace to the
,dlsclphne, of the Church of England, who, while
they profess to be its ministers and members, do
most strenupusly contradict, by evil life or hete-
rodox principles, the fundamentals of the Chris-
tian religion, and pervert the true end and pur-
pose for which our own, or indeed any other,
Establishment was protected by secular laws. . . -

... [Itis with a very ill grace, therefore, that
ministers of this stamp ‘complain of the increase

of dissenters. For, though unity is certainly a -

most desirable thing, there can be no real or sin-
cere unity without the bond of truth. This anly

can influence the heart into the love of God, and”
the life into goodness and usefulness among men,

. To insist therefore upon religious ynity with
worldly, graceless, ungodly men, is almost gs
- strange, as an amalgamation of fire and water, or
the attempt to form an indissoluble texture by a
rope of sand. The true way to reduce sects and
parties, is to exceed them in all zeal and duty;
or as a bishop of our church once recommended
to a complainant against dissenters, to ¢ out-preach
“them, out-pray them, opt-live them This would -
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‘veclaim many, and prevent, under God, that
much to be feared dissolution of our ecclesiastical
state, which ungodly men in the church, and un-
principled men out of it, are hastening on, as fast
as in them lies, and, in some :instances,’ with a
“kind of wicked and malignant joy.—I say all this
‘with the deepest concern ; because I will yield to
‘'no man in zealous attachment to our constntuuon
both of church and state.”*
. Indeed, Sir, T am convinced that nine tenths
“of the families in this country, who are now dis-
‘senters, have become so during the last fifty years, -
“for no other reason than the want of the unadul-
terited gospel in our churches. Let the ministers
of the Establishment, who are inquiring into the
causes of the increase of dissenters, and who
are in the habit of complaining most on the sub-
ject, consider this fact. And before they cast
severe and- illiberal. reflections on their brethren
who are more zealous as well as more evangelical’
" - than themselves, let them examine the effects' of
their own ministry. = If they have never been the
instruments of leading sinners “ out of darkness
into light, and from the power of Satan unto
~“God,” would it not be wise in them, before they
condemn others, to inquire whether there may
‘not be something essentlally wrong in their own
- ministry ?

Y Beea WOl’k @ﬁthd ¢ Charis,™ pages ll?b.-lﬂl,.
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' Do not imagine, Sir, that I purpose to apolo-.
gize for all the plans of the congregation in Castle-

‘street since- their secession. I have no doubt but

some of them'are liable to serious and - weighty
objections; but I decline stating them here. It
would undoubtedly afford the friends of the Esta-

“blishment much pleasure to see the handsome and

commodious chapel in Castle-street placed under

‘episcopal jurisdiction. Let its patronage be placed

in the hands of the trustees and their successors,
let measures be adopted to prevent the deteriora-

‘tion of the vicarage of St. Mary’s; let the trustees

choose a minister they approve; and thus the
congregation will be benefitéd, hundreds will be

‘restored to the bosom of the Establishment, its

friends will again be united, and that increase of

- "djssenters, which must necessarily occur if the

chapel be continued on the present plan, will be.
prevented. Let us look at the subject in another
point ofiview. Let the chapel remain as a place
of secession—Iet the gospel be excluded from all -
the churches—and what is the consequence? Four
fifths, or perhaps nine tenths, of those inhabitants
of Reading who attend any place of worship, will
instantly become dissenters of ‘one class or another.

"Your calculation then, Sn', in relatnon to the

number of separatists, will be much-more correct .

“than it is at present.

In consequence of the rapid and constant in-
crease of dissenters; many persons are trembling

- .t . - ~ .
N T RS-,
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fot the fate of epxscopacy No fears howevev on
~ shis head torment me, as I am myself satisfied that
sepiscopacy will remain as long as that church exists
against which the gates of hell shall never prevail.
Jndeed so. cordial a friend am I to this order of
church gavernment, that I confess myself in the
mumper of those who would rejoice to sge our
bishops in this couptry augmented in a ten or

.

wenty-fald proportion. The clergy of the Scotch-

episcopalian church are decimated for-the episco-
pal function, and Bishop Horne thought that the
Jmost scripturally constituted church of any one
that is at present in existence.
. Having made these ohservations on the Method-
_ ists of Reading, I shall naow offer a few strictures
«an what you have asserted.conéerning them.
You.describe their preachers as “ ignorant me-
«chanics,” and consider their preaching as ranting.

Did you, Sir, ever attend their preaching? If )

_aot, you may be assured, without making any
-apolagy -for the manner or peculiar‘expressions of
some of the ministers who visit the chapel, that
-they occasionally have others who would be ne
idisgrace to any pulpit, and some of whom are
ranked by the general body of .dissenters in the
, Jighest class of modern preachers, These are too
vwell knownin Reading, and in the metropolis, aswell

as in many other places, to have their pulpit-talents

.depreciated by the animadversions of a Stranpger.

¥Yop inform yoyr friend that “ two thirds of
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the inhabitants 6f Reading have withdrawn from -

~the established churches.” This is a vety' incor-’

rect ‘tatement; atid you would do well, Sir, to

_ recti!’y your judgment by an aitendance on the

f ‘ dlﬂ"erent placés of worship.  You would then ﬁndr

) in ohe of our ¢hurches, on the Sabbath morning,

E congreoatnon ekceedinor in number that of any

twd dlSSéntlITO' places in the town ; and, omitting

dhie 'chapél in" Castle-street, probably equal; of
nearly so," to all the meeting-houses unitedly. - )
" 1n speaking of the umbers that attend the cha-
pel-worshlp, you Eave sald that, « the roads om
thie gunday mornmgs are thronged with taxed
carts from “the nelghbourmg villages, in open
vxoianbn of that Sabbath which, in other respects,

ﬂley z}ﬂ‘ect to keep with so much sanctlfy

D6’ you; Sir; senously thmk there are ten taxed
carts, w}ucﬂ entér ’Readmg on the Lord’s- day, for
the plli'f)ose of attending the finé or ten different
: - Places which are then Gpen for public wotship #
It is highly probable that. there are fewer than
more. -Biit yott throhg the roads with these ve-
" hicles ; and say the unholy Methodists act thus in
open violation of the Sabbath. Why, Sir, you
~ are here become a more rigid Sabbatarian, to use
the word in your own sense, than the Methodist
himself. In the next page, however, you change
your tone ; and, as it appears by your animadver-
sions on the Reading Society for the Suppression
| ' of Vice, you have no objection to the opening of

—~ . - - ke A v ol — S
I~ ot UL - * ST -EP" W G YN PEPURSSENE SL e - .



~ shops and the traffic of business, as on other d\dys,

—ryou think there is nothing wrong in suffering
droves of cattle to pass through the heart of the
town on the Sabbath morning for the next day’s

' market at Loddon Bndge-—you are not displeased

“with the loaded wagons which are frequently-
passing on the public roads, in defiance of all law,
‘human and divine—you do not complain of the.
many over-loaded coaches, ‘and the thousands of
persons who are profaning the Sabbath by travel-,
ling for business or pleasure !—Here, howbver;
you probably reply to me— Well—but have,
, you not .understanding to discover that in the
former instance they are Methodists who are go-
i})g to publicworship, .and who are driving their
carts for this purpose in open wiolation of the.
Sabbath; whereas in the latter they are all exem-
plary members of society, adhering to the Esta-

‘  blished Church. Cannot you discriminate ?”—

O Sir, I crave your pardon-h-I see, the case ,i:'
gltered! »

) Tam, Sir, &c.

f
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LETTER VI

SIR,

I suars begin this letter with the most ’
difficult and important part of my work, that of
administering reproof for your having ‘presump-“'
tuously and awfully ridiculed some of the essentlal

_doctrines of revelation. The first which you men- -

tion, are, the divine grace and the new bzrtlz,

_ marked in your usual ironical mode.  But before

I enter on the defence and explanation of particu-
lar passages, I shall make a.few observations in
general on the subject of your turning into ridi~ -
cile the word of the Bressep Gob. The Scriptures
were indited by the Holy Spirit; for holy men spake '
as they were moved by his agency.  In ridiculing
the Scriptures, therefore, you ridicule the Holy
Spirit who is the Author of them. Let us with
seriousness open the volume of inspiration. Let
us tarn to the testimony it contains of one of the
conversations of the Son of God. He is arguing
with his opposers—with those who had attributed
his wonderful and beneficent “miracles to the
agency of the evil spirit.— Wherefore, I say
unto you, All sins shall be forgiven unto the sons
N
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of men, and blasphemies wherewith soever they
shall blaspheme; but the blasphemy against the
Holy Ghost shall not bg forgiven unto men. And
whosoever speaketh a word against the Son of
man, it shall be forgiven him ; but whoso speaketh
against the Holy Ghost, it shall not be forgiven
him, neither in this world, neither in the world
to come—he hath never fofgiveness but is in
d;ngsr qf etel;nal damnanon ”4 These_ tremen-

ur Lor,d have, bqq:n considered

to be upderstood hut they

~

than has been generally ima- .

Jesus, befor¢ he. spake these
stmw out devils ﬁ;om some
ed of these mahgnant spirits;
fested hls com(passlon towards
ed a proof of his authority.

Svur uvya | wuua ....orded a demonstratlon\ of hig, . .

mlssmn from God But the Scribes and Phansees,
mstwated by mallce, and blinded by prejudice,
nnputed his’ miracles to a confedera(;y wijth, the
' Devxl,.—How d.ui the comgqglonate Saviopr of
merll act on thls occasnon? He condesqendpd

ly to reason w;th them on thelr sm, apd to

" wjarn them of thexr danger He told them tbpt,"

all manner of b1a§phem1e§ and sing, mwht ohtain,

forg]wene'.g wnh tbe exceptlon of one only, that,
the blasPhemJ whlch they had now ut]teted agajnst_ )
’ the Son qf man m his present sme of humleatlon,

* Matth, 12,31, 82, Mark 3. 38, 29.
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' tﬁmht be f‘drgnveh then ; but it if they shoula
cdntinue td act towards the Ho[y szrzt whom
fie would send aftu' his ascension, as they had
héted towidills hiniself, they should never have
Tor«rlveness, in time or m etermty He purposea
to send tlie Ho]y Spmt to testlfy the truth of hls
mission, to enable his apostles and dtsclples to
work mlracles, to render his work as the Redeemer,
efficactous for the salvation of si sinners; and there-
fore xf they blasphemed Him, and represente
Hzm as an evil spirit, nothing more would be
dohe for them, and consequentfy they must ine-
wtahly pérish. Ttis the s soverezgn decree o f hea-
ven, that this sin should never be pardone —1‘
4 i\s zmpos.szble in the nature of things that it shoul
,be 50, because it is a contemptuous reje‘ctlon o
{hat salvation by which alone men can obtain for-
mveness. The gracious God has provxdeé salva— :
tion for his smfuf creatures through the blood of
his Son and the. mﬂuences of his Spmt' bht it
men 3e5plse this onTy method of dehverance, and

FERITE N vity

dccount if a Jevnﬁsh delusmn, what more can be

EREE Y 23

a‘one for them ? There remameth no n}ore sacrl-

Uodasd asue n,}

fice for sin, nor any other modeé of rendermg that
\} 4

sacrfﬁce eﬂ'ectual for mdlvuluals --—Do yotl; ask
What 1S lnferred from thls comment on a text oé

thé New 'fes‘téthéﬂt’? \’Vhy Sir, it is mllerreé

N TPV RN R

that when men oppose rehgion ah'cr the sacre :

N N R R R

traths oF the word of God, they come very near
ta a sin which the Ruthoif 6f Christianity and the

USRIV S SR LI A N~ JURS A — )
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Judge of man has declared to be unpardonable,
I would not assert that you have committed what
by. way of eminence is .denominated “ Tue sin
. against the Holy Ghost,” because perhaps. you
may have acted *in ignorance and unbelief;” but
this ] scruple not to aver, that if you dije in the

same spirit of unbelief and enmity against the.

Christian religion by which you were. influenced
when you wrote the « Stranger in Reading,” fu-
tunty will convince you that it would have been
better for you to have had a mill-stone tied about

your n_eck} and to have been cast into the depth '

of the sea, than for you to haye taken up your

en to compose the book.you have. published—
" a boak which indubitably demonstrates to every
believer in the New Testament, that its writer, at

the perlod of its composmon, was “in the gall of -

bitterness and in the bonds of iniquity.”—If you
~ have npt sinned the “sin unto death,”* may God
grant you repentance unto life..

You have attempted to throw contempt and ri-

dlcu]e on the doctrine of divine grace. And what,
Sir, is divine grace '—This blessed principle is
that assistance and influence which the compas-
sionate Deity bestows upon apostate man from
his own free favour and sovereign mercy. By
this influence, men are convinced of their sins, and
led to the knowledge of the Redeemer. By ‘this,
they are restored to the service, the favour, and

* 1 John 5. 16,

-
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the image of God—by this, they bring forth the
fruits, called likewise the graces, of the Spirit;
“ love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness,
goodness, faith,  meekness, ' texilperancg.” By
this principle they run in the way of the divine
" commandments, and persevere in their Christian
course till they arrive at the habitations of glory.
" «—And do you, Sir, ridicule the doctrine of divine
gruce? Unless you possess it, before you quit
this mortal state, it may be said of you, as the Son
of God asserted of Judas Iscariot—*¢ It had been
good for that man, if he had never been born.”—
I shall reserve my observations on the new birth
to another part, where you challenge an explana-
tion of that-scriptural phrase.—~In the mean time,
I subscribe myself, - o

Sir, your well-wisher, &o.
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SR, . . , |
- Ini page 138 of yout Book, you déclare;
fepécting the society on wiith you aré animad:
- vepting, (theé cofigregation of Cistlé-strect Chd:
pel,)y that théré dre domé “ who, havihg passed .
their ysuthful ddys in debdicheriés and profiigacy;
afé glid t fitd sheher Hiaréligious sotiety, which
. affords & prospett of iiphnity inr a Titute staté,
provided they have faith, which théy prétend is
a sufficient. atonement for the past, without the
" performance of moral duties, or the other crite-
rions of a Christian s;iirit, for the time to come.”
—How long will you continue to vilify 2 body of
. Chrisiians, many of whom are as exemplary for
their attention to moral duties and their exereise
of Christian benevolence, as any persons that can
be pointed out, whether among the inhabitants
of Reading, or strangers. Whatever may have
been the character of some of the worshippers at
the chapel in relation to the debaucheries and
profligacy of the former part of their lives,” (for
your assertions respecting which your readers will
probably give you as much credit as they will foy
3
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many othe. parts of your nairativé, } §inform yom,
Sir, that.in charging them with the diabholical sens -
timents you have.asserted they maintain, you ase
guilty of a most gross, fulsehood: Though totally:
unconnected with the congregation you are thus-
charging with things they know ot of, Eam suf.
ficiently acquainted with their sentiments to aver,
that out of the thousand persobs you are thus.
wickedly: libelling, prabably nat ane can be found:
who holds the opipion which you have nat sern»
pled: to charge, upon the whole. They maintain,
Sir, that these is no other atonement: for sin- than -

~ that which has been made by the Son. of'God, to
be interested, in which they consider faitk in the
Saviour necessary, whegever a Saviour is proclaime~

" ed; but they strenmausly. assert that” suoch a fith, .
when real and genuine, is necessarily. cannested:
with a-life. of: morality. and holiness. - You. may
think me, Sir, a very unpolite opponent; to bsing -

* againak you the positing and, serious charges I bave
done; byt when a inan g?ossly. defames, again. and,

. " again, by, the most. flagragt untruths, a bady of-
pessons, - many, of whom.rank highi in, thq estima-
- tipp,of’ all to, whom, thay are known. for. their re-

- spectability, integrity, generosity, benevolence,
andk, piety, it would be highly improper.in. a Chxis~ -
tian.xepraxet.to hesitate.in making. distinctions ia
relation to the retarticourteous, the.quip modest, -

“the.repéy.churlisk, and the. other shades of differ--
ence which the.Emglish theatsical bard. has. wittily-
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pointed . out in the different manners of offering’.
contradiction. With the omission of duzs and ifs,

. I assert unequivocally that your book contains the

most gross and palpable untruths. Nor have I
any wish to be covered under an anonymous sig-
nature; and therefore as soon as the ,S't(‘angerf’ ,
discovers himself, his ¢ Detector” will no longer .
remain concealed.- Every friend to truth, mora-
lity, and religion, must admit that you need to
be- sharply reproved, and faithfully warned.
When I purposed, therefore, to enter the lists of .
controversy with you, I determined occasionally
to use the sword of the Spirit. There is none like
it; and therefore I now: lay hold of it :— Thou -
shalt not bear false witness against thy‘neighboxuf.”
—= All liars shall have their part in the lake that
burneth with fire and brimstone.”

You next assert,” with your usual regard to
weracity, that they “ express eagerness to receive
into their body every one that offers to join them, -
for the purpose of swelling their annual returns.”
—Let me here rectify your mistake, Sir, by in-
forming you, that the persons, with whose pro-
ceedings you seem so intimately acquainted, and
whose conduct you appear to describe with so
much accuracy, have been so far from making an
' annual return. of their numbers, that they have
never made any such return at all. For to whom :
should they make it? The congregations of this
denomination are totally unconnected' with each -
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, other. You have presumed, Sir, to write an ac-
count of the Methodists, while you are perfectly
unacquainted with your subject. You confound
the Reading Methodists with the Wesleians or
Arminians, of which there is no congregation,
and scarcely a family, in this town. The Wes-
feians never could raise a society of any continu-
ance in the borough of Reading: a very few in-
dividuals, .therefore, who held their doctrines, are
frow-lost among thie other congregations; and have
perhaps adopted different sentiments. These Ar-

. minians, who style ¢themselves Methodists, and in
fact- consider” themselves the only proper persons
who ought to bear the name, undoubtedly make

_ annual returns of their numbers, by which in this
respect a more particular account can be given of

them than of other denominations.

You have concluded the ‘page on whlch ‘the
above strictures have been offered, with the fol-
lowing assertion:— To the Methodists' may be
applied, with more propriety, what has been said:
of the Calvinists, that they. profess a religion
without morality, and worship a God without
meroy.”;-Your' consummate igrorance of the re-
ligious parties you are libelling, and your total
~ inability to classify thee, shall be noticed presently
" when we speak of the Calvimists. At present [
remark, that the Methodists and Calvinists profess
the same religion, and worship "the same God.
But the « father of lies” himself has never yet at-

o

- S Ve
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tempted to asperse their character with a blacker.
charge than that which you have here imputed to.
them, by which you have evidently shewn whose-
you are, and whom you serve.—The conversations
which the Saviour of the world held with the Jews
are undoubtedly applicable to many characters in-
the present age, the Scriptures being written for
general instruction. Ought not the ** Stranger in
Reading” to reflect on the following awful pas-
sage P—* Jesus said unto the Jews, If God were
your Father, ye would love me.... Ye are of
your father the Devil, and the lusts of your father
ye will do: he wasa murderer from the beginning,
and abode not in the truth, because there was no
truth in him; when he speaketh a lie, he speaketh
of his own : for he is aliar, and the father of it.”*
It is painful to bring against you so many charges.
of falsehood :—why, Sir, have you written in such
a way as to incur them ? If you are not convinced
of the error of your affirmation, that the Method-
ists “ profess a religion without morality,” from.
what has already been advanced, you are now in-
formed, that wherever there is a stated minister to .
attend to order and discipline, every immoral
person is excluded from the Lord’s table and from - .
their Society. To prevent them from attending
public worship, is not in the power, and ought
not to be in the inclination, of any Society. It.
isa happy circumstance, that every place of public.

* John 8. 42, 44.
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‘worship in this country is legally open to all who
~ may choose to attend it.—To the declaration that
they “ worship a God without mercy,” there are
some thousands of personsin Reading who, having
heard their ministers preach, can offer a positive
. ‘contradiction. They know that the ministers of
‘this congregation, as well as all others who are
‘evangelical in their sentiments, delight in exhi-
biting the rich and abundant mercy of the Deity,
as displayed in the salvation of man. Many of
their ministers represent the God they serve as
the lovely Father of all mankind. They rejoice in
displaying his character as he condescended to
‘proclaim ‘it himself before his servant Moses —
* And the Lord said, 1 will make all my goodness
to pass before thee. . . ... .. And the Lord passed:
by before him, and proélaimed, The Lorp, the Lorp
Gob, merciful and gracious, long-suffering, and
abundant in kindness* and truth, keeping mercy
for thousands, forgiving iniquity, and transgres-
sion, and sin, and that will by no means clear the
guilty.”’+  Here all these glorious perfections of
DPeity are exhibited as uniting to. constitute his
goodness : and every minister who is taught of
God, and who preaches his word, delights in dise
playing this eminent attribute of Jehovah. One
of the cfass whom you condemn as ¢ worshipping

~ .-* The word rendered gqodness in this verse, signifies exule-
rant kindness or Lounty.
t Exod. 33.19.—34. 6, 7.
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a God without 'x_nercy,” lately iltustrated the text
just cited in the following manner:—Gon is good ;
" and therefore he is merciful. But what is the
mercy of God? 1t is a display of kis goodness to
those who are in misery. This attribute manifests
* his pity and tender compassion.—Gop s good;
~ and therefore he is gracious. He not only shews
compassion towards his sinful creatures, but like-
wise exercises complacency towards them. He
delights to do them goed, merely of his own fa-
vour and benevolence.—Gob is good ; ‘and there-
fore. he is long-suffering :—and thig is a branch
of the divine goodness for which the persevering
wickedness and obstinacy of man afford peculiar
occasion. He is slow to anger; he delays the ex-
ecution of his justice; he waits to be graciouis;
he lengthens out the offers of his mercy.—Gon is
good ; and therefore he is abundant in kindness
and truth. Such is his kindness, that it abounds
above our deserts, our expressions, and our con-
. ceptions. The springs of this bounty are always
full, and the streams are always flowing. But he
is abundant in truth as well as in kindness, and
‘therefore he has engaged his faithfulness for the
security of these blessings to the objects of his
. complacency.—Gob is good; and therefore he
keepeth mercy for thousands. He has bestowed
/it on thousands—on millions; and he has enough
for thousands—for millions more. The attribute
of his mercy can never be exhausted :—it is entailed
2 ° .
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upon thousands of generations. The mercy of
Jehovah led him to make the universe, and influ-
ences him to govern it by his providence—it in-
clined him * so to leve the world, as to give his
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth on
him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”
~Finally, Gob is good; and thereforé he will by
w0 means clear the guilty. He will not connive
at the sins of men, nor forgive them without satis-
factien to his justice, and vindicating the honout
of his government. He will not clear the impéni-
tently guilty at all ; but, according to the denun-
ciation of his word, will exécute on them his puni-
tive justice. ' Therefore as his goodness has influ- -
enced him to prepare a glorious heaven for all -
those who embrace: the salvation he has manifested
to mankind, so it has constrained him to make the
prison of hell, in which to confine in chains of
everlasting darkness, those obstinately rebellious
and perseveringly wicked men—hypocrites, unbe- .
lievers, profane persons, blasphemers; and all other
unholy characters—who must necessarily bé pubi

. lic nuisances, and bring misery upon any society

with which they may be connected.
_Permit me now to ask you, Sir—Do you think
that men who worship the God of the Bible, wor-

‘ship a God without mercy? Surely your pen and

your heart must be at variance—your conscience,
unless it be seared as with a hot iron, must condemn
you! May you in time condemn yourself, lest that
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‘merciful God of whom you have so awlully spoken
should at length withhold his mercy from you.
Do not forget, Sir, that he is a God of justice too,
and that as such he will act towards all -those who
reject his mercy, offered through the Redeemer.
If he enter into judgment with yey, how can you
. be justified? If he should be extreme to mark
what you have done amiss, how could you stand 2
—But there is mercy with him, through ChristJesus,
—May you embrace this mercy; and live for ever!

I cannot conclude these remarks, withont
‘assuring you that the Methodists and, Calvipists
worship a God whose “ mercy is from everlasting
to everlasting—higher than the heavens—and
which extends over all his works.” They know
that the  Stranger in Reading,” who has brought
against them ci\arges, at the very mention. of
which their souls revolt with horror, is not be-
yond the reach of the mercy of. Taeir Gop; nor
is there one in their number, who is what he pro-
fesses to be, that would not rejoice to be convinced
. that the “ Stranger” was a special object of that
mercy which is the source of all their present joy,
- and the foundation of all their hopes and prospects
of future happmm ‘

Iam, &c.
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LETTER VIIL

SIR,
It has occasioned me some little diffi-

“culty to understand what you mean by * tempting

persons to attend the evening lectures at Mr.—,

“where if they were once entered their conviction
would soon follow, and ‘the step from the con-

venticle to the meeting-house would be a matter
of course,” -Some of your readers have supposed
that-you here refer to a monthly lecture delivered
to young persons, at his own house, “by the pionis
and .exemplary curate of St. L—'s, previously to
the period since which the more public lectures
in the church havé been established. They assert
that'there have been no other evening lectures in
the town, except those at the public places of
worship; which it is evident.you have not here in
view. "It is however plain- that, if this were your
intention, you have involved the subject in no
small degree of obscurity; which indeed is not
surprising,’ for had you openly censured the prac-

- ticé of a clergyman who is so well known in Read-

ing as the estimable person alluded to, and whose
excellency of character as a Christian, and admira-
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_ ble conduct as a minister, are too eminently con-

" spicuous to receive any detriment from the libel-

lous rémarks of a ““ Stranger,” you would inevitably
have brought on yourself on this subject, as in a
. degree you have on some others, the indignation -
of the inhabitants in general. If you censure a
clergyman for delivering lectures in his own house,
you certainly blame where you ought to com-
mend, and evidently manifest that you are one of
those characters ““ who call evil, good ; and good,
evil:"—for is it not the duty of a minister of the
gospel to  take heed to his ministry, to give all
diligence to save himself and them that hear him,
to- preach. the word, and to be instant in season
.and out of season?” A élergyman not only has
liberty to teach in his awn house; but he may.
likewise manifest his zeal, his piety, and his con-
cern for the best welfare of his parishioners, by
imitating the example of the apostles, and “ teach-
ing from house to house.” Nay, he not only,
may thus act, but as he has opportunity and pro=
spect of success, he ought to doso. Indeed; Sir,
I can proceed. further, and inform yon of what
perhaps you may at present.be unacquainted :~—
A clergyman of the Established Charch may deliver.
~ lectures or preach in any place, oz at any time,
without transgressing ary law, civil or ecclesias-.
tical. And.inthis respect he has a very great ad-.
vantage,. when contrasted with-a dissenting ‘minis-
ter,..in relation. to. the Iaw of theJand ; as the.latter,
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must not only be licensed himself, but the place
in which he preaches must be sanctioned in a
similar manner. Every clergyman at his ordina-
tion receives a general commission to preach the
gospel—to go out and ““ seek gfter Christ’s sheep
that are scattered abroad in this wicked world,
that they may be saved in Christ for ever.”* Be»
sides this, he has an appointment to a particular
church as a pastor ; but this particular appoint-
ment does not nullify his general commission,
nor has any law ever yet passed to restrain him
from preaching the gospel when and where he
has opportunity. Clergymen were never cen-
sured for what has been termed the irregular ex-
ercise of, their ministry, in preaching at large, till
after the rise of Methodism. It was common for
many clergymen, and even bishops, to preach at
St. Paul’s Cross at the time of the Reformation.
It is said of Jewell, bishop of Salisbury, that he
used sometimes to go to different parishes in his
diocess with his English Testament tied to his gir-
dle, and that being met by a person of quality
near the close of his life walking on foot in the
dirt, in order to go and preach to a few. people,
he was asked, why he should, weak as he was, .
expose himself thus: ¢ Oh,” replied the good
man, “ it becomes a bishop to die preaching.”

After reading over the paragraph which ‘has
occasioned the preceding remarks two or three

¥ Ordination Service, <
P _

~
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times, I must confess, Sir, it does not appear to
me that you do refer to the lectures of the labo-

rious curate of St. L—'s; for surely you would
not call his house a conventicle, nor could you

- imagine that the persons who had received benefit

from his ministry would relinquish it for that con-
nected with the meeting-house. It seems more
probable, therefore, that by * the evening lec-
tures, and the conventicle” of which you speak,
you allude to an excellent custom, which is not

unfrequently practlsed in many families of Read;
ing, of having the domestic . worship performed

previously to the separation of their tea-parties.
It is not uncommon for some of the families in
this town, who make a credible profession of the
religion of Jesus of Nazareth, to have at their
houses company to drink tea. The numbers on
these occasions may consist of ten, fifteen, twenty,
‘or more; and they are not unseldom persons of
_differens religious profession ; as Churchmen, Me-
thodists, and Dissenters, feel no objection to main-
tain this friendly communion ‘with each other.
The conversation at these visits, ( for your corres-
-pondent has sometimes had the pleasure of wit-
‘nessing it,) is at times highly interesting and in-
structive ; to which he can add, that he has never
known these social meetings Sckools for Scandal.
Indeed, if this good lady who is so fond of the
. tea-table, and who would doubtless be a very
agreeable companion for the ¢ Stranger in Read-
L .
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ing,” were to happen to intrude herself where
indeed  she is never invited, she would instantly

be recognized, and informed by some of the

company, that,. in the school in which they were

instructed, they had- been taught to * speak evil

of no man.” As, however, it would be her aim

 to inculcate a very different lesson, she would soon’
discover that her absence would be much more

‘agreeable than her éompany.

But to proceed :—before the party separates, the
family worship is performed. Tue Book to which
the good people of Reading, in your estimation,
are so exclusively partial, is produced ; and, as there

'is_generally.a clergyman or a dissenting minister
present, it is placed before him. He reads a chapter,
orasmaller portion ; and sometimes closes the book
without. observation or comment, leaving the sa-
cred text to form its 6wn impression, and effect

~ the important office of increasing the faith, hope,

and charity, of the worshipping circle. At other
times, the minister may either briefly notice the’
doctrines the passage affords—offer some critical
remarks on the difficulties it may contain—pro-
~ pose some exhortations in relation to the duties it
_may inculcate—or finally make some observations *
in regard to experimental religion, which may be "
suggested by -the verses he has read from those
Scriptures, which are “ profitable for instruction
in righteousness;” and thus, by speaking of the

fears, the hopes, the joys, and the privileges of

N\
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‘the Christian, the company is edified, their love

" tq the Bible is increased, they learn that religion -

in all ages has been essentially the same -thing,
they. find increasing attachment to that Saviour
to whom they owe all their hopes, and whom not
having seen they love, they feel a union of spirit
with those whom the Scripture denominates ““ The
_excellent of the earth,” and they look forward with
a delightful hope of at last joining * the general as-
* .sembly and church of the first-born who are writ-
ten in heaven.”—¢ Puritanism !”~—Be. patient,
8ir, and allow me to proceed.-~When the Bible is
closed, they bow their knees before the God and
Father of our Lord Jesas Christ. The minister
“ speaks in prayer”~—he confesses sin—implores
mercy—he petitions for grace to live a godly,
‘righteous, and sober life—he intercedes for the
heads of the family, that’ they may be blessed
with spiritual blessings in Christ Jesus, that the

God of providence would bless them in their.
basket and their store, and prosper them in all

their undertakings. Their offspring are prayed for
—that the children, now like olive-branches about
their table, may live to be a comfort to their pa-
rents, blessings to mankind, and ornaments te
the church. The servants are not forgotten—pe-
_titions are offefed that they may act as the servants
of Christ. Supplications are presented for the
company in general—that they may adorn the
~ doctrine of God our Saviour in all things, The

e s Aim me—
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welfare of the town is frequently rememberede=
that its inhabitants may live in unity, peace, and
harmony—that its magistrates may * execute jus-
tice and maintain truth”—and that its religion
may constantly flourish and increase. The minis-
ters of religion are generally mentioned, and
sometimes the different orders in the Establishment
are particularly noticed. Intercessions for the
welfare of thé nation, and for the king and royal
family, are seldom forgotten. Finally, the minister
thanks God for all the blessings of the present life;
for the means of grace and the hope of glorys
and commits the company to the divine protection
for the night, and for the remainder of life.—These,
Sir, are the subjects of the prayer offered up to
‘¢ the Father of all mercies, and God of all grace.”
¢ Enthusiasm !”—Permit me, Sir, to go on.—
These Christian friends on these occasions some-
times make it evident that they are the same sort
of people that” Pliny describes in his letter to
Trajan, when the latter requested of him an ac-
count of the primitive Christians—they sing
Carmina Christo.*—* Fanaticism !"—It appears,
- likewise, that there is a similarity in these social’
religionists to a people described by one of the
Jewish prophets—¢ Then they that feared the Lord
spake often one to another: and the Lord heark-
ened, and heard it, and a book of remembrance

# Yerses in honour to Christ—¢ hymns andispiritual songs.”
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was written before him for them that feared the

Lord, and that thought upon his name. And they
shall be mine, saith the Lord of hosts, in that day
when I make up my jewels.”—* Presumption !”’
~—After these religious’ exercises, which are gene-
rally concluded in half an hour, though they may
sometimes be somewhat longer, the company
again converse cheerfully for a few minutes; at
nine o’clock they separate, and the heads of fa-
milies “ return to bless their own households.”—
“ Methodism ! Methodism /”—It is not difficult,
8ir, to brand good things with bad names. In
this company you may fancy you discover Puri-
tanism, Enthusiasm, Fanaticism, Presumption,
Methodism !—Your correspondent sees Religion
habited in one of her lovely garbs, and in what-
ever company she may be found, he recognizesg
her as his benefactress and his friend, his guide
and his companion through the remainder of his
pilgrimage ; nor is he ashamed to address her,

« Tecum vivere amem, tecum obeam libens.”

By the means above alluded to, you assert that
*« many well-meaning persons in the higher ranks
are, by degrees, induced to join the Methodists,
as well as many of the poorer classes, who are
easily converted, as it is called, by the hopes of

~partaking of the charities founded at these places,

for such as attend their meetings.” That some
persons, by this domestic worship, have been con-
? o
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verted to a different kind of C’hristianity from that .

which they previously professed, ‘whether they
‘may have quitted the denomination to which they
belonged or not, is a fact, I believe, which cannot

- be doubted, and which, to those who have any
just ideas of the nature and consequences of what '

the sacred writings term conversion, will demon-
strate the utility of these devotional exercises bet-
ter than an hundred arguments by which they
might be defended by a friend to religion, as well
as in opposition to as many sophisins or sneers
with which they may be attacked by a ¢ Stranger
which' intermeddleth not with their joys.” Whe-
ther any of the poorer classes join the Methodists
for the sake of partaking of the charities founded
among them, shall be left to the judgment of
others. That they would profess conversion for
such a purpose, is an obloquy which few besides
the Stranger in Reading would venture to charge
on them without evidence. The imputation would
scarcely deserve notice except in one point jof
view, in which, indeed, it is of importance, 'and

. especially, Sir,;_to yourself. Do you not perceive

that your enmity to the professors of religion has
led you to retort on yourself « the lie circumstan-

“tial,” if not “ the lie direct?” In the preceding

paragraph, you say  the Met\hodists profess a re-

" ligion without morality;” but here you charge
them with  founding charities in behaif of the .
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poor.” Now, ‘Sir, if founding charities in"behalf
of the poor be in any sense a branch of morality,
it undoubtedly follows, 'as a logical consequence,
that whatever they may profess, they do not
practise a religion altogether without morality,”

Tam, Sir, yours, &c.



LETTER IX.

. SIR, ‘

You have asserted that the. success of
the modern enthusiasts is not to be attributed to
the negligence of the established clergy, * as the
church never possessed more learned,* pious, and
devout pastors, than she does in the preseht times,
nor men who - took more pains in the exercise of
their ministry, or set better. examples of holy liv-
ing to their parishioners; so much so, that it is -
as difficult to point out one among their number,
who has deviated from the strict path of duty he
is expected to follow, as a minister of the gospely
as it is to find one among ‘their opponents, whose
conduct is wholly irreproachable.” *—The friends
of the church will cordially rejoice in the great
number of learned, pious, and devout pastors whe
belong to her cammunion, and who take pains in
the exercise of their ministry, and are examples
of holy living to their parishioners. May the
Governar and Head of his church constantly add
to their number, and increase their graces, till

# See Stanger, pages 140, 141. -
.. Q )
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the whole body of the clergy are, without excep-
tion, such as you have described them! But, Sir,
“you have here said too much: your panegyric
therefore, in relation to no small number of cler-
gymen, will have the effect of the most severe
censure. For if .you‘r book should happen to be
read by a person who may know a clergyman of
adifferent character from those you have described
«if he should recollect any one who is no¢ pious,i
who is noz devout, who does no# take great pains
in the exercise of his ministry, or who does no¢
set an example of holy living to his parishioners,
the comparison af such a clergyman with a me-.
thodist or dissenting minister would be highly in-.
jhrious fo. his. official character. For, Sir, those -
" ministers, whom you have :improperly styled the.
opponents of the established clergy, and whom
you have most impudently libelled, by asserting
that it is “difficult to find any one among them.
whose conduct is wholly irreproachable,” mus#
be, in some measure, what you have deseribed
the national clergy to be. The reason is evident:
=—for if any one of them were an opposite cha-. .
" yacter to that which you have delineated, and were
'~ to'manifesta want of that piety and devotion, that
diligence and holiness, which you have noticed,
- and which are undoubtedly essential qualifications
for. every minister of the gospel—but more espe-. '
cially if he were a tippler, a sportsman, or a
card-player—a frequenter of the tavern, the play-
- 4
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house, or the assembly-room—what would be the
'conseqﬁence? Wh‘y, Sir, neither Methodists hot
‘Dissenters would receive such a man as this as theit
pastor, nor would he be suffered, were his chas
acter known, to enter any of their pulpits as an
occasional preacher.

Your next charge is, that * the rude and un-
lettexed teachers” of the Reading Methodists “are
all Anthropomorphites.”—This is such a. kard,
dreak-tooth, word, that it cannot, without some .
difficulty, be pronounced; and I find it is neces-
sary to have some knowledge of the Greek lap.
guage in order to understand it.” But as a large
proportion of your readers are of course unac-
quainted with that tongue, and as those to whom
it may be familiar may know nothing of the sect
to which the word refers, I shall take the liberty
of giving some short account of it.—The Anthro-
pomorpRites were a sect of the tenth century, so
denominated from asdevwor—man, and wogpr—shape.
In the district of Vincenza, a considerable num-
ber, not only of the illiterate vulgar, but also of
the sacerdotal order, fell into the notion that the

~ Deity was clothed with a human form, and seated
like an 'eairlhly monarch upon a throne of gold ;
and that his angelic ministers were men arrayed in
white garments, and furnished with wings to ren-
der them more expeditious in executing theirsove-
reign’s orders. They take every thing spoken of
God in scripture in a literal sense, particularly
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that passage in Genesis, in which it is said that

God made man after his own image. *—You have
- said ‘that the teachers of the Methodists are g/
Anthropomorphites. There are many hundred
persons of veracity in Reading, who ean inform
you that no minister holding these sentiments
bas ever preached in the chapel in Castle-street;

to which may be added, that probably there is not

4n individual belanging to any religious society
in-the town of Reading who is’ an. Anthropomar
phite. The occasion of this charge, Sir, it is.not
at all difficult” to' discover. It arises from your

eamity to that doctrine which is the pillar and the

ground of the truth—the great mystery of godlis
ness—salvation through IMmaxvzr, Gop MaNIFEST
™ TaE ¥iEsH.  Because the ministers of the gospel

preach that important and es¢ential doctrine of -

revelstion, the union of the divine.and buman
* maturesin the persen of Jesus Christ, you endea-
'vour to represent them all as Anthropomorphites.
~— O full of all subtlety and mischief, thou. ¢hild
of the Devil, thou enemy of all righteousness, wilt
thau not_cease to. pervert the right ways of thn
Lord 2”4 .

- I clése my strictures on your observatxons on
the Methodists, with a remmjk on the concluding
clause of the sentence in which you have described
then‘ preachmg They assert, « that all the Chll;

* See Hannah Adams's View of Religions, g
4+ Acts 18, 10. -
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dren of Adam are destined to eternal misery, un-
~ less they are regenerated; and become members of

zheir charch.” The former part of this quotation
is a8 plain a truth as any revealed in the word of
God; for the faithful and true Witness has declared
with his own mouth, that ‘‘except a man” (~s—oue,
every one of the human race ) ¢ be born again, he
cannot see nor enter into the kingdom of God.”
This is one of the reasons why we baptize infants.
Our practice in this respect is founded on a con-
viction from the express decision of the word of
God, that they must possess that spiritual regene-
ration of which baptism is an outward sign, before
they can be admitted into the kingdom of heaven.

Do not, however, Su', misunderstand me. I do
not mean to assert that every person who has
been baptized possesses the thing signified by
baptism. On the other hand, far be it from me
to affirm that every one who is unbaptized is ne-
cessarily destitute of that essential prerequisite fof
an entrance into heaven, and for the enjoyment
of its glories—regeneration. I do not absolutely
connect salvation with baptism; but it is un-
doubtedly connected in the Scriptures of truth with

that which baptism represents _the new birth. The -
Jatter part of the sentence, in which you declare

that the Methodists represent the Deity as consign-
ing to eternal misery all persons who do not “ be-
come members of their church,” is one of those
many falsehoods which you have been assisted in
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fabricating by him, « whe from the beginning
“was a liar and a murderer.”

. May that Jesus, whom, like Saul the persecutor,
- "you have wounded in his members, and “ who is
exalted as a Prince and a Saviour to give repent-
ance and forgiveness of sins,” bestow,on you these
invaluable mercies, without the possession of which,
you will be a stranger to peace here, and to feli-
city hereafter.

Iam, Sir, &c.




LETTER X.

SIR,

Asrer the glorious wictory which you
flatter yourself to have gained over the army of
scarecrows, which you have taken no inconsider-
able painsto make, in orderto personify two thirds*
of the inhabitants of Reading, you proceed to ne-
tice what you call the religioué establishment of
Calvinists; and here, Sir, ydu have again manifested
that you are a complete ignoramus in relation to
the different sects of religion that obtain in the
town which you have made the object of your
libellous animadversions. You are as much mis-

“taken in your remarks on the Calvinists, as you

are when you imply that two thirds of the inha-
bitants of Reading are of a religious denomination
which does not exist in the town : for certainly
you do imply this, by asserting that two thirds
are Methodists—that they are not Calvinists—
and that they make annual returns of their num=
bers. Now, Sir, all Methodists who are no¢ Cal-
vinists are Arminians—all Methodists ' likewise
who make annual returns of their numbers. are

"* See Stranger, page 132.
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Arminians. It follows therefore, on your premises,
as an uncontroverted conclusion, that two thirds
of the inhabitants of Reading are Arminian Me-
thodists. But what is the fact? Not a family of
this denomination is to be found in the borough!!
_ You make the Calvinists a particular sect, com-
posed of Presbyterians and Independents. But as
‘you are so totally unacquainted with your subject,
allow me, Sir, to offer you some-little information
in relation to it. The name of Calvirists was
ariginally given to those who embraced not merely.
the doctrine, but the church government and dis-
cipline established at Geneva by the learned, elo-
quent, pious, and venerable John Calvin, in order
to distinguish them from the ZLutherans, The
two <elebrated reformers, Luther and Calvin, dif-
~ fered in: relation to church government, and in
. “respect to the sacrament of the Lord’s supper; the
former maintaining the real presence of Christ in
the elements of that ordinamce, while the latter
considered - them merely as signs; but as to the
five points of dispute between the Calvinists and
the Arminians- or Remonstrants, Luther was no
less-aCalvinist than Calvin himself, as may be seen
by bis valuable and learned comment on the epistle
to the Galatjans. ~ Sinee the Synod of Dort, the
term Calvinists has been chiefly applied to those
who, embrace his Ieading views of the gospel, to-
distinguish therr fiom the Arminiains. In the for-
mer and original sense of the term, there are now
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Scotland, where it was first introduced in the year

1561, by John Knox, a disciple of Calvin, and
where it has remained ever since, except during’
the period when episcopacy was re-established,

and which continued from the Restoration to the
- Revolution—a space of twenty-ejght years. In

the latter sense in which I have used the term Cal-
vinists, and which is now its common acceptation,
it may undoubtedly be applied to a large majority

of those persons in this country who make a cre-.
" dible profession of religion. Indeed, with the

exception' of professed- Arminians, Arians, Soci-
nians, ‘Quakers, hyper-calvinistic Antinomians,
and a few other sécts, the numbers of which
are .not extensive,. the remainder of religious
professors are Calvinists, with some few shades
of. difference. It may,” however, be remarked,
that many persons. who in the main accord in
sentiment” with the Institutes of Calvin, do not

" like to be called .after his'name ; because they

consider the.doctrines he taught not peculiar to
himself, but in the general consonant with the
Scriptures; and with the professed creeds of al-
most all Protestant - churches. Their objection is

* undoubtedly on some accounts reasonable ; but'a-

moment’s consideration must convince them that,
N .

<
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very few Calvinists in England, the Presbyterian '
- congregations, whichare properly Calvinistic, being
nearly annihilated. But though nearly extinct in '
England, Calvinism is the established religion of

‘4.
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in treating on the doctrinal views af the different o

sects into which the Christian chureh is at present
divided, it is impossible to avoid ‘the terms in ge-
neral use without constant difficulty and circum-
locution, The terms Cakvinist, Arminian, &c.
I use, therefore, from necessity ; and after this
explanation, I trust none will be offended with
them. ST A
" Let us now, .Sir, return to Reading. In the
first sense in which the word Calvinists has been:
explained, and which is that adopted by you, there
are no Calvinists it the town :~=in the latter, the
religionists of every denomination dre generally

50, with the exception of a few Quakers, Sande--

manians, Antinomians, and Universalists. But-

~mever was L in a pldce in which any profession-

of religion was gnade‘, in- the seénse in which that
phmse is now generally understood, where: the
points' in ‘dispute between' the Calvinists and:
Arminians were less known, or less attended to,

controversially, than- at Reading. According to- - |
. the best of my recollection, F never yet heard:
~ the subjects of difference profesiedly entéred:

into.in any pulpit; eithér-it the Establishment:
or-among. the Dissénters;- nor baveé:I'ben-a wit~.
ness of their being introduced as topics of comw.
versation, It hiss béen: much the fashion; of late:’
years, to dsees up and- exhibit- Cadvittishic as a-

bug-bear. If, therefore, some of the good péon- ’
. B}O. of Readisgl were to- be told: ﬂiﬁ)’ wépe- Gale

3
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vinists, they would be fearfully alarmed, and
probably not a few of them would be as mu¢h
terrified as if they were to be accused of some
heinous crime. Indeed, Sir, how should it be
otherwise, if, not being acquainted with-the doc-
trines of the Calvinists, they should happeh to
believe that to be true, which you say has been
asserted of them—that they worship a God with-
out mercy, and profess a religion without moral-
ity. But, happily for them, they undeistand the
doctrines rather experimentally than controversi-"
ally, having but little knctledge of the disputes
- and arguments that subsist between the Calvinists
and Arminians in réference to them. Allow iné,
8ir, to explain the thanner in which many of the
religious professors in Reading would understand
the five points of debate to which 1 allude.

In relation to Election, they would cordially
believe this doctrine, because itis clearly tevealed
in the word of God. They would know their owh
interest in it, in the same way as the apostle Paul
knew the election of the Thessalonians, because

* .« the gospel had eome to them not in word only,
but also in power, in the Holy Ghost, and in muc‘:
assurance.”* They would receive comfort from
it, because, as it is expressed in- that article of
our Established Church which treats of this doc-
trine, it would tgnd . gteaxly to establish and
confirm their faith of eternal salvation to ‘be en-

~ # 1 Thess. 1. 4, 5.
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Joyed through Christ, and likewise fervently to

kindle .their love towards God.”* .
In regard to the important doctrine of Redemp-

.tion, they would admit that the death of Christ

was a sufficient satisfaction and atonement for the
sins of the whole world; but that, if any, to whom
this plan of rédemptior{ should be proposed, should
reJect this satisfaction and atonement, there re-
maineth no more sacrifice for sins, but a fearful

looking for of judgment and fiery indignation,
‘which shall devour the adversaries.”+ They would

infer their own special interest in redemption,

from their having been brought to a cordial reli-
-ance on the Redeemer’s sacrifice, in connexion
'with his gracious promise, that he will cast out
none who come unto him;} and by the effect

which his grace -had produced on their minds, they
would - conclude that he had “ given himself for

them, to redeem them from 2ll iniquity, and to’
purify unto himself a peculiar people, zcalous of '

-good works.”§

As to the doctrine of the zotal depramty of -

man, tbey would unequivocally acknawledge its
truth, because they know by their own heart-felt

<.
Vet

* See the Seventeen'tl; of the ¢ Articles agreed upon by the
Archbishaps and Bishaps of both Provinces, and the whole Clergy,
in the Convo&non holden at London in the year 1562, for avoid-
ing diversities of opinions, and for the stabhshmg of consent,
taching tmueiBeligion. .- " -

+ Heb. 10. 27, 28, b See John 6 37. §Titus 2. 14
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' experience, a8 well as by the express declarations
- of the word of God, that they were born in sin and
“shapen in iniquity. For the same reasons would
-they most readily confess that the buman « heart

~ isdeceitful above all things, and desperately wicked,
.and that its imaginations are only evil, and that
‘continually.”* With the apostle they would lament

-that in them (that. is, in their ﬂesi\) there dwell-

.eth no good thing;+ and if ‘they had been raised

from that spiritual death which is the state of alk

. men by nature, to that newriess of life of which

“they must be made partakers before: they can be
subjects of the kingdom of glory in a future world,
or that of grace in the present, they would cordi-

-ally admit that this unutterably important change
‘had been effected by a divine power :~—* Us hath
ue quickened, who were dead in trespasses and

-sins > wherein in time past we walked according

. .to the course of this world ......... among -

whom we all had our conversation in times past,

in the lust of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the
flesh and of ‘the mind ; and were Jy nature’ ﬂte
childrem of wrath, even-as others.”

In respect to effectual calling, they would give
their cordial assent to this doctrine, because they
would experimentally know the difference of:their
present state compared with.their former condition,
when they Jived in sin and the world; and - they
would instantly grant that for this change they

* Jgr. 17.9. Gen.0.5. " 4 Rom. 7:18: *
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mere indebted to the agency of the Holy Gpirit,

_who, canvincing them of their sins, enlightening

their minds, and remewing their wills, persuaded
-and enabled them to zeceive and tely on Jesus
Christ-as offered to them in'the gospel. None

.could ever persuade them that it was not mz «“ who

commanded the light to shine out of darkness, who
-had shined into their hearts, to give them the light
of the knowledge of the g.lory of God in the face
of Jesus Christ.”* '

In reference to the final perseverance of true
Christians, they would believe this to be one of
the doctrines of the revealed will of Deity; be- -
cause the apostle Paul, writing under the influences
of the Holy Spirit, expressed his confident assur-
ance that ¢ gx:who had begun a good work” in
the hearts of believers, “ would perform or com-
plete it until the day of Jesus Christ”t—because
the water which the Son of God gives his people
will be “in them as a well of water springing up
unto everlasting life”’{—because the good Shepherd
« gives unto his sheep etermal life,” and engages

" that they shall never .perish, and that “ none
~ shall pluck them out of hie hands” §—because “he

is able to keep: them from falling, and to present
them faultless before the presence of his glory
with exceeding joy”||—and finally, becavse the
principle which he implants in-the souls of those
¥ #2Cor.4.6. "4 PhL1.6 't Jobnd 14

$Jobni10:28 . fl Judedd. .
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who are born' of the Spirit, is called by the sacréd-
writers an incorruptible seed,* which abideth and.
remaineth.+ -Hence, in the view of difficultied
which would otherwise appear insuperable, they

are encouraged to proceed in their Christian pil-

grimage, and to maintain their warfare against sin,
the world, and the Devil, in the confident expect-
~ ation that ne who has promised, will also perform,
~ that in all' things they shall be made more than

conquerors through him that loved them; and tbat'

neither death nor life, nor angels nor principal-
ities por powers, nor things present nor things
to come, nor height nor depth, nor any other
creature, shall be able to separate them' from the

love of God, which .is-in Christ Jésus: their Lord. 1 °

The above remarks; I think,. Sir, coincide with
the views, the desires, and the practice, of many
of the professors of religion in Reading, on'whatt

is called the five points of dispute- between the

Calvinists and the Arminians; and as far as-this:is
the case, ] am fully persuaded that their sentiments
are scriptural, and in perfect accordance with

the doctrines of the Established Churck, admit-

ting: her Liturgy, Articles, and Homilies, to be

the standard. How far they coincide with, or

exhibit any shades of difference from; the. doc-
trines- illustrated and defended:by the pious.and
- Jeéarned Calvin; I leave these to detetmine whe
aré: acquainted with his works. Bat; Sir, .if anyt

FPat:r e £ PIE7). & RURLe -3
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minister were to visit Reading, and attempt to
oppose or fritter away the substance of these doc-

trines, many of the simple and unlettered Chris-.

tians who had never heard or read any thing cons
. troversially on the subject, as well as others of a
different class, would instantly exclaim—¢* Alas!
this is another gospel—these are not the doctrines
which we have learned from our. Bible—these are
not the sentiments which we have received as the

food of our souls from the ministlry of Talbot,:
Cadogan, Romaine, Newton, and a multitude of -
other ministers, both churchmen and dissenters !””.

—But I fear, Sir, I'shall weary you on this subJect,
and therefore I quit it.

~ You have made another mistake in relation to
. the congregation of Broad-street Meeting. You
affirm they are a society of Presbyterians, joined
by a‘few families of Independents, who were un-
able to support a minister. What a very fit per-
. son are you, Sir, to write the history of -the Read-
ing Dissenters! The very contrary to what you

have here asserted, is the fact. They are a con.-

gregation of Independents joined by a few Pres-
bytertans, of which last denomination there is
now in this town neither a society nor a family.
It.is rather a singular circumstance, that of this
congregation and their minister you have spoken
in terms of commendation ; though I think it will

be accounted for without difficulty by those who-
read and understand your book. But allow me,

e . . - - -
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Slr, t6 review yOur pralse. " 1t must’ unﬁoﬂ)tédly
‘be dram‘yma and honoutable to an individual of
toa SOc1ety, lauJarl a laddato viro; but it hap-
petis to be hn’ unfortunate circurhstance for the
objects of your panegync, tl’\at in relation to re-
fwtous su’bJects, and to ihe character of the pro=
fessors of relmon, the mfnabltants of Readfng will
undoubtedly consider’ your ‘commendation as cen-

. mre, and your censure as commcndatzon Tt must

appear evident to your readers, T think, that your
hatred to religious characters rises in proportlon
_to the degree to which' their coiduct is influenced
by their prmexp]es, iy therefore they should

- Judoe of your declaratlons by an inverse ratzo¥

the Broad-street congregatlon will have no reason
to be elated by your speakmg well of hem.

: This congregation, say you, is “composed most]y
of dncient familiés, who have been educated in the
fenets of their forefathers, to which they tenaci-
ously conform,” It appears then, Sir, that you
consider it an honour to 4 religious'society, to
coritinué in the pr:o'fessidn" of their forefathers;

and, as yOu have elsewhere explained youréself that
“ it is righit” that a Paplst should continué a P’aplst
\as well as that Mahomedans and Pagans should re-
main in .s‘tatu quo, because no advantage can re-
sulf from thelr becommg Chrlsﬁans * " The Inde-
pendents,’ Sir, wﬂl not f‘eel obhged to you for
this part | of your panegync. On your prmcnples, '

» See Stranger, pages 153°and 157,
.4
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they, ought to have been churchmen,, for theiz
forefathem were so before they became Independ-
“ents. . Ought they not rather to have been Ca-
thohcs ?—For they were so before they became
members of the Protestant Church of .England.
Nay, on recollectlon,, I ;must. correct myself once
more. Ought. they to have been Christians of any’
denomination ? By no means! Surely they should
have eontmued heathen Druidists, as ‘their fore-
fathers were prevnous to the mtroductlon of Chns-
tianity mto Brltaln ‘ .
You next. assert, that tlus congregatxon is  un-
der the gmdance ofa regular-bred clergyman, who
, -lS an honour to hls professton >—It is well known,
Slr, that the excellent and valuable minister of
Br oad—street Meetmg is an honour to his profes-
sion. In thus saying, therefore, you have spoken
the truth; but this is the first time I ever heard
he wasa regular-bred clergyman ‘What senti-
ments will .your readers, who are unacquamted
w;th facts form from the above representatlon ?
They wlll undoubtedly imagine that the Rev. Mr, .
.D....... has graduated at Ouford or Cambr:dge,
 that he has been epzscopally ordained, and has
subsequently secedcd from the .Establishment. to
become a Presbyterian pastor; whereas it is well
known that this excellent mxmster has changed
nenther his sentnmente nor hls profeﬂsxon Allow
. me, Sir, to inform you that Mr. D. ﬁmshed lns
studies at an Independent Acadcmy, that he' was

(2N 4
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‘ordained to an Independent Cong rec’atzan, and
that he remains to this day the pastor of 'an Inde-
pendent Church.—1 have not 'the least objection,
Sir, to denominate a minister who is not of the’
Establishment, a dissenting’ cle}'gyinan :but T
believe mahy of them ‘do" not' hke the word ' as
appropriated exclusively to mxmsters ;* and others,
who do not object to its use, wxsh it to remam as
the mark of distinction (as some such mark must
exist) between those ‘ministers whoconform' to
" the national church and those who dissent from it.
But, Sir, if we should admit the propriety of the
term in ' the instance under consideration, a most
lmportant consequence will necessarily follow,
which ‘must occasion a considerable alteration in
the phraseo]ogy of the second edition of your
Letters. Alas! alas! the ““ rude, unlettered, an-
thropomorphitical teachers” of the chapel con-
gregation, must be converted into * regular-bred
“clergymen who are an honour to their profession ;"
for,” Sir, probably nine tenths of the ministers
who preach in the chapel have had the advantage
of studying in the dissenting academies, the ma-
jority of them are pastors qf churches, and not a
few among them are well known by thousands of
- living characters to be as great an honour to their

* The English word clergy is from the Greek xAngos, signify-
ing,a lot, inheritancé, or heritage. It was applied te Christian
ministers, on the hypothesis that they were principally intended .
by the term as occurring in 1‘ Pet. 5. 3.
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profession as the -highly-respected, m:in‘is_ter -of
Broad-street Meeting.
~ Respecting this cengregation you aassert that :
they are “ less eager.to disturb the peace of their
neighbours, by the desire of making proselytes
to theu' opinions, than those, who, havmg adopged
new systems of belief, are’ mduced t6 propagate
them s a sanction, for their .own versatile con-
duct’ Ah Sir, the Independents merit much
more qf your cen.mre than you have judged. it
proper to bestow on them. They are not sunk—
into that state of apathy, lukewarmness, and in-
' qlﬂ‘erence, which you seem to imagine. Whether
they are. zealous in making proselytes or not, I
take not upon me to determine. But thus much
Iknow_.that their minister is an occasional village-
preacher—-that the congregation are zealous in
procuring the gospel to be preached in as many
’ places as they possibly can, where, in their views,
it is mo¢ preached in the pulpits of the Establish-
ment—and that, in conjunction with other Dis-
senters, in the course of a few years past, they
have actually built several meeting-houses within,
ten miles of Reading.—It is not correct to assert,
that in circumstances of this kind this congrega-
\tlon of Dissenters has connected itself with
. the Methodlsts, the fact being exactly wice versa.
The plans of the Dissenters, in relation to village-
preaching and ‘the diffusion of religious know-
\ ledge, were formed Prew‘lously to the secession of
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the Methodists, after which event the latter joined
the former on all those subjects with which they. " -
could unite with them in relation to their com-
mon Cbnstiamty

~ You conclude the paragraph 1 have been no-
ticing, with an assertion too contemptible to be
naticed, -were it pot that you have assumed the
prerogative of Deity in presummg to Judge the
buman heart. You affirm, that the Methodists,
after making use of the Disscnters to swell their
annual returps, « cherish the intention of shaking
them off, whenever they shall (as they fondly
bope ) supersede the Established Clergy.”—< Who
art thou, O man, that judgest another?—Judge
noi, that you be not judged ; for with the same
measure that you mete, it shall be measured to
you again;"

After you have finished your panegyric on the
Independents, the Buaptists are made the objects
of your strictures; but you have misrepresented
and vilified them. Notwithstanding, however, the
ab,lisi:ve manner in which you have treated this
denomination, you think their practice in regard
to baptism more consonant to the Scriptures than

‘that adopted by other churches Before'I anit -

madvert, therefore, on your misrepresentation of
this class of separatists from the Establishment, I
shall briefly shew wherein they differ from other
socwtles of Christians on that subject from which
they have assumed thexr name.
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Thie Baptists, who are a very nhmeroﬁé, respect-
able, and increasing body of Dissenters in this
country, maintain that the ordinance of baptism
is to be administered only to adults who personally
profess repentance for sin, and. faith in Jesus Christ
for its remission. Other denominations agree with
them as far as they go; but they proceed farther.

. They argue that the ordinance is to be adminis-
tered not only to believing adults, but likewise to
the infants of such as profess faith in Christ. It
would probably be as uninteresting to you, Sir, |
as it’nproper\for me, to enter here at large into
the arguments relative to the subjects and made
of -baptism. I think, however, that those -who
practise infant-baptism have a powerful argument -
in their favour, from a plain, incontrevertible, fict.
Let the accounts of a Baptist missionary be read
in comparison with those of another missionary
who baptizes infants as ‘well as adults, and, in my
opinion, the facts stated will produce an argument
that will greatly preponderate in favour of the
sentiments of the latter. Allow me, Sir, to illus-
trate my meaning by example. In perusing the

- journal of David Brainerd, the laborious and suc-
cessful missionary among the American Indians, I
find him frequently recording the circumstance of
his baptizing the believing Indians and their chil-
dren. This reminds me that St. Paul baptized
*¢ Stephanas and his kousehold” *—that when-the

+ 1 Cor. 1. 16.

’
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Lord opened Lydia’s heart, ¢ she was baptized and
her household”*—that the jailar of Philippi, as
saon as he. believed, - was ‘baptized; he and- all
his, straightway.”+ But when I examine the jn~
teresting accounts of qhe devoted-and excéllent
Baptist, missionaries:in India, I.read of their bap-
tizing individuals only; nor do I ever.expect to
see in any Baptist journal, 4 sentence similar to
the above scriptural citations, in reference to'the
bapt:sm -of 2 believer and "his fam:lg/, or' house-
hold. SR v «
The Baptists always admlmster the ordinance
which has been universally considered as an initia-
tion into the Christian ‘church, and from ‘which
their denomination is designated, by immersion.
Their oppornents, in general, do not object to
this, as if it were on all occasions an improper
mode ;  but they maintain that there are equal ar-
guments at least for. sprinkling or pouring water
on the subject to be baptized, and that there
~ is no passage in the New Testament which demons
strates that any person ever ‘received the ordi-
nance by dipping. They consider, therefore, that
it will for ever remain an undecided point whether
-baptism was originally administered by immersion;
affusion, or sprinkling—whether one of these
modes excluded the other two; and, if so, which
of them—ar- whether all three, were used indiffe-

rently.

% Agts16.15. 4 Jbid 16, 3,



‘ 136

It is evident to every one who understands thé
controversy between the Baptists and their oppo-
sients, that the latter aduiit all that the forifier
mdintain positively in relation o the -ordirarice

. which is thie occasion of their difference ; but ad

they do not cdincide with thém in their negative
arguments, they view the inistitution with greatey
Iatitude both in regard to its subjects and its mode,
by baptizing infants as well as adults, and' by con:
sidering the manner of the application of the wa-
ter as free, variable, and undefined in the wbrd
of God. Y

- As the Baptists corm&er no persons to have
been baptized except those adults Who have beer

immersed on thé profession of their own faith,

they re-baptize, according to the opinion of their
‘opyonems ‘many .persons before they admit them
*into- their .churchies as members of their commu-
pion, Hence they wéré originally called Anabap-
tists; or Re-baptizers ; but ‘as theéy disclaim’ the

sentiment 6f anmabaptism, on the principle: of

considering the former baptism as a nullity, the
- term is mow.in general discontinued, and they aré
denontinatéd by ‘that which' thiey have assumed
‘themselves, Baptists ;. or by that which designates
their. opposition to infant-baptism—4ntipedobap.
tists. The former term is discriminating accord-
ing to theirown views ; but not according to ours;
as we do not consider that they have the. least
claim to it.dn.distitiction from gumelves,
3
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. The Baptists who Hol strice comftiunion, will
not admit any person, however eminent ifn his
ptofession’as a Christian: for his faith and ‘holiness,
16 hold fellowship #ith them at the Lord’s suppér,
excépt Re have been baptized: according: to their
views. Fhey wdll admit d Christian minister, if
he be orthodox i his sentiments, ahd piows in
his Tifeji into their pulpits, sit at his feet, and re- -
ceive his instructions.: :But Mfidfter the sermon
the, Ldnd’s supper.iwere. to be ddministered, and
the preachier werd to desire 40 commemorate with
thiom the sufferings and death of that Saviour whom
ke hatl:Been setting: forth as crucified before them ;
. thongh. they. had been previouslylopking up te
him a9 & Christian. pastor, :and reeeiving his wes:
sage asif he had been an angel from heaven, they
‘would wow ireply in language to this purport-—
« Sir; we are sorty'that we must lodk on you as
unbaptized, and’ that you have never yet been
inttiated into the wisible church:of Christ, and
thérefore we cannot admit you to a fellowship
With -us v ‘the bleisings exhibited by ‘the body
and bloed' of the Son of God!!"”- Thus their prin-
ciples would lead them to consider a Christian
pastoy of any other denomination as much un-
qualified  to unite with thém in the hlghest act of
Christian worship, as if e were “ a heathen man
‘otla pirdlican.” —Some persons judge this conduct
of some of the Baptists to savour of bigotry, while
others think it the necessary effect of their princi-

: o -.
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~ ple in holding all others to be unbaptlzed except

themselves.

- But not such is the practxce of all the Baptist
societies. Many of them now admit into -their
-churches members of communion without re-bap-

- tism, on the principle that such members believe

themselves to have been already scripturally bap-
tized. Such conduct is candid—it is catholic—it is
charitable—it exhibits, in my opinion, something
of the same mind and temper that were in Christ,
+ Thus much, Sir, 1 havesaid of the Baptists, be-
“cause you have asserted that their practice is more
consonant to the Scriptures than -ours. But not-
withstanding my difference of sentiment with
them on one of the positive ordinances of our
common religion, I can cordially give them the
right hand of fellowship ; and I am fully confident
“that many of those with whom I esteem it an ho-

~ nour and happiness to bé acquainted, deserve to

be enumerated among the truly excellent of the

- ~earth. In what remains I shall rectify the mistakes

you have made respecting this denomination. of
Dissenters, and confute the calumnies which you
have cast on them: -

You have, Sir, either through ignorance or
misrepresentation, declared that the Baptists have
no regular seminary for the instruction of their
‘ministers.” In refutation of  this error, I take the
liberty to inform you that they have several of
well-known respectability, -
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They have a flourishing academy at Bristol,
under the patronage of the Bristol Education
Society, at the, head of which is the Rev. Dr. Ry-
land, with two assistant tutors. This institution:
was -established above a century ago. At a public
meeting of the Society last year, the president
reported that nineteen students of divinity had
pursued their studies in the academy since the last
annual meeting. They are now building a very
commodious house for the enlargement of the
seminary. '

There is also a Baptist Education Society esta-
blished in London, for the purpose of educating
young men for the ministry of the gospel, by
Placing them, a few at a time, according as they
can be received, under the care of" different mi-:
nisters of their own denomination, who are con-
sidered competent for such a charge.

_ They have likewise an academy at Bradford in
. Yorkshire, in a very prosperous staté, under the
care of the Rev. Mr. Stedman, and chiefly sup-
ported by their Northern Education Society.

There is another establishment belonging to this
denomination, for the classical and theological
instruction of students for the ministry, at Aber-
gavenny in Wales, of which the Rev. Mr. Thomas
is tutor, and which is under the patronage of one
of their societies denommated the W'el:h and
English Education Society.’ '

- They have also two exh:bmons for students ta
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be educated at one of the universities of Scotland,
given them by Dr. Ward of Gresham College.

- The General Baptists likewise, who in their doc-
trinal sentiments are Arminians, have their separate
institutions for the instruction of their students for
the ministry. | o

‘You have asserted that- the Baptist ministers are
ill-qualified to perform the sacred duties, and have
evidently implied that they are illiterate and igne-
rant.—Pray, Sir, are you so unacquainted with.
the state of religion and literature in this country,
as not to know that the Baptists can enumerite
_ many learned men, who have left behind them
works which will remain for ages as monuments
of their literary attainments, as well as of their
piety 2 Did"you never hear of Doctors Gale,
Stennett, -and Gill, or. of Messrs. Ryland, Booth,
and other Baptist niinisters eminent for learning,
that easily might, if it were necessary, be enu-
merated ? - Did you:never hear ofl any characters
among them at present, who are ‘well known as
men of literature 2. Have you never heard that
- there are at this.time Baptist missionaries in India,
who are translating the original Scriptures into
various of the moedern oriental languages? Did
you. never hear of some now living in England,
who are men distingliished for their talents, learn-
ing, and piety ? Did you never hear of the name
of Hall—the Christian champion who has so
grievously lacerated the tribe of infidels, in one

' , 2
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of the most celebrated sermons that the English
press has produced in the ‘course of the last cén-
tury ?—If this illiterate Baptist were to uindertake
to - chastise the Stranger in Reading for his inso~
lence towards the denomination to which he be~
longs, how would he be able to withstand his at-:
tack? Why, Man, in such a case you would be.
a mere Tom Thumb in the hands of a giant.—Did

- you never hear of Foster, a Baptist minister, the

author of those well-known Essays which are the
production of- his pen ?—Are you unacquainted
with the name of Fuller, the author of * Calvin~

_ ism and Socinianism compared,” and several works

of celebrity? Did you never hear of Hughes,

. one of the three amiable, candid, pious, and learned

secretaries of the BisLe Sociery P—I have myself
the pleasure of being acquainted with several -of
the living characters I have mentioned, and I could
easily add others, all of whom are too well known
to have ‘their literary reputation or ministerial
characters injured by the degrading remarks of the
Stranger in Reading ; and it may with confidence
be added, that there kave been, and still remain,
among Baptist ministers, men who would have
been an honour to any church that has existed
from the primitive times to the present period.
You are likewise under a very great mistake-
respecting the manner in which the Baptist
churches choose their pastors. There are but

- very few instances in which their societies call
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one of their own members to be their teacher.’
Many of those whom they consider as men of abi-
lity, and whom on that account they encourage
to preach, are sent to the different academies,
whence they are called to supply destitute
congregations. And those who do not study at
any of their public seminaries, being men pos-:
gessing good natural talents, sterling piety, unim-
peachable moral character,an experimental know-
ledge of the Scriptures, and promising abilities
for public speaking, are invited by other churches
to preside over them.

Your observation, Sir, that this denomination -

of Dissentess in this town is numerous, and chiefly .
composed of the lower classes of people, is in the
general agreeable to fact. But every candid i)erA-
-son who isat all acquainted with.the Baptists, (and’
surely no others ought to attempt to describe
them, ) will readily admit that there are thoseamong
them who class among our most respectable trades-
men, and who are not only useful and valuable
members of society, but pious, exemplary, and
lively Christians.

Stranger, recant the calumnies you have cast
on the Methodists and the Baptists. ‘If not, hence-
forth when you meet a Methodist or 'a Baptist,
hide your face in the dust !

.I am, &c.




.

LETTER XL :

" SIR,

' In your catalogue of religious denomi-
nations, you have mentioneda society of Univer-
salists ; but you have not noticed them afterwards,
as you have most of the others. I shall therefore
supply your deliciency. The Universalists area
sect who maintain that all mankind will be finally
saved, and that the scheme of revelation has this
for its ultimate end. "But, Sir, they will not easily
persuade many persons to embrace their senti- -
mehts, and acquiesce in their arguments, who read
and form their judgments on the sacred Scriptures.-
These words of truth expressly declare that the
punishment of the finally impenitent shall be
eternal. “ It is better for thee to enter into life,
halt or maimed, rather than having two hands, or
two feet, to be cast into everlasting fire. *—Then
shall he'say unto them on the left hand, Depart
from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared
for'the devil and his angels.—These shall go away
into everlasting punishment.+—1If thy hand offend
thee, cut it off; it is better for thee to enter into

# Matth, 18, 8. + Ibid 25. 41, 46.

!
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life, maimed, than°having two hands to go into hell,
into the fire that never shall be quenched ; where
their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched.*
. —And the snicke of their torment ascendeth up
for ever and ever.+—The blasphemy against the
~ Holy Ghost shall nat be forgiven unto men; nei-
ther in this world, nor in the world to come.” }—

No hypotheses, however in some respects piausi-

ble, can' possibly he admitted to be of any weight
against these anid many other positive declarations

" of revealed truth.—The small society i Reading

of this demoiination have no -paster. . The . Jasg

minister they hdd‘,. is 83id to have been a Univer-

salist and. an' Antinomian' ynited ; and it is farther
agserted, that in his cenduct such-fpuit as might.

_ have been dxipectetl, was produced from these cor-

Tupt prihciples. On the defeetion of the pastor;

the comgregatian. detérnfined. to; have' no more -
cennexior with pastors; a fow families, therefare,
have since. continues to-meet; tagether witheut 3

-minister. The same arguments which led-them toy

. digpense-with the: pasteral office, would have heen

equally valid for a rejection .of Christianity, -for
the man was a professed Christian as wéll as a

professed minister. This however they have not.

' _done; and how far they bold the sentiments at= -
tvibuted to their last minister, T presmme not to
determine. But: if this or any other depomination;

of professing, Christians should be injured or mis+,

* Mask 0.46. 4 Rev. 14.11.  § Mukth, 18, 31, 32.
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tepresented by any mistakes of mine, I shall be
ready to make a public acknowledgment of my
error; f;or; Sir, whatever mistakes there may be
in my book, you may rest assured there are no .
lies.

You next proceed to speak of the Quakers,
whom, on the whole, you haVe treated respect-
fully. By yout intlmatlon, however, that they
‘do not enter into the speculations of modern re-
formers, you probably think that their senti-
ments are favourable to Socinianism, as it is ge-
nerally imagined the author of the < Sketch of
Denominations”* "has taken pains to prove, and
. that therefore they are approaching towards De-
. ism, which indeed is a necessary consequence. - If
you take the doctrines of the Friends from their
own standard writers, you will certainly find that
they do not in the least support Socinianism.
Their sentiment, however, of exalting the inward
light afforded to every man above the written word
of God, with some others of their opinions, has’
always been considered by the ortbodox as erro-
neous. I can cordially unite with you, Sir, in
adding my tribute of approbation to the morality
which marks the general conduct of this denomi-

I .

* I take this opportunity of recommending to those who wish
to see a display of the different sects of Christianity, a ¢ View of
Religions, by Hannah Adams,” a work far preferable to the
¢¢ Sketch,” which has undoubtedly acquired a popularity greatly
beyond its deserts

v
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nation ; but in relation to the excommunication
for which you censure the Society of Friends at
Reading, I am too much unacquainted with the
merits df the case to offer any opinion concerning
it.—I cannot conclude my remarks on the para-
graph you -have devotéd to the Quakers, without
neticing again your constant and marked hostility
to orthodox sentiments. You here assert that
their “ virtues are more advantageous to society
than the boasted refinements of modern reformers,
who confine their actions to speculative opinions
of virtue, that must ultimately end in.a dereliction
of every thing that has hitberto been considered
as the criterion of a true Christian.”’—This passage,
Sir, is a mixture of nonsense, falsehood, and error.
—The men whom you erroneously style < modern
reformers” do not, according to your accurate

‘reasoning, confine their actions to speculative opi- -

nions of virtue. Their opinions certainly are not

merely speculative ; and so far are-they from end-

ing in a dereliction of virtue, that they are the
only certain and efficacious means of produeing
that morality which you affect so highly to esteem,

“as well as that ‘“ holiness without which no man

shall see the Lord.” Their opinions are the doc-
trines of the word of God—that word in reference
to which the Saviour of mankind offered up this

" prayer for all those who should believe on him
, to the end of time, « Sanctify them through thy

truth : thy word is truth.”
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After speaking of the Friends, you assert there
are a great many Jews in Reading.—When first I
read your book, I began' to look around to find'
them, and puzzled myself for some time without
being able to ascertain that an individual Jew re-

sided in the borough. But here you will probably
ask me, how I could be so excessively stupid as

not to discover that you did not literally intend
Jews, but men whose practices coincided with
such as are generally attributed to the people of
this nation. Why,  Sir, my stupidity arose from
your classing a fictitious demomination among

those real ones which you were professing to .

describe. But having discovered my . mistake, I
have only two remarks to make on the paragraph.
In the first place, You have for once afforded some
sort of testimony for Christianity, by implying
that it produces better effects than Jewism, thou gh
you will not admit it to be at all preferable to Ma-
" hommedism or Paganism.* Secondly, You have in
this passage libelled « a great many” of the inha-

bitants of Reading, by charging them with a very
' high species of dishonesty and fraud ; for. which,

if you should be unable to substantiate your asser-.

tions by facts, you merit the most severe repre-
“hension. Why, Sir, “as a mad‘man you have
been casting about fire-brands, arrows, and death,”
and then exclaiming, “.Am not I in sport ?”’—But

why do I speak of your libelling many of the

* See Stranger, page 156.

N
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people of the town; for whom,among them have
you not libelled ? After we deduct the two thirds
of the inhabitants who are Methodists worship-
_ping a God without merey, and professing a re-
ligion without marality—the various denomina-
tions of sectaries, *“ springing out of the same
seminary of fanaticism, Methodism”—the many
Jews resident in the town—the dozen families of
‘Deists—the persons who keep a seraglio—the
numerous descendants of the Thick-kead family—
the higher classes of a sordid disposition—and the
poor who profess conversion for the sake of shar-
ing in public charities—where—where, I ask, Sir,
can a family or ‘any individuals be found in the
borough, who are not," according to your princi-
ples, either heterodox in their religion, or immo-
ral in their lives >—Inhabitants of Reading! Judge
‘yourselves of the manner in which you have been
‘treated by this abusive St\rang'er ! .
The Frénch Emigrants are the next religious
denomination whicb you mention; and here, Sir,
I cordially unite with you in my belief that in
thése enlightened times, and particularly in Read-
ing, there is not much danger to be apprehended
from - the Catholics. In exposing some of their
absurdities, particularly that of their praying to
the saints, you argue like a Protestant and a logi~_
cian. But if you happen occasionally to stumble
upon a truth, you are’ immediately afterwards in-
Yolved in a cloud pf -errors, ¢ Every man,” say.
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you,  should enjoy his own religious creed with-
out molestation ; but he ought not te disturb. that
of others.”—On this principle, Sir, no means are
to be used for the removal of error; nor must the
gospel ever be: preached but in the presence .of
~ those who are professors of it.—* The Church of
England, contented with the power she possesses,
is not, like other sects, on the watch to make con-
verts, but leaves every one to be governed by his
own conscience.” If you mean by this-that the
‘Church of England has no members in her com-

munion, who are zealous for the propagation of -

Christjanity, you are under an egregious mistake,
for the proof of which it is only necessary for me
to mention the Society for promoting Christian
Knowledge, the Missionary Society for Africa
and ‘the East, and the Bible Society; two of
which at least include among their members not a
" few of our bishops, with a great number of the

dignified and other clergy.—If you mean that the,

Church is not anxious to make proselytes to her
own communion, you afford a proof of her libe-
raiity and candour, in preferring an attempt to
make men Christians, to the aim of inclosing them
within her own pale. But the order of the Esta-
blishment is particularly attended to in the two
first-mentioned Societies.—Your concluding ar-
gument, that a disposition to make proselytes
should be curbed, because it tends to create divi-
sions in private families,” stands in direct opposi-

P
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tion to the reasoning of Him who is emphatically
styled “ the Wisdom of God.” He well knew that
the religion he came to establish would necessarily
produce the very effect on account of which you
say it ought not to be propagated.—‘ Think not
that I am come to send peace on the earth: I came
not to send peace, but a sword. For I am come
to set a man at \{ai'iance against his father, and the
daughter against her mother, and the daughter-
in-law against her mother-in-law. And a man’s
foes shall be they of his own household.” *

The two digressive paragraphs which intervene
between the commencementand conclusion of your
account of the French Emigrants, present such a
mass of folly, .ignorance, absurd reasoning, false-

hood, and hostility to some of the essential truths *

of the New Testament, as I believe is not to be
equalled in the writings of the infamous Thomas
Paine. The depravity of your sentiments and the
imbecility of your arguments are such as must
necessarily excite the surprise as well as the indig-
nation of every friend to Christianity, who may
read these two or three pages of your book. To
enter upon a full and argumentative reply to ‘all
your positions, would be something like an at-
“tempt at cleansing the Augean stables, I must be
satisfied, therefore, with citing a few of them, with
the addition of a mere remark, ,

“ The dcsire of proselytism is the spmt th'lt

* Matth, 10. 34—36.
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now threatens the overthrow of the British
power in India.”—Christianity, Sir, never yet
averthrew the civil power. She clearly teaches
men to submit to it, plainly pointing out the du-
ties of the governors and of the governed. If
vou are unacquainted with the subject of the in-

troduction of Christianity into India, before you

presume to offer your sentiments to the Public in

relation to it, you ought to examine the able pro- .

ductions of the friends of Christianity, in answer
.to the reasonings of the Barrister and the other
‘advotates for heathenism in the late controversy
on this important topic. The futility of your ar-

guments, (if they deserve such a name, ) has been -

\

demonstrated a hundred times over.

« Bibles are distributed, to introduce a new re-
ligion not called for by the people, norsanctioned
by the Deity ! ! !”—1In the cominission to preach
the gospel to every creature,” where is there any
direction to wait for the call of the people to
whom it is to be addressed >—* The religion of
the Bible is not sanctioned by the Deity !!”" If
ever a sentence of blasphemy against the Gop or

Heaven was penned by a mortal, this is one. To .

reply to it, or to reprobate it, would be insulting
to the understanding of every man who believes
the Bible to be the word of God.

“ The Deity would not have suffered so many
of his creatures to continue so long in error, if
such It,b(?, without taking some meéans of enlight-
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ening their minds:”.—* Who art thou, O man, who
repliest against God,” and arraignest-him at thy
bar, because he does not govern the world accord-
ing to thy views !

“ He would have expressly commissioned some
other people to convert them. This he has no
where done.”—This he has done, as w1ll be proved
in the subsequent paragraph.

 True it is, he has said ¢ Go ye, and teach all
nations, &c.” But to whom did he give this
cgmmand ? To the apostles at Jerusalem ; not to
barbers, tinkers, and tailors, turned preachers, of
a country not known at that time but as a horde
of barbarians !"—If the Son of God meant that
his commission should be intended only for the
apostles, as you imply, why did he say in the
concluding words of it, ‘ Lo, I am with you al-
ways, even unto the end of the world ?” Obsérve,
Sir, he did not say, I am with you always, 7
death,. or to eternity; for then you might have
had some plea for restricting: his commission to
the apostles: but his language is—" to the end
of the world.” His commission therefore includes
at least all succeeding ministers, in every age and
nation, to the consummation of all things. It is a
" warrant to them to preach the gospel to every
creature, and to teach all nations, as far as they
have ability and opportunity; and consequently
it includes the “ barbers, tinkers, and tailors,” of
this country, as well as the fishermen of Galilee,

9.

7
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if, by the displays of his grate and the operations
of his providence, the Head of the church should
call any of the former classes, as he did some of
the latter, to the ministry of the gospel.

But why, Sir, do you call” our forefathers a
“ horde of barbarians ?”_What if they did live
under the gloomy and ferocious despotism of the
Druids? What if the land was polluted with reli-
gious murders?* What if they did, like the early
inhabitants of Canaan, offer up their sons and
daughters unto devils? What if cruelty and super-
stition.did once reign in this land, where humanity
and benevolence have now fixed their seat ?—Ac-
cording to your account, the gospel has never been
of any advantage to, the inoffensive, harmless, na-
tives of . any heathen state, and consequently the

inhabitants of Britain have not been meliorated by

it. Are they better men than they were previously ?
‘Are they more honest—more humane? Accord-
ing to your comparison of heathenism with Chris-
tianity, we must reply, No—by no means!!—And

_are you then, Sir, ignorant of what the gospel

can effect for the nations that profess it ? Do you
ask what it has actually effected for this country ?
—It'has delivered millions of our fellow-country-
men from eternal misery, and placed them among

* See Bishop Porteus’s ¢ Beneficial Effects of .Christianity an
the Temporal Concerns of Mankind,” where the authorities for
this melancholy fact are produced. ‘

X
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- the innumerable inhabitants of heaven. These are
the glotious effects of the gospel when it is made
the power of God to salvation. But perhaps yos
may have your doubts on this subject. Then; Sir,
allow me to mentibn some other effects, to doubt
of which must imply the most gross and absurd ere-
dulity. The gespel, Sir, has breught immense good
to this and other countries, leaving the eternal sal
vation of men out of the question. It has over -

‘turned the'system of idolatty :—it has put an end
to many inhuman practices and abominable de-
baucheries, which idolatry countenanced :—it has
produced far juster notions.of the Deity :—it has

fixed the tone of morals by a much higher stand-
ard than that by which it was previously measured:

', —it has in no small measure alleviated the horrors

of war:—in a very considerable degree, it has

temoved savage cruelty from public diversions:

- —it has raised ‘the lower ranks of _society,

and brought the rich and poor much nearer te -

each other:—it has given a consequence to the
female sex, to which they are strangers in all places
whete Christianity is not professed :—it has multi-
plied public charities of various kinds :—and what
shall I say more P—After a long and arduous strug-
gle, it bas at length abolished the slave-trade :— -
and in a thousand. instances it has meliorated
the condition of its professors. Nbr, -Sir, will its
career cease.—Th¢ gospel will go en frem een-

. : . .
J'a‘ ~ o~ ® . L
- St . - . . Rl SRR Y g



155

quering to conquer, till it has subdued every nas
tional evil that now stands in oppasition to its
henign precepts, and till that period shall arrive
when ¢ the knowledge of the glory ef God shall
cover the earth as the waters cover the sea.”—If, .
Sir, you were to attempt to acceunt for the change
of circumstances which has taken place in thig
countryby any other cause than that of Christianity,
yeu would totally fail in your proofs. ' The gos-
pel, and the gospel only, has introduced all the
blessings above enumerated. The navigation of
this isle, therefore, never brought hame se rich a
freight as when it landed the .p‘reachers of -the
gospel on our shores; for previously to that per
riod, the inhabitants of Britain were undpubtedly -
8 “ horde of barbarians,” as destitute of spiritual
knowledge, and as much degraded by super
stition and cryielty, as the inhabitants of the plaing
of Hindastan or the islands of the Seuth Sea. May
the Redeemer’s name ever resound through our
. gitigs, towns, villages, valleys, and hills; and may
Britons ever give Him glory, and declare his
praise | *~As for you,|Sir, seeing you are so disy
.~ satisfied with C,bristianity, would it pet be adviser
able that you shauld chaose your inhéritance
among the harmless, inoffensive, honest, humane,
Hindaos, of whom yaqu seem. te be se highly
enamaured p—

Yousay, The apostles d.»fl net thmk them:elm '

* 164 43, 1012,
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bound by a géneral order to attempt the conver-

sion of the inhabitants of India.”—They cértainly

did consider themselves bound to attempt the con-
version of all the world, and, probably, they them-

selves, or some of their cotemporaries, went into.

all the parts of the then known world. The apostle
Paul, addressing the Colossians, remarks, that t‘he
gospel had come to them  as. it was in all the

_world,” which undoubtedly implies that it had

been published throughout the Roman empire.
There is indeed circumstantial evidence which

renders it highly probable that some of the

apostles did preach in India. Towards the end

of the second century, Pantanus, a philosopher )

of Alexandria, is said by Eusebius to have preached

-in India, and to have found Christians in that

country. ~ The Christians now remaining on the
coast of Malabar, or some others in the peninsula,
were converted at a very early period. Ecclesias-

tical history reports that St. Bartholomew preached

there, and that at the Council of Nice, in the year
325, a Bishop from India was among the number
that composed that memorable synod.—The apos-
tle Paul himself preached the gospel * from Jeru-
salem, and round about unto Illyricum.” Take
up your map, Sir, and follow his track: you may

trace him through S'yria,'Phaenicia-, the provinces -
" of Asia.Minor, Macedonia, and Greece. You will

find him, moreover, visiting the cities of Antioch,

Lystra, Derbe, Thessalonica; Philippi, Athens,

L
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Corinth, and Ephesus. These are the countries,

and these are_the cities, which witnessed the zeal -

and - activity of the apostle Paul in propagating
the gospel—a man who, according to your ac-
count, did not consider himself bound by his
commission to attempt the conversion of those
who lived at a distance from him ! ! —

Again, you argue, ““ What benefit would arise to

the inoffensive, harmless natives of India, by their

becoming Christians? Would they be better men?

No! More honest or more humane? No !”—-
Well, Sir, may you connect hotes of admiration with
the replies to your interrogatories -—Allow me, in
turn, Sir, to interragate and reply on the same sub-
ject. Whataresome of the practicesof the Hindoos?
—Parents sacrifice their children to Gunga, the river
Ganges !—They hang them up in trees and baskets
to be devoured by birds of prey !—Female infants,
among the Rajpoot Hindoos, are destroyed by
starving !—Men and women drown themselves in
the Ganges, at the places reputed holy !—They
often devote themselves to death by falling under

the wheels of the machine which carries their .

gods!'—Women are burned alive with their de-
- eeased husbands!—Persons supposed to be dying

are immersed in the river, in consequence of which

practice mahy necessarily die !—They swing them-
. selves-with iron hooks!—a practice which I shall
describe more particularly. The person who sub-

N
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mits to this cruel superstition, for the purpase of

making atonement for sin, has two iron flesh-
hooks passed through the integuments, on each

side the back-bone; and being suspended by

ropes attached to these hooks, he is drawn up
about forty feet into the air, and there twisted
round for a considerable time. -Whatever he
throws down of fruit, or the like, is caught up
with great avidity, and counted sacred. Some-:
times the skin has given way, and the person has

been dashed to pieces: to prevent which, they -
occasimiglly put cloth round the middle, for the °

hooks to hold by with the skin. This ceremony
may be seen in almost every town once a year,
and-has often been. witnessed by Eurapeans !—An-
other practice is that of dancing. with threads,
canes, or. bamboos, passed through their sides.

The devatee passes threads through each of his

sides in six-places, and these threads being thirty
yards long, and fixed at each end, he dances. back-
wards and forwards as in a rope-walk |—Anothey
custom is that of passing. spits, or other instruy
ments of iron, through the tongue or forehead |
—Others fall from a height on sharp instruments !

—Some are swung over a fire !—These, and othex’

horrid ceremonies of the harmless, inqffeasive, hu-
mane Hindoos,, are often practised—they are-fre-

quently the occasion of death, and always tend to

brutalize the minds of both actors and spectators.
T2
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« The religious creed of the Gentoos,” says Dr.
White, * i$ a system of the most barbarous idol-
atry : they acknowledge indeed one Supreme God,
yet innumerable are the subordinate deities whom
they worship, and innumerable are the vices and

follies which they ascribe to them. With a blind- -

ness which has ever been found inseparable from
Polytheism, they a\dore, as the attributes of their
gods, the weaknesses and passions which deform
and disgrace human nature ; and their worship is
in many respects not unworthy of the deities who
are the objects of it. The favour of beings which
have no existence but in the imagination of the
superstitious enthusiast, is conciliated by senseless
ceremonies and unreasonable mortifications, which

strike at the root of every innocent and lawful

enjoyment. What indeed shall we think of a re-
ligion which supposes the expiation of sins to
consist of penances, than which fancy cannot sug-

gest any thing more rigorous and absurd, in sitting -

or standing whole years in one unvaried posture,
in carrying the heaviest loads or dragging the

most weighty chains, in exposing the naked "

body to the 'scorching sun, and in hanging
with the head downwards before the fiercest
‘fire? But it were endless to dwell on all their
_ supetstitious rites. One most cruel and inhuman
custom prevails among them, by which the wife
of the Gentoo is induced to burn herself on the

pile whieh consumes her husband ; a custom if

N
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not absolutely enjoined by her religion, yet ‘at
least so far recommended by it as to render the
breach of it in some cases subject to the utmost
ignominy and detestation. This practice of sacri- -
ficing living objects to the manes of the dead con-
tinuing in opposition to the prohibitory orders of.
the Indian government, the Marquis Wellesley
lately instituted an inquiry as to the probable
numbers of these religious murders, with a view
to make it, at'some suitable period, the ground
of some restrictive law. And his inquiries have
established the horrid fact, that upwards of 30,000
widows are annually -burnt with their husbands,
besides which, numbers of women and children
are every year cast into the river as offerings to
the goddess Gonza. . When a woman gives, birth
to twins, one of the infants is generélly sacrificed
to this goddess, in acknowledgment for her
bounty.” Such, Sir, is the conduct of the Hin-
doos, the subjects of your panegyric for their
harmlessness, honesty, and humanity !—But what
would Christianity do for them? Why, Sir, it
would constrain them immediately to quit all the
abominable practices I have enumerated, and ef-
fectually teach them * to deny all ungodliness and
worldly lusts, and to live godly, righteously, and
soberly, in this present world.”—The following

anecdote related by Mr. Swartz, or one of the

Malabarian missionaries, will evidence the béneﬁr
cial effect of Christianity in preventing those su-
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perstitious ‘cruelties they undergo in order to
atone for sin.~A certdih man on ‘the Malabar
coast, had inquired of various devotees and priests
how he ‘miglit make atonement for his sins; and
at last he was directed to drive iron spikés, suffi-
ciehtly blunted, thrdugﬁ his sandals, and on these
spikes hé was to place his naked feet, and walk
250 coss, ‘that is, about 480 miles. If, through
loss of blood, or weakness of bodv, he was obliged
to halt, he might wait for healmg and strength.
He undertook the journey, and ‘while he halted
under a large shady tree, where the gospel was
sometines preached, one of the missioniaries came;
and: prreached in his hemng from these words;

. *The blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth from allsin.”

While he was preaching, the man rose up, threw
off his torturing sandals, apd cried out aloud,

"« Thig ‘is what I want;” '58} from that time he |

became a lively witness, that the blood of Jcsus N
€hrist does cleanse from all sin indeed. '

If, indeed, to make the natives of India prose-
Iytes to Christianity were nothing inore than
to teach ' « the - Mussulmans to eat: pork, or
the disciples of Vishnou, for the gratification

~of their appetites, to eat every descriptioni’ of

flesh,” or even to make them such Christians as
the Stranger in Readmg, who, if he be not 4
@ WOH in sheep’s clothing,” (a deist under the
nate of a Chrxsnan,) is undoubtedly', to use ad )

Y
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expressive solecism which occurs in the writings
of ‘the late pious Bishop Wilson, ‘¢ a Christian
without Christianity”==I say, if this were all -

that might be expected in proselyting the Maho-
metans or Pagans to Christianity, ‘so far should I

be from commending a missionary for travelling. =

ten thousand miles for the purpose, that I would,
not myself quit one room for another, to accom-
plish it. —But you represent the advocates for the
spread of Christianity as believing, that by « be<
commg Christians, these heathens will ensure their
future happiness in a world to come.” - It is: an
undoubted truth, that they are fully persuaded that.
thns will actually be the happy consequence,:in -
relation to all those of them who shall be justi-
fied by faith, experience the new birth, and
put off the old man. The advocates for the
_ propagation of the gogpel fully believe the epistles
. of St. Paul, and therefore they must possess a firm
- conviction that all Pagans, Jews, and Mahometans,
are in a state similar to that in which the apostle
described the Ephesians.to be previously to their
conversion. * You hath he quickened, who were
- dead m trespasses and sins; wherein in time past
ye walked, according to the course of this-world,
. according to the prince of the power of the air,
.. thespirit that now worketh in the children of dis-
chdxence Among_whom also ‘we all had our
~ conversation in times past, in the lusts of our
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flesh and ‘of the mind, and were by nature the
children of wrath even as others.”* " In’this pas-
sage the apostle evidently includes both Jews and
Gentiles, and the whole body of the Clmstxan
church, as considered in themselves, before that
“God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love
_wherewith he loved them, even when dead in sin;
had quickened them together with Christ.”+ But
‘he afterwards thus addresses, in particular, the
converts made from among the heathen; ¢ Where-
fore remember, that ye being in time - past Gen-
tiles in the flesh, who are ‘called the Uncircumci-
sion by that which is called the Circumcision in
- the flesh made by hands; that at that time ye were
without Christ, being aliens from the common- -
wealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenants
of promlse, having no hope, and without God in
the world.”] They had been, in their externalk
situation, under vastly greater disadvantages, and
ata much farther distance from God and salvation;
than_the Jews.  But now, in Christ Jesus, ye
who were sometime far off, are made nigh by the
blood of Jesus.” And it is evident that a similar
difference subsists, at this day, between professed
. Christians and those who have nqt the external
means of grace and salvation. §

* Ephes. 2.1—3. " ¢ Ver. 4, 5. 1 Ver. 11, 12.
§ See an able and argumentative sermon on this subject,
preached before the Society for Missions to Africa and the East,
by the Rev. Thomas Scott.
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Can you wonder, Sir, thnt the disciples of Je-.
sus should attempt the conversion of the heathen,
when tliey believe that the civilization of the
world and the salvation of men in a very eminent
degree keep pace with the progress of the gospel?
Can’ you be surprised that Christians have’ ever.
considered it their duty to propagate their religion
I unenlightened regions? Their conduct does
indeed appear wonderful and surprising to you, -
if a judgment may be formed from that pathetic
apostrophe in. which you call on your  good,
honest, and well-meaning countrymen,” to desisk
from their attempts. Permit me, Sir, to follow
your example in the use of this rhetorical figure,
~—Go on, my brethren, in your glorious career '
Look up to the Author of the gospel, and to: the.
Giver of every good and perfect gift, for suecess
in -proportion to your exertions! And eonfi-
dently expect that your labours will be beneficial
to yourselves, and productive of the meost im-
portant blessings to the favoured obJects of your
benevolence!

" You have amerted, in your fatrago. of errors,
shat the scriptural phrases justification -by faith,
the mew birth, putting off the old maz, dre in-
explicable and unintelligible. Allow me, Sir, to
convince you of the contrary, by a brief expo-

. sition.’

Justi ﬁeanan by faith is a doctrme clearly re-
vealed, and frequently alluded to, in the New
’ 4

/7
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Testament: we hnow, therefore, that it is a doc- |
trine accerding to truth and godliness. Justifica.

tion is an act flowing from the mercy and grace
of the Deity, by which he pardons the transgres
sions of believers, and accepts them as though they
were. righteons. It will formally be pronounced
upon them at the day of judgment, though they
doubtless become subjects of it in the present
world, as:it is positively asserted respecting them, -
that there is no condemnation to- them, and that,
. being justified by faith, they have peace with God
through the Redeemer. From-what I have asserted,
'you will see that justification is something more-
than forgiveness of sins; for in common language,
to receive a pardon, and to- be justified, are very
different things. When a man .is psrdoned, it
supposes that he has broken the law, but that the
‘Jaw is dispensed with, and the threatened punish-
ment is not executed. But when 'he is justified,
it supposes that he has a righteousness equal to
the demands of the law, and therefore that he
may be acquitted on the principle of justice.—
Row the Scripture declares that all mankind will
be summoned to the bar of God, when every in-
dividual of the human race will either be justified
" or condemned. Two methods of justification are
spoken of in the Scripture, the first of which js
by the law. God has given a law to all mankind
"—a law which enjoins duty and forbids transgres-
sion. - There have been various dispensations and -
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publications of this law, which in different degrees
‘have pointed out its extent and perfection. This:
law requires perfect and perpetual obedience;:
every duty it enjoins‘. must be performed. It
makes no: allowance for defects—it gives.no place
for_repentance. How then can any be saved? -
None by the law, according to the repeated decla-
rations of Scripture. . But it not only cannot save.
'—it moreover positively condemns. Its language-
is, ¢ Cursed is every one that continueth not in
al]l things that are written in the book of the law,
to do .them.”* Hence you see the reason why
the law is called * the ministration of death.” It
is because it delivers over to eternal death every.
- one who transgresses it. Such are the nature and
- the sanction of the moral law.—But are we then
ta sink  into desPair‘? No, blessed be God, he
has provided another method of justification. He
sent his eternal and only-begotten Son into the
world, to fulfil the precepts of the law which we
had broken, and to endure the penalties which we
had incurred-; *“ He was made sin for us, who knew
nosin, that we might be made the righteousness
of God in him;” and thus, as it.is expressed by

. -the pen.of a prophet, ¢ he brought in an everlast-

ing righteousness.” It is through his obedience
unto death, therefore, thatany one of the human
race can be justified at the tribunal of the divine
justice. But in order to bhe justified by Christ, it

*Galslo
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is necessary that we believe- on. him. for the pur- . .

~pose ; and: this faith in the Saviour implies, that

-we cordially credit this method of salvation, re-

. vealed to us in Scripture, through his obedience
. and.death—that we approve of it as the plan which

God has devised—and that we actually. trust in the
Saviour to be saved in his. way. When we thus
,believe, we are justified by f2if®% and this faith
- will produce the effects attributed to it in the
word of God—love and obedience. This, Sir, is
the way of salvation—on this foundation I build
all my own hopes—here I venture my soul, with
all its eternal- interests.—Stranger, this plan of
salvation is revealed to you in the Scriptures, and
it is here briefly explained. Embrace it, and you

~ shall be saved with everlasting salvation. Reject |

it—but consider the consequence—if you should,
as sure. as you will stand at the bar of God, you
will be condemned, or the Bible is not a true
book. - , ' _

- The new birth you bave attempted to ridicule
in two -places in your Letters. But what is it,
Sir? It is the doctrine with which the Redeemer
-of mankind commenced one of the most import- .
ant conversations that ever was held upon this

earthly globe. The new birth, Sir, is not a doc-

trine that we are to reject as an msngmﬁcant no-
tion—the peculiarity of any sect or party of reh-
gionists. The thing itself is not to be consndered
as the attainment of a few extraordmary men; but
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it is essential to the salvation of every ‘human be-
ing. The phrase « to be born again” is undoubt-
edly figurative; but the thing it represents is
. real. As by our birth into this world we partake
of human nature, so by our undergoing that
. change which is designated by the new birth, we
are made partakers of a divine or spiritual nature,
and become the subjects of a transformation, scrip-
turally denominated a new creation. The whole
man is renewed. Is the understanding, in relation
to divine things, naturally dark? By regeneration
it is iluminated. Is the will stubborn, perverse,
and depraved ? By regeneration it is brought into
‘a cheerful subjection to the divine mind, as reveal-
éd in the Scriptures. Are the affections impure ?
By regeneration they are renovated and sanctified.
In Short, « If any man be in ‘Christ Jesus, heisa
new creature,”* or a new creation, as thg:' word'
also signifies. He has new views of himself~of
the law—of the gospel—of God—of the Saviour—
of death—of judgment—of eternity.—In fine, * Old
things are passed away, and all things are become
new.”—But who is the Author of this change 7=~
So great, so noble; ‘and so diviue, is the tenova=
tion, that none but the Spirit of God can accom-
plish it. Hence in the New Testament it is always
ascribed to the divine power; “Except a man be
born of the Spiri¢, he cannot see the kingdoni of
God.*} * Of his own wifl he begat us, that we'
*2Cor.5.17.  4Johnd.a.
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~ should be a kind of first-fruits of his creatures,”*

~What are the evidences of it? Faith in the
" Redeemer ; love to God and man; victory over
the world; and universal holiness of life.—
Stranger, you have cast contempt on a doctrine,
an experimental acquaintance with which is ne-
cessary to your salvation. If you live and die
without becoming a subject of it, it is impossible
that you can either see or enter into the kingdom
of God. ' .

The next scriptural phrase which you have
made the subject of your contemptuous ridicule,
is, the command of God by the apostle to put off
the old man, or, as you have yourself expressed
it, in words nearly synonymous, the man of sin,
Let us read the whole of the beautiful passage as
it is recorded by the pen of the inspired writer.
“* But'ye have not so learned Christ; if so be that
ye have heard him, and have been taught by him, .
as the truth is in Jesus: that ye put off, concern-
ing the former conversation, the old man, which
is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts; and
be renewed in the spirit of ‘your mind ; and that
ye put on the new man, which after God is created
in righteousness and true holiness.”—The truth as
it is in Jesus, of which the apostle has been speak-
/ing, taught these Ephesians, and teaches all wheo
are the subjetts of true Christianity, that they
must put off, in respect of their wholg former
' * James 1. 18.

2
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_ tonversation and behaviour, thie o/d'inan, 8t that
sinful nature, which they derived from fallen
Adum, and which is corrupt in all its principles
and affections. The outward conduct resulting
from this corrupt nature must be east off at once
as a filthy garment; and the inward desires them-
telves must be denied, crucified, and mortified;
till they are wholly abolished ~—The Ephesians had
also been taught accerding to the truth in Jesus,
that they must continually be renewed mere and’
tore in the inward judgment, temper, and affec-
tions of their souls; by the powet of divine grace,
into the humble, spiritual, holy, and affectionate
mind of Christ: that so they might put on the
new man, and that theitr habitial conduet might
be conformed to his example, and evihce that
they were new created after the image of God in
Fighteousness and true holiness—the holiness gf
éruth, even that holiness which springs from a
real belief of the truth as it is in Jesus; consists in
uprightness towards God and man, and pro-
duces genmine peace and satisfaction.—These
lessons they had been taught by the apostle, and
by Christ himself, if they were true Christians.~—-
The cortupt conversation, including doubtless the
bad habits of the heathen, . is distinguished from
the ¢ old man,” or the depraved nature, whence
~ all these evils sprang. The root would still-re-
" main, after the converts had  put off, concerning
the former conversation, the old man ;” 3nd this
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would render watchfulness and diligence needful
to the end, even till « the body of sin was abo-
lished.” If the ¢ old man™ signify only bad ha-
bits, as some explain it, how did it come to pass
that these bad habits have .always been so general,
not to say, universal; while good habits have been
exceedingly rare? We never read of bad habits,
in any degree, among holy angels; nor.would
they have been heard of among men, if we had -
not apostatized from God, and become.dead ip
‘ sin, and “ by nature children of wrath,”—The
state of the unconverted Gentiles is indeed herg
particularly adverted to: yet it is most certain,
that the natyre of the unregenerate (nay, their
practice also, except in respect of gross idolatry,
and some of its abominable appendages) issimilar,
even in those who are called Christians. *

!

I am, Sir, &ec.

* See the note on tie passage in Scott’s Bible,
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LETTER XIL

SIR,

In yor catalogue of religious denomi-
nations existing in Reading, you have noticed the
‘Sandemanians, of which I believe there is a small
society who have ameeting-house in London-street;
but, as in the case of the Universalists, you have
not honoured them with any subsequent notice. " -
The Sandemanians are a sect which originated in
Scptl‘ahd,. in 1728. ~ They were first denominated
Glassites, from their founder, Mr. John Glass,
but have since received the name by which they
are now distinguished, from Robert Sandeman,
who published a series of letters to Mr. Hervey, as
strictures on his Theron and Aspasio. - -The San-
demanians.consider faith as a mere assent to the
truth, independent of any of its effects, and deny
the agency of the Holy Spirit in its production.
They consider an examination in relation to the

~ fruits of belief, as tending to establish a personal

rightéousness upon frames, feelings, and acts of faith.
The members of thissect, thoughstrictinsome points
of discipline, are very lax on other subjects. They
do not-appear to lay much stress on the observance
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of the sabbath, on which day they generally dine
together in the interval between the morning and
afternoon services. They allow of public and
ptivate diversions, so far as they are not connected
with circumstances sinful in themselves. Mr. San-
deman, in his letters before mentioned, which is
one of their staridard-books, pleads in favour of
* theatrical amusements; and it is said that an at-
tendance on them is very common among his fol-
lowers. Whether the Reading Sandemanians act
exactly on these principlesI presume not to deter-
mine, being altogetﬁer unacquainted with them ;
on which account I add nothing to these general
remarks. * . ' :
You have implied that there are several other
religious societies in the borough, besides those
you have specifically noticed. There are, Sir,
only two remaining congregations, which, on the
plan of your Letters, certainly ought to have been
~particularly noticed, as their numbers are not
small. . The one is a second society of Independ-
ents, who have a meeting-house in Minster-street,
and profess exactly the same sentiments with the
congregation in Broad-street, which you mistook 4
for Presbyterians. This body of Dissenters was
- formed of a secession from the Chapel-congrega-
‘tion, the Baptists, and the old Independents; but
principally from the first. '

# See Fuller's Letters on the subject, just published.

1
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The ather congregation T allude to, are Anti-
nomians,. ‘Thi§ sect desive their name from the
Greek terms a—agqinst, and vouos—Igw, as being
against the moral lgw, not merely as a means of

- obtaining life and salvation, which is undoubtedly

she doctrine of Scripture, and the sentiment of
all the orthodox; but likewise asa rule of conduct
to belicvers. The Antinomians had their origin
in the sixteenth century. While. the champion of
Protestantism, Luther, was employed in censuring

- and refuting the Popish doctors, who mixed the

Jaw and gospel.together, and represented eternal -
happiness as the fruit of legal obedience, 2 new
teacher arose, whose name was John Agricola, a
native 'of Isleben, and an eminent doctor in the
Lutheran church. This man appears to have been
the first who publicly advanced Antinomian senti-
ments, which drew upon him the animadversions
of the great reformer, who wrote against him with
a degree of acrimony peculiar to his character
when attacking his opponents, and first styled him
and his followers dntinomians. The members of
this sect disown personal and progressive sanctifi-
cation—hold it inconsistent for a believer to pray
for the forgiveness of sins—maintain that God is not
displeased with a heliever on account of his sin,
nor pleased with him on account of his obedience ;
that he is neither the worse for the one nor the
better for the other—that sin does the believer no
hurt, and that righteousness does him no geod—

B ™ sma -~ - - - e L o -
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that repéntance and confession of sin are not ne-
cessary to forgiveness—with nlariy other sentiments
equally absurd and unseriptural.—~Antinomianism
.may, however, be reduced to one'point. Those:
persons who hold tlie sentimént that the moral
law is net a rule of life for believers, are pro-
perly Antinomians, agreeably to the meaning -of
the word. It is, howéver, necessary that I should
Here make a distinction. It is admitted that-some
‘ Well-m'eaning persons have embraced thesentimerits
of Antinomianism, who aré, nevertheless, far from
being immoral in their practice. But hotwithstand-
ing this, the doctrines of Antinomianism, in my

‘opinion, cannot be reprobated irt ternis too severe.
* For if ever any sentithents were propagated, which
merit to be stigmatized as doctrines of the Devil, I
think it is eminently the case with these. It seems
searcely necessary to add, that every person whe
lives in the habitual, wilful, and presumptuous
transgression of thedivine law, is an Antinomian
in ptactice, though he thay not hold the sentiments
on which I'have judged: it necessary to place se
decided a mark of reprobation.

Having endeavoured, ‘Sir, to rectify your mis-
.representations of the different sects into which
the professors of Christianity in.this town are di-
vided, I cannot cornclude these remarks without
expressing my. concern at the existence of somé
‘of them, nor have I any doubt but that ameng
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the various religionists abounding in Reading,
there are some who ought to be numbered among
heretics and schismatics. But let me explain what
I'mean by heresy and schism. . By the former is
implied a.faction under some leader, or _iéadérs,
. holding doctrines different from those authorized
by the New Testamerit. By schisms are intended
unnecessary and unchristian dissensions and divi-
sions. Far from me be the thought of imagin-
ing, with some, that conscientious separatists from
the national church are either heretics or schisma-
tics! Such a sentiment would undoubtedly mani-
fest not only a total want of candour and Christian
charity, but also the grossest ignorance of the
nature and present state of the Christian church.
The church, in its primitive days, was uxidoubiedly
considerably different from what it is at present.

.~ Though consisting of separate congregations or

churches, its unity ‘as a whole was much more ,
evident and striking than it has been for many
ages past. . It appeais to me to have been much
more_properly ore than at present; and a few
shades of difference in sentiment,  and much less a
defect in not coming to the full standard of ortha-'
doxy, were not considered as a cause for separa-
tion from that unity of profession which then ge- .

nerally prevailed. Though there might be many
congregations in a city or town, the church was
nevertheless but one. While, as it appears to

2
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me, there were different pastors and teaching
presbyters over the various congregations, there
was one who, by way of eminence, was especially
Ture Bisror, though all the pastors and preshyters
were sometimes in a general way denominated
overseers or bishops. When a member was ex-
communicated from any congregation, as in the
case of the offending Corinthian, he was excluded -
not only from a particular congregation, but
from the whole church. But the church has been
long in a more divided state than it was at the pe-
riod to which I am referring ; though it probably
will not remain thus at the period in ‘which great
grace will again rest upon all her members. It
would, however, in the present age, be an evi-
dence of the greatest arrogance, in any particular
church now in existence, whether that of Rome,
of England, or of Scotland—whether the Lutheran,
the Calvinist churches, or any class of dissenters
from them, to arrogate to themselves exclusively
the title of Tue Cuvpren.—1 have not offered these
remarks to infer that the sins of heresy and schism
are blotted out of the New Testament, nor have 1
any intention of excluding a// the religionists of
Reading from the charge. ,

Nearly at the conclusion of the letter which
has offered so much occasion for animadversion,
you speak of the Deists, of whom you say there
are not above a dozen families in the town. You
profess that “ it is hardly creditable [credible]

2a
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" there should be any, had we not daily instances
of this melancholy #ruth.” A person, Sir, of
common understanding, who might dip into your
book, would immediately perceive that you intend
this passage as an example of your favourite irony,
even though you had given no particular inform-
ation on the subject; but fearing lest any of your
readers should be so dull as not to apprehend your’
meaning, you have marked the words “ feeble
reason,” *‘ truth,” and < imputed,” in Italics,
and closed the whole with a note of admiration s
by which you'evidently declare, in your style of
writing, that throughout the whole passage you
mean the exact contrary to what you assert. I
cannot, Sir, but consider this, notwithstanding
your occasional profession of respect for the Esta-
blished .Church, as an indication that you class -
yourself among the Deists; and, viewing the pa-.
ragraph as the production of your pen, I look
upon it as manifesting an enmity to Christianity
_equal to any thing that appears in the writings of
Voltaire, Shaftesbury, or Paine. ‘

In describing the religious denominations of

. Reading, you have professed to * give a faithful
picture of the place and its inbabitants;” but your
sketch, Sir, does not retain the usual resemblance
preserved in a caricature. It is altogether a mis-
representation. You have described the bulk of
the inhabitants as Methodists, not only destitute

of common sense and of commen honesty, but
P _
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professing a religion which does not in¢lude mo-
- rality in its system. You have not, however,
substantiated your charges, which are merely un-
founded assertions, without the least appearance of
evidence or of proof. But let us endeavour to
bring this negative charge of the want of morality,
which you lay upon the Methodists, ‘to some de-
termining test. And in order to avoid circum-
locution, I shall use the term Afethodist, in the
sense in which I have no doubt you desire it should
be_used, as including all those persons who mani-
fest concern on the infinitely important subject
of religion.

In what respects, Sir, do the Methodists evi~
dence their want of morality by their disregard of
the Deity ?—Are they more profane than others ?
~ Are they noticed for their cursing, swearing, and

taking the name of God in vain ?—As I occasion-
‘ ally walk through the streets of Reading, my ears -
are not unfrequently assailed with oaths, curses,
or profanations of the divine names. But I always
know that these offenders are not Methodists, be-
cause the latter profess to have the fear of God
upon their minds; while the man, whether he be
a king or a beggar, who will habitually curse, -
swear, or irreverently use the names of the glori-
ous I aM, manifests to every witness that he nei-
ther kas, nor professes to have, any fear or love
of the Deity.—Do- the Methodists discover their
disregard of God by their profanation of that day



180

which he has set-apart to be kept holy >—Nay, Sir;
according to your own account, they observe it
by an excessive preciseness, except that some of
them occasionally wiolute it by driving their taxed
carts to a place of worship. . :
- Allow. me likewise to ask in what respects the
Methodists evidence their want of morality in re-
lation to their fellow-creatures? Are there more .
adulterers, fornicators, drunkards, thieves, or co-
vetous persons, among them, than among others
who make no profession of religion? I leave
you, Sir, to answer this question according to the
“dictates of your own conscience. I must, however,

do you the justice to say, that you have not
‘brought any charges of this nature against them,
subsequently to their professing methodism. The
persons in Reading who keep a seraglio, and the
covetous, Jewish, tradesmen, are specifically disr
tinguished by you from the Methodists. In'short,
after the general charge,' already noticed, nothing
is particularly specified against them, either as a
society or as individuals, except that some of
them who live in the country, and who conse-~
quently are no¢ included among the inkabitants
of Reading, drive their taved curts to- publlc
_ worship.

Suffer me again to inquire, Sir, Do the Mcthod~
ists shew their want of morality by withholding
their benevolence from public charities? Let the
subscriptions to these be examined, and the result,
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1'am persuaded, will evince that they are not par:
ticularly defective in this species of beneficence.
 —This concluding inquiry leads me to another
8ubjéct, which I hope, Sir, will be the last that I
shall undertake to discuss. If the higher classes
of the inhabitants of Reading be sordid, the trades-
men covetous, and the Methodists regardless of
morality, how comes it to pass that Reading can
boast of so many charitable institutions supported
by voluntary contribution ?—If, Stranger, you
were to visit all the towns in the United Kingdom,
perhaps you would find but few, if any, which, in
proportion to- the wealth and population of their
inhabitants, exceed the borough you have so egre-
giously libelled on the subject on which I am now
entering. Permit me, Sir, to refer to a few of
those charities which are at present supported by
voluntary’ contribution, omitting those which owe
their existence and maintenance to endowments.
With pleasure I first notice the Dispensary,
which you have attempted to vilifj'. A sum of
three hundred pounds nearly; if a judgment may
be formed from the last report, is annually sub-
scribed and collected for this charity, for the pur-
pose of administering advice and medicine to the
poor, in addition to thirty guineas arising from
subscriptions.and donations, that have been funded
since its commencement, which has been only a
few years. Sermons are occasionally preached in
. all the dissenting places, of worship, as well as the

1
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churches, in behalf of this charity; and it is well
known that in the congregatidns of the former, as
well as of the latter,” the collections are liberal.

Every friend of the rising generanon must view
with approbation the institution of the Green
School, in Broad-street, where twenty-one girls
(seven from each parish) are boarded, educated;
and clothed. This excellent charity was instituted
" and conducted under the especial patronage of the
late Dr. Sturges, vicar of St. Mary’s, assisted by
the ‘honourable and reverend Mr. Cadogan, and
some other clergymen and other beneficent cha-
racters of the town. It is now continued under
the particular care and inspection of the liberal
and learned Mr. Nares, the present incumbent of
St. Mary’s, with the ministers of the other churches,
About a hundred and twenty pounds are annu-
ally subscribed for the support of this charity, in -
addition t6 some endowments which have been
funded, and a collection arising from a sermon
preached in rotation at the three different churches
on St. Thomas’s day,- amounting in general to
forty-five or fifty pounds.

There is another school in Friar-place, instituted
.and conducted by the honourable Mrs. Cado_gan;
where thirty-two girls are educated, and partly
clothed. The expenses of this school are defrayed .
hy volantary subscriptions and donations amounts
{ing to sixty guineas per annum, (nearly, ) and the
profit of a repository for fancy-work, which.is
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always amply supplied by the beneficent ladies of -
the town. . ‘
Another school, on a plan similar to the fore.
going, for educating and clothing twenty girls, has
been instituted and conducted under the patronage
of the ladies of the Independent congregation in
“Broad-street. The expenses of this school, amount-
ing to sixty guineas annually, are met by volun~
tary subscriptions and donations from the congre-
gation. ‘ : .
A school has lately been instituted in the bo-
rough on the plan recommended by the benevolent
and ingenious Joseph Lancaster, for the instruc~
tion of a large number of the children of the lower
' classes, of both sexes. The land is purchased for
- the,erecting of a suitable building, and an annual
subscription of nearly a hundred and twenty
guineas has been raised for the purpose of con-
ducting a temporary school, till the plan of a se-
* minary on a larger scale shall be completed. -

In addition to the above-mentioned day-schools,
Sunday-schools have been instituted at the three
churches, at the chapel, and at the principal dis-
senting meetings; at all of which the children are
not only instructed, but occasionally clothed
through the munificence of Edward Simeon, Esg.
I have not made particular inquiries in relation
to the cxpenses of these,different schools; but I
have authority to say, that the annual collection
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at the Chapel, for the Sunday-schools which atterid
that place of WOl‘Shlp, has generally amounted to
from thirty to sixty pounds. -

But the beneficence of the mhahltants of Read-
ing is not confined to the support of schools. -
Several societies have been formed for the pur-
pose of exercising united benevolence to the poor
in various ways.—One of these, denominated the
 Sick Man’s Visitor,” instituted during the life-
time of the reverend and honourable Mr. Cadogan,
and cerdially pat‘ronised ‘by him, appoints three
or four of its members for the purpose of visiting
the sick poor, to administer consolation to them in
their affliction, and, as far as their means will ad-
mit, to assist them in their temporal necessities.
This society expends seventy pounds per annum;
raised by voluntary subscriptions, in this. traly
useful and charltable mode of exercising bene-
ficence. . ,

A similar society, consisting of ladies only, de-
nominated the Penny Club, fromthe circumstance
of the members’ subscribing weekly one penny
each, has existed for a few years past. Three of
the ladies are appointed every month or six weeks,
as visitors of the sick poor; and the sum of seventy-
five pounds was distributed last year by this be-
nevolent society: a circumstance which exhibits
a striking testimony that much good may often be
accomplished by the union and proper application
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of means which, when viewed separately, appear
to be so inefficient as to be considered by some as
almost contemptible.

‘The last charity of this nature I shall notice,
though by no means the least in the extent of its
application of temporal comfort to the necessities
of the poor, is the Ladies’ Society for administer-
ing to the comfort of poor women at the season
of their accouchement. A sum of not less than a
hundred and twenty pounds is now annually sub- -
scribed. Upwards of a hundred women are sup-
plied with a loan of linen during the month
of their confinement, besides a- comfortable
supply of apparel for their children, which they
are not expected to return except in case of the -
~ infant’s death. This Society was instituted in the-
year 1802, by the minister’s wife, and some of
the other ladies of the Chapel congregation. The
annual subsci'iptions at its commencement amount-
ed to fifty pounds, since which they have gradually ‘
augmented to the sum above mentioned, the ladies -
of the town in general having united to support
this very useful charity. The quarterly meeting
is still held at the Chapel, which is attended by
~ many of the subscribers, as well as by the women
with their infants who have received the benefit

of the Society in the preceding quarter. A mi-
- nister is generally present, by whom an addressis
offered to the women on the ‘interesting oc-
éaswn, when they receive from the treasurer of
- 2B - .

e
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the Society one shilling each, in addition to
former benefactions. ‘ :

I cannot conclude these remarks on the benefi-
cence of the inhabitants of Reading, without no-
ticing their exertions for the spread of that bene-
volent religion they profess.

A Society was formed last year as an auxiliary
to the British and Foreign Bible Society, at the
commencement of which nearly six hundred
pounds were collected in subscriptions and bene-
factions: and the annual amount is expected to be
very large, though of course net equal to the first
collections. I offer no comments on, the Bible So-

ciety, under the full persuasion that no comment

can possibly do justice to its inestimable utility.
A Society has been for some years in existence,
denominated the United Evangelical Itinerant So-
ciety,- the members of which consist of some of .
the principal persons of the Chapel, Independent,
and Baptist congregations, in union with some
members of the dissenting congregations of Mai-
denhead and Henley, for the purpose of 'diﬁ'usinlg
evangelical truth in the villages respectively con-
tiguous to these towns. The Reading subscriptions
to this Society exceed a hundred pounds a-year:
besides which, there are subscriptions for the same
purpose in other channels, amounting-at least to

" an equal sum with the one just mentioned.

- Coflections are occasionally made at the differ-
ent dissenting places of worship for the Missionary

B e e — e~~~ ———— e w e .
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Society, which generally do honour to the liberality
of the respective congregations. That at th'e'Chapel
usually amounts to fifty pounds. A sermon was
some time ago preached at St. Lawrence’s church
‘for the benefit of the Deaf and Dumb Asylum,
which produced, the sum of fifty pounds.

" A Penny Society, so denominated for a reason
before mentioned,'. has lately been formed for the

purpose of aiding the London Society for promot- . - |

~ ing Christianity among the Jews, the subscriptions
of which have produced in this first year between
' thirty and forty pounds.

In addition to the many public charities already
mentioned, the most liberal collections are fre-
quently made on incidental occasions.” I have not
unfrequently known upwards of fifty pounds, and
on some occasions more than a hundred, to be -
collected, in the course of a few days, among the
inhabitants of this town, for the spread of reli-
gion, the promotion of a charity, or the relief of
domestic or personal distress. I could also here
relate some singular instances of individual be-
neficence, which would probably be equally sur-,
prising toyou and honourable to the persons who
have exercised it; but you must discover, Sir, that
" there would be an obvious impropriety in men-
tioning these. I cannot, however, forbear no-
ticing, that these acts, in the principal instances
to which I allude, have proceeded from persons

v
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of that ¢lass which you assert profess a religion”
without morality.

I have now, Sir, completed my strictures on.

'your Letters. What effect they may have upon
your mind, I know not; butit is my earnest desire

"that it may be a beneficial one. I am persuaded
that you cannot read the letters I have addressed
to you, without being convinced that you have
most egregiously libelled the inhabitants of Read~
ing in general, but more especially those who.
make 4-credible profession of Christianity. ;

On reading my pages, Sir, you may at first sight:
imagine that I have occasionally treated you with -
too great severity ; if, however, you reflect on the
subject, there can be no doubt that your own -

" conscience will bear testimany to the propriety of
the general senfiment.maintained by those who
have read the Letters from the Stranger in Read.
ing—that the writer of. these Letters, whether

' he be a Stranger or an Inhabitant, merits the

most severe reprehension. Btill, I-beg to assure

you, Sir, that, whoever you are, I owe you no
personal malevolence—I should rejoice in your
welfure ; and to see yon under the influence of
that Christian -benevolence to which the readers

0" your book must infer you are at present a
 “Stranger” indeed, would afferd your oppenent

the most cordial pleasvre.—I cannot conclude

without reminding yot that your anonymous a-

\
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- tack on the professors of religion in Reading is a
most contemptible and feeble attack en Christi-
( anity itself. But, Sir, your weapons will recoil
upon yourself. Every persevering opposer.to the
religion of Jesus of Nazareth must sooner or later
perish. ““Whosoever shall fall on this stone, shall
be broken: but on whomsoever it shall fall, it
will grind him to powder.” The cause of the Son *
of God must prosper; and ‘ peace on earth, and
good-will towards men,” will follow.in exact pro-
portion to its success. May the whole earth soon .
be filled with his glory! Amen. -
I am, Sir, ,
Your cordial well-wisher,
Derecros,
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No.

A PHILOSOPHICAL dls;ertatlon on the comparative

value of money, with the causes that have pro-

duced it, in relation to its use in procuring the

necessaries of life, would be a very difficult and
ecomplicate work. Some of the principal causes
of such a variation as the worth of specie has
undergone, must be sought in the augmented
difficulty of procuring the necessaries of life in

consequence of increased population, in the heavy

expenses of the state, in the real depreciation -of

" the precious metals from the constant addition -

made to them, and in the artificial depreciation
of the coins by the operation of paper-currency,
But fully to understand the effects of these com-

" bined causes, with all the circumstances connected

with them, would probably exceed the compre-
hension of human intellect. Perhaps the best
mode of obtaining the most exact view of the

4comparatlve value of money, in relation to its

general and praciical uses, would be to examine
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for how much a quarter of wheat might be pur-
chased in those years which were nat remarkable
either for their scarcity er fertility. But it is not
my intention here to offer an’y remarks on the

-value of the precious metals, or of our national

currency, in comparison of what has been their
worth in past ages.

The present depucmted state of our currency
is a subject much more easily comprehended,
though but little understood by the bulk of the
people of England} but as it is a topic of orrea't
national importance,” which updoubtédly ought
to be uhderstood, 1 shall take the liberty of offer-
ing a few thoughts on it, in connexion with the
national debt, and the means of discharging that

debt by a sum devoted for the purpose at com--

pound interest.

I do not purpose to make any observations here
on the depreciation of gold in comparison with
other articles of necessify and commerce ; but to
~ compare gold as a metal, with gold as the cur-
rent coin of the state; for in these two’ senses
this highly-esteemed mineral now bears a very
different value.

An ounce of goldin coin is worth 3/. 17s. 10Ld.
that is, it is actually coined into that sum ; Butan
ounce of gold as a precious metal, is worth 4/. 10s.
6f our depreciated currency, - -and will actually
yield that sum either in the English or Foreign
market. But how is it possible that- gold in coim

. - 4
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should be of less value than it was previously to
. its being put into that form. The mesu! is not
depreciated, and therefore the guirnea cannot in
reality be of less worth than another piece of
gold of the same weight. Indeed, for the obvious
reasons of the labour that is bestowed on it, and
of its having the stamp of authority on its surface
to make it legal tender for all purchasable com-
modities, i¢ ought, according to the common
order of causes and effects, to be of rather higher
value in its coined than in its wncoined state.
‘What then is the cause of the depreciation of the
guinea when compared with the gold it contains ?
It is simply in consequence of being ranked with
~ the depreciated state of our currency. But whence
arises this depreciation of money, or what is com-
monly denominated the currency of the state?
Solely from the super-abundance of that artificial
medium of currency— Bank Notes.—Let the fol-
lowing circumstances be considered, and this po-
sition must appear, to all those who are capable
of judging on the subject, to be founded in truth.
Gold and silver are denominated precious me-
tals, from their natural excellence and scarcity.’ .
They possess a worth which is independent of
their being employed as coin, and which indeed
is the occasion of their being thus employed.
These metals will be divided amowg civilized
nations in proportion to their commerce and
wealth; and, while thus c}ivided, they will every
‘ 2c¢
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where possess nearly the same value: but if any
artificial means be made use of to occasion them
to be diffused in a different manner, such a mea-
_sure can be only temporary. It would be like
. an attempt to dam up a body of running water,
which will, in time, inevitably break down it$
barriers, and return to its natural course.—The
currency of one. country cannot be much more
valuable than that of another, for any considera-
ble length of time. If, however, any country
make use of artificial means to increase its cur-
rency, the excess will be exported till the pro-
porﬁon be again restored ; but as the substitutes
for the precious metals, or the artificial currency,
" - possess no intrinsic value, the coins only; or the
metals of which they are coniposed, will be sub-
jected to the exportation—The currency of any
couﬁtry is incréased by its banks; but while a
national bank, the notes of which are legal tender
throughout the country, is obliged to pay its own
notes in specie, no bad consequences can ensue.
The exportation of gold and silver in any form
may be left to the judgment and speculation of
individuals. = The interest of individuals, and that
of the state, on commerc1a| subjects, must har-
monize :—indeed, so far as wealth is concemed -.
they cannot possibly be at variance. All that a
national bank has to observe, is, not to push out
its note§,when they are rapidly returned for pay-
,menf ; which circumstance. would demonstrate
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that they were beginning to be of less value than
the precious metals, in consequence of super-
abundance. While the Bank keeps within these
bounds, it answers the most valuable purposes of
commerce, and possesses a general utility which
is incalculable. Country banks might be left to
themselves :—they would have their peculiar ad-
vantages, and would in no respects be injurious,
except to one another, while they were obliged
to pay in specie, or in notes of the national bank,
which would of course be equal to specie. They
would, however, probably decrease, paradoxical
as it may appear primd facie, in exact proportion
as the paper of the Bank of England diminished.
Asa collateral argument for this position, Iappeal
to the fact of their having increased in proportion
to the augmentation of the notes issued from the
national bank.—But while the necessity, the im-
~ portance, and the utility .of a national bank are
. maintained in the most uneqpivocal manner, it
must nevertheless be-argued, that as soon as its
notes become excessive, the currency is necessa-
rily depreciated ; and although public credit may
be perfectly good, yet the coin sinking in worth,
‘with the notes below its intrinsic worth as a metal,
it will necessarily be exported, except so far asit
is prevented by being hoarded. This excess &f
bank-notes now exists, the consequence of which
is, that the currency is exported, and that it will -
necessarily continue to be so, in spite of all efforts
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or laws to prevent it, while the cause remains.
But it happens, that the only part of the currency
which can be used for this purpose,-is the gold.
Bank-notes are not exportable articles; and the
silver coin is so depreciated by wear and counter-
feit coinage, that from these circumstances it is of
less worth than its artificial value arising from the
state of our currency. The removal of the gold
_is an increasing evil, and it must of nécessity, as
such, make a constant progression, till its cause
be removed.—The parliament of England, by
vesting in the Bank-directors the power which
they now. possess, have enabled them to fix a
mazimum on the price of gold; and this they
have actually, though inadvertently, done. They
“have lowered the currency more than fifteen and
a half per cent, by the super-abundance of their
notes :—a hundred pounds'in gold coin will now
yield 115/. 11s. 4Ld. for its value as precious me-
tal, and a hundred guineas will yield 1214, 6s. 1114.
One guinea is now worth 1/. 4s. 3d. of our cur-
rency, and ought to pass for that sum, in order
to prevent its exportation. An ounce.of 'gbld _
metal now sells for 4/. 10s. of the current.money,
whether it be paid in bank-notes, or gold of silver
coin. An ounce -of gold, ‘therefore, is -worth
'12s. 11d. more as'metal than it is as the current
coin of the kingdom. This is occasioned by our
issuing too large a quantity of paper currency,
by which the nominal valu€ of the gold is changed,
/ 4
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It has all the evils of a maximum attending it. It
is the same thing as if a law were passed to deter- -
mine that what is actually worth 4/. 10s. should
sell for 3/, 175..10L4. ; and it is well known that if -
such a law as this were to be passed in relation to
the price of wheat, or any of the necessary arti-
cles of life, famine must speedily be the conse-
quence. It is an absolute impossibility that the
value of gold.can be altered by any body of men,
~or by\any nation. The notes, therefore, must
again be brought to' the.standard of the gold, by
diminishing their number, and the impracticable
_attempt of bringing the gold to the standard of
the notes must be relinquished, or, as it appears
to' me, the evil will gradually increase, till the
most destructive and irremediable consequences
ensue.—The Bank-directors, as proprietors of
bank-stock, obtain some advantages from the pre~
sent syétem ; but many of them pr‘o.bab]y sustafn
superior losses, as monied men, from the depre-
ciation of that article in which their property
principally consists.—In short, to me it appears
almost as evident as a mathematical demonstration,
that this country must be brought into a com-
pletely ruinous state, in relation to its finances
and its property, unless the Restriction Act be
repealed.—The effect of such.a repeal, if it could
be . accomplished, would be to raise the valae of
- money fifteen and a half per cent; thatis, what is
a-hundred pounds now, would immediately be
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worth 1157. 11s. 4§—d. By this alteration, all the
necessaries of life would sink in price in the same
proportion in which the value of money had been
raised ; the poor clergy whose livings consist in
fixed sums paid out of the tithes, would be bene-
- fited more than by any act of parliament that has’
yet passed for their relief; the persons who pos-
sess property in the national funds, would again
be raised in some degree towards the state from
which they have sunk, in consequence of depreci-
ated currency; and many other important ad-
vantages would ensue. It. must, however, be
confessed, that, in consequence of the pernicious .
system which has long been pursued respecting
our national currency, difficulties of no small mag-
nitude would attend that alteration, which men
who understand the subject judge to be absolutely
) necessary. One of these would be, that the national
debt, a considerable part of which having been
contracted in the depreciated currency, must be
paid, unless provision were made to the contrary,
in the proper standard of the precious metals. In
short, whatever persons may assert who are de-
termined to cJose their eyes against the admission
of the light of truth, in relation to the subject on
which I have judged it necessary to give my senti- .
ments, = this country is involved in a serious
dilemma. May He who giveth mén counsel, direct
our financiers and patriots to the most suitable
means of extricating us from our difficulties!
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There is, in my opinion, no hope of the salvation

~ of the country, but that which arises from the

special ¢are and kind providence of that almighty.
and gracious Being by whom nations, as well as
individuals, are preserved in existence !

The national debt, amounting at present to
784 millions stgrling, at the commencement of
the present reign was only 200 millions, considered
at that period a most enormous sum. It has been
asserted by asensible and pious writer, who pro-
bably views our national situation through a too
flattering medium, that the national debt at pre-
sent is, in fact, but little more than it was at that
time, as the value of money is depreciated in a
three-fold proportion, so that 600 millions does
not, in reality, exceed what was then 200 dnly, )
This is most fallacious reasoning, as it does not
take into view the causes or -the actual state of
our present currency. It moreover implies, that
our circulating medium willcontinue depreciated in
comparison with other nations, in the same degree
as at present ; an hypothesis which politicians who
understand the subject begin to consider as, im-
possible. Bank notes are merely promissory notes
for the payment of specie. * This is a fact which
ought always to remain on our minds, in our spe-
culations on the national debt. Few p/ei'sdns have
any adequate ideas of the immensity of its present
amount. Were it possible to discharge the debt
of this nation as it exists at present, in specie,
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and that three-fourths of the sum were fo be paid
in gold coin, three-sixteenths in silver, and the
remaining sixteenth in copper, the bulk of metal
required for the purpose would astonish all who
had not calculated on the subject. If this money

was to be carried in wagons loaded with two tons

each, the number of wagons requisite for the gold
would be 2809, those for the silver, 10584, and
those for the copper, 109375 ; making a total of
122768 wagons! and if it were to be imagined
farther, that these wagons were to be employed in
carrying this sum of money, allowing the space
of thirty yards for each vehicle and team of horses,
48 miles would be the space containing the wagons
laden with gold, 180 miles would be the length
of the train of those carrying the silver, and 1864
miles that of those with the copper; forming unit-
edly a train of 2092 miles, about three times the
length of England and Scotland united ! "

Immense as the national debt is at present,- it

. A4
does not follow, as a necessary consequence, that, -

national ruin will be the iltimate effect of it, if
public credit should be maintained, and the debt
does not proceed to such an extent as to crush the
country by the amount ‘of taxes necessary to dis-
charge its interest.—The plan adoéted by Mr. Pitt,
to liquidate the debt by a.sum of money placed
out at compound interest, as a sinking fund, was
undoubtedly the wisest which possibly could be
adopted. The effect of compound interest is such

-
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~as to exceed the bélief of every person who is not
acquainted with its nature and effects. If the sum
of one penny had been placed out at simple inte-
rest at the birth of Christ, it would have amounted
.at the conclusion of the present year, (1810,) at five
per cent, to 7s. 61d.; that is, it would have pro-
duced another penny every twenty years, or five
pence every century. But compound interest
doubles itself in geometrical progression in the
| space of every fourteen years and a quarter. Had
the same sum of one penny been placed out at
~compound interest at the same rate, the sum re-
quired to pay it at the end of the year 1810, would
be a  mass of gold more than two hundred and forty
million times larger than the globe of the earth.
- This may seem an-incredible assertion ; but I scru-
ple not to maintain its truth. In 1810 years, there
. are 147 periods of 147 years, at the end of eack
of which the original sum of one penny is to be
doubled in geometrical progression :—that is, at
. the conclusion of the first period, it produces two-
_ pence; at the termination of the second, four-
‘pence; of the third, eight-pence,b &c.—Thé earth
" contains nearly 40000,000000,000000,000000
_ (that is, 'forty thousand trillions) of cubic feet.
Twenty guineas will lay in a cubic inch, or about
3500 in a cubic foot. Let the Arithmetician cal-
culate on these principles, and he will find the
- above statement to be just.
The principles of compoynd interest are not
2D
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'lik'e some things which are true in theory, but

absolutely impracticable in reality.* Its effects
soon begin to operate. - If one million of money

were placed out at compound interest, it would

pay the national debt in less than 138 years—two
millions would accomplish it in 123 yéars——foinr
millions in 109 years—eight millions in 94—-—ten

millions in 90—sixteen millions in SO—twenty in

76—and forty millions in 62 years.
On the whole, I cannot conclude these observa-

tions without adding, that this country, though

not in a desperate, is in a most deplorable, situa-
tion. What our doom may be, no man can know.

# The assertion of the -celebrated ArcuiMeDEs strikingly
-elucidates this remark. Confident of -the vast powers of me-
chanics, he exclaimed, Abs »& sw, xzi roy xosy.ov ximow, €€ Gwe
me a place to stand on, and I will move the earth.” Let us
examine this assertion, on the supposition that a proper place,
and materials of sufficient strength, could be procured. Itisa
well-known axiom'in meéchanics, that what is gained in power
‘is lost in time. On this principlé, and considering the earth to
mieasure as has been stated above, and that every cuhic foot of
earth weighs one hundred pounds—admitting further, that
- ArcHiMEDES could pull his lever with a power equal to two
“hundred pounds, and that he could move it no less than a hun-
dred yards in a second of time—it would still follow, as a ma-
thematical conclusion, that it would require between four and
five hundred millions of years to raise the earth a hair's breadth,

~on the supposition that there are four hundred hair's breadths

in the space of one inch. Hence we see that things sometimes
plausible in theory are absolutely impossible in fact, and that
the powers of man are confined within narrow limits, and more

suited to his actual state in the present world, than to his bound-

less imagipation,

'
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-It is, however, evident that, notwithstanding our
religious and moral advantages, sin still reigns’
through the nation; and this is the greatest enemy
to the body politic. It will destroy it without an -
executioner. While it manifests itself in cor-
ruption, injustice, treachery, and a hundred other
evils, it destroys, at the same time, public spirit,
the-love of our country, and all those other vir-
tues which are the ornament, the strength, and
‘the defence, of a nation.—May repentance and
. moral reformation take place, and these will na-
turally tend to remove the internal principles of
decay, and to implant and cherish the opposite
principles of vigour and life.—The present is not
a time for following the example of the Stranger
in Reading, in condemning and opposing the pro-
fessors of religion. The truly religious of every
denomination are the best security’ of the nation.
While true patriots, therefore, are 1ooking for
national reform, on all.t_hose subjects which are
uniirersally admitted to stand in need of reform,
let' them not forget that the y ought to reform
themselves in every thing that requires personal
reformation. A patriot ought to be regular, ho-
nest, generous, compassionate, sober, and virtu-
ous—how can he bea patriof except he be a good -
neighbour, a good relation, a good friend, and a
good citizen >—May such be the character of our
patriots in general! May such be the character
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of the patriots of Reading in particular! Thus
may it be hoped that national success and national
welfare will return. Thus may it be expected
that peace and prosperity will revisit the shores
of our beloved country. . S

"No. II.

T
A sue-commrTTee of the Society formed in Read-
ing for promoting the observance of the Lord’s-
day, having been appointed to wait on a solicitor
to act for them, he promised to give them his
answer in writing. Accordingly, a letter was
sent to the Committee a few days afterwards,
stating reasons for declining this appointment,
A copy'of this letter being exhibited in the office,
and spoken of by the opponents of the Society
as containing arguments against its propriety and
legality, which could not easily be answered, an
answer was sent by the Committee some time
afterwards, to obviate any impréssions which the
letter alluded to might have made on the persons’
who might have been influenced by its contents.
To this a reply was returned by the solicitor,

Pl
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sfating that- his letter had #o¢ been answered—
As this correspondence was used for the purpose -
of prejudicing the inhabitants of Reading against
the Society, and as the Society is not yet dis-
solved, copies of the letters that passed on the
-occasion, are here given, that the Public may

' judge for itself where the arguments are to be
.found.

‘GENTLEMEN,

" Havine deliberately considered the ap-
plication you made to me on behalf of the Society
for the Suppression of Vice in this town and
newhbourhood I am sorry to inform you that
I must decline the honour you intended me. I
am well acquainted with many of the members of
your Society, who, for real worth and excellence,’
are second to none—but the best of men may
err.—A society formed for the purpose of sup-
pressing vice by example and persuasion, must at
all times be pralse-worthy; but a society unau-
thorized by, and .unknown to, the laws of the land,
established for the purpose of over-awing the civil
magistrate, and of producing moral virtue by the
torture and pains of penal statutes, is a society to -
which I cannot honourably and conscientiously
lend my aid.—~It is not for me to speak of the ex-
tent and force of the moral law, as explained by
the conduct of our Sztvxour, or as publicly ac-
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knowledged or tacitly admitted by the practice

of all Christian nations—No—These are matters I
shall leave to the casuist and the divine. It is suf-

~ ficient for me, if I am firmly persuaded (as I cer-

tainly am) that the conduct of the Society has in

it the seeds of its own destruction—that it will be

a felo de se—that a body of gentlemen united to-

gether to promdte the morality of the Lord’s-day

by vigilance unequalled, not in self-examination,

but in labouring on the Sabbath-day.to find opt

the faults of others, to parade the streets, watch

the doors, and even intrude themselves into the

houses of their neighbours in quest of the irregu-

larities of their lives, and, in many instances, to

produce and increase ‘vice, by exciting evil pas-,'
sions and lasting resentment—and all this, to get
moral principles and pure and pious motives

forced into them by the scourge of a penal statute

—1 say, such a Society is not altogether what its

name imports.—Thus did not the Lord of thé¢ day
—and thus, in my opinion, you ought not to

persevere in doing. You will occasion more evils

than you will prevent, and, in the end, you may

have good reasons to regret that the Society was

ever established.

I beg to express my acknowledgment& to you
for your consideration of me, and to assure you
that nothing but the deepest convictign of the
rectitude of my own opinion could have prevented
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my doing as you wished.—1I trust that my private
opinions and public conduct will at all times

agree. With sentiments of the highest considera-
. tion and regard, o

»~

I am, Gentlemen,
Your most obedient servant,

BROAD-STREET,
Nov. 23, 1808.

To the Committee of the Society for the Suppression of Vice.

-

Sir,

Tue Committee of the Society for pro-
moting the due observance of the Lord’s-day, &c.
received your letter, in which you have declined
affording the Society your assistance as their soli-
citor, and acknowledge themselves sensible of the
honour you have done them by your expressions
of personal consideration and respect.

Though your letter, Sir, expresses a decided
hostility to the Society and its proceedings, the
Committee at first declined sending you any reply
Jjudging your arguments to be so fallacious and
sophistical as not to merit refutation. But, having
“understood that a copy of your epistle has been
exhibited to others, they have changed their opi-
nion, and judge it expedient to send you an an-
swer, in order to counteract those pernfcious
sentiments which your letter contains, and which

oy -
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Y

it is calculated to engender on the minds of such
as may not have sufficient penetration to discover
the errors with which it is replete. b

The Committee, Sir, are not a little surprised
that a person of your acknowledged penetration
should, on the one hand, have so far mistaken the
nature and proceedings of the Society, as it appears
from this letter you do; and that, on the other
hand, you should have opposed it with arguments
altogether imbecile and untenable. v

You say that ¢ a society formed for the sup-

pression of vice by erample and persuasion, must
_at all times be praise-worthy.” Thus, Sir, you

confer no small degree of praise on the Reading
Society, whose viewsand conduct you are attempt-

.ing to depreciate ; for these are the chief weapons

which they purpose to use; and it may be added,
they are the only ones which they hitherto kave
used, or which they desire to use in future. Have
they not pledged themselves in print, that « Pro-
secutions shall not take place, but in cases of per-
severing obstinacy on the part of the offender ?”
You observe, in the next place, that the Society
is “ unauthorized by, and  unknown to, the laws
of the land.” But what sentiments, Sir, do you
intend to convey by this declaration >—Do you
mean, that the Society is'illegal >—Or, do you
mean that all other societies are authorized by

, the law ?—Or, ﬁﬁally, do you mean that no so-

cieties ought to exist except they are thus au-
4 , ,
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thorized ?~<Surely by the phrasé, “ unauthorizéd -

by law,” one of these three things must be im-
plied, unless it be intended merely. to puzzle and
mislead. But fet us examine them separately:
Do you lmply, Sir, that the Socrety is ﬂlegal P
Such a sentiment is contrary to the Inghest law
authorities. We refer you to the evidence on

¢his -subject, offered in: the ¢ Considerations adt

dressed to the Inhabitants of Reading ;” and:take
the liberty to acquaint you, if you hitherto have
been ignorant of - the fact, that: the two Societies

instituted in London in'1788 and 1802, have been -

assisted and countenanced by the highest criminal
coiirtrin the kingdom. Societies of this kind were
first formed. in the reign of King Wilkam .and
. “Queen Mary, (a period in which British freedom

. never shone more brightly, ) and they have existed

to a greater or less. extent eversince. Wouldit -

aot ‘then be strange,” passing strange, -that tsesé
sacieties should. .continue: for. upwards. of .a ‘céti
.tury, ‘before . they were discovered.to be illegal ?
- .—Butdo you mean,. when you say this Society is
« upanthorized;" that all other societies are posi-
tively anthorized, by . the :laws of the ‘land ?~—A

moment’s reflection; Sir, must convince you that .
this is contrary tofact. '. You are yourself an evi-

dence that. this is ot-the. case; as Secretary to a

Saciety for_prosecuting Felans. That: Society is

- equally ‘fnxhaut_hdlizcdfhy,u and unknown to,the

laws of the kand;” as the. Reading Society for pro-
: 2x

B
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mating the Pbseryance af the Lord’sday, &<. - In
this respect, they stand exactly on the same
ground, and .ngt an argument. ca be advanced

against the lattey which will not equally apply'tc;;
the farmar.: But who would argue so illogically,

-as_ta infer unfavourable conplusions xespecting

the Sagiety for the Prosecution of Peloss, bacayse
it possesses no positive authiority from the laws of
she-land - Swrely, Sir, an axgument ad hominom
must bere he sufficient. - You stand. in the' same

- situgtion as thpmembery of the Society you esn~
. fgmm-25 wnanthotizned by law. The speietien diffar

noly in. the ebjests they have in view. These in
beoth Are laudable ; but the Committee ¢ansiat but
bdd, -that they dobsider-tliose-of one, in.sdme ré-
spects, as.much supbrior to these of the other, 4 |

“the general wdlfire of the commupity isto the

sediirity 'of the  property of. an individual.~ Bug
$inally;. do you. infar that no sooietied eughs:to
awist, engept they are first formally awthorized by
thic legislatore'?« Adas, Sir, should sweh a'period
gver dytiye if Britain, her patriota; instead of re-
joicing in ‘the eonstitutional . frebdom of theiy
gowtry, ‘will then beifound teflecting on farmer
tites, and)exclaiming,  Fuis Libersas ¥! .

- In-yaur :okarge; that’ tha Sbciety is establishéd
¢ for the-purpose. of jovdt-awing the civi) magic
tiate,” you ate totsily. mistaken. . The Sbdiety
dikclaims: it... Ehey wonld'seadily aid the magis
sovte “with el exbstions;: wetkhisé b gistrare
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: /
disposed to receive their. assistanoe. Bar. where

~_he'is not, they act as totally urconnected with
“bim, and ean merely: bring their casey beforg kim
for Judgment. . ‘How! 2 magistrate: carr ‘be overy

#wed, appear to the Convbittesras a. piradox
The magistrate wih .do no mete.than execwts thie
datuted of ‘the law, and this he i$-bound to do-by
P vath, and byithe: law of the land. - How farmd
magisonate might neglect; or réfuse to-folfil; his

. disy, wishout ‘its beirig . prdper to oblige him to

answey. iy "superior: coust of jddicature, is z
question “which - the Heading Society. hopc tHey!
shall never have ookasion to diecuss.. .

. A8 10. the obligatioh of the morsi ia\v, the Comv
thittee of the Reading Bociety dre cowvinced that
ititill ‘contimuses, aisd ever will .continue, in its
Pullest extint and forcey upom all individuals, and
all nations, to whorh it is promulgated ; and.they
consider the precept, “/Thow thald.not’suffer sios
upon thy neighbour,” as perfectly haemonizing
with, and necessarily: .arising. frory, the reqdire-
ments of this law, the sum of which, i relatiom
to our fellow-creatures, is, “ Thou shait love thy
neighbour as thyself.”” The moral law i as un~
changeable as its Author. But if, Sir, you refer

“to the moral obligation of. the Sabbatk only, in

addition to the general answer already given, i¢

‘may -be proper to remark, that the Loed of the

Sabbath, to whose conduect you refer, in his ar-
guments with-the Jews, opposed only their corr
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_ rupt- glosses and-superstitians, in"relation’ to, the
observance of the day. :He taught them that.it
was' perfectly -consistent: with ‘the. divine law, o
perform acts of mercy and. love ‘on the Sibbath-
day. These were-evidently goed--the observance,
of them was no prefanationof the Sabbath-mthay'
were'.ornamentalito: piety and religion: ., Lan: i:

“Beisuppdded, . Sir, that Jesud Chirist,’ who chimed
the title of: Lard of the Sabbath, and -who thus
evidently shewed that;he had a right to make such
alterations in the circumstances of obserxing .this
‘holy day of rest asbecame him, the grest Law-giver
—can it be sapposed, we; ask, that.Jesus. Christ
would 30 frequently have discussed - this subject
with the Jews, and shewn what wotks wete lawful

on the Sabbath-ddy, without allowing of any; other -

exceptions, if the institution, for the substance. of
#t, had not heen intended to be continued ‘in full
force under rthe ‘Christian dispensation ?—You.
may be.assured, Sir, as the nrembers’ of the:Read-

ing Society ‘are, -that the Sablath-breakers of the-

present day are: ndt acting. on the supposition,:

‘thdt the Founder of the Christian religion has de-.
stroyed the moral. obligation of thls sacred potuonv

of our time.

There is nothing in the Reading Socwty that
‘will impel it to suicide. It has had, Sir, and still-
has, no small number of respectable relatipns, not-

one of which, as far as the Committee have heard,

has ever been driven to such an act of desperation.

.
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That it éarsies in fiself therseddsiof-its.cown “desi
struction, feéhim evidencesript easily produced.-
But if by destruction, you mean merely dissolu-
tion, this implies no more tharcthat - iis' human ;
for all-hynan institutions are liable tordecay, from.
causes which it is not. necessary:here tenenumerate.: .
But whatsoever may be. itscend, the Committee:
trustrthat; like any. of its kimdfed -societies, be-
fore:iit dies, -it will live honourbly, and serve its
gengration according. to the will of God. '

In relation to. the charge of the Society labour-
ing on the Sabbath, it certainly comes with a:bad
grace from.a person maintaining the sentiments
contained in your letter, and it seems almost-un-
necessary .to attempt a-serious answer. But as. the

Committee are willing to give a reason of their
" conduct-to every inquirer, they reply,. that what

you call their labour, they consider as a work both
of charity and necessity, and that the sum of it in
any individual does not amount to what was per-

nmitted to the Jew under his dispensation, in which

external regulations and ceremonial observances
were often united with the precepts of moral ob-

Tligation—they refer to the Sabbath-day’s journey.:

The, Committee deny having * intruded them-.
selves into the houses of their neighbours, in quest
of irregularities.” ¢ There are no such things

_done as you say.” (Neh. 6. 8:) This erroneons

charge probably arose from one or two of the
members’ adopting the very plan which you, Sir,
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hate recommended—-wgiting ot & neighbour (d
tr'y what ipfluence. persuaswn would have on his
mind. ToreotaaLe o

. Should ‘the ‘condudt of the Society in any in-
stance. * inorease yite, by exciting evil passions,
or promoting reséntment,” they can only say,.
* that it belangs to them'to pursue duty, and leav€
consequences.—The:sage argument might be:ad-
duced for an atteidpt ( with reverénce be it spnken)
to abolish the holy Jaw of the Deity ; -for thispro- -
dagces the same eﬁ‘ects on the mmdc otl' the wicked
and'unvegenerate.

Inireply to YDur fast objection, where you speak
of “ forcing. morality by. the scourge of penal
statutes,” the: Committee: desire to remind you,
that your argument. equally opposes. magistracy
itself. All human laws are meant as'a system of
force. * The law was not made for the righteons, -
but for the lawless and disobedient.” Magistracy
is intended to operate on the fears of men; and
magistrates are ordamed expressly to be “ a terror
to evil doers.” Thcy are “ revengers, to execute
wrath upon those who do evil.”—The question
therefore is, Are penal statutes salutary and ne-
cessary in any cases? The Society judges, with
British legislators, that they are. By whom, then,
are they to be executed? By the magistrate, un-
doubtedly, 26.the proper and as the only instros -

, _ment, appointed by God and man.—But how is

the magistrate to become acquainted with the
2
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facts? ~In three ways onlyi . First, By his pés-
sonal observation.—Secondly,’ By -the vigilance ‘of
his officers.—Thirdly, By general information.. It
§s evident, an the most superficial consideration,
that the two first modes are insufficient to protuce
the desired effect. Informatioh is necessary, there-
fore, -to give spirit and effect to all penal :laws.
But does the Reading Society then coansist,. as has
Jeen assetted, of 4 club of informers ? The Com-
mittee will answer this question in thé words of
two eminent writers on the:subject. . The:cha-
racter of an informer is 'to injure oshers foz his
en henefit. But what is the injury done to thode
whe are reclaimed from vise by the discipline of
the humane laws,of the land? "What is the bene-
fit derived to any individual, abstracted from the
delightful consciousness of discharging a Christian
duty?” (Bishap of Landaff.)=— To confound all -
who bmng,oﬂ'enders to pumshment in the odium
attached to the name, of z;y'ormcrs, is to make
ourselves the dupes of mere vu]gar abyse of
langnage, in a manner which is dlsgraceful to any
mm having the slightest pretensions to sense or
education;, and worthy only of those who wish to
provide for the impunity of the vicious, by inju-
riously stigmatizing virtuous and meritorious
members of the community :—without laws, society
cannot subsist; and withaut infarmation against
offenders, laws are but a dead letter.  The most
enlightened legislatures, therefore, have not scru-
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pled to invite"such informers, even' by the hopt

“of pecuniary reward. This is indeed but a sordid

‘motive to action, "yet may produce much good to
.the Public; nor ought the tharacter of an informer -
to be esteemed odious, unless his informations

l ‘bewexativus, as well as in some degree:interested:

that is, unless they go to enforce obsblete ‘or op-
pressive laws, when the offence is trivial, and the
-penalty perhaps .severe. And how little this de-
scription’is likely to suit the informations laid by
- Society for. the Suppression of Vice, is- well said
Ay the above-mentioned learned ptelate.”- (Rew.
:John Scott.)—* The benefit such a society derives

“from their informafions, abstracted from the con-

sciousness of - doing good, i$ ‘expense, trouble,
-ahxsety, obloqu} contempt odmm, &c.” (B:shop
mf Landaff.) - ST

Sm‘ned by order,” and in behalf,’ of the Com-

" mittee of the Society formed at Reading for
the promotmg the due Obpervance of thc

' " Lord’s-day, &c. ’ _
R).'.AD!NG, Dekc. 24, 1808. —_— -~

: ‘ Senrct!ry- ).

o, —

2 A{hmq.at-law, Rgadmg,

cova e
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Reading, Dec. 26, 1808.
GENTLEMEN, -

Your laboured epistle of the twenty-
fourth instant, in answer to my letter of the twen-
ty-third ult. was duly received.—When I saw Mr.
—— the day after my letter was sent to you, 1
was promised an answer. ' It appears, however,

" that the combined talents of the Committee were
not employed for me, but for the few weak minds
to whom you refer. 1 shall therefore not fail to
commit it to their perusal. I assured Mr. ——
that although I was averse to literary warfare, yet
I should feel real pleasure in making an apology,
if there should be occasion; but no reason of that

" sort has been afforded me. I have only to lament ‘

that so unworthy an individual has employed so

much of your time to so little purpose. Having.
been long accustomed to distinguish between men

and things, religion and force, I shall continue

to entertain a high personal regard for many of
the members of your Society, and remain,

.Gentlemen,
Your most obedient servant,

Jor the better Observance of the

To the Committee of the Society
Lord's-day, &9c. }

- THE END.

oQF







ERRATA.

Page 8, line 10, for ¢ a forty-fifth part, &c.” read ¢ forty.
five persons, which is rather more than one out of forty-
four, are constantly, &c.”
Page, 9, line 19, for ¢ principle,” read ¢ dlsposmon.”
Page 71, line 21, after ¢ ministerial character,” add, ¢ and N
who has never received ordination in any way.” '
Page 133, line 2, for < with which,’’ read ¢ in which.”
Page 147, line 19, 20, for ¢ Mahommedism,” read ¢ Mo-
hammedism,” ¢¢ Mahometanism,” or ¢ Mahomedism.”
Page 185, line 8, for ¢ comfort,” read ¢¢ relief.”
11, after ¢ subscribed,” add, ¢ for this par-

-

’

pose.”
Page 201, lime 27, for.¢ 3500,” read ¢ 35000.”
Page 293, liné 4, for «It,” read ¢ This.”

i ———

~

A the Advertisement,

Page 5, line 15, for ¢ I leave his readers to,” read ¢ his
. readers may.”

Lo g o gt v oF 5 VW ¥ V" -
Printed by Powell & Co. Crane-court, Flect-strect, London.
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